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Increasingly, I think the work of education
is activism not teaching
Jesse Stommel, July 30, 2017, Digital Pedagogy Lab Vancouver

My commitment to engaged pedagogy
is an expression of political activism

bell hooks, 1994, Teaching to Transgress: Education as the Practice of Freedom

Photo by Cherry Laithang on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/photos/NmPpz1jA_JE?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@rjhangiani/likes?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Emergency services key box by Dennis van Zuijlekom, CC-BY-SA 2.0

https://flic.kr/p/p2JuRg
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dvanzuijlekom/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


Higher education
replicates and reinforces

existing power structures





The Advisory Committee on Student Financial Assistance http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED529499.pdf

The cost barrier kept

2.4 million
low and moderate-income college-qualified 

high school graduates from completing 
college in the previous decade. 



http://www.sheeo.org
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Cost of attendance = $26,260
at $7.25/hour (minimum wage)

= 3,622 hours 
(70 hours/week)





http://ticas.org/posd/map-state-data











Untitled image by Aleksi Tappura, CC0

https://unsplash.com/photos/cJCQKSP2WC4
https://unsplash.com/@a
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/


Turn Towards Open to Overcome the Control Valve by Alan Levine, CC0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/cogdog/34976014461/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cogdog/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/








What can YOU do?

• Survey your student body
• #textbookbroke campaign
• Presentations 
• Utilize visuals, create displays
• Speak directly to faculty & admin
• Suggest that faculty review a textbook
• Showcase examples
• Form a student-led OER group
• Connect. Collaborate.



66.5% Do not purchase a req'd textbook

47.6% Take fewer courses

45.5% Do not register for a specific course

37.6% Earn a poor grade

26.1% Drop a course

19.8% Fail a course
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Florida Virtual Campus. (2016). 2016 student textbook and course materials survey. Tallahassee, FL: Author.





– University of  Minnesota student

“I figured French hadn't 
changed that much”







 

1  

  







rijksmuseum.nl



ted.com
ed.ted.com



phet.colorado.edu



gutenberg.org



open.umn.edu/opentextbooks













openedgroup.org/review



Fischer et al. (2015)

• Quasi-experimental design
• Propensity-score matched groups
• 16,727 students taking 15 courses at 10 institutions
• OER students:
– Lower withdrawal rates
– More likely to pass with a C- or better
– Enrolled in more courses (current & subsequent semesters)

Fischer, L., Hilton, J., Robinson T. J., & Wiley, D. (2015). A multi-institutional study of the 
impact of open textbook adoption on the learning outcomes of post-secondary students. 
Journal of Computing in Higher Education, 27(3), 159-172. doi:10.1007/s12528-015-9101-x
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I would not have bought the text book for 
this course because it's an elective. I 
would have possibly walked away with a 
C, now I might actually get an A-

It is easily accessible and convenient. 
Material is easy to understand and follow

I personally really like the convenience of having the 
complete set of chapters on my computer and even 
accessible from my phone if I need it. I like that I don't 
have to lug around another text book

It's free and it's a great money saver



“As an undergraduate student, I chose a major 
that I could ‘afford’ to study. While I was very 
interested in the sciences, I knew those courses 
and the related material were much more 
expensive. I could not afford the textbooks and 
other related materials. As I’ve worked with 
students over the years, I always wonder who else 
might be making choices based on affordability. 
Those are the students I worry about.”

Sarah Umbarger-Wells



Stephen Skripak
Professor of Practice, Department of Management, Pamplin College of Business

MGT 1104 Foundations of Business
78,000 downloads, Adopted at 11 other institutions

Estimated cost savings at VT: $160,000/year



Steven W. Ellingson
Associate Professor, Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering

ECE3106 Electromagnetic Fields

New this semester!



It can include, but is not limited to…Contributions to 
the practice and theory of teaching and learning 
literature, including publications in peer-reviewed and 
professional journals, conference publications, book 
chapters, textbooks and open education repositories 
/ resources.

[REAPPOINTMENT, PROMOTION, & TENURE PROCEDURES:
EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP]



It’s not only about 
access to knowledge.

It’s about access to 
knowledge 
creation.



"France in 2000 year (XXI century). Future school." by Jean Marc Cote is in the Public Domain

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:France_in_XXI_Century._School.jpg
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/Public_domain


…it turns them into ‘containers’ to be ‘filled’ by the teacher. The more 
completely she fills the receptacles, the better a teacher she is. The more 
meekly the receptacles permit themselves to be filled, the better students 
they are.

Education thus becomes the act of depositing, in which the students are 
the depositories and the teacher is the depositor.

In the banking concept of education, knowledge is a gift bestowed by 
those who consider themselves knowledgeable upon those whom they 
consider to know nothing.

Paulo Freire, 1970, Pedagogy of the Oppressed





The LMS is a piece of administrative software. There’s that 
word “management” in there that sort of gives it away . . . 
that this software that purports to address questions about 
teaching and learning but that really works to “manage” and 
administer, in turn often circumscribing pedagogical 
possibilities.

Audrey Watters, 2014, Un-fathomable: The Hidden History of Ed-Tech















22,000

37,000+

97%

Students who have taken on 
Wikipedia assignments since 2010

New articles that students have 
created

Instructors who say they will, or 
plan to, teach with Wikipedia again
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Why have students
answer questions when 
they can write them?



Students
Topics

Questions

35
10

1400



https://press.rebus.community/makingopentextbookswithstudents/









Information is power. But like all power, there are those who want to 
keep it for themselves. The world’s entire scientific and cultural heritage, 
published over centuries in books and journals, is increasingly being 
digitized and locked up by a handful of private companies.

Those with access to these resources — students, librarians, scientists —
you have been given a privilege. You get to feed at this banquet of 
knowledge while the rest of the world is locked out. But you need not —
indeed, morally, you cannot — keep this privilege for yourselves. You have 
a duty to share it with the world.

Aaron Swartz, 2008, Guerilla Open Access Manifesto



Sometimes Open Needs a Push by Alan Levine is in the Public Domain, CC0

https://flic.kr/p/WigE16
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cogdog/
http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/




“If we emphasize the consequences of differential access, we 
see one facet of the digital divide; if we ask about how these 
consequences are produced, we are asking about           
digital redlining”

Chris Gilliard & Hugh Culik, 2016, Digital Redlining, Access, and Privacy

Photo by Robert Haverly on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/photos/o_3auwMBoN8?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Photo by Markus Spiske on Unsplash

There is no such thing as harmless collection of data.
Or benevolent collection of data. Much of what we collect 
could be used in ways we do not want it to be used, to harm 
or imperil our students.

This disproportionately affects our most vulnerable students. 
Low-income students, students of color, LGTBQ+ students, 
students who are immigrants…their data are most at risk to 
surveillance, discrimination. And many of our vulnerable 
students are less likely to have experience with digital literacy 
skills.

Amy Collier, 2017, Platforms in Education: A Need for Criticality and Hope

https://unsplash.com/photos/68ZlATaVYIo?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText




"Open Textbook Summit 2015” by BCcampus_News is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0

https://flic.kr/p/u1BZkH
https://www.flickr.com/photos/61642799@N03/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0
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