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The Yellow Sulphur Springs Resort in Montgomery County, Vir ... 
ginia, traces its origin to the year 1800 and entrepreneur Charles Tay.. 
lor. It was around this time that Taylor assisted in constructing a small 
set of log buildings to host travelers and guests seeking the health 

This aerial photograph from 2002 shows the location of the Yellow 
Sulphur Springs Resort. 1 
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benefits of the spring water. 2 One of these buildings from 1810 with 
its meager 20' x 20' footprint evolved into the hotel that remains on 
the site today. In the interim Yellow Sulphur Springs grew significantly 
in popularity before falling into obscurity just before the Depression. 
Its increase in prominence stemmed from its proximity to new rail-
road lines, its inclusion in a summer springs circuit, and good public-
ity from artists such as Edward Beyer3 and writers such as Edward 
Pollard.4 Setting aside the particulars of these influences as well as the 
medicinal history of the springs,5 we can perceive at least one impor-
tant trait of the spring resorts through a brief analysis of the architec-
ture. 

A walk around the grounds of Yellow Sulphur Springs or a tour 
through photographs taken there reveals a revolving door of archi-
tectural styles, sometimes blended or overlaid and sometimes set in 
opposition to one another. These incongruities proceed in part from 
the varying tastes of the resort's owners but are also a sign of their 
singular intention. The attraction of Yellow Sulphur Springs, like the 

This 1871 photograph shows the old hotel following the 
addition of the porch.6 The springhouse pavilion on the right 
was a new addition. 
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other mineral springs resorts of its day, was somewhat less about the 
springs themselves and more about the fashion of visiting them, less 
about the ancient waters from the ground and more about new at.. 
tractions on the grounds. This reality was understood by its owners 
and is demonstrated in the architecture of the three hotel buildings 
that, at one time or another, have stood on the site. 

In 184 2 Armistead W. Forrest purchased the resort and began a 
series of building projects. In addition to expanding the hotel, Forrest 
concentrated on a series ofcottage rows in the "Greek cottage style. "7 

Similar measures were taken following the 1853 purchase by Thomas 
H. Foulkes, Charles P. Gardner, and James B. Edmundson. This time a 
more cohesive Greek Revival style characterized the new cottage rows, 
and a new porch accompanied the expansion to the hotel.8 The col.. 
umns of the porch, regularly spaced at 10 feet, presented a symmetri .. 
cal fa~ade to mask the asymmetries of the doors and windows. The 
owners' preference for Greek Revival was consistent with the time 
period, and this style was also chosen for the renovations to Solitude . 
by Robert and Mary Preston, circa 1851.9 In the case of Yellow Sul.. 

The second hotel after its completion in 1871 10 
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This image depicts the layout of the Yellow Sulphur Springs Resort. 
The two hotel locations were approximately 150 paces apart. 11 

phur Springs, and particularly for the hotel, it is evident that the style, 
as with most vernacular examples, was highly superficial in nature. 

The resort grew steadily in popularity before and after the Civil 
War until it was bought by J.J. Wade and J. Wade in 1871. Seeking to 
lodge more guests and to keep pace with other area resorts, the Wades 
built a second hotel with 40 guestrooms. 12 Its bilateral symmetry, de .. 
fined center, horizontal divisions, and rectangular spaces were strong 
neo .. classical features, 13 but its extensive veranda and mansard roof 
were romantic elements, familiar to many of the metropolitan visi .. 
tors. This sort of architectural accessorizing demonstrates again the 
importance placed on fashionable accommodations. Standing oppo .. 
site the old hotel and serving as a complementary bookend, the new 
hotel also helped to formally frame the space between, which served 
as a prime spot to see and be seen while on walks to and from the 
springhouse. 

Unfortunately for the Wades, their new building burned in 1873, 
leading to a period of financial turmoil. In 1886, Captain Ridgeway 
Holt purchased the property for $4,653, less than one ..fifth the price 
paid by the Wades fifteen years earlier. 14 Seeking to capitalize on the 
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The third hotel after its completion in 188815 

bargain, Holt invested heavily in a new hotel with 60 guestrooms. By 
1888 the new building was complete, and whereas the second hotel 
had straddled the line between the Greek and romantic revivals, the 
third presented a full ..blown romantic aesthetic and picturesque style. 
It was asymmetrical; emphasized vertical elements, such as its comer 
turret; and featured non..rectangular interior spaces. 16 

Curiously, though, the third hotel was located on the same spot 
where the second had stood. This decision is perhaps the most indica .. 
tive of all that these buildings served as fashionable set pieces. It was 
not located in a grove of massive oaks, nor on a distant hill overlook .. 
ing the road, nor any other spot particularly consistent with the En .. 
glish gardens or picturesque landscape paintings that preceded it. Jn.. 
stead it was propped up on the most convenient spot and near the 
entrance to the resort where guests could quickly note its contempo .. 
rary face. 

What a marvelous face it was, though, and what a fascinating 
play it assisted in staging. The Yellow Sulphur Springs Resort closed in 
1923, 17 and following years of neglect, the third hotel was dismantled 
in 1944. 18 As with the second hotel, however, it lives on in the few 
photographs that remain, and these are enough to give at least a little 
insight into the fashion consciousness of the spring resorts and their 
guests. 
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