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Live-Trapping Objectionable Animals 
Some animals occasionally 

become undesirable around res-
idences, gardens or outdoor 
recreation areas. Animals 
which most often cause trouble 
are the rabbit, squirrel, 
skunk, o'possum, woodchuck or 
groundhog, chipmunk and simi-
lar animals. 

The simplest way to remove 
the offending animals is by 
live trapping them and releas-
ing them alive some distance 
from the point of capture, or 
by disposing of them. Live-
trapping is the surest and 
simplest way of removing un-
desirable or nuisance animals 
in and around residences and 
gardens. 

The trap described in this 
bulletin is simple to con-
struct and has been tested 
under field conditions for a 
number of years with very 
satisfactory results. This 
trap has been used to capture 
squirrels, rabbits, o'possum, 
chipmunks, skunk, woodchuck~ 
and animals of similar size. 
It may be used to capture rac-
coon although a larger trap 
of identical design is more 
effective for large raccoon. 
This bulletin describes the 
construction and operation of 
a live-trap which may be built 
easily without special tools. · 
The materials needed are read-
ily available at any lumber 
dealer. The operation of this 
trap is simple and the animal 
is captured unharmed. . 

The rabbit, squirrel, o'pos-
sum, skunk, raccoon and musk-
rat are protected by game laws 
in Virginia. However, land-
owners may remove rabbits, 
squirrels, o' possums or skunks · 
when they are doing damage to 
property. A special permit may 
be obtained from the local 
State Game Warden to remove 
muskrat and raccoon when they 
are damaging crops or dams. 

A person who plans to live-trap any wild animal 
should consult the local State Game Warden to 
make sure that such an opera ti on is legal. 

Figure I. Details of Small Mammal 
Liv~ Trap 

Parts of the trap n\D1lbered to correspond with 
the parts numbers used in Figure 2 

Trap with top removed, showing trap in "set" position. 

Trap with side removed, showing trap in "set" position. 
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No. 

Pieces DinMnsions Part N1111e 
Part No. 
(See Figs. 

1&:2) 

4 pcs. 
1 pc. 
2 pcs. 
1 pc. 
1 pc. 

1 pc. 
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1t" x 24" 
5*" x 7• 

1• x 7i" 
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HAll>WARE CWl'H OR WEUE> WIRE 
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No. 
Pjeces DimEnsions Part N1111e 

Part No. 
(See Figs. 

1&2 

2 pcs. 
1 pc. 
1 pc. 
1 pc. 

FR()( 9 GUAGE salXYl'II WIRE 

8" 
11" 

17it" 
5• 

Door and treadle hinges #5, #9 
Treadle Trigger f16 
Door hold oown wire #JO 
IX>or lock wire #11 

HARDWARE 

18 - 6d box nails, 4 - 214 eye screws 

12 - 3.4• staples, 5 - 2d box nails 



It is usually desirable to set the trap 
near some cover such as brush, trees, 
garden plants or natural cover along 
the course or tract used by the animal. 
Traps should be so placed that they are 
solid and do not rock. The trap should 
be approximately level so that it will 
function properly and will not roll 
over when the animal is captured. 

Removing Animals: Animals .captured 
in the trap may be transported in the 
trap and released some distance from 
the point of capture. This is the most 
humane and simplest way of removing 
objectionable wildlife from the vicin-
ity of residences or other areas where 
they are doing damage. Rabbits may be 
removed from the trap by hand, although 
the use of gloves is recommended. All 
other forms of wildlife such as the 
groundhog, squirrel, chipmunk, muskrat 
and coon should not be handled as they 
can inflict rather severe wounds with 
their teeth and claws. If necessary 
they may be dispatched in the trap by 
a blow on the head, by immersing the 
entire trap in water or by the use of 
gas. 

Do not shoot an animal in the trap 
as the danger from a ricocheting bullet 
makes this a very hazardous procedure. 
Skunks, contrary to popular belief, may 
be safely moved by covering the trap 
with a tarp, or bag, to darken it. The 
covered trap containing the skunk can 
be picked up and transported with 
little or no fear that the skunk will 
discharge its scent. However, the 
person handling the trap should handle 
it gently to avoid unduly disturbing 
the animal. If the skunk must be 
killed, the recommended way is to im-
merse the entire trap in water. If 
this is done, the animal rarely causes 
any odor. 

Trap Construction: Figure 1 shows 
the general construction and operation 
of a mammal live-trap designed for 
small to medium-sized animals. The 
parts diagram, giving in detail the 

(This circular is release No. 56-1 of the 
Virginia Cooperative Research Unit, Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute (College, Experiment 
Station and Agricultural Extension Service), 
The Virginia Commission of Game and Inland 
Fishers, The Wildlife Management Institute, 
and Fish and Wildlife Service, Cooperating. 
Compiled by H. s. llosby) 

dimensions of each item used in the 
construction of this trap, is shown in 
Figure 2. If the trap is to be used 
for the capture of such small mammals 
as the chipmunk, the wire back of this 
trap should be of 1/2 inch hardware 
cloth. Otherwise, this wire back may 
he of welded wire, either 1" x 1" or 
1" x 2". A bill of materials listing 
all parts and materials required for 
the construction of this trap is given 
in Figure 2. 

'lhe cost of the materials should not 
exceed $1.50. Approximately 1~ to 2 
hours is required to build a trap; the 
per trap cost of materials and time of 
construction can be reduced if traps 
are built in quantity. Traps used by 
the Wildlife Unit at v. P. I. are not 
treated since the odor of paint and 
wood preservative frequently acts as a 
repellent and may reduce the effective-
ness of the trap 

Operation of Trap: Whole shelled 
corn makes a satisfactory bait for 
squirrels and chipmunks. Other fonns 
of grain such as scratch grain, wheat, 
oats or barley may also be used with 
good results. Scrap meat, canned dog 
~ood, canned or smoked fish, or other 
meat products may· be used as bait for 
skunk and raccoons. Apples, or other 
fruits, carrots, cabbage, lettuce or 
similar leafy vegetation may be used as 
bait for the woodchuck or muskrat. 
Rabbits will enter an unbaited trap 
almost as readily as one that is 
baited. 

Apparently the odor of animals pre-
viously captured in the trap is an in-
ducement for other animals to enter 
the trap. Urine from either wild or 
domestic aniin.als may be placed on a 
newly constructed trap to make it more 
attractive to wild mammals. If this is 
not feasible, put the new trap out-of-
doors for several weeks before you use 
it so that it will "weather". Actual 
placement of the traps varies according 
to the animal causing the damage and 
the place in which damage occurs. 

* * * 
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