
from the series Design for Safe Habitat 

Safe Roars • • • General Information 

Accidents in the home that can be attributed directly 
to the characteristics of a particular floor surface are 
relatively low in frequency when compared to other more 
obvious, accident-causing features and fixtures. However, 
accidents caused by floors, usually a fall, are among the 
most serious experienced by the victim from an injury 
standpoint. Because of the severity of these accidents, floor 
surfaces deserve the full attention of the planner, designer, 
and builder when the selection of the floor covering is to be 
finalized. Fortunately for the resident, our technology 
offers a wide variety of safe coverings for almost any style, 
decor, or color desired. Certain types of floor coverings are 
better suited for a particular use than others, but in general, 
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enough to meet almost any individual requirements. 

Unfortunately, a great number of accidents associated 
with floor coverings are the result of carelessness, 
inattention, and poor maintenance on the part of the 
resident. No floor, regardless of surface characteristfcs, is 
safe if it is covered with water, grease, debris, or other 
foreign material that contributes to insecure footing. Care 
and reasona,ble maintenance by the resident are a necessity. 
The most important actions that can be taken by the 
planner, architect, and builder are the specification, 
recommendation, or selection of a floor covering that is 
compatible with the activities intended for the area. 

Other topics related to safe floors in this series 
include the following: 
Ml-195 Safe Floors - Living & Sleeping Areas 
Ml-196 Safe Floors - Kitchens, Bathrooms, Basements, & 

Laundry Rooms 
Ml-197 Safe Floors - Entrance Foyers & Mud Rooms 
Ml-198 Safe Floors - Porches, Terraces, & Laundry Plat-

forms 
Ml-199 Safe Floors - Garages & Carports 
MI-200 Safety Checklist for Floors 

Before building, consult the BOCA code. 
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