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University Dignitaries and Invited Speakers

Board Of Visitors

2011 - 2012 Commencement Committee
Daniel B. Taylor, Chairman; Bruce E. Pencek, Commencement Marshal; Jacqueline L. Nottingham, Director of Processions; Thomas W. Broyles, 
Director of Ushers;  Tyler P. Campbell, Terry Cobb, Candice E. Clemenz, Elizabeth C. Fine, Rebecca A. Funk, Meredith “Pat” Goodrich, William R. 
Green, Lawrence G. Hincker, Jason A. Holliday, Tamara W. Knott, Joseph S. Merola, Kim T. O’Rourke, Masoud Safdari, Durelle T. Scott, IV, Jay 
Tucker, Anthony S. Watson, Michael S. Weaver, Eric Wininger

Special Resource Persons
Jenny A. Akers, Supervisor, Customer Service, Printing Services
Susan P. Angle, Director, Services for Students with Disabilities
Janice E. Austin, Director of Graduate Admissions & Academic Progress, 
  Graduate School
Clyde Y. Cridlin, Jr., Assistant Registrar, Office of the University Registrar
Jay Crone, Head, Department of Music, Coordinator, Virginia  Tech 
  Brass Ensemble

Mr. Michael J. Quillen, Rector
Ms. Michele L. Duke
Nancy V. Dye, M.D.
Mr. William D. Fairchild, III
Mr. Cordel L. Faulk
Mr. B. Keith Fulton
Mr. William B. Holtzman

Mr. John C. Lee, IV
Mr. George Nolen
Ms. Suzanne S. Obenshain
Ms. Deborah Petrine
Mr. John G. Rocovich, Jr.
Mr. Paul W. Rogers
Mr. Dennis H. Treacy

Dr. Sarah Karpanty, Faculty Senate Representative
Ms. Sue Teel, Staff Senate Representative
Ms. Robyn Jones, Graduate Student Representative
Mr. Nicholas Onopa, Undergraduate Student
   Representative

Charles W. Steger, President, Virginia Tech
Kirk H. Schulz, President, Kansas State University, Virginia
  Tech Classes of 1986 and 1991, Keynote Speaker, 
  Graduate School Commencement 
Noel Schulz, Associate Dean for Research and Graduate 
  Programs and Paslay Professor of Electrical and Computer 
  Engineering, Kansas State University, Virginia Tech Classes 
  of 1988 and 1990, Keynote Speaker, Graduate School 
  Commencement 
Annie Hesp, Instructor, Foreign Languages and Literatures, 
  Virginia Tech, Keynote Speaker, University Commencement
General Lance L. Smith (Ret.), President of the Alumni 
  Association Board of Directors, Class of 1968, Greetings 
  from the Alumni Association, University Commencement
Sherwood G. Wilson, Vice President for Administrative Services
Thomas C. Tillar, Jr., Vice President for Alumni Relations
Elizabeth A. Flanagan, Vice President for Development and 
  University Relations
William T. Lewis, Sr., Vice President for Diversity and Inclusion
M. Dwight Shelton, Vice President for Finance and Chief 
  Financial Officer
Scott F. Midkiff, Vice President for Information Technology and 
  Chief Information Officer
Donald J. Leo, Vice President and Executive Director, National 
  Capital Region Operations
Jerome A. Niles, Interim Vice President for Outreach and 
  International Affairs
Robert W. Walters, Vice President for Research
Patricia Ann Perillo, Vice President for Student Affairs
Karen P. DePauw, Vice President and Dean for Graduate Education
Daniel A. Wubah, Vice President and Dean for Undergraduate 
  Education
Alan L. Grant, Dean, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
A. Jack Davis, Dean, College of Architecture and Urban Studies
Richard E. Sorensen, Dean, Pamplin College of Business
Richard C. Benson, Dean, College of Engineering
Sue Ott Rowlands, Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Human 
  Sciences

Paul M. Winistorfer, Dean, College of Natural Resources and 
  Environment
Lay Nam Chang, Dean, College of Science
Gerhardt G. Schurig, Dean, Virginia-Maryland Regional 
  College of Veterinary Medicine
J. Thomas Brown, Jr., Dean of Students
Tyler O. Walters, Dean of University Libraries
Rosemary Blieszner, Associate Dean of the Graduate School
Janet W. Rankin, Associate Dean of the Graduate School
Kenneth H. Wong, Associate Dean of the Graduate 
  School in the National Capital Region and Director of the 
  Northern Virginia Center
Joseph S. Merola, Professor and Department Chair, Chemistry, 
  Reader of Names, Graduate School Commencement
Bruce E. Pencek, Social Sciences Librarian, University 
  Libraries, Commencement Marshal, University 
  and Graduate School Commencements
Tyler Campbell, President, Class of 2013, Remarks by the 
  Class President, University Commencement
Ryan Paul Sutton, Male Member-At-Large, Class of 2013, 
  Opening Reflections, University Commencement
YuYu Schatz, Secretary, Class of 2013, Closing Reflections, 
  University Commencement
Shaimaa Abdallah, doctoral student, Electrical Engineering, and
  President, Graduate Student Assembly, Remarks on Behalf of 
  the Graduate Students, University Commencement
Aurora Martin, B.A., Chemistry and B.A., Music Performance, Class 
  of 2012, Vocalist, University and Graduate School Commencements
Monica Sulecio de Alvarez, master of arts candidate, Education 
  and Curriculum, Graduate Student Marshal, Graduate School 
  Commencement
Katelin Shugart-Schmidt, master of science candidate, Fisheries 
  and Wildlife Sciences, Graduate Student Speaker, Graduate 
  Commencement
Wallace Easter, Associate Professor of Music, Conductor, 
  Virginia Tech Brass Ensemble

Travis J. Cross, Assistant Professor of Music, Coordinator, 
  Virginia Tech Brass Ensemble
Vincent M. Houston, Captain, Virginia Tech Police Department
Richard K. McCoy, Associate Director, Parking and Fleet Services
Margie B. Murray, Special Events Coordinator, Office of the President
April B. Myers, Projects Assistant, Office of the President
Mark A. Owczarski, Director of News and Information, University Relations
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THE ACADEMIC 
PROCESSION

The following information, digested from “An Academic 
Costume Code and Ceremony Guide” prepared by the American 
Council on Education, may prove helpful in identifying the cos-
tumes you will see in the Commencement Procession.

When American colleges and universities desired to adopt 
some suitable system of academic apparel many years ago, a 
conference held at Columbia University in 1895, made up of 
representatives from various institutions, drew up a “By-Law 
Regulation, or Statute” for the establishment of a suitable code 
of academic dress for colleges and universities in the United 
States. This code, with modifications made in 1959, is still in 
force; the costumes and colors, trimmings, and patterns you will 
see are all traditional and interpret both degree and the field of 
learning. The bachelor’s gown, designed to be worn closed, has 
pointed sleeves; the master’s gown, which may be worn open 
or closed, has an oblong sleeve open at the wrist which hangs 
down in traditional manner. The rear part of its oblong shape is 
square cut and the front part has the arc cut away. The doctor’s 
gown has bell-shaped sleeves. It may be worn open or closed. 
Bachelor’s and master’s gowns are untrimmed. Doctor’s gowns 
are faced with black velvet with three bars across the sleeves; or 
the color of velvet may be that which is distinctive of the degree, 
agreeing with that of the edging of the hood. The colors you will 
see in the hoods and gowns of our faculty represent the various 
fields in which the degrees were taken. A few are:

Accountancy, Commerce,
  Business..........................................Drab (Yellow-Brown)
Agriculture.........................................Maize (Pale Yellow)
Architecture.......................................Blue-Violet (Purple)
Arts, Letters, Humanities.................White
Economics.........................................Copper
Education..........................................Light Blue
Engineering.......................................Orange
Natural Resources...........................Russet (Rust)
Philosophy.........................................Dark Blue
Veterinary Medicine.........................Gray
Science..............................................Bright Gold
	 (Golden Yellow)

The hoods, differing in length for the three degrees, 
(bachelor’s, master’s, and doctor’s) are lined with the official 
colors of the university or college conferring the degree, usually 
with one color forming a chevron pattern over the other (for 
example, orange and maroon for Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
and State University). Hoods are edged and bound with velvet 
of the color appropriate for the degree. You will see in our 
procession many edged with dark blue, for doctor of philosophy. 
Mortarboards are the approved headgear. The tassel, worn 
on the left side of the cap, may be of gold if the holder has a 
doctor’s degree.

Among the bachelor’s candidates, honor students are 
distinguished by special sashes in white.
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Class of 2012
Logo

Motto
"Ignited by Passion, Devoted We Serve"
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Class of 2012 Officers
President .....................................................Sandy D. Bass, Jr.

Vice President .................................................... Marco Leung

Secretary ....................................................... Michelle J. Baca

Treasurer .........................................................Brett C. Henson

Historian .....................................................Nina Riza Sabarre

Cadet Member-at-Large ..........................Christine Jane Barry

Female Member-at-Large ................Amanda Jade Eberhardt

Male Member-at-Large .......................... Matthew A. Jernigan

Class of 2013 Officers

President.......................................................Tyler Campbell
Vice President.................................................Dustin Dorph
Secretary...........................................................YuYu Schatz
Treasurer................................................ Michael Brannigan
Historian.......................................................Emma Stafford
Cadet Member-At-Large.......................................Ian Newell
Female Member-At-Large............................Alex Caracciolo
Male Member-At-Large.....................................Ryan Sutton
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UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT
11:00 a.m., Friday, December 21, 2012

Cassell Coliseum

(The audience is requested to remain seated as the academic procession enters.)
Prelude………………….……………………………………………………………………………..Virginia Tech Brass Ensemble

Wallace Easter, Conductor

Academic Processional ……..………………………………………………………………………………..…….Bruce E. Pencek
Commencement Marshal

Opening Reflections  ……………………...........…………………………………………………………………Ryan Paul Sutton
  Male Member-at-Large, Class of 2013

The National Anthem …………………………………………………………………………….…………………..…Aurora Martin 
									                   	 B.A. Music Performance, Class of 2012	
					   
Posting of Colors …………………………………………………………………...……………..… Corps of Cadets Color Guard

Greetings ……………………………………………………………………………………..…………………….Charles W. Steger
							                                                                             University President

Greetings from the Alumni Association…………………………………………………......…..…General Lance L. Smith (Ret.)
President of the Alumni Association Board of Directors, Class of 1968

Message from the Class President…………………………………………………………………………….….Tyler P. Campbell
President, Class of 2013

Message on Behalf of the Graduate Students…………………………………………………………….…… Shaimaa Abdallah
      Doctoral Student, Electrical Engineering, and President, Graduate Student Assembly

Alma Mater (words inside back cover) ……………………………………………………………..……………….. Aurora Martin

Graduation Address ………………………………………………………………………………………..………...….. Annie Hesp
						                         Instructor, Foreign Languages and Literatures, Virginia Tech

Presentation of Undergraduate Degree Candidates………………………………………………….……..   Mark G. McNamee
Senior Vice President and Provost

and College Deans
			 
Conferral of Degrees ……………………………………………….……………………………………..……....Charles W. Steger

Concluding Remarks …………………………………………………………………………………...…………Charles W. Steger

Closing Reflections………………………………………………………………………………………………………YuYu Schatz
          Secretary, Class of 2013

Recessional  …….………………………..………………………………………………….………Virginia Tech Brass Ensemble
  (The audience is requested to stand as the academic procession recesses.)  
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UNIVERSITY
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

Dr. Annie Hesp

  Dr. Annie Hesp began teaching at Virginia Tech in 2010, and rarely has an instructor so strongly 
impacted both students and peers in such a short time. 

  Dr. Hesp’s research focuses on the Camino de Santiago (The Way of St. James), a 500-mile medieval 
pilgrimage route across Northern Spain, and she has spent several years exploring this area.

  Last year, she capitalized on her Camino connections by helping bring to campus actor/director 
Emilo Estevez and his actor father, Martin Sheen, for a screening of their movie, The Way, which 
features the same path that she studies.

  The concept of pilgrimage holds a special place in her teachings. In addition to offering courses, 
she accompanies students to Spain to hike for 15 days, with these students living and walking with 
counterparts from around the world.  Balancing daily rigors with class meetings, she engages students 
in lively discussions on such topics as the influence of Rome and the impact of Franco’s dictatorship. 
Next summer, she will lead her fourth group of undergraduates in this popular education abroad 
option. 

  A central component of Hesp’s research is community formation, which she puts to practical 
application in the classroom. Students experience this inclusive environment first hand as she creates 
a welcoming climate where everybody is expected to participate. 

  Dr. Hesp earned her Ph.D. in Spanish literature at the University of Michigan. She received her 
master’s degree from Portland State University and her bachelor’s degree from Boise State University.
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GRADUATE COMMENCEMENT
3:00 P.M., Friday, December 21, 2012 

Cassell Coliseum

(The audience is requested to remain seated as the academic procession enters.)
Prelude  ….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…..…Virginia Tech Brass Ensemble
   							       	 			            Wallace Easter, Conductor

Academic Processional   ………..………………………………………..………….Bruce E. Pencek, Commencement Marshal	
								            Monica Sulecio de Alvarez, Graduate Student Marshal

The National Anthem …………………………………………………………………………….…………………..…Aurora Martin 
									                 	 B.A. Music Performance, Class of 2012

Posting of Colors ………………………………………………………………………………..…….Corps of Cadets Color Guard

Greetings ……………………………………………………………………………….……..…………………….Charles W. Steger
							                                                                              University President

Speaker Introductions …………………..………………………………………………………………...…..…..Mark G. McNamee
                                                 Senior Vice President and Provost

Graduate Student Remarks …………………………………………...................................……………Katelin Shugart-Schmidt
                                           			        	       Master of Science candidate, Fisheries and Wildlife Sciences  

Graduation Address ……………………………………………..…………………………………..……….…………Kirk H. Schulz
                                                                         President, Kansas State University, Virginia Tech Classes of 1986 and 1991
                                                                                                                     			                      Noel Schulz

                Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Programs and Paslay Professor of Electrical and Computer
                               Engineering, Kansas State University, Virginia Tech Classes of 1988 and 1990

Images and Reflections …………………………………………………………………………………………….Karen P. DePauw
Vice President and Dean for Graduate Education

      

Interlude: Ad Futurum Formandum ……………………………………………………..………… written by James R. Sochinski

Presentation of Doctoral Candidates ……………………………..…………………………..…………………. Karen P. DePauw

Conferral of Doctoral Degrees …………………………………………………………………………………....Charles W. Steger

Hooding of Doctoral Candidates ……….……………………………………….…..Candidates hooded by the major professors

Presentation of Master’s, Education Specialist, and Graduate Certificate Candidates…….…….………….Karen P. DePauw

Conferral of Master’s and Education Specialist Degrees, and Graduate Certificates …………….………..Charles W. Steger

Reading of Names  ………………………………………………………………………………………………….Joseph S. Merola
                                                                                                                          			        Professor, Chemistry

Concluding Remarks ………………………………………………………………………………………………Mark G. McNamee

Recessional  ……………….……………..……………………………………………………...……Virginia Tech Brass Ensemble
(The audience is requested to stand as the academic procession recesses.)  
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GRADUATE
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS

Dr. Kirk H. Schulz and Dr. Noel Schulz

  Drs. Kirk and Noel Schulz are two Virginia Tech alumni who have gone on to become the president of Kansas State 
University (Kirk Schulz) and the associate dean for research and graduate programs and Paslay Professor of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering at Kansas State (Noel Schulz). 
  Kirk H. Schulz is the 13th president of Kansas State University, an internationally recognized land-grant university with 
three campuses and an enrollment exceeding 24,000 students.  Born in Portsmouth, Virginia, he grew up in Norfolk and 
attended Old Dominion University before transferring to Virginia Tech, where he received his bachelor’s degree and Ph.D., 
both in chemical engineering, in 1986 and 1991, respectively.
  Shortly after his arrival at Kansas State in 2009, Kirk Schulz implemented the K-State 2025 visionary planning initiative 
that seeks to place the school among the top 50 public research universities by the year 2025. Since his appointment, he 
has led the way for increased enrollment, increased private giving, and the establishment of a new campus and graduate 
degree program in Olathe, Kansas.
  Kirk Schulz is active in the American Institute for Chemical Engineers and the American Society for Engineering Education. 
He is a Fellow in both the American Society of Engineering Education and the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science. He also received a National Science Foundation CAREER Award in 1995.  Kirk Schulz was named Virginia Tech 
Outstanding Young Alumnus in 2000 and received the university’s Graduate Alumni Achievement Award in 2011. 
  Noel Schulz received her bachelor’s and master’s degree in electrical engineering from Virginia Tech in 1988 and 1990, 
respectively, and her Ph.D. in electrical engineering from the University of Minnesota in 1995. She joined the Kansas State 
faculty in 2009 and was named associate dean in 2012. Before joining Kansas State, she spent eight years at Mississippi 
State University where she was the TVA Professor in Power Systems Engineering.  She is president of IEEE Power and 
Energy Society, the world’s largest professional association for the advancement of technology. 
  In addition to more than 19 years as a teacher, Noel Schulz is active in research and outreach. She has graduated 40 
master’s degree and 12 Ph.D. students; published 160 papers and two book chapters; and brought in more than $10 million 
in external research through individual and collaborative projects, including a National Science Foundation CAREER award. 
Her research interests are in computer applications in power systems, including power system operations, shipboard power 
systems, and intelligent system applications.
  In addition to serving as president, she has held numerous other offices in the IEEE Power and Energy Society. She 
also is a member of Eta Kappa Nu Electrical Engineering Honorary Society, Tau Beta Pi Engineering Honor Society, the 
American Society for Engineering Education (ASEE), the Society of Women Engineers, and the National Society of Black 
Engineers. She served on the Board of Directors for ASEE from 2008 to 2010.












































































