
c. ~ Safe Windows e 
Window walls in the home provide a feeling of 

spaciousness and contribute favorably to the interior 
environment from an aesthetic viewpoint, but they can also 
present extremely hazardous conditions. Unattentive 
children, while playing, frequently run into these expanses 
of glass. Children also accidentally ride wheeled toys into 
window walls or carelessly push these toys or each other 
against them, often with disastrous results. Children and 
adults also mistake window walls for means of egress and 
ingress, especially when they are located next to doorways. 
Their use in proximity to other highly hazardous areas, 
including stair landings and at the lower end of flights of 
stairs, creates dangerous conditions. 

In the event of a collision of sufficient force to break 
a glass window wall, the victim is immediately subject to 
severe lacerations, disfigurement, or even death. The 

Unprotected window walls present a safety hazard to young 
and old. Children are the most frequent victims in window 
wall accidents. 
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possibility also exists of compounding/tfeRe~rUy 'W-l~ch 
an accidental collision if the victim impacts the glass with 
sufficient force to pass through t~~i' frilM1RIA: 
the surface below. 

The planning of residential window walls should 
include thorough consideration of their location with 
respect to intended activity nearby, means by which to 
reduce the probability of accidents, as well as means with 
which to limit the severity of injury in the event of an 
accidental incident. 

Window walls should never be planned and located in 
otherwise highly hazardous areas, where an accidental trip 
or fall could lead to a much more severe confrontation with 
the glass. 

Protective guards, planters, and sills (minimum 12 inches 
above floor level) and the use of safety glazing will reduce 
the window wall accident injury rate. 



One alternative would be to provide a sill sufficiently 
high above the floor level to stop a wheeled toy on impact. 
The elevated sill would also induce an awareness of the 
window wall's presence. Another alternative is the use of 
safety glazing. The high impact resistance of safety glazing 
may not be sufficient to prevent breakage in case of severe 
impact forces, but, if breakage occurs, the broken pieces of 
glass will not present a major safety hazard to the victim. 
Window wall configurations that combine the safety 
advantages of the elevated sill with the advantages of safety 
glazing would provide an installation that would minimize 
the probability of serious injury in the event of accident. 
The use of guards, railings, or decorative planters may 
reduce the probability of collision accidents where these 
alternatives do not seriously detract from the intended 
purpose of the window wall. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

The following safety features and alternatives shall be 
considered in the planning of residential window wall 
locations. 

• 
• 
• 
• 

Provide minimum sill height of 12 inches above 
the floor level. 

Use of safety glazing • 

Provide guards, railings, or decorative planters 
adjacent to the window wall. 

Window walls shall not be located in otherwise 
highly hazardous areas such as stair landings, at 
the foot of stairs, and along upper levels 
unprotected by an exterior porch or balcony 
surface. 
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