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Pocahontas, VA:
Town Park Conceptual Master Plan and Town Connectivity Plan

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Project Overview
The Pocahontas Town Park is a narrow site spanning much of the northern edge
of downtown Pocahontas, VA. The Community Design Assistance Center (CDAC)
worked with members of the town to develop a conceptual master plan for a
redesign of the park focused on creating opportunities for healthier living. The
master plan addresses circulation and parking issues, underused event spaces, the
location of passive and active areas along the length of the park, and the protection
and utilization of historic elements and materials that currently exist on the site.
Along with the conceptual design of the park, the CDAC was tasked with creating a
conceptual pedestrian trail network that connected key destinations in and around
Pocahontas. This project is intended to be part of a greater overall redevelopment
effort by the town.
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View of Caboose and Town Park entrance from Centre Street.

View down Railroad Alley and the vehicle entrance to the park.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Project Location

Pocahontas
81
77

The Pocahontas is located in Tazewell County in southwest Virginia (above), and is
approximately fifteen minutes northwest of Bluefield, VA (below).
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

VIRGINIA

WEST VIRGINIA

The map above shows the Pocahontas town limits1 and the town’s location relative to
the West Virginia state line. The location of the town park is also indicated in red.

The site map above indicates the boundary of the town park.
Extent of town limits derived from Tazewell County, VA GIS;
www.gis.tazewellcounty.org/tazewellcountygis/
1
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Project Background
Pocahontas is a vibrant small-town community that continues to work toward
reinvigorating its future following severe economic challenges spanning the last
half century. At one time, the Town had one of the most diverse populations in the
country, a result of bringing miners in from all over the world. Once a vibrant “coal
mining” town, Pocahontas was “the place to be and be seen”. People flocked to
the area to enjoy a show at the Opera House, grab a bite to eat at the many diners,
coffee shop, ice cream parlor, browse the shops or an adult beverage at one of the
many saloons. In its heyday, the streets were crowded with so many people, there
was no room for vehicles on the brick streets, leading visitors to walk the town. The
population of Pocahontas peaked at just over 3,775 residents in the mid 1920’s,
when coal production was at its highest. The current population of Pocahontas is
only 365 people (a drop of over 85%). Most of the mines are closed, and the coke
ovens are long gone.
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Pocahontas is surrounded by numerous outdoor recreation assets, cultural
attractions, and regional development initiatives such as the Spearhead and HatfieldMcCoy ATV trail system. The Clinch River and its headwaters in Tazewell County
are just a short drive away, where Pocahontas has the opportunity to provide sister
outdoor recreation activities. The Pocahontas Indian Run, beginning and ending in
the downtown, remains a popular attraction among other festivals and community
events.
The Town of Pocahontas has been described as a “ghost town” compared to its size
in the heyday of coal mining. Arson fires have destroyed buildings that once housed
thousands of miners. Several blocks of Victorian buildings in the downtown district
are vacant, and multiple buildings have collapsed or have been demolished for
safety concerns. In 2007, the former company store collapsed due to lack of upkeep
and neglect.
The Town’s history, unique architecture, cultural traditions, natural beauty, historic
events, coal heritage, and national treasures all hold great economic potential.
By creating and enhancing the town’s greenspace and providing safe pedestrian
connectivity throughout the community, visitors can explore, learn and appreciate the
rich history, charm, and uniqueness of the Town of Pocahontas. Further, the Town
aims to celebrate its natural beauty and improve upon it. Doing so will encourage
visitors to come to town, boosting the local economy and business growth within the
town.2

2

Derived from the May 2018 Visionary Plan by the Town of Pocahontas Beautification Committee
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Design Process
The CDAC team visited Pocahontas three times over the course of the project. The
design process began with a stakeholder input session and site visit on May 24,
2018 at the Pocahontas Town Park in Pocahontas. During that visit the CDAC team
facilitated a discussion with several community members as well as the Vice-Mayor
of the town to discuss the broad vision for the future of the town, beautification of the
park area, and overall town connectivity plans.
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Student designers Anastasia Tolstikhin (center) and Grayson Blackburn (right) walk along the
south edge of the town park with community members.

Student designers Anastasia Tolstikhin (right) and Grayson Blackburn (left) collecting soil
samples around the town park for testing at the Virginia Tech Soil Lab.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
CDAC also had the opportunity to visit town destinations such as the Exhibition
Mine, the Historic Town Cemetery, and the Town Park. The site visit, photographs,
early sketches, and input from the community members, combined with historical
research, created a comprehensive foundation that the CDAC team used to develop
two initial conceptual master plans for the town park.
The team returned to Pocahontas on June 13, 2018 to take soil samples in order
to determine soil suitability for trees. Later that evening, the CDAC team presented
two preliminary design concepts for the town park. Following the presentation,
community members were encouraged to provide feedback about which concept
they preferred as well as what they (dis)liked and what they thought might have been
missing.
The team revised the preliminary design concepts into a final conceptual master plan
with supporting drawings. The final design concept was presented to community
members on June 27, 2018.
Meeting notes from the input sessions and presentations can be found in the
Appendix.
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CDAC student designers Anastasia Tolstikhin (left) and Grayson Blackburn (right) present
analysis and pedestrian connectivity drawings during the preliminary design presentation on
June 13th, 2018 to the community members in the Town of Pocahontas.
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FINAL DESIGN CONCEPT
Design Description
The Pocahontas Town Park Conceptual Master Plan focuses on three main areas.
The entry plaza and event space, the passive garden, and the activity fields. These
areas are then subdivided into more specialized areas focused on diversifying the
range of experiences available within the park for a variety of different user bases.
These areas are connected by a walking path around the park perimeter that
features Vita exercise stations to diversify the available exercise options and promote
healthier living. Following is a description of the design elements in the plan (see plan
on the following page).
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1. The entry plaza (L) is located just off of Centre Street and serves as the visual
and physical gateway into the park. This historic brick paved plaza holds outdoor
seating for the ice cream shop proposed inside the existing historic depot (M).
Additionally the space acts as the back half of the event area associated with the
Caboose Stage (J). The historic caboose will be moved to the back of the park,
north of its current position. The existing stage will be rotated around and given
a new, more appealing cover to match the style of the pavilions flanking each
side of the stage. Existing parking (D) will be moved west, farther away from
the intersection of Railroad Alley and Centre Street. This will improve the overall
safety and usability of the parking area, while preserving the historic brick. 		
									
2. The passive garden (H) will replace the existing playground on the western
third of the site. This area holds a meandering path that winds its way through
lush garden spaces of native trees and pollinator plants. The garden creates an
opportunity for users to stroll and rest in nature. The passive garden area also
creates a safety buffer by moving active play spaces away from the Pocahontas
Fire Department’s driveway. The garden path connects to the public sidewalk
across Railroad Alley, leading to the historic turnstiles and the Water Street Creek
Walk. Adjacent to the garden is the picnic pavilion (I). This shelter is shaded and
well suited for small group events.
3. The renewed playground area (O) will be shifted closer to the new restrooms and
basketball court, behind the existing yard master’s house (F). New playground
equipment will be sheltered by shade sails that span the length of the play area.
Play elements will increase in difficulty along the span of the playground allowing
for use by a wide range of age groups. A splash pad (N) is situated south of
the existing restrooms, behind the depot building. This is a fun, warm weather
attraction in close proximity to a changing area. During the off season this
concrete pad can serve as a foundation for events or a canvas for chalk drawings
to retain usability year round. The recreation field (K) and GaGa pit (P) are found
near the existing basketball court (G). These areas allow older kids and teens to
have a space of their own, removed from areas populated by younger children.
The following pages include the conceptual master plan of the park, perspectives, a
planting palette, and precedent images.
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Shown above is the caboose stage area and part of the entrance plaza. Shifting the existing stage to the other side of the caboose allows more effective use of the park space.
Restored historic brickwork serves as a unique landmark and an opportunity to incorporate Pocahontas’ history into its new town park.
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Perspective 1: Caboose Stage, Pavilions, and Brick Plaza
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The caboose and stage area is visible on the left. Outdoor restrooms are located in the building behind the pavilion. The splash pad is visible in the area between the restrooms
and the parking lot. The plaza area adjacent to the renovated depot (right) features tables with shade umbrellas. These are a part of the outdoor seating area for the proposed
restaurant in the renovated depot building. A paved path runs through the entire park, passing on both sides of the caboose.
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Perspective 2: Restaurant Plaza and Park Path
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The half basketball court is enclosed by colored fencing from the pedestrian paths and road. The fencing will help ensure stray basketballs do not bounce into the
surrounding park areas or Centre Street. The playground (left) and sports field are located between the basketball court and the depot. Vita exercise stations are
located just off of the main pedestrian path.
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Perspective 3: Basketball Court
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Eastern Red Cedar, Juniperus virginiana

River Birch, Betula nigra ‘Cully’ HERITAGE

Swamp White Oak, Quercus alba

Red Maple, Acer rubrum

Height: 30-65 feet
Spread: 8-25 feet
Bloom Time: Non-flowering
Sun: Full sun
Water: Dry to medium
Maintenance: Low

Height: 40 to 70 feet
Spread: 40 to 60 feet
Bloom Time: April to May
Sun: Full sun to part shade
Water: Medium to wet
Maintenance: Low

Height: 50-60 feet
Spread: 50-60 feet
Bloom Time: April
Sun: Full sun
Water: Medium to wet
Maintenance: Low

Height: 40-70 feet
Spread: 30-50 feet
Bloom Time: March to April
Sun: Full sun
Water: Medium to wet
Maintenance: Low

Swamp Milkweed, Asclepias incarnata

Blackeyed Susan, Rudbeckia hirta

New England Aster,
Symphyotrichum novae-angliae

Mountain Laurel, Kalmia latifolia

Flowers are a nectar source for many butterflies and
leaves are a food source for Monarch caterpillars. Very
tolerant of wet and poorly drained soils.
Height: 4-5 feet
Spread: 2-3 feet
Bloom Time: July to August
Sun: Full sun
Water: Medium to wet
Maintenance: Low

Can be biennual or annual. Attracts butterflies and other
pollinators.

Height: 2-3 feet
Spread: 1-2 feet
Bloom Time: June to September
Sun: Full sun
Water: Medium
Maintenance: Low

One of the latest fall blooming plants. Frequented by bees and
pre-hibernation bumble bee queens.
Height: 3-6 feet
Spread: 2-3 feet
Bloom Time: August to September
Sun: Full sun
Water: Medium
Maintenance: Medium

Noted for its excellent spring flowers and quality year
round foliage. Superior flowering shrub for groups
or massing in shrub borders, woodland areas or
naturalized areas.
Height: 5 to 15 feet
Spread: 5 to 15 feet
Bloom Time: May
Sun: Part shade
Water: Medium
Maintenance: Medium
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Tree and Pollinator Planting Palette

Fast growing, deciduous shade tree with vibrant red fall
foliage. Prefers moist soils.

Final Site Concept
June 27, 2018
Final
Design Plant
Concept
Tree and
Pollinator
Palette

Medium deciduous tree that is very tolerant of wet soils.

Master Plan and Town Connectivity Plan

Easily grown in medium to wet soils in full sun to part
shade.

Pocahontas, VA:
Pocahontas
Town Park
Site Master Plan
Pocahontas,
VA:Conceptual
Town Park Conceptual

Evergreen tree that tolerates a variety of soil conditions.
Females produce berry-like cones that attract birds.
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Brick plaza with outdoor bench seating.

Vita exercise station along a park path.

Lush garden path at Virginia Tech’s Horticulture Garden.

Native flowers and plantings in the garden area attract butterflies and pollinators.

Splash pad in a community park.

Railroad-style shelter with a roof peak design that lets in more natural light.

Playground under shade sails.

LOVE sign at Heartwood in Abingdon, VA.

Final Site Concept
June 27, 2018
Precedent Images

GaGa pit located at the north end of the playground.
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FINAL DESIGN CONCEPT
Pedestrian Connectivity Maps
Design Description:
The Pedestrian Connectivity Maps are intended as a framework for a town-wide
pedestrian network. This network begins to tell the story of how the people of
Pocahontas live, work, play, and pray both historically and today. Following are the
various categories of connectivity maps. Three specialized maps, focused on specific
categories of locations and landmarks, branch off of a base route that connects the
town’s most popular attractions.
Town Overview:
The base route utilizes the existing path through the town park to connect
pedestrians to the Pocahontas Cemetery, Exhibition Coal Mine, and downtown
Pocahontas. Proposed extensions to the existing path would make pedestrian traffic
to these separated locations safer and more enjoyable for pedestrians.		
Historic Route:
The multitude of historic buildings and landmarks in downtown Pocahontas creates
the need for a spur loop down Water Street to connect to sites like the Opera House,
Pocahontas Fuel Company Headquarters, the historic hospital, and one room
schoolhouse. This extension brings visitors out into the long existing neighborhood to
get a glimpse of daily life in contemporary Pocahontas.		
Outdoor Recreation:
Outdoor recreation is shaping up to be a primary draw for tourism in Pocahontas.
Extensions of the base trail connecting to the Spearhead Trails trailhead, Joe Hill
Ball Park, and Water Street Creek Walk bring users closer to recreation opportunities
and the underutilized natural beauty of Pocahontas and the surrounding landscape.
								
Religious Institution Route:
The number of active churches of a wide variety of denominations found within the
town limits is astounding. This, combined with the historical value of the buildings
and the importance of the Pocahontas Cemetery, creates a need for a walking route
revolving around religious institutions. 					
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Pedestrian Connectivity Maps: Town Overview
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Pedestrian Connectivity Maps: Historic Route

a

o
ailr

Legend

Final Design Concept

ve.
dA

Pocahontas, VA: Town Park Conceptual
Master Plan and Town Connectivity Plan

B

cd
ac

community design
assistance center
College of Architecture and Urban Studies
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University

Disclaimer : This drawing is
conceptual and was prepared
to show approximate location
and arrangement of site features.
It is subject to change and is
not intended to replace the
use of construction documents.
The client should consult
appropriate professionals before
any construction or site work is
undertaken. The Community
Design Assistance Center is not
responsible for the inappropriate
use of this drawing.

A

oa

ilr
Ra

r

te
Wa

ter
a
W

St.

Existing Trail
Proposed Trail
Laurel Fork
Possible Alternate Connection*

D

		*requires partnership w/

St.

ir

la
t. C

S

St.

		

private land owner
Town
Asset

t.

eS

ntr
Ce

E

Historic
Location

Final Design Concept

.
St

ey

ll
dA

Legend

C

C

en

tre

G

Pocahontas, VA: Town Park Conceptual
Master Plan and Town Connectivity Plan

a

ilro

Ra

F

ve.
A
d

A - Pocahontas Cemetery
B - Exhibition Mine
C - Town Park
D - Water St. Creek Walk
E - Centre St. Overlook
F - Joe Hill Ball Park
G - Spearhead ATV Trailhead

24

Pedestrian Connectivity Maps: Outdoor Recreation Route
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Pedestrian Connectivity Maps: Religious Institutions Route
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Pocahontas, VA:
Town Park Conceptual Master Plan and Town Connectivity Plan

SITE INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
Key Considerations
The Pocahontas Town Park is a narrow strip of land along the northern edge of
town built upon the footprint of the historic rail yard. A walking path currently loops
the perimeter of the site with a connection to the Exhibition Coal Mine. There
are opportunities to expand pedestrian connectivity to incorporate the Historic
Pocahontas Cemetery and downtown destinations.
Key Considerations:
1. An informal parking area is located within an unsafe proximity to the intersection
of Railroad Alley and Centre St.
2. The size and quality of the pathway along the walking loop is not consistent
throughout the park. Establishing a uniform pathway will improve the overall
aesthetic quality of the park.
3. Long, narrow green spaces are awkwardly placed and sized. This currently
makes programming difficult.
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4. New lighting fixtures, restroom and deck, and half-court basketball court to be
retained and embraced in the design.
5. Historic assets (the caboose, depot, and historic brick) to be retained, renovated,
and re-purposed to better emphasize the historic character of the park and the
town.
6. Historical brick can be found under existing asphalt adjacent to the town park and
has the potential to be a unique design feature of the park’s design.
7. The Pocahontas Fire Department driveway crosses over the pedestrian route
leading out of the western edge of the site. Proposed activities should be kept to
a minimum in that area to ensure the drive is always clear.
8. Poorly drained soils rich with coal dust may make planting difficult to establish
and sustain.
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Old turnstile entrance to the river walk along Laurel Fork.

Elevated concrete path along the north bank of Laurel Fork.

View down St. Clair St. looking towards the Opera House and the two old fire
stations.

Facade of the old fire station and the Opera House on St. Clair St.

Pedestrian entry into the Pocahontas Cemetery off of Centre St.
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Existing Conditions: Town-Wide

View from the south end of Centre St. looking northwest toward downtown
Pocahontas.

Preliminary Site Concept
June 13, 2018
Downtown Area: Existing Conditions

The old Cricket and Elkhorn Saloons on the north end of Centre St. next to the Town
Park.

Master Plan and Town Connectivity Plan

View along Centre St. looking south towards the overlook.
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VA:Conceptual
Town Park Conceptual

View south down Centre St. from the bridge crossing Laurel Fork. The old company
store used to be on the corner to the left.
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Railroad Alley and edge of town park.

Park path with view of the newly build restrooms (left) and the caboose stage (right).

Northeastern tip of the town park near the railroad crossing.

Yard Master’s house on Centre St.

Playground on the western end of the town park.

Existing Conditions: Town Park

Picnic shelter and parking area at the town park.

Preliminary Site Concept
June 13, 2018
Town Park: Existing Conditions

Paved/parking area south of the town park. Historic brick pavement visible beneath
the asphalt (left).

Master Plan and Town Connectivity Plan

South face of old depot building at the center of the town park.
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View north down Centre St. looking towards the park and caboose stage.
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Pedestrian entrance to the historic cemetery connects
to Centre Street and proposed pedestrian link

3-Railroad Crossing

Proposed pedestrian link to the cemetery connects to
the existing pedestrian route through the park at the
crossing of the historic rail line.

4-Town Park Axis

Centre Street meets Railroad Alley at the functional
center of the Town Park.

5-Fire Department Access

The roadway to the Pocahontas Fire Department
must be accessible at all times. Intersection might
pose a danger to pedestrians in the park.

6-Historic Brick Streets

St. Clair Street hosts a wall of historic buildings
including the Opera House as well as the signature
historic brick streets.

7-Exhibition Mine Connection
1000 ft.

The intersection of Boissevain Road, Exhibition Mine
Road, and the pedestrian trail is disconnected from the
Exhibition mine entrance.
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Town Circulation Analysis
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Inventory and Analysis

Key Intersections
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Floodplain:
Proximity to Laurel Fork
poses a concern for flooding.
The entirety of Pocahontas
Town Park is located within
the 100 year flood plain. The
10 year flood plain runs
through the center of
downtown Pocahontas.

Parking:
Old brick paved road remaining.
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Vegetation:
Lack of dense vegetation in park area
provides the opportunity to consolidate
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Location:
5
The park is centrally located at the axis
of the main roads in town and is a
prominent visible element from the main
entry into town.
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Site Analysis

100 Year Flood

7
Intersections:
Unmarked road crossing
poses a danger to
pedestrians.

Inventory and Analysis

10 Year Flood

Access:
3
Road access must be kept clear for fire
department. Road also poses a potential
hazard to children and pedestrians on the
trail towards the exhibition mine due to
emergency vehicles.
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Trails:
Spearhead ATV trailhead is
a major potential destination
for visitors. Opportunities for
trail connections west to the
ballfield and exhibition mine.
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Pocahontas, VA:
Town Park Conceptual Master Plan and Town Connectivity Plan

PRELIMINARY DESIGN CONCEPTS
Pocahontas Town Park: Concept 1
Design Description:
The first concept for the town park focused on modest improvements and mostly
included elements that were already on the site with some added spaces for
recreational activities as suggested by community members.
A passive area was left on the western end of the park for more leisurely activities
such as picnics and walkings in the park. This area includes picnic tables and
benches along a meandering path. Parking is located both adjacent to this end of
the park as well as on the other side of the old depot building.
An entry plaza is centrally located on the west side of the depot and on axis with
Centre Street. The plaza contains seating and a LOVE sign (www.virginia.org/love)
for photo opportunities. The old depot building attached to the plaza will serve as a
visitor/Information center.
The caboose and its attached covered stage will be rotated 90 degrees to utilize the
lawn space behind the depot for events and concert seating.
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The playground will be moved to the center of the park, in the area behind the old
yard master’s house. In this location, it will be more sheltered from the vehicle traffic
on Centre street. The playground is divided into 3 areas based on age groups and
also contains a small pavilion for families.
The sports field and basketball court are found on the northern end of the park
along with the active vita exercise course. A paved pedestrian loop circles the entire
park, providing guests and community members with the opportunity to exercise by
walking or running laps. Larger native tree species are added throughout the park to
provide more shade.
The preliminary plan for Concept 1 and precedent images follow.
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LOVE sign in Roanoke, Virginia.

Passive garden space with shade trees and benches.

Vita (Fit-Trail) exercise station.

Park entrance sign.

Sandbox for younger children with pergola shade structure.

Shared playground for children of mixed ages.

Toddler playground.
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Preliminary Design
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June 13, 2018
Precedent Images
Concept 1: Precedent Images

Wooden stage with pergola.
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Covered stage that would be set against the side of the Caboose.
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Pocahontas, VA:
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PRELIMINARY DESIGN CONCEPTS
Pocahontas Town Park: Concept 2
Design Description:
This concept focused on creating a wider variety of possible experiences within the
boundaries of the site and improving the flow from one space to the next.
The addition of much needed shade trees improves the park experience for users
on hot, summer days. Native flowering shrubs provides seasonal interest and an
additional source of spatial definition. Plants such as milkweed and laurel also
provide food for pollinators.
A brick entry plaza serves as a gateway between the park and downtown
Pocahontas. The plaza opens up to expand the event space associated with the
redesigned caboose stage. The stage and flanking pavilions create flexible spaces
for use by a variety of users year round. The pavilion construction pays homage to
the railway awnings that historically covered the passenger platform.
The adjacent historic depot, where the train station once stood, is proposed to be repurposed into an ice cream/light concessions restaurant that has space in the plaza
for outdoor seating. The re-purposing of the Depot establishes another attraction in
the center of town to draw visitors in, creating more demand for additional shops or
restaurants.
The addition of a splash pad near the new restrooms provides a flexible activity
space for town citizens as well as visitors. Close proximity to the restrooms allows for
easy access to existing water lines and changing rooms. An adjacent seating area
allows parents to keep an eye on children.
A new playground will be situated behind the historic Yard Master’s house, away
from the Fire Dept. access road. New play elements will range in complexity and
challenge, as they progress away from the restroom area and to the new basketball
court. This allows children of a range of ages to enjoy their own areas within the
playground and be able to observe older peers’ activity occurring nearby. A GaGa pit,
open recreation field, and the existing new basketball court offer older kids, teens, or
individuals looking for more structured activity to have their own space.
The eastern side of the park is home to a meandering garden, rich with native shade
trees and flowering plants. Users looking to find a restful and relaxing location within
the park will enjoy the sequences of small nature enveloped spaces dotted with
seating opportunities. Not only does this provide a place for more passive, peaceful
activity but it creates a much safer condition around the Fire Department access
road as well as a connection to the Water Street Creek Walk.
The preliminary plan for Concept 2 and precedent images follow.
c d community design
a c assistance center
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5. Small Group Shelter
Proposed Shelter

This shelter is separate from the main event
space and caters toward private groups and
small events. A patio and fire pit provide a
great space for an evening get together or
family reunions.

es

The gaga pit, open field, and basketball court
provide places for more organized sporting
activities. Equipment that can be rented from
the depot would ensure the kids of Pocahontas
would always be able to make use of these
areas to their fullest.

10. Vita Courses

Sheltered exercise equipment located along
the main walking loop provide opportunity for
healthier living by diversifying the exercise
activity for walkers in the park.
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Master Plan

9. Rec. Field + Basketball Court

Re-purposing the Depot into an ice cream &
concessions shop creates a new destination for
families and tourists in Downtown Pocahontas.
Indoor and outdoor seating and close proximity
to the main event space in the park ensures a
strong customer base during events.

Preliminary Site Concept
JuneDesign
13, 2018
Preliminary
Concept 2
Concept 2: Park Master Plan

4. Depot Ice Cream Shop

Weaving play elements under the canopy of
large trees provides a much needed shaded
play area for the kids of Pocahontas. Play
elements at different challenge levels creates
opportunities for multiple age groups to be
spread out over the length of the playground.

Pocahontas, VA:

8. Forested Playground

This brick paved plaza is the primary threshold
between Center St. and the Park. Visitors
are welcomed into the park by an information
board and outdoor seating for the Depot Ice
Cream Shop.
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10

ng
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arriving by vehicle.

A winding path through a lush garden of
native flowers, shrubs, and trees creates
opportunities for peaceful places of rest and
relaxing strolls. Connection to the Creek Walk
Trail extends this natural experience into the
heart of Downtown Pocahontas.
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A splash pad could serve as a great summer
attraction to families in Pocahontas. Located
near to the new bathrooms, covered outdoor
seating, and the renovated Depot ensures
visitors have all the amenities they need to
have a fun and safe experience.
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This space serves as the central heart of
activity in the Pocahontas Town Park. The
historic caboose and raised stage acts as
a focal point of attention while the flanking
pavilions provide a place for vendors to set up
or visitors to escape from the weather.
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Vita exercise course station along a park path.

Lush garden path at Virginia Tech’s Horticulture Garden.

Natural flowers and plantings in the garden area attract butterflies and pollinators.

Splash pad in a community park.

Railroad-style shelter is open to light and air.

Naturally shaded playground.

LOVE sign at Heartwood in Abingdon, VA.

Preliminary Site Concept
Preliminary Design Concept 2
June 13, 2018
Images
Concept 2:Precedent
Precedent
Images

Outdoor seating in a brick plaza.
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GaGa pit to be located at the north end of the playground.
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Pocahontas, VA:
Town Park Conceptual Master Plan and Town Connectivity Plan

MEETING NOTES
Stakeholder Input Session: May 24, 2018
Pocahontas Town Park
Park Design Ideas:
General
		
-Want the park to tell visitors, “You’re here!”
		-Separate atmospheres
			
-Active; playground, basketball court (east side, away from
			
fire department entrance)
			
-Passive; quiet, reflective (west side)
		
-Must keep road access to fire department and ball field
-Pathways leading from parking to primary trail can be moved/
consolidated
		
-Primary, paved trail that runs parallel to the old railroad the length
		
of the park works well
		-Must stay:
			
-Road to fire department and ball field
-Historic brick; can move (though not ideal) but need to 		
incorporate the brick some how
40

Signage
		-“Needs something”
-Likes the idea over an over-the-road sign where the old railroad 		
crosses Centre St.
		
-Information kiosk: consider adding in the town park
-Way-finding, community map, community news/general
information
		-Entry signs
-“When do you know when you’re here?”, at the old railroad
crossing on Centre St. after passing the cemetery on the way
into town
Lighting
-Likes the current lighting that is in the park and would like to expand
to other areas
-Need lighting at horseshoe area (horseshoes can be moved as
needed)
Caboose
		
-Is a popular area for large gathering
		
-Orientation seems to be backwards
-Tables and shelter are on the backside but people often
gather more on the street side
c d community design
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MEETING NOTES
-Blocks views of activities happening behind the caboose (in a
negative way)
-Community is open to moving but would still like the caboose to be a
central focus and have strong visibility from Centre St.
Brick walkways and parking
		
-Really like the historic exposed brick that is currently present
-Would like to cleanup and further expose; expand brick walkway
further down Railroad Alley to connect to the public sidewalk that goes
between private historic homes to the turnstiles
-Parking is very unorganized and dangerous backing into Centre St.
Reconfigure and could possibly incorporate existing brick surfaces
Former train station
		
-Would like to restore original wide-plank siding
		
-Had metal awning that covered the pedestrian platform
		
-Original structure was larger but there was a fire a built back to its
		
current size
-Current building is occupied as a thrift store operated by the Center
for Christian Action
-This group is very community oriented and is open to
relocating should the building be needed for something else
that benefits the community
Other design suggestions:
		-Small pond
		-Shade trees
		
-Butterfly garden
		-Splash park
		
-‘LOVE’ sign (Virginia Tourism Corporation program)
		
-Dog waste stations with water for filling dog bowls
		
-Playground equipment (new, work with KaBOOM!)
		-Benches
		
-Edible plants (Paw paw)
		
-Vita course (exercise stations)
		
-Storage building/ equipment check out station in the summer
		-Disc golf
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Pocahontas, VA:
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MEETING NOTES
Preliminary Design Presentation: June 13, 2018
Pocahontas United Methodist Church
Both Concepts
-Playground location
-Passive play location
-Basketball court; should be enclosed with an aesthetic fence style; 		
research precedents for fence type
Concept 1
-Likes
-Wood siding of the depot and restrooms
-Dislikes
-Changes
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Concept 2
-Likes
		
-Caboose layout (pushed back rather than rotated) with flanking 		
			pavilions
		-‘LOVE’ sign
			
-Caboose/ Depot as backdrop for taking pictures
			-https://www.vatc.org/loveworkreimbursement/
-“In an effort to extend the brand message – and after seeing
the popularity of the LOVE signs created at Welcome Centers
around the Commonwealth – Virginia Tourism established the
LOVEwork Reimbursement program in 2013. The program
was a success, with 16 LOVEworks created in the first year
and travelers of all ages interacting with the structures every
day. A second LOVEwork Reimbursement fund was opened
in 2014 and has remained open since, and nearly 100
LOVEworks have been built around the Commonwealth.”- VTC
-“The LOVEworks have become special places, not only for
local communities, but also for travelers. People are drawn
to the LOVE letters and often choose them as backdrops
for special occasions such as engagements, family photos,
memorable road trips and more!”-VTC
		-Splash pad
		
-VITA exercise course-spread throughout the park
		
-Depot as restaurant, ice cream, visitor information
-Dislikes
-Trees covering the playground; increased maintenance/leaves mixing
in with the mulch; would still like some type off a shade structure
-Changes
		
-Stage needs a covering; don’t hide the caboose
c d community design
a c assistance center
College of Architecture and Urban Studies
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University

Pocahontas, VA:
Town Park Conceptual Master Plan and Town Connectivity Plan

MEETING NOTES
-Raise the lowest part of the stage cover to be where the peak
of the current stage cover is.
-Use the same proportions as the current caboose shelter but
have the eve begin about the middle of the caboose (so that
water doesn’t drain off onto the back part of the stage)
-U-shaped pavilions that connect the two flanking shelters and
covering the stage?
		
-Parking between Depot and Yard Master’s house
				
-HPI owns the Yard Master’s house; parking can run
				
the entire extent of this space rather than cutting off in
				the middle
		
-Playground: add shelter for shade instead of shade trees
-What’s Missing
		
-Volleyball; sand
		
-Horseshoe pits; already exist, keep
-Other considerations
-Explore options where stage might be separate from but still close to
the caboose
		
-Yard Master’s house
			
-Board and batten siding
			
-House was primarily white with yellow trim at the corners
		
-Would like matching light fixtures throughout the park
		-Trail connectivity
			
-Consider moving the trail section between the Pocahontas
			
Cemetery and the Town Park to go behind the private 		
			
houses and down Brown Road
				
-This adjustment will require partnering with impacted
				
private landowners to obtain a recreational easement
-This would have the trail avoid the blind-curve that is
located at the pedestrian entrance to the cemetery and
where the existing sidewalk is very narrow and lacks
proper curbing.
		
-Would like a perspective of the creek walk cleaned up
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Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
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FERTILIZER AND LIMESTONE RECOMMENDATIONS
Crop: FLOWER GARDEN (211)

619. Lime recommendations: NONE NEEDED.

2

630. Soil pH needs to be lower. So first, do NOT apply any liming material, including wood ashes. To help reduce the pH, do one of the following.
OPTION #1 - Apply 10 pounds of aluminum sulfate per 100 square feet. OPTION #2 - Apply one and a half pounds of elemental ("free"/85-100%
pure) sulfur (as a fine powder, called "flowers of sulfur") per 100 square feet. Preferably, mix either one into the soil, and retest the soil after 4 to 6
months to determine if further applications are needed. Option #2 works slower, but is longer lasting, and safer, especially for blueberries. Option
#1 works faster and is better for obtaining blue hydrangeas. Take care not to over apply either one to existing plants, and it is safest to apply no
more than 5 pounds of aluminum sulfate per 100 square feet per month until the full amount has been applied.
991. "Explanation of Soil Tests, Note 1" and other referenced notes are viewable at www.soiltest.vt.edu under Report Notes.
221. FERTILIZER RECOMMENDATIONS: Apply 4 lbs (10 cups) of 5-10-10 or 2 lbs of 10-20-20 per 100 square feet. For additional information
on fertilization, see Note 19.
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619. Lime recommendations: NONE NEEDED.
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991. "Explanation of Soil Tests, Note 1" and other referenced notes are viewable at www.soiltest.vt.edu under Report Notes.
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619. Lime recommendations: NONE NEEDED.
991. "Explanation of Soil Tests, Note 1" and other referenced notes are viewable at www.soiltest.vt.edu under Report Notes.
221. FERTILIZER RECOMMENDATIONS: Apply 4 lbs (10 cups) of 5-10-10 or 2 lbs of 10-20-20 per 100 square feet. For additional information
on fertilization, see Note 19.
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