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Blackberries and raspberries may be successful-
ly grown in home gardens throughout Virginia. In 
those sections where soils and climate are suf-
ficiently well adapted they may be developed into 
an important commercial crop. Raspberries and 
blackberries ripen soon after strawberries, a time 
when there is little else in the way of fresh fruit 
pn the Virginia markets. 

Success in bramble culture depends largely on 
a fertile, well-drained soil and good cultural prac-
tices. When speculative risks are involved, such 
as market development, it is wise to learn slowly 
by experience on a small scale. 

Both raspberries and blackberries will usually 
yield a moderate crop of fruit the second year 
after planting and a full crop the third season. 
The average life of a bramble planting is from 6 
to 8 years. With good management it may be 
possible for growers to extend the productive life 
of well-located plantings. 

BLACK RASPBERRY VARIETIES 
Cumberland is the standard, mid-season black 

raspberry variety. The fruits are large, firm, and 
of good quality. One of the major weaknesses 
of this variety is its susceptibility to anthracnose. 

Bristol ripens three to 5 days ahead of Cumb-
erland. The fruit is of very good quality and the 
plants are vigorous, productive, and less suscept-
ible to anthracnose than other varieties. Bristol 
is one of the leading varieties for both home and 
market use. 

Logan is a high-quality black raspberry with 
fruit of medium size. It ripens 5 to 7 days ahead 
of Cumberland. 

September Hl59 

RED RASPBERRY VARIETIES 
Latham is the most important red r"spberry 

variety currently planted in Virginia. The fruit 
is large, attractive, light red, moderately firm, 
and of fair to good quality. The plants are tall, 
vigorous, productive, and hardy. 

September is an everbearing raspberry produc-
ing one crop in July and a second in September. 
The fruit is large, attractive, and light red. The 
crop produced during the summer is of fair quali-
ty and that produced in the fall of good quality. 
The plants are hardy, vigorous, and productive. 
September is well adapted for home plantings and 
is worthy of trial in commercial plantings. 

PURPLE RASPBERRIES 
Sodus is the principal variety of purple rasp-

berries grown. The fruit is very large, firm, and 
of good quality, ripening over an extended period 
of time. Plants are vigorous, hardy, and upright 
spreading. 



BLACKBERRY VARIETIES 
Eldorado when grown under Virginia conditions 

is the best of the pro\'en varieties. The plants 
are very vigorous, hardy, and productive and the 
berries are medium in size, firm, and of good 
quality. Eldorado is an early to mid-season varie-
ty and is the most orange rust resistant of the 
more widely grown varieties. 

Hedrick is a new variety that appears to have 
sufficient merit to warrant more extensive trial 
for both market and home use. The plants are 
productive, vigorous, and hardy, while the berries 
are large, medium firm, and with no core. Hed-
rick is subacid in flavor and ripens a few days a-
head of Eldorado. 

Bailey is another new variety worthy of more 
extensive trial. The plants are productive, vigor-
ous, and hardy, while the berries are somewhat 
larger than Eldorado, moderately firm without 
core, subacid and of good quality. The season of 
Bailey is about one week later than Hedrick. 

SOILS 
Raspberries and blackberries may be grown 

satisfactorily on any soil that is naturally fertile, 
well drained to the depth of 3 feet and easily 
worked. They often respond best on newly clear-
ed land that is well supplied with humus. Light, 
sandy soils are less desirable for brambles because 
they do not hold moisture satisfactorily. On the 
other hand, heavy clay soils h&ve the disadvant-
age of being hard to work and are inclined to 
bake. A pH range of from 5.8 to 6.8 is optimum. 

SOIL PREPARATION 
The organic matter content of the intended 

planting site should be built up in advance of 
planting. Soil, low in organic matter, can be im-
proved by turning under either a legume sod that 
has been down at least two or three years, or a 
heavily fertilized, vigorous grass sod. It is also 
desirable to grow a cultivated crop for one year 
before planting brambles to minimize weed prob-
lems. 

FERTILIZATION 
Even plants in good soils may respond to fer-

tilization. A 10-10-10 fertilizer applied at the 
rate of about 500 pounds per acre early in the 
spring before growth starts is recommended. If 
on the basis of a soil test, phosphorus and potash 
are found to be in ample supply, nitrogen alone 
may be used at the rate of about 50 pounds of 
actual nitrogen per acre. The 50 pounds of actual 

nitrogen is provided by 150 pounds of ammonium 
nitrate, or 312 pounds nitrate of soda, or 243 
pounds of A.N.L. The above suggestions should 
serve only as a guide and be adjusted either up 
or down, depending upon plant response. The 
plant itself is the best indicator of fertilizer 
needs. 

If stable manure is available at a reasonable 
price, i~ m:iy be used effectively on brambles. 
Stable manure will add organic matter to the 
soil as well as essential plant nutrients. 

GOOD PLANTS ESSENTIAL 
Set out only the best plants available; anything 

less is not good enough. Obtain disease-free, one-
year-old stock from a reliable nursery. 

SPACING IMPORTANT 
Plant raspberries and blackberries 3 to 4 feet 

apart in rows 8 to 10 feet apart. This spacing 
will give between 1100 and 1800 plants per acre. 
The distance between rows should be governed 
hv the kind of tillage implements used. Plants 
should be set out early in the spring approximate-
ly a month before the last killing frost. Make 
certain that the plants are set deep enough. If 
the crowns project above the ground, the canes 
will break over easily. 

PLANTING METHODS 
Various methods of planting may be used. One 

that some growers prefer is to open a furrow with 
a plow, set plants against the straight side of the 
furrow, partially cover the plant, being careful 
to firm the soil about the roots, and then plow 
the furrow shut. 

Another system of planting that is preferred 
by some involves a two-man team. First the 
field is laid off in rows, then one man thrusts a 
spade into the ground and pushes the handle for-
ward. This opens a hole into which a second 
man places the plant and holds it at the proper 
depth. The spade is then inserted several inch-
es from the plant and the soil pressed over the 
roots. It is very important to firm the soil tight-
ly about the roots to avoid any air pockets. 

WEED CONTROi~ 
In new plantings cultivation should begin soon 

after the plants are set out. In established plant-
ings cultivation should begin as early in the 
";iring as conditions permit. Shallow cultivation, 
no deeper than 3 to 4 inches, is desirable. Deep 
cultivation may cause excessive damage to roots. 



Repeat often enough to control weeds until the 
beginning of the harvest season. In those plant-
ings where a winter cover crop has been sown 
spring cultivation should be delayed until late 
spring, but carried out before competition for 
moisture and nutrients occurs. After harvest cul-
tivate once or twice to loosen up the soil packed 
during the harvesting operation. 

Some growers are now using chemicals to con-
trol weeds. Winter applications of a mixture of 
CIPC, dinitro general and water have proverl 
successful in the northwest. Spring and fall ap-
plications of monuron (Karmex W, C.M.U.) or 
diuron (Karmex DW) at low rates have been ef-
fective on both grasses and broadleaf annual 
weeds. It is very important to follow the recom-
mendations given on the label. The spray is 
directed to the base of the plants so that it does 
not contact the upper portions. For more detail-
ed information, see Circular 728, "Chemical Weed 
Control Guide for Virginia." 

MULCHING 
Where practical it is often desirable to mulch 

bramble plantings. Straw, stable manure, or other 
suitable materials may be applied two to three 
inches deep, or sawdust one to two inches deep. 
The mulch should be deep enough to smother 
grass and weedR and must be replenished each 
spring. A good mulch can take the place of cul 
tivation and will add organic matter to the soil 
as well as aid in the conservation of available 
soil moisture. When sawdust is used it may be 
necessary to increase nitrogen fertilization. 

PRUNING 
Bramble canes are biennial, making their 

growth one season, fruiting the following spring 
and then dying. Raspberries and blackberries re-
quire annual pruning which is usually done in 
late winter or early spring at which time the 
dead canes are removed. Differences of growth 
and fruiting habits determine the pruning sys-
tem to be used. 

Black and Purple Raspberry shoots should be 
pinched off at the tips when they are 18 to 24 

inches high. This forces lateral branches to de. 
velop from the main stem. During the late win-
ter or early spring before growth starts these 
lateral shoots are pruned back to 6 to 8 inches 
and straight, unbranched ..:!anes are reduced to a 
height of 24 tc, 36 inches. 

Red Raspberries should not be summer top-
ped. During the late winter, but before spring 
growth starts, head back the new canes to a 
heigh~ cf ~ppr'.)ximately 5 feet. Leave 6 to 8 canes 
to a hill or 8 to 10 canes to each 4 feet of hedge-
row. Hedgerows should not be allowed to be-
come wider than 18 to 24 inches. Everbearing or 
fall bearing red raspberries are pruned in a simi-
lar manner. The tips of the shoots that fruited in 
the fall are cut back to live wood early the fol-
lowing spring before growth starts. 

Blackberries are pruned in a similar manner 
to black raspberries. The new shoots are pinched 
in the spring at a height of approximately 24 to 
30 inches. The side branches are reduced to 8 to 
12 inches during late winter or early spring. 

INSECTS AND DISEASES 
The production of raspberries and blackberries 

is at times complicated by insect and disease 
problems, one of the most troublesome being the 
virus diseases of raspberries. Black raspberries 
are in general more susceptible to the virus mo. 
saic than are red raspberries. Plant virus-free 
stock and rogue out any diseased plants that may 
appear. To minimize the spread of this virus from 
red to black raspberries the two types should be 
planted at least 100 yards apart. Virus diseases 
are currently limiting the expansion of the corn· 
mercial raspberry industry of Virginia. 

One of the most common fungus diseases of 
black and red raspberries is anthracnose. In or-
der to control this disease a spray program simi-
lar to that outlined in Circular 638, "Spraying 
I<'ruit - A Spray Program for Home Garden-
ers," should be followed. In addition to spraying, 
disease-free stock should be set out on sites with 
good air movement. Good pruning practices and 
effective weed control also contribute greatly to 
the control of this disease. 
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