
When you publish in a Royal Society of Chemistry journal, you keep the copyright of the manuscript. On this page you can learn more about our Licence to Publish and
the rights you retain as an author. We also explain where you can deposit and share your article, and how to request permission to re-use other people’s work. 

The following details apply only to authors accepting the standard Licence to Publish. Authors who are interested in publishing open access should visit our open access pages for
more information about our open access licences (/journals-books-databases/open-access/#choose) and deposition rights.

On this page

About our licence to publish
(/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/#about-licence)Rights retained by authors
(/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/#author-rights)Deposition & sharing rights
(/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/#deposition-sharing)Re-use permission requests (/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-

copyright-permissions/#reuse-permission-requests)

About our licence to publish
In order to publish material the Royal Society of Chemistry must acquire the necessary legal rights from the author(s) of that material. In general, we must obtain from the original
author(s) the right to publish the material in all formats, in all media (including specifically print and electronic), with the right to sublicense those rights.

For all articles published in our journals, we require the author to accept a 'licence to publish'. This licence is normally requested on submission of the article. By signing this licence
the author (who is either the copyright owner or who is authorised to sign on behalf of the copyright owner, for example his/her employer) grants to the Royal Society of Chemistry
“the exclusive right and licence throughout the world to edit, adapt, translate, reproduce and publish the manuscript in all formats, in all media and by all means (whether now existing
or in future devised)”.

The Royal Society of Chemistry thus acquires an exclusive licence to publish and all practical rights to the manuscript, except the copyright. The copyright of the manuscript remains
with the copyright owner. The copyright owner also retains certain rights regarding the sharing and deposition (/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-

permissions/#deposition-sharing) of their article and the re-use of the published material (/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/#reuse-permission-

requests). For short items in journals (news items, etc) we take a non-exclusive licence in the form of a brief 'terms and conditions for acceptance' document.

Assurances

In the licence to publish, the author provides the assurances that we need to publish the material, including assurances that the work is original to the author, that the work has not
been published already and that permissions have been obtained if previously published material has been included.

(/)

Members' area (http://www.rsc.org/Membership/Memberzone/index.asp) | Support us (/support-us/)

Journals, books & databases

What is copyright? !

Licences, copyright & permissions
Information about copyright, our licence to publish and your deposition and sharing rights

http://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/open-access/#choose
http://www.rsc.org/
http://www.rsc.org/Membership/Memberzone/index.asp
http://www.rsc.org/support-us/
http://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/#
javascript:;


If the manuscript includes material that belongs to someone else (for example, a figure or diagram), we require the author to obtain all permissions that may be needed from third
parties. If you wish to reuse material that was not published originally by the Royal Society of Chemistry please see Re-use permission requests (/journals-books-databases/journal-

authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/#reuse-permission-requests).

Download the Royal Society of Chemistry licence to publish (/globalassets/05-journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licenses-copyright-permissions/royal-society-of-chemistry-licence-to-

publish.pdf)

Rights retained by authors
When the author accepts the exclusive licence to publish for a journal article, he/she retains certain rights that may be exercised without reference to the Royal Society of Chemistry.

Reproduce/republish portions of the article (including the abstract).

Photocopy the article and distribute such photocopies and distribute copies of the PDF of the article for personal or professional use only (the Royal Society of Chemistry makes
this PDF available to the corresponding author of the article upon publication. Any such copies should not be offered for sale. Persons who receive or access the PDF mentioned
above must be notified that this may not be made available further or distributed.).

Adapt the article and reproduce adaptations of the article for any purpose other than the commercial exploitation of a work similar to the original.

Reproduce, perform, transmit and otherwise communicate the article to the public in spoken presentations (including those that are accompanied by visual material such as
slides, overheads and computer projections).

The author(s) must submit a written request to the Royal Society of Chemistry for any use other than those specified above.

All cases of republication/reproduction must be accompanied by an acknowledgement (/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/#reuse-permission-

requests) of first publication of the work by the Royal Society of Chemistry, the wording of which depends on the journal in which the article was published originally. The
acknowledgement should also include a hyperlink to the article on the Royal Society of Chemistry website.

The author also has some rights concerning the deposition of the whole article.

Deposition and sharing rights
The following details apply only to authors accepting the standard licence to publish. Authors who have accepted one of the open access licences to publish, or are thinking of doing
so, should refer to the details for open access deposition rights (/journals-books-databases/open-access/#choose).

When the author accepts the licence to publish for a journal article, he/she retains certain rights concerning the deposition of the whole article. This table summarises how you may
distribute the accepted manuscript and version of record of your article.

 

Sharing rights Accepted
manuscript

Version of
record

Share with individuals on request, for personal use ✓ ✓

Use for teaching or training materials ✓ ✓

Use in submissions of grant applications, or academic requirements such as theses or dissertations ✓ ✓

Share with a closed group of research collaborators, for example via an intranet or privately via a scholarly communication
network (/journals-books-databases/open-access/green-open-access/#share)

✓ ✓

Share publicly via a scholarly communication network that has signed up to STM sharing principles ⌛ ✕

Share publicly via a personal website, institutional repository (/journals-books-databases/open-access/green-open-access/#share) or other
not-for-profit repository ⌛ ✕

Share publicly via a scholarly communication network that has not signed up to STM sharing principles ✕ ✕

⌛  Accepted manuscripts may be distributed via repositories after an embargo period of 12 months

http://www.rsc.org/globalassets/05-journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licenses-copyright-permissions/royal-society-of-chemistry-licence-to-publish.pdf
http://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/open-access/#choose
http://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/open-access/green-open-access/#share
http://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/open-access/green-open-access/#share


Re-use permission requests
Material published by the Royal Society of Chemistry and other publishers is subject to all applicable copyright, database protection, and other rights. Therefore, for any publication,
whether printed or electronic, permission must be obtained to use material for which the author(s) does not already own the copyright. This material may be, for example, a figure,
diagram, table, photo or some other image.

Author reusing their own work published by the Royal Society of Chemistry

You do not need to request permission to reuse your own figures, diagrams, etc, that were originally published in a Royal Society of Chemistry publication. However, permission
should be requested for use of the whole article or chapter except if reusing it in a thesis. If you are including an article or book chapter published by us in your thesis please ensure
that your co-authors are aware of this. 

Reuse of material that was published originally by the Royal Society of Chemistry must be accompanied by the appropriate acknowledgement of the publication. The form of the
acknowledgement is dependent on the journal in which it was published originally, as detailed in 'Acknowledgements'.

Material published by the Royal Society of Chemistry to be used in another of our publications

Authors contributing to our publications (journal articles, book or book chapters) do not need to formally request permission to reproduce material contained in another Royal Society
of Chemistry publication. However, permission should be requested for use of a whole article or chapter. For all cases of reproduction the correct acknowledgement of the
reproduced material should be given. The form of the acknowledgement is dependent on the journal in which it was published originally, as detailed in the 'Acknowledgements'
section.

Using third party material in Royal Society of Chemistry publications

We must ensure that the material we publish does not infringe the copyright of others. We require the author(s) to obtain, at the earliest opportunity, the relevant permissions that
might be needed from third parties to include material that belongs to someone else.

Please contact the publisher/copyright owner of the third party material to check how they wish to receive permission requests. Please plan to submit your request well ahead of
publication of your material.

The most common procedures for permission requests are outlined below.

A number of publishers have opted out of receiving express permissions as long as they fall under the rules of the STM Permission Guidelines
(http://www.stm-assoc.org/copyright-legal-affairs/permissions/permissions-guidelines).
If they do not fall into the category above, the majority of publishers now use RightsLink from the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) to process their
requests.
Other publishers have their own permission request forms and/or specify what information they need to process any permission request.
If the publisher/copyright owner does not have a specific procedure please complete and submit the ‘permission request form for non-RSC materia
(/globalassets/05-journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licenses-copyright-permissions/ag-gc-permission-request-form-for-non-rsc-material.pdf)l’ form. Send the form to the
permission administrator or editor of the relevant publication.
If the copyright owner has opted to publish under a Creative Commons licence, licensees are required to obtain permission to do any of the things with a
work that the law reserves exclusively to a licensor and that the licence does not expressly allow. Licensees must credit the licensor, keep copyright
notices intact on all copies of the work, and link to the license from copies of the work.

In all cases the following rights need to be obtained.

Permission is required to include the specified material in the work described and in all subsequent editions of the work to be published by the Royal Society of Chemistry for
distribution throughout the world, in all media including electronic and microfilm and to use the material in conjunction with computer-based electronic and information retrieval
systems, to grant permissions for photocopying, reproductions and reprints, to translate the material and to publish the translation, and to authorise document delivery and
abstracting and indexing services.

Please note that the Royal Society of Chemistry is also a signatory to the STM Permission Guidelines.

Using material published by the Royal Society of Chemistry in material for another publisher

If you require permission to use material from one of our publications or website in a publication not owned by us, and you are not the author of our publication, the following
procedures should be followed.

Acknowledgements !

http://www.stm-assoc.org/copyright-legal-affairs/permissions/permissions-guidelines
http://www.rsc.org/globalassets/05-journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licenses-copyright-permissions/ag-gc-permission-request-form-for-non-rsc-material.pdf
javascript:;


Before sending in any request you should check that the material you wish to reproduce is not credited to a source other than the Royal Society of Chemistry. The credit for an image
will be given in the caption of the image or sometimes in the list of references. 

Please plan to submit your request well ahead of publication of your material. Please note that we are unable to supply artwork for the material you may wish to reproduce.

Reproducing material from a Royal Society of Chemistry journal

To request permission to reproduce material from a Royal Society of Chemistry journal please use RightsLink.

Reproducing material from other Royal Society of Chemistry publications

If you are reproducing material from a Royal Society of Chemistry book, education or science policy publication or a Royal Society of Chemistry website you must complete and
submit the online permission request form (http://www.rsc.org/publishing/Copyright/permissionform.cfm) (or the PDF version of the permission request form for Royal Society of Chemistry
material (/globalassets/05-journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licenses-copyright-permissions/ag-gc-permission-request-form-for-rsc-material.pdf)).

Requests are usually for use of a figure or diagram, but they may also be for use of the entire article or chapter. Requests to use individual figures or diagrams are invariably granted.
Permission for another publisher to print an entire Royal Society of Chemistry article or chapter may be granted in special circumstances.

The permission form should only be used to request permission to reproduce material from Royal Society of Chemistry books, Chemistry World, Education in Chemistry, and other
non-journal publications of the Royal Society of Chemistry. For these requests please complete and send the form to our publishing services team.

Email:Send us an email 

Email:Send us an email 

Contact our Contracts & Copyright Executive

Contact our Publishing customer services team

Share

    

Using Rightslink !

Advertisement

(http://oas.rsc.org/5c/www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-

permissions/L62/1083704607/Top/RSC/JohnsonMatthey_2017/updated_digital_jm_ad_May_2017_728x90.gif/625230586c6c4e7552346b4141494339?

x)

(http://oas.rsc.org/5c/www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-

permissions/L62/1083704607/Top/RSC/JohnsonMatthey_2017/updated_digital_jm_ad_May_2017_728x90.gif/625230586c6c4e7552346b4141494339?

x)

http://www.rsc.org/publishing/Copyright/permissionform.cfm
http://www.rsc.org/globalassets/05-journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licenses-copyright-permissions/ag-gc-permission-request-form-for-rsc-material.pdf
http://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/#
http://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/#
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/#deposition-sharing
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Licences%20copyright%20and%20permissions&url=http://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/#deposition-sharing&via=ChemistryWorld
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/#deposition-sharing&title=Licences%20copyright%20and%20permissions&summary=&source=
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/#deposition-sharing
http://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/#
javascript:;
http://oas.rsc.org/5c/www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/L62/1083704607/Top/RSC/JohnsonMatthey_2017/updated_digital_jm_ad_May_2017_728x90.gif/625230586c6c4e7552346b4141494339?x
http://oas.rsc.org/5c/www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/L62/1083704607/Top/RSC/JohnsonMatthey_2017/updated_digital_jm_ad_May_2017_728x90.gif/625230586c6c4e7552346b4141494339?x


Advertisement

(http://oas.rsc.org/5c/www.rsc.org/journals-books-

databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-

permissions/L62/170081375/TopRight/RSC/John_Wiley_RSC_2017/Wiley_RSC_May_300x250-

3-Wang-

banner.jpg/625230586c6c4e7552346b4141494339?x)

(http://oas.rsc.org/5c/www.rsc.org/journals-books-

databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-

permissions/L62/170081375/TopRight/RSC/John_Wiley_RSC_2017/Wiley_RSC_May_300x250-

3-Wang-

banner.jpg/625230586c6c4e7552346b4141494339?x)

Advertisement

(http://oas.rsc.org/5c/www.rsc.org/journals-books-

databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-

permissions/L62/618566409/BottomRight/RSC/Chemistry_World_Rsc.org_2016/Chemistry_World_RSC.org_Bottom_300x250.org.gif/625230586c6c4e7552346b4141494339?

x)

http://oas.rsc.org/5c/www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/L62/170081375/TopRight/RSC/John_Wiley_RSC_2017/Wiley_RSC_May_300x250-3-Wang-banner.jpg/625230586c6c4e7552346b4141494339?x
http://oas.rsc.org/5c/www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/L62/170081375/TopRight/RSC/John_Wiley_RSC_2017/Wiley_RSC_May_300x250-3-Wang-banner.jpg/625230586c6c4e7552346b4141494339?x
http://oas.rsc.org/5c/www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/L62/618566409/BottomRight/RSC/Chemistry_World_Rsc.org_2016/Chemistry_World_RSC.org_Bottom_300x250.org.gif/625230586c6c4e7552346b4141494339?x


(http://oas.rsc.org/5c/www.rsc.org/journals-books-

databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-

permissions/L62/618566409/BottomRight/RSC/Chemistry_World_Rsc.org_2016/Chemistry_World_RSC.org_Bottom_300x250.org.gif/625230586c6c4e7552346b4141494339?

x)

Recently viewed

Licences, copyright & permissions (/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/)

Not a member?

Apply for membership (/membership-and-community/join/)

Help (/help-legal/help/) | Advertise (/advertise/) | Legal (/help-legal/legal/) | Privacy (/help-legal/legal/privacy/) | Accessibility (/help-legal/legal/accessibility/)

© Royal Society of Chemistry 2017. Registered charity number 207890.

" # $ % &

Journals

(/journals-

books-

databases/)

Networks

(/membership-

and-

community/)

Contacts

(/locations-

contacts/)

http://oas.rsc.org/5c/www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/L62/618566409/BottomRight/RSC/Chemistry_World_Rsc.org_2016/Chemistry_World_RSC.org_Bottom_300x250.org.gif/625230586c6c4e7552346b4141494339?x
https://www.facebook.com/RoyalSocietyofChemistry
https://twitter.com/RoySocChem
http://www.linkedin.com/company/23105
http://www.youtube.com/user/wwwRSCorg
https://plus.google.com/113399675911040898889?prsrc=3
http://www.rsc.org/help-legal/help/
http://www.rsc.org/advertise/
http://www.rsc.org/help-legal/legal/
http://www.rsc.org/help-legal/legal/privacy/
http://www.rsc.org/help-legal/legal/accessibility/
http://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/licences-copyright-permissions/
http://www.rsc.org/membership-and-community/join/
http://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/
http://www.rsc.org/membership-and-community/
http://www.rsc.org/locations-contacts/

