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Swinging doors, or double-acting doors as they are 
sometimes called, are hazardous because of their operating 
function. The double-acting door swings open in both 
directions, allowing forward passage through the doorway 
from either side of the door. Collisions with this type of 
door are commonplace. Injuries received from the 
spring-actuated back-swing of these doors are also 
commonplace. The possibility that parts of the body will 
become wedged between the door edge and the door frame 
is a constant safety hazard inherent in the function of a 
swinging door. Small children and pets are especially 
susceptible to this type of accident, which can prove to be 
disastrous. 

Because of the high degree of safety hazards 
associated with the normal operation of double-acting, 
swinging doors, their use in residential housing is not 
recommended. In floor-plan situations which cannot be 
served adequately with the standard hinged door, folding 
doors, sliding doors, or pocket doors should be considered 
as preferable alternatives. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 

BLACKSBURG,i VIRGINIA 
To prevent accidents associated with double-acting 

(swinging) doors, the following alternatives are offered: 

• The use of double-acting (swinging) doors shall 
be avoided in residential housing. 

• 

• 

If the use of nonnal hinged door shall be 
impractical from the standpoint of function, 
the use of folding doors, sliding doors, or 
pocket doors shall be considered as alternates. 

If necessary to avoid hazardous door-swing 
conflicts, plans shall be redrawn to eliminate 
the safety hazard. 

Swinging doors are the cause of many residential door accidents. Small children are often the victims in swinging door 
accidents, as illustrated in the two cases above. 

Before building, consult the BOCA code. 
Extension Division •Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University • Ml-187 •March 1978 

Prepared by Helen L. Wells, Housing Specialist 
Originally prepared for the Office ~f Research and Technology, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 

"A Design Gulde for Home Safety" HUD-RT-17 January 1972 
Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. W. R •. Van Dresser, Dean, Extension Division, Cooperative Extension Service, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, 
Blacksburg, Virginia 24061. 

The Virginia Cooperative Extension Service by law and purpose Is dedicated to serve all people on an equal and nondiscriminatory basis. 
An Equal Opportunity/ Affirmative Action Employer 


	image1

