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INSECT NOTES
EARWIGS--BY THE THOUSANDS!

Pest populations of earwigs have been
reported from several areas of the state.
They can occur outside houses and other
structures, usually in mulch, under the bark
of logs in a pile of firewood, or under
nearly flat surface that provides moisture
and protection. The can invade houses during
warm days of summer or during the cool days
and evenings of fall. They will not infest
houses--but can remain long enough to cause
alarm and concern homemakers.
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Earwigs in the U.S. were introduced
from Europe. Their common name is derived
from a European superstitution that these
insects would enter the ears of sleeping
persons and bore into the brain! Wow! There
is absolutely no truth to this belief. The
pest status of these insects around
structures is based on the fact that they can
occur in very large numbers--thousands! Some
species are agronomic pests because they feed
on plant roots and flowers. Large
populations around houses can damage flowers.
Earwigs are beetle- like insects that
are flattened and with long antennae and a
unique tail! The pincers at the tail end
look very dangerous, but in fact they are
harmless. The pincers are used to capture
and hold prey and perhaps for mating. The
pincers on the male earwigs are longer than
those of the female. The pincers can not
harm humans.
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These insects overwinter as both eggs and adults in leaf litter and by digging
into the ground to avoid cold temperatures. The best time for chemical and nonchemical
control is late summer or fall when their numbers are large.

Control. Nonchemical control measures can be used successfully to reduce or
eliminate earwig populations. Those areas or objects around the house that provide
shelter for earwig should be removed--for example, excessive mulch, pealing bark on
firewood logs, paper, and cardboard boxes. Chemical control can be accomplished with any
of the common insecticides labelled for outdoor use, including carbaryl (Sevin), diazinon
(Spectracide}, or chlorpyrifos (Dursban). A single application should be adequate, but a
follow-up treatment may be necessary for severe populations.
THE ASIATIC OAK WEEVIL

It seems to have been a good year for another "import" or introduced insect to the
U.S.--this one from Japan! The asiatic oak weevil, a small (about 1/4 inch}, round, and
dark brown to black beetle is common in houses at this time of year. They do not have a
very long snout that is traditional of weevils, but the front of their head does narrow
slightly and they have chewing mouthparts. These insects can not fly--most weevils can't
fly--because the outer wings have grown together along the midline. The adults and larvae
feed on the leaves of oaks and other trees.
In the late summer these weevils can
be numerous in houses--just walking slowly
across the floor! They cause much concern,
but really do no damage inside houses. They
do not infest houses, indeed they can not
survive in the dry conditions inside houses.

Control. There is not need to mount
an insecticide attack against a few weevils
in the house. A fly swatter or broom can
provide all that is needed. If a spray is
needed, treat the outside of thresholds and
windows at ground level. Turf insecticides
such as carbaryl (Sevin), diazinon
(Spectracide), and chlorpyrifos (Dursban).
VA TECH PEST CONTROL CONFERENCE - OCT. 17-19, RICHMOND

The 40th annual Va Tech Pest Control Conference will be held October 17-19th at
the Richmond Hyatt. This Conference will features talks on cockroach control, rodent
control, moisture control, box.elder bugs, wood-infesting insects, turf insects, and
application equipment. It is an excellent training opportunity for professional

pest control operators. sanitarian and health officials, school system pest control
personnel, and other involved in controlling pests in the household/structural
environment. The Conference is approved recertification for Categories 7a (General Pest
Control), 7b (Wood-infesting), and 7c (Food Processing).
For further information contact W. Robinson, 215 Price Hall, Va Tech, Blacksburg,
VA 24061 (703 /961-6771)
ANT CONTROL

There are a few new products for household ant control--available to
homeowners--that can be very effective in controlling or eliminating ants in the house.
One of the new products is a part of the COMBAT (American Cyanamid) line of plastic bait
stations. The first product available in this line was a cockroach control bait station.
This product works very well--we have evaluated it several time in urban apartments! Now
the COMBAT line has ant control bait stations. Although we have not evaluated them
extensively, what we done indicates that they will work very well. Remember that bait
station do not produce immediate results for cockroach or ant control. It usually takes a
week or two. The stations contains small amount of insecticide bound into an attractive
bait. The insects must eat a certain amount of the bait (+ insecticide)--either at one
time or over several days--before they die. The stations are safe around pets and
children. We like them because it reduces the need for and use of aerosol sprays in the
house!
STORED FOOD PESTS

Those beetles found in kitchen cabinets, at the window in the kitchen, or those
backstroking through the flour or grits when the bag is opened--are common stored grain or
flour pests. There are several insect pests of flour or flour products, but the most
common are sawtoothed grain beetles, cigarette beetles, several species of carpet beetles,
and (not a beetle--but still cute) Indian meal moth caterplllars. The adults and larval
stages of most of these pests (except the moths) feed on flour--they complete one or more
generations while in the flour in the mill, in the grocery store, or in the kitchen!
Control. Homeowners frequently
encounter the adult stage of the beetles that
infest stored four, the larval stages are
small and go unnoticed easily. The adults
may be encountered far from the actual source
of the infestation, so the location the adult
sawtoothed grain beetle or carpet beetles are
found may not be the location of the infested
food material. A thorough search of the
kitchen cabinet may/probably is necessary.
All grain or flour products should be
inspected carefully. Material that is old or
suspected of containing an infestation should
be removed and discarded. The entire cabinet
should be vacuumed--yes! Vacuuming will
remove all the flour lodged in cracks and
crevices, and will remove adult and larval
Flat grain beetle
beetles in those cracks. A void using soap
and water in the cabinets--doesn't work

Foreign grain beetle

nearly as well as the vacuum (makes a paste
of the flour--insects can continue to eat the
paste!).
Chemical control in kitchen cabinets
is tricky--and usually not necessary. But,
if you insist! Most of the commercial
aerosol insecticides (Ant and Roach sprays)
contain a pyr.ethroid insecticide (look for
names such as allrethrin, resmethrin,
permethrin). The pyrethroids act as good
flushing agents, provide a reasonably quick
kill (of the pest), have little or no odor,
and a reasonable residual activity--maybe
7-10 days in a kitchen cabinet. Aerosol
Sawtoothed
sprays can be used when the cabinets are
Indian meal moth adult
grain beetle
clean and empty, wait until the treated
and caterpillar
surface is dry before replacing the food
materials. One application should be
adequate.
Continued appearance of the beelts or moths means that all the infestation sites
were not located. Areas often overlooked are dry pet food stoarage areas, cabinets
holding pots and pans (that may have some flour remaining in them), bread boxes, cookie
boxes, and boxes and bags of flour that seem to be tightly sealed! Keep looking!
WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN SEPTEMBER

Soldier beetle larvae - This time of year usually brings the migration of soldier
beetle larvae from home lawns to patios and sidewalks. These larvae are ',1small (1/2 to 3/4
inch), brown and have a large set of mandibles (=jaws!). They can occur in large
numbers--moving across the lawn and onto concrete areas-- and cause some concern. These
migrations are apparently triggered by some facet of their life cycle--perhaps they are
searching for a place to pupate and spend the winter. Whatever the reason, most
homeowners consider them unwelcome, and want a control measure immediatley. The common
garden insecticides (Sevin, Spectracide. Dursban) will provide control.
Sod webworm moths - The third generation of the common turfgrass sod webworm (and
some other species) will be adults during early to middle September. In some areas there
may be lots of moths at outdoor lights in the early evening. While this generation of
adult moths will lay some eggs in the turfgrass, chemical control at this time (late fall)
is not recommended.
Boxelder bugs - Large populations of these red and black insects may be common at
this time of year. Adutls and nymphs are moving to female boxelder trees (and other maple
trees) to feed on the seeds (those strange seeds pods produced by maple trees). Chemical
control now can help reduce next springs population. Common garden insecticides will
provide control--avoid using malathion on the surface of the house.
Wheel bugs - These large (1/2 to 1 inch) bugs are characterized by the presence of
a raisedt semicircular row of spikes (may look like half of a wheel) on the body just
behind the head. They are slow moving insects, but can deliver a nasty bite with their
piercing-sucking mouthparts.

