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t5'mithfield is an important historic property adjacent to the 
campus ofVirginia Polytechnic Institute and State University in Blacks-
burg, Virginia. The manor house, constructed around 1774 on the 
frontier, is a premier example of early American architecture and is 
one of few such regional structures of that period to survive. It was 
the last home of Colonel William Preston, a noted surveyor and de-
veloper of western lands, who served as an important colonial and 
Revolutionary War leader. Preston named the 2,000-acre plantation 
"Smithfield" in honor of his wife, Susanna Smith. Ulday, the manor 
house is a museum that is interpreted and administered by a local 
group of volunteers. 

In 1997 The Smithfield Review was founded with the purpose of 
helping to preserve the often neglected history of the region west of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains in Virginia and adjacent states. We seek 
articles about important personages and events; reports of archaeo-
logical discoveries; and analyses of the social, political, and architec-
tural history of the region. Whenever possible and appropriate, the 
articles will incorporate letters, speeches, and other primary docu-
ments that convey to the reader a direct sense of the past. 
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A Note from the Editors 
The small, fragile settlements along the east coast of North 

America in the early 1600s initiated what some have called "The Great 
Migration" - the historic ever-westward march of humanity that 
eventually populated what became the United States. In the mid 1700s 
the frontier of this migration reached the Eastern Continental Divide 
at the southern end of the Allegheny Mountains, a difficult barrier to 
cross. Four of the five articles in this issue address specific segments of 
this mass movement and the complex context within which the move-
ment occurred. 

The first article tells the story of one of the very first families to 
settle on the west side of the Allegheny Ridge. "Adam Harman, Ger-
man Pioneer on the New River" was written by Zola Troutman Noble, 
currently an associate professor of English at Anderson University in 
Anderson, Indiana. The frontier settlement of Draper's Meadows (now 
Blacksburg) was on one of the earliest and best routes over the Al-
legheny ridge. One segment of this early route extended westward 
from the Fincastle region along the Catawba valley, then over the 
ridge through Draper's Meadows to Adam Harman's house on the 
New River. 

In 1773 William Preston selected Draper's Meadows as the site 
of his new home - Smithfield, just within the eastern boundary of 
the great Mississippi River basin. From Smithfield he launched mas-
sive real-estate ventures to the west. Our second article, "The Cen-
tral Role of William Preston and Other Smithfield Region Leaders in 
the Opening up of Kentucky" is authored by Meredith Mason Brown, 
a descendant of William Preston. Brown is the author of Frontiers-
man: Daniel Boone and the Making of America (LSU Press, 2008). Dur-
ing his work on that book, Brown came to realize the importance of 
the Smithfield region leaders in the opening of western Virginia, in-
cluding what is now Kentucky; portions of this article are based on his 
book. Brown, a lawyer and historian, is a graduate of Harvard Col-
lege, where he majored in American history, and of Harvard Law 
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School. After a career in New York City with an international law 
firm, he now lives in Stonington, Connecticut. 

In the midst of the aforementioned westward migration, the Revo-
lutionary War began, adding to the complexity of affairs in the entire 
Appalachian region. The third article, which conveys part of this com-
plexity, is a continuation of Richard Osborn's article that began in the 
previous issue ofThe Smithfield Review. It covers the crucial, final year 
of the Revolution, a year in which the tides of war changed and the 
English were finally defeated at Yorktown. Preston's role in that con-
flict is the subject of"William Preston, Revolutionary, 1781" by Rich-
ard Osborn, currently the president of Pacific Union College in 
Angwin, California. 

The article "The Diaries of Rosanna Croy Dawson" provides a 
brief departure from the great migration theme of the other articles. 
The diaries provide some insight into the nature of life in Blacksburg 
at the end of the nineteenth century, slightly more than a century 
after the events in the other articles of this issue. We find names of 
persons and places that formed the fabric of a small but growing town 
interwoven with an emerging land-grant college called Virginia Agri-
cultural and Mechanical College. With the benefit of hindsight, we 
can now recognize that within about one hundred years, the Draper's 
Meadows/Blacksburg community evolved from a frontier town in the 
geographical sense to a town on the frontier of higher education. The 
diaries are transcribed by Joann (Pack) Sutphin, a lifelong resident of 
Blacksburg and the great-great granddaughter of the author of the 
diaries. Joann is currently a co-director of Historic Smithfield Planta-
tion (a branch of APV A Preservation Virginia). 

Near Seven Mile Ford, Virginia, a few miles west of Marion, Vir-
ginia, on the main route to Tennessee and Kentucky, lies the historic 
Aspenvale Cemetery, a Registered National Historical Site and a Vir-
ginia Historic Landmark. It is the final resting place of an unusual 
number of people who were important in our nation's early history, 
including General William Campbell, the hero of the pivotal Battle of 
King's Mountain. The article provides a brief study of the events of 
that era, followed by an in-depth study of the cemetery, including 
brief biographies of the people buried there. "Aspenvale Cemetery 
and Its Place in the History of Southwest Virginia" was written by Jim 
Glanville, a retired chemistry professor at Virginia Tech, and John 
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Preston, a retired city and university planner of Knoxville, Tennessee 
John Preston and his two brothers currently own the cemetery. 

"A Brief Note" by Jim Glanville provides an update to an earlier 
article {volume 8) about an early Spanish intrusion into Southwest 
Virginia. The article was based on recent archaeological and archival 
research and has initiated an expanded understanding of southwest-
ern Virginia history. 

Again, we are indebted to Mary Holliman of Pocahontas Press, 
Peter Wallenstein of the Virginia Tech history department, our Smith-
field Review Management Committee, our donors, and our many 
anonymous reviewers and copy editors. It is indeed a team effort for 
which we are grateful. 

Hugh G. Campbell, Editor 
Editorial Board: 
Clara B. Cox 
Charles L. Taylor 

Smithfield Review Management Board 
Jackie Eddy Candi Kelly 
Nancy Felch Susanna Kibler 
Diane Hoover Nancy Smith 

Lori Toliver-Jones 
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Adam Harman, German Pioneer 
on the New River 

Zola Troutman Noble 

Along the New River near Eggleston, Virginia, limestone pali-
sades, jagged and forbidding, jut skyward from the river's edge as high 
as 250 feet. Below the cliffs, the river plunges to an approximate depth 
of 100 feet, leaving the surface smooth and sparkling in the sunshine 
on a blue-sky day. In the early 1700s, the area was thickly forested 
with oak, chestnut, poplar, pine, and other trees. The majesty of the 
landscape must have been breathtaking to the early settlers. Or its 
ruggedness may have been daunting. 

Despite dangers from bears, cougars, wolves, and other wild ani-
mals, not to mention threats from the indigenous people who resented 
encroachment on their lands, many immigrants ventured into the area 
as soon as the territory opened up to them with the signing of the 
Treaty of Lancaster in 1744. The treaty called for the Iroquois to re-
linquish claim to land lying between the Alleghenies and the Ohio 
and for colonists to extend the Great Road southwestward from 
Staunton to the New River. Many of the earliest settlers to migrate 
into this region were German immigrants: farmers, furniture makers, 
metalworkers, basket makers, potters, stonemasons, gunsmiths, and 
fraktur artists.' Along with the area's acclaimed Scots-Irish settlers, 
the Germans left their mark on the culture. One of the earliest of 
these German settlers was Heinrich Adam Herrmann, cited in early 
records as Adam Harman (also spelled Harmon, Herman, or 
Hermann).2 

Adam Harman sometimes played a leading role but more often a 
supporting role in much of the drama of that time and place, includ-
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ZoLA TROUTMAN NmiLE 
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Map of the important sites in the Harman's settlement 
in western Virginia. 

ing the Mary Draper Ingles saga. His role in that particular event was 
fictionalized by James Alexander Thom in his best-selling historical 
novel, Follow the River. 3 

Several earlier accounts of the story have been recorded, from 
which Thom drew information, including one by Mary Ingles' son 
John Ingles, Sr., called Escape from Indian Captivity, written before he 
died in 1836 and preserved unpublished by his family until 1934. Ingles 
describes his mother's meeting with Harman near the end of her or-
deal: 
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ADAM HARMAN, GERMAN PIONEER 

It so happened that a man of the name of Adam Harmon and 
two of his Sones was at a place on New River where they had 
settled and raised some corn that summer securing their com 
and Hunting. When my mother got to the improvement not see-
ing aney Howse began to Hollow Harmon on hearing the voice 
of a woman was a good deal alarmed on listening being an old 
neighbour ofmy mother and well acquainted with her voice said 
to his sanes it certainly was Mary Ingles voice & knowing that 
she was taken prisoner by the Indians was cautious there might 
be Indians with her him and his sons Caught up their guns and 
run on to where my mother was & you may expect it was aJoyfull 
meating especialey to my mother.4 

Later, John P. Hale, a descendant of Mary Ingles, elaborated on 
John Ingles' account in Trans-Allegheny Pioneers, first published in 
1886.5 As Mary Ingles descended from the cliffs, she came upon 
grounds that showed signs of human habitation: 

She saw no one, but there were evident signs of persons about. 
She hallooed; at first there was no response, but relief was near 
at hand .... 

She had been heard by Adam Harmon and his two sons, whose 
patch it was, and who were in it gathering their com. 

The site of the Harman cabin on New River, in current Giles County. 
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Mrs. Ingles hallooed again. They came out of the corn and to-
wards her, cautiously, rifles in hand. When near enough to dis-
tinguish the voice - Mrs. Ingles still hallooing, Adam Harmon 
remarked to his sons: "Surely, that must be Mrs. Ingles' voice." 
Just then she, too recognized Harmon, when she was over-
whelmed with emotions of joy and relief - poor, overtaxed na-
ture gave way, and she swooned and fell, insensible, to the ground. 

They picked her up tenderly and conveyed her to their little 
cabin, near at hand, where there was protection from the storm, 
a rousing fire and substantial comfort.0 

Both John Ingles and Hale go on to describe the following days 
as Mary Ingles regained her strength under the care of the Harman 
men, who then took her to Dunkard Bottom where many of the set-
tlers had gathered together in a fort. Later in his narrative, Hale adds, 

I regret that I do not know the after-history of Adam Harmon 
and sones, the pioneer settlers of this beautiful place; but from 
every descendant of Mrs. Ingles, now and forever, I bespeak proper 
appreciation and grateful remembrance of the brave, tender-
hearted, sympathetic, noble Adam Harmon. 7 

Although Hale knew nothing about Adam Harman and his "af-
ter-history," the story of Harman and his two sons, presumed by the 
Harman family to be the two oldest - Adam, Jr., and Henry8 - has 
been preserved in historical records and by their many descendants. 
Adam Harman's contribution to the settling of Southwest Virginia 
precedes and goes beyond the tale of Mary Draper Ingles. 

Born in Germany in about 1700, Adam Harman immigrated to 
America in 1726, as did six brothers: Jacob, Valentine, Mathias, 
George, Daniel, and John.9 Also accompanying Adam was his wife 
Louisa Katrina, whom he had married October 23, 1723, 10 and two 
young sons, Adam, Jr., born in Germany in 1724, and Henry, report-
edly born on the Isle of Mann in 1726 during the journey to America. 
Early records of the Harman brothers in America can be found in and 
around Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania, prior to 1734, in the form 
of land deeds and payment of quitrents. 11 In 1736, Adam Harman's 
name can be found in records in the area of Strasburg, Virginia, where 
his fifth son, Mathias was born. 12 His other children included George, 
Daniel, Christina, Catherine, Philipina, Valentine, Jacob, and a fourth 
daughter, name unknown. 13 
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According to Moravian records, Adam's grandfather had suffered 
persecution in Germany for his Moravian religious beliefs, which may 
have led to the Harman family's departure from Germany. 14 Evidence 
indicates that the Harmans had strong religious convictions. Early in 
their stay in America, they were associated with the Lutheran Church, 
as Adam, Jacob, and Valentine are listed as founding members of St. 
Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church, built in 1750 on land (Price's 
Fork, Montgomery County, Virginia) promised by James Patton and 
later donated by his estate. 15 For a time on the frontier before meet-
inghouses were built, the settlers held services in homes, and they 
enjoyed an occasional traveling preacher, including Moravians. Dur-
ing the French and Indian War, some of the Harmans moved into the 
Moravian community of Bethabara in North Carolina, as will be cov-
ered later in this article. In later years, many of the Harmans became 
Methodists. 16 

Along with many others, Adam Harman and at least four of his 
brothers -Jacob, Valentine, Mathias and George - journeyed into 
the New River Valley by way of a path through western Virginia called 
the Great Road, a path under dispute during the negotiations of the 
Treaty of Lancaster. The northern Indian tribes had been using the 
path for travel to the southern tribes for many years, and the treaty 
gave them the right to keep using it. The path angled southwesterly 
from Pennsylvania through the valley of Virginia into the Yadkin val-
ley of North Carolina. 17 It was from this road that orders were given to 
build a road westward to the New River. After a two-month survey, 
James Patton and John Buchanan filed their report in the Orange 
County Court on May 24, 1745, advising to build a road from "Thom's 
Brook at Frederick County line" and naming a number of settlements 
along the way, including Beard's Ford, Thompson's Ford, Tinkling 
Spring, Beverly Manor, Campbell's Ford, and Cherry Tree Bottom "to 
Adam Harmon's on the New or Woods River." 1M 

Although this record clearly shows Adam Harman on the New 
River as early as May 1745, some confusion has resulted from con-
flicting records regarding the date of his arrival. The Draper-Ingles 
records list Adam Harman among several others traveling with them 
into the area in 1748. 19 For many years, the Draper-Ingles families 
received credit for establishing the first English-speaking settlement 
west of the Alleghenies. However, John Newton Harman in his ex-
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tensive research on the Harman family, Harman Genealogy, Biographi, 
cal Sketches and Historical Notes, 1700-1924, quotes the Patton and 
Buchanan road report that confirms Adam Harman's place in the area 
earlier than the Drapedngles families. 20 In 1923,]. N. Harman sent 
this evidence to William E. Connelly, noted historian of the Missis, 
sippi Valley and president of the Kansas State Historical Society. 
Connelly confirmed Harman's record,changing evidence. The follow, 
ing quote is taken from a statement Connelly sent to J. N. Harman: 

[The Patton and Buchanan] report was made in 1745. It is an 
official record and is undoubtedly authentic and entitled to full 
credit. It establishes the fact that Adam Harman was living at 
Gunpowder Springs, now known as Eggleston Springs, in what is 
now Giles County, Va., in 1745. As his house was already occu, 
pied and so well known as to be mentioned as the terminal of 
this road being established by Orange County to the westward, 
it must have been erected prior to 1745. 

The date is three years before the accepted date of the founding 
of the settlement at Draper's Meadows. 

So the honor and distinction of having erected the first dwelling 
and making the first permanent settlement of English, speaking 
people in the Mississippi Valley goes to that sturdy pioneer, Adam 
Harman. For, though he was German in blood and spoke the 
German tongue, he also spoke English and was fully identified 
with the English westward movement in Virginia. He was fully 
associated with the English and was a citizen of Virginia and 
subject of Great Britain. His settlement was an English settle, 
ment.11 

Since the record reveals that Harman had already established 
his home on the New River prior to 1748, one can only speculate as 
to why his name appears among the list of people accompanying the 
Draper, Ingles families on their southwesterly journey. 

A point of further confusion arises concerning the location of 
Adam Harman's place cited in the survey. The Giles County Virginia 
History of Families cites the Patton and Buchanan survey as evidence 
that Harman had been living in present day Giles County "long enough 
for the place to be well known, even at that early date."22 The Giles 
County history further explains that Harman's place was known as 
Gunpowder Springs23 due to a strong sulphur odor from a spring nearby, 
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ADAM HARMAN, GERMAN PIONEER 

that Harman's settlement was a welcome stopover for families mov-
ing westward, and that from this settlement, "a trail was established 
up the river to lngle's Ferry."24 However, Mary B. Kegley and E B. 
Kegley note that the location mentioned in the Patton and Buchanan 
survey "probably was at the mouth of Tom's Creek ... where there 
was a convenient ford. "25 The problem with the Gunpowder Springs 
location is that it is farther north along the New River than Tom's 
Creek. Despite strong evidence that Adam Harman built a block-
house at Gunpowder Springs, there seems to be no record of his hav-
ing owned land in present-day Giles County,26 the place where he 
found Mary Ingles suffering from exhaustion and starvation as she 
neared the end of her journey in 1755. 

A possible explanation for Adam Harman and his sons having 
been at the Gunpowder Springs location in 175 5 is that they were on 
a lengthy hunting expedition known as a longhunt. 27 The Harmans 
were noted hunters and fur traders, 28 and their cabin near the Pali-
sades was a hunting cabin - a hunting cabin with a cornfield. In fact, 
John Ingles refers to the place using those terms in his account of his 
mother's ordeal: "It so happened that a man of the name of Adam 
Harmon and two of his Sones was at a place on New River where they 
had settled and raised some corn that summer securing their corn and 
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Hunting. "29 The longhunters spent extended periods of time away from 
home, so they built cabins to meet their need for shelter. 

Regarding the question of who established the first European 
settlement west of the Alleghenies, a number of German settlers are 
on record as having moved into the area prior to the Patton and 
Buchanan survey. In addition to the Harmans were a man named 
Frederick Starn and a group of Dunkards from the Ephrata commu-
nity near Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 3 °Kegley and Kegley note that there 
were "a number of families on the ground ... when the Germans, the 
Dunkards, and the Harman group established themselves on the New 
River" 31 and that "the Draper's Meadow and New River settlements 
were contemporary, and the date should be about 1745."32 Kegley 
and Kegley make no mention of the 1748 date cited by Hale and 
Johnston as the date that the Draper-Ingles families entered the area. 
Furthermore, they note that George Draper "resided at Draper's Mead-
ows as early as 1746 when his name appears as a worker on the road 
from Adam Harman's over the river." 33 Other sources agree that the 
Draper family arrived in 1746, 34 and Patricia Givens Johnson asserts 
that "the first permanent European settlers to come into this area 
were Germans," who settled there prior to 1745. 35 Johnson adds that 
George Draper bought land on Tom's Creek and Strouble's Creek from 
"Adam Harman acting as James Patton's agent and Harman set no 
price 'but reffered them to make their Bargain or price with Col. 
Patton."' 36 The settlement made by the Drapers, known as Draper's 
Meadows, was located in the vicinity of present day Blacksburg. 

For all of these people, claiming a piece of land for themselves 
and their families was their priority. To secure ownership of lands, 
they had to meet requirements stated in land grants offered by the 
British government, the first of which was the Woods River Grant. 
Some key terms of the grant are summarized as follows: 

Any person who would purchase any part or parcel of the land 
before the next May court should have it at the rate of four pounds 
and five shillings per hundred acres, to be paid on the first day of 
May 1748 and the remainder on the first of April 1749 with 
interest from that date. Persons buying land had to settle, culti-
vate, improve, and live on it before April 15, 1748, and pay 
twenty-five shillings on taking it up. No person could sell or dis-
pose of his right until he had been in possession of his patent or 
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deed for six months. Each person taking up land had to mark it 
and "put up some logs" and mention the quantity of acres held . 
. . . Any person taking up land of any less quantity than one-
thousand acres in one entire survey was to pay the surveyor's fee 
for such land." 37 

To obtain the grant of 100,000 acres, James Patton hired John 
Buchanan to survey the area. 38 Buchanan's records reveal that the 
Harmans were, indeed, living in the area of 'fom's Creek on the New 
River. 

Prior to his surveying trips, John Buchanan traveled throughout 
the region, starting on October 4, 1745, and returning home October 
29. During this trip, Buchanan kept a journal recording his stops and 
the people he met along the way. Among them, he names Adam 
Harman and his brothers Jacob and Valentine. In addition, in the 
Woods River Entry Book, Buchanan records the following on Octo-
ber 17: "Adam Harman one place called Tom's place and one for Adam 
Harman Junior on Thom Spring the land he is to Emprove on neither 
is he to sell or Dispose of it in anay shape, other wise his property is 
forfeited." 39 On October 18, Buchanan notes in his journal that he 
"had ye esteate ofWilliam Marks [Mack] apprised by Adam and Jacob 
Harmon - no other person could be had."40 Buchanan asked Adam 
and Jacob Harman to appraise the estate of William Mack, for whom 
the present day Max (corrupted from Mack's) Meadows was named. 
Buchanan implies that the Harman men were asked to conduct the 
appraisal because no one else was willing or able to do it.41 That same 
day, Buchanan notes that Adam Harman traveled with him to the 
home of Charles Hart, 42 a "squatter on the Springfield tract who 
thought he bought a right from George Robinson,"41 one of the men 
to whom the Woods River grant was issued.44 Harman tried to help 
Buchanan settle the dispute. Buchanan notes, "This morning before 
day Adam Harman and Hart had a long conference in Dutch about 
ye land."45 Harman spoke both German and English.46 On October 
22, Buchanan records meeting with a group of people at the home of 
Jacob Harman, whose home was located on the big Horseshoe Bend 
of the New River. 47 On October 24 in the Wood's River Book 
Buchanan records that he "sold to Valentian Hermon 1,000 acres on 
ye head of great Pine Run" which he must "emediatly ... settle & 
Emprove thereon or forfite his property."48 Buchanan's notes provide 
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a valuable record showing names of those who lived in the area in the 
fall of 1745. 

Later land,grant records show that surveys for Adam and Jacob 
Harman were completed in 1750.49 According to a November 7, 1750, 
entry in these records, Adam Harman claimed 500 acres "in Augusta 
county on the southwest side of New river known by the name of the 
'Horseshoe'" in addition to 500 acres in the same county on the east 
side of New River beginning at the mouth of Tom's Creek.50 Augusta 
County Entry Book l lists as its first entry, "1750, Adam Harman, 400 
acres at a large spring 6 miles above Wolf Creek, on New River." 51 

Additional records from 1750 list Adam Harman among several men 
who "were to have 100,000 acres on the New and Holston rivers and 
the waters of each."52 Also in the same year, James Patton's papers 
show that Adam Harman, Jacob Harman, Valentine Harman, and 
Valentine Sevier "obtained a grant for 7 ,000 acres lying on both sides 
of the Blue Stone Creek, beginning about three miles from where the 
said creek runs into Wood's River, thence up the same and its several 
branches."53 During this time, Adam Harman maintained a conve, 
nient ford at the lower end of Harman's Bottom on the horseshoe of 
the New River. 54 

Although Adam Harman received patent for his land at the 
mouth of Tom's Creek on November 7, 1752, records show that he 
failed to pay quitrents and to cultivate and improve the tract; conse, 
quently, William Thompson, James Patton's executor, "brought suit 
to the lieutenant governor to obtain a new patent," which he accom, 
plished on September 25, 1762.55 The suit apparently created enmity 
between the two men, which is implicit in the November 16, 1763, 
entry in the Augusta County Court Records ordering "Adam Harmon 
to be bound to peace toward Wm. Thompson."56 In fact, the Harman 
name appears on grants in numerous places in the area, so many places 
that Kegley and Kegley observe, "It is apparent that the Harmans were 
interested in tracts of land on Pine Run, Walker's Creek, Blues tone, 
Sinking Creek, as well as the tracts on Tom's Creek and the Horse, 
shoe, but their large selections were more than they could 'settle and 
improve' and as a result most of their claims were forfeited. "57 One 
might also infer, given the danger from attacks on the settlements 
perpetrated by Shawnee warriors, which intensified with the start of 
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ADAM HARMAN, GERMAN PIONEER 

the French and Indian War, that the Harman families may have aban-
doned their tracts for that reason as well. 58 

This unrest began with raids on property. In April 1749, Adam 
Harman earned the dubious distinction of being the first settler to 
have his cabin raided by Indians and his skins stolen: 

A party of seven Indians robbed the house of Adam Harman, 
probably on New river, of nine deer skins and one elk skin; that 
the next day six Indians robbed the same house of fourteen deer 
skins and one elk skin; and that the day following a number of 
Indians came and took away seventy-three deer skins and six elk 
skins. This shows also that game was abundant and that Harman 
was a famous hunter. This was said to have been the first depre-
dation by the Indians on the whites west of the Alleghany.59 

This attack created or intensified friction between Adam Harman 
and Jacob Castle, another German immigrant who is listed in Au-
gusta County Court Records Order Book 1 on November 19, 1746, as 
one of the road builders to the Adam Harman place with Adam 
Harman as overseer.60 Harman suspected Castle of instigating the 
raid. 61 A note in the records seems to reverse the action, however. On 
April 22, 1749, Augusta County Court brought charges against "Val-
entine and Adam Herman for violent robbery of the goods of Jacob 
Castlean."62 In addition, in Original Petitions and Papers Filed in the 
County Court, 1749, jailor John Cunningham is ordered "to keep the 
following ... Adam and Valentine Herman."61 A few weeks later, on 
May 17, 1749, Adam Harman brought charges against Castle "for 
threatening to aid the French" and Castle was "ordered to be arrested 
and brought before the court on next Monday."64 A few days later, on 
May 22, Castle was "acquitted in charge of treason in going over to 
assist the French."65 Whether the raid was instigated by Castle or not, 
raids such as the one on Harman's place signaled worse times to come 
for the settlers along the New River as rivalries between the British 
and the French increased in the Ohio Valley. When the French and 
Indian War erupted in 1755, bloodshed extended southward into the 
New River Valley. 

At the time of this dispute, "Adam Harman was captain of foot 
and overseer of the main road through the community .... He had 
charge of the road to the river and over the ridge to the Roanoke."66 

Apparently the dispute did not damage his trustworthy reputation, 
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for between the raid on his furs in 1749 and his rescue of Mary Ingles 
in 1755, he served in significant ways to help defend the region from 
French-instigated Indian attacks by Shawnee warriors. On August 19, 
1752, he "qualified Captain ofa Troop ofHorse" and his brother "Jacob 
Harman "qualified Cornet."67 In October 1754, when the General 
Assembly enlisted the aid of local militias, Adam was designated a 
captain and Jacob an ensign of a "troop of horse" under Colonel James 
Patton. According to Kegley and Kegley, "For the residents of the 
New and Holston Rivers, 1755 was probably the worst year of the war. 
The murder of some of the citizens, the capture of others, and the loss 
of [General William] Braddock's army [on July 9] caused much 
alarm."68 Despite the fact that Governor Robert Dinwiddie had taken 
measures to ensure the safety of the settlers, such as sending Captain 
Andrew Lewis and a group of forty or fifty men "to Augusta county to 
protect the frontier," the vicious attacks persisted. The governor then 
sent "blank commissions ... by Colonel Patton for officers for a com-
pany of fifty men for the further protection of the inhabitants."69 De-
spite the governor's efforts, the attacks continued unabated: 

Most of the outrages ... were committed on New River and 
Holston. From October 1754 to August 1755 twenty-one indi-
viduals were killed, seven wounded and nine taken prisoner. 
Among those killed were Lieutenant [William] Wright and Colo-
nel Patton, both being caught without guards. Lieutenant Wright 
and two of his soldiers were killed on Reed Creek on July 12, and 
the Draper's Meadow massacre in which Colonel Patton was 
killed took place on July 30 or 31. In this Massacre Casper Barger, 
Mrs. Eleanor Draper and a young Draper child were killed. James 
Cull was wounded, Mrs. Mary Draper Ingles and two children, 
Mrs. Betty Draper, and Henry Leonard, were taken prisoners. 10 

These murders and kidnappings terrorized the settlers, and most 
of them fled from their homes to safer, more populous places and, to 
quote the Kegleys again, "the Holston, New River, and Greenbrier 
settlements were practically abandoned. This left the Roanoke and 
James River country the southwestern frontier and thus it remained 
until the close of the war."71 

The mass exodus created problems keeping the local militia, of 
which Adam Harman was a member, together and active. When Colo-
nel John Buchanan reported this to Governor Dinwiddie, the gover-
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Cliffs - the Palisades - along the New River in Giles County, 
Virginia, near the site of Adam Harman's cabin. 

nor replied, indignantly, that those who would not stay to defend their 
homes should not expect help from him. 72 Despite the governor's re .. 
monstrance, as the Kegleys recount, the "exodus from the lands on 
the Western Waters was dramatic.... There was difficulty on the 
roads and ridges, 'for the crowds were flying as if every moment were 
death. "'73 Whether Adam Harman continued to serve with the mili .. 
tia, or whether he also fled, is not known for certain. His family cir .. 
cumstances suggest that he may have stayed. By this time, his wife 
Louisa Katrina was deceased, having died March 18, 1749.74 Further.. 
more, his sons were as yet unmarried, and men without family respon .. 
sibilities sometimes take greater risks than those with wives and chil.. 
dren. Evidence indicates that some of the Harmans stayed, an ill.. 
fated decision, for in 1756 Jacob Harman and a son were killed by 
Indians on Neck Creek.75 The following year, Valentine Harman was 
killed by Indians on the New River. 76 

Adam's wilderness experience and prior examples of risk taking 
certainly would suggest that he was not hiding &om danger. Was he 
part of the ill ..fated Sandy Creek expedition of 1756 led by Andrew 
Lewis? This expedition set out with objectives to punish the Shawnee 
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The New River, flowing north through Giles County, Virginia, 
viewed from the palisades near Adam Harman's settlement. 

for attacks on the settlements and to establish a military presence at 
the mouth of the Big Sandy. The path this group traveled from Fort 
Frederick crossed the New River below the Horseshoe77 and went 
through Burke's Garden and on toward the Big Sandy. 78 William 
Preston kept a journal of the events. He reported bad weather, lack of 
supplies, and disgruntled men who nearly mutinied, and the expedi .. 
tion ended in failure to reach either goal. 79 Without a list of the more 
than 200 white men on this expedition, we cannot determine posi .. 
tively that Adam Harman was one of them. 

IfAdam left, stayed, or was a part of the Sandy Creek campaign 
is in question, but he was certainly in the area by 1758 when he served 
as one of thirty ..five men accompanying Captain Robert Wade from 
Fort Mayo to the New River.80 Captain Wade's trip resulted from a 
series of actions to quell the Shawnee terror strikes against the Eng .. 
lish settlements. First, the governors of Virginia and of North and 
South Carolina realized the importance of establishing good relations 
with their neighbors, the Cherokee and Catawba, long ..time enemies 
of the Shawnee. The governors wanted cooperation from the Indians 
in building forts. Thus in December 1755, Governor Dinwiddie sent 
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Robert Byrd and Peter Randolph to meet with the Cherokee and ask 
their cooperation in building a fort on the Holston and New rivers. In 
return the Cherokee could recover the deserted lands and preserve 
grain left behind when the settlers fled. 81 Governor Dinwiddie also 
asked the Cherokee to send warriors to help protect the Virginia fron-
tier, but the Cherokee did not want to leave their villages unprotected. 
They wanted assurance that the forts would protect their women and 
children as well as the white settlers. To assuage their fears, Governor 
Dinwiddie offered to build forts for the Cherokee. To accomplish this, 
he sent Andrew Lewis with a group of men to Chota to build a fort, 
which they completed by July 1756, but because the governors never 
sent soldiers to man the fort, the Indians tore it down fearing that 
their enemies would take control of it.82 

When the Cherokee finally sent a contingent of warriors into 
Virginia in 1757 to help fight the French and Shawnee, the warriors 
became impatient with delays and inaction, and many of them left. 
Later, Governor Dinwiddie appealed for more help from the Chero-
kee, so more warriors were sent in early 1758. Then in May, a large 
group ofCherokee returning home, led by Moytoy ofSettico, decided 
to "recover" horses they had lost doing battle with the French by tak-
ing them from setters along their route. Their action offended the 
settlers, who pursued the Indians, and a battle ensued. To get revenge 
for their losses, the Cherokee attacked and killed nineteen whites in 
North Carolina. Both whites and Cherokee were confused about whom 
they could trust and tensions escalated.83 

At this point, Captain Wade's group, which included Adam 
Harmon, was sent to hunt down enemy Indians, but the march served 
only to increase tension and add to the confusion on whom to trust. 
On August 12, 1758, Captain Wade left Fort Mayo and set out in 
search of Shawnee or renegade Cherokee. A portion of John Echols' 
account of what happened follows. : 

Next morning being Wednesday the 16th. Inst, we Sent our Spyes 
and hunters to Spy for Enemy Signs, & to hunt for provisions. 
But the body of the Company Tarryed there .... Next morning 
Thursday the 17th Inst, we sent out hunters as usual, & in the 
afternoon some of them came in & informed us that they had 
seen signs of Indians at Drapers' Meadow ... but one of our men 
not coming in that night disappointed us - next morning Being 
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Fryday the 18th. Inst. Some of the men were sent to Look for the 
man that was Lost - & the Rest remained there .... The Capt. 
and Wm. Hall and Adam Hermon, and two or three more went 
off & Left the men under my Command and ordered that we 
should be in Readyness for a march as soon as he returned -
Soon after the Captain was Gone, the man that was Lost Came 
in.... But when the Captain came to the place where the sign 
was Seen, he Tels us that he saw a Shoe track among them, which 
caused them to believe that it had been white men after their 
horses - So the Captain nor none of the men, that was with 
him returned that night, But went a hunting - Next morning 
being Saturday 19th Inst. the Captain not coming gave us a great 
deal of Uneasyness.... I ordered the men to keep a Verry Sharp 
Look out, and Likewise to be in order to march next morning, by 
SunRise, - I was Determined to stay that night & if the Capt: 
did not come, to march off after him - Soon after we had come 
to a conclusion about it Some of the men Spyed five Indians 
Very near to us .... I was a Lying down in the house when I 
heard the news - I Rased up and presented my Gun at one of 
the Indians, But I heard some of our Company that was in an-
other house, Cry out, Don't Shoot -

I Stopt at that and askt them what they were & I beleive they 
said Cheroke, but Stood in amaise, & Reason they had, for I 
suppose there was 20 Guns presented at them, we went up to 
them & Examined them - they said they were Cherokees, I 
made signs to them to show me their Pass, But they had none, 
- They had with them 5 head of horse Kind & Skelps, that 
appeared to be whitemens .... Some of the Company insisted to 
fall upon them and Kill them, for they said they believed they 
were Shawnees, & that they were Spyes ... but I said I was deter-
mined to keep them till the Capt: came .... After Capt: heard 
the opinion of the people, he past sentence of Death upon them; 
but there was one Abraham Dunkleberry, hunter that we let off 
who said they were Cherokees, yet he agreed that they were 
Rogues.... next morning Being Sunday 20th Inst, upon what 
Dunkleberry had said the Capt: let them have their Guns & let 
them go off - which displeased some of the Carolina men - so 
much that they swore if they were not allowed to kill them, they 
would never go Ranging again, for they said it was to no purpose 
to Rang after the Enemy, & when they had found them, not to 
be allowed to kill them .... 
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Upon consideration of their having no pass, nor white man, 
& by reason of their steal of horses, they did not appear any 
waise Like friends, so the Captain told them to be Easy, and after 
Dunkleberry was gone, we would go after them and Kill 
them... the Capts: orders was for 12 of the best men to follow 
them and Kill them and the remainder of the Company to go to 
the Dunker Fort which was about half a mile below us.... The 
men that followed them were Adam hermon, Daniel Hermon, 
Wm. Hall, Ric'd Hall, Jun'r, Tobias Clapp, Philip Clap, Joseph 
Clapp, Benj. Angel, David Currie, Ric'd Hines, James Lyon & 
my self- 13 of us - We followed them and overtook them at a 
peach orchard - jest as they were leaving it, we watched our 
opportunity, and fired at them and followed them up till we Killed 
4 of them, and wounded the other - we Skelpt them that we 
killed, & then followed the other - he bled verry much, he 
went into the river and to an Island - but we could not find 
where he went out.... Next morning being Monday 21st Inst. 
we packed up in order to march homeward, for signs of Indians 
was plenty & we had but little amunition but before we left the 
fort, we were Sworn - the words of the oath Do not remember 
exactly, but the Intent of the thing was not to tell that we ever 
heard them say that they were Cherokees without required to 
swere - so left the fort and marcht till dark & took up Camp at 
a Plantation upon a Branch of the Little River .... I Rem'n Yrs. 
&., John Echols.84 

This incident left the remaining Cherokee warriors in Virginia 
fearful for a safe return to their homes, so they petitioned Governor 
Dinwiddie for "promises that their people would not be molested in 
Virginia."85 More misunderstandings on both sides resulted in increas-
ing distrust and hatred between whites and Indians. As for Adam 
Harman's involvement from this point, there is no evidence. 

Further records involving Adam Harman can be found at the 
Moravian settlement in North Carolina. Many Moravian journal en-
tries record the unrest caused by Indian attacks, such as the following 
involving Adam Harman, referred to here as "the elder Herrman": 

1763, Aug. 22. A man from New River came to the doctor for 
treatment of a wound received from an Indian. He brought a 
letter from our friend the elder Herrman, which said that since 
the last alarm, they had seen no more of the Wild men. They, 
the Herrmans, had built a fort where they and several other fami-
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lies were living together. They were expecting a guard of 100 
men from Virginia.86 

1764, Feb. 10. From New River comes our friend, the elder 
Herrman, and his son, Adam. The rest of their families will fol-
low next week. Herrman says that by spring that there will be no 
families left on New River, for by the King's Declaration the land 
must be returned to the Cherokees. 

Feb. 29. The Herrman families, who have been staying at the 
mill, moved away today. They will settle near our east line.87 

Other entries record happier events in the life of Adam Harman 
and his family: 

1764, April 21. Yesterday the elder Herrman and part of his fam-
ily arrived. Today the rest came, accompanied by many wedding 
guests, for Daniel Herrman wished to be married to Billy 
Bughsen's daughter by Justice Loesch. About forty people had 
to be cared for in the Tavern tonight, but all went with reason-
able quiet. 

April 22. Easter Sunday. (The usual services were held). In a 
separate service the little sons of Adam and Henry Herrman 
were baptized. The children are the grandsons of our friend, the 
elder Herrman. Adam's son, six weeks old, received the name of 
Valentine; the other a year old, was named Henry.88 

The following entry records news of Adam Harman's death and 
establishes that he had returned to the New River: 

1767, Mar. 2. Captain English from New River, was here, on his 
way to Georgia .... He confirmed the report about the murder 
[by the Indians on the New River]. He also told us that our old 
friend Adam Herrman died there four weeks ago.89 

These invaluable records left by the Moravians give a glimpse 
into the difficulties Adam Harman encountered in his efforts to lo-
cate his family in a safe place where the happy events such as mar-
riage and baptism could continue unmolested, yet he also returned to 
the wilderness, which he must have loved, and spent his last days 
there. 

After his father's death, Adam Harman's son Henry recorded in 
his father's old German Bible, which is now housed at the Virginia 
Historical Society in Richmond, "My father, Adam Herman, died in 
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the fall of the year 1767. The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us of all 
our sins. My Lord Jesus, yours forever. Yours I am in life and in death 
eternally."90 This date conflicts with the Moravian records by several 
months, yet the year is consistent. 

The life of German immigrant Heinrich Adam Hermann, better 
known in historical records as Adam Harman, was a lively and event-
ful one. Evidence reveals that he took great risks in transporting his 
family from Germany to the Colonies and then to the wilderness along 
the New River in Virginia; that he dreamed big and did not always 
have the ability or means to carry out his dreams; that he was not 
always a congenial neighbor; that he was a man who showed courage 
in dangerous times; and that "the brave, tender-hearted, sympathetic, 
noble Adam Harmon" of John P. Hale's account could also be a man 
of violence, if necessary. He was firm in his resolve to help settle the 
new frontier of Virginia, firm in his resolve to establish a place for his 
family there. He lived during an age when immigrants such as he were 
hungry for land of their own, and they were willing to risk their lives 
to obtain it. Adam Harman's legacy is perhaps best noted in the lives 
of his descendants, many of whom still live in the Appalachian region 
ofSouthwest Virginia, eastern Kentucky, southern West Virginia, and 
North Carolina where their progenitor hunted and farmed and fought 
to secure a place for them. They have been farmers, preachers, sol-
diers, teachers, engineers, doctors, lawyers, miners, artists, writers, and 
more - all the solid citizenry that has made the region the backbone 
of the United States of America. 
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The Central Role of William Preston 
and Other Smithfield Region Leaders 

in the Opening Up of Kentucky 
Meredith Mason Brown 

Editor's Note: Meredith Mason Brown is the author of Frontiers-
man: Daniel Boone and the Making of America (Baton Rouge: 
Louisiana State University Press, 2008). 

It is not possible to study Daniel Boone and his contributions to 
the making of America without becoming acutely aware of the cen-
tral role played by leaders of the Smithfield region in the opening of 
Kentucky between the 1740s and the 1780s. That central role re-
sulted from the region's location and from the strengths of its leaders, 
in particular James Patton, his nephew William Preston, and John 
Floyd. 

Smithfield Plantation lies in what now is Blacksburg, Virginia. It 
is about one mile west of the Appalachian Ridge, where waters start 
to run, not to the Atlantic but ultimately to the Gulf of Mexico via 
the Mississippi - to the Ohio by way of the New and the Kanawha 
and to the Tennessee by way of the Holston and the Clinch. In other 
words, the Smithfield region is beyond the line of permitted settle-
ments established by the British government in the Royal Proclama-
tion of 1763, at the close of the French and Indian War. That procla-
mation sought to limit western settlements in Indian lands to reduce 
the risk of military expenditures of the sort that had badly strained 
Britain's finances during that war and its European counterpart, known 
as the Seven Years' War. But settlers had started to arrive in this re-
gion before there was a Proclamation of 1763 - and settlers in the 
region, including such men as William Preston, never paid much at-
tention to the Proclamation, anyway. 
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The region is also on a natural route, parallel to the Clinch and 
Holston rivers, that leads to the southwest, between mountain ridges, 
into northeast Tennessee and to the Cumberland Gap into Kentucky. 
The planners of the present Interstate 81 evidently saw the logic of 
following the route, as did the early settlers of the Smithfield region. 

A third natural feature of the region is the presence of lead ore. 
In the 1750s, lead mines were developed near what is now Austin ville, 
in Wythe County. These mines became an important source of lead 
for settlers - of vital importance in the Revolutionary War - and 
continued in production until the early 1980s. 

Colonel James Patton Arrives 
In the 1740s, the region attracted James Patton, a trader and 

ship captain who immigrated from northern Ireland and became the 
leading land speculator in western Virginia. 1 Patton in 1742 and 1743 
sent out exploring parties to the New River and two rivers to the 
west, probably the Holston and the Clinch. 2 In 1745 Patton and his 
associates were granted 100,000 acres in western Virginia, on the con-
dition that they settle one family on each 1,000 acres. 3 In 175 2 Patton 
was one of the commissioners who negotiated the Treaty of Logstown 
with the Iroquois, Delawares, Shawnees and Wyandots, in which Vir-
ginia asserted claims to lands south of the Ohio River. By 1755 Patton 
owned 17,007 acres in his own name, and was a colonel in the militia, 
a leading negotiator with the Indians, the lieutenant of Augusta 
County, president of the Augusta Court, county coroner, county 
escheator and county customs collector, and burgess from Augusta 
County in the Virginia Assembly.4 In short, Patton was the dominant 
political figure in Augusta County and a central figure in the British 
expansion to the west, into lands claimed by Indians. The British west-
ward expansion also conflicted with French efforts to expand into the 
Ohio Valley, to gain control of the fur trade, and to forestall the pos-
sibility that British western settlement would sever trade between 
French Canada and French Louisiana. 

Figure 1. A principal migration route into Kentucky in the late 
1700s. (Map by Mary Lee Eggart based on material published in 
Mary B. Kegley, Finding Their Way from the Great Road to the 
Wilderness Road 1745-1796 [Sheridan Books, Inc., 2008).) 
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There was bound to be a clash between the British settlers and 
the French and Indians. In 1754 the French had erected Fort Duquesne 
at the site of what is now Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and had forced 
George Washington and his Virginia militia to surrender Fort Neces-
sity in western Pennsylvania. In February 1755 the British, determined 
to drive the French from the Ohio Valley, sent two regiments of regu-
lars to America under Major General Edward Braddock. Their mis-
sion was to capture a number of French forts, starting with Fort 
Duquesne and going on to Frontenac in Canada. Daniel Boone, then 
only 20 years old, was part of Braddock's expedition- not as a soldier 
but as a teamster, driving a wagon. Braddock's army of British regulars 
and American militia was cut to pieces by French soldiers and their 
Indian allies on July 9, 1755, in what is generally known as Braddock's 
Defeat. 

Within days of Braddock's defeat, Shawnees killed Col. Patton 
and killed or captured several other settlers at Draper's Meadows, 
which is now part of Blacksburg and the Virginia Tech campus. 5 In 
light of Patton's prominence in exploring and developing western land, 
killing him was a good way for the Shawnees to seek to stop the west-
ward push of British settlers into the Ohio Valley. Patton may have 
also distinguished himself to the Indians by the inept manner in which 
he had spoken in the preliminaries to the Logstown treaty meeting; 
the Indians there interpreted his request for a council as a threat, and 
were "greatly affronted."6 It is also possible that the French had put a 
bounty on Patton's scalp, as they did on the scalps of some other fron-
tier leaders.7 In the Draper's Meadows attack, the Shawnees just missed 
killing Patton's nephew, William Preston, then 24 years old, who had 
been Patton's secretary and clerk at the Logstown treaty talks and 
who was to succeed Patton as a leading official and land speculator in 
western Virginia. 

Early on the day of the Indian attack, Patton had sent Preston to 
a neighbor to seek help in harvesting. When Preston returned, he 
found the bodies of Patton and other settlers. According to family 
tradition, near Patton's body were two Indians he had killed with his 
broadsword before he was shot to death.8 In February 1756, Preston, 
as a militia captain, commanded a company of rangers as part of an 
expedition that marched from the settlements in southwestern Vir-
ginia, in bitter weather, intending to attack the Shawnees in their 
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own villages north of the Ohio River. The Virginians made it as far as 
the mouth of the Big Sandy River on the Ohio (in what is now the 
northeast corner of Kentucky), but were so debilitated by cold and 
hunger that they turned back without striking a blow.9 

William Preston Succeeds Patton 
William Preston eventually took James Patton's place as the most 

powerful figure in western Virginia and in the westward expansion of 
its settlers. He also played an important role in the career of Daniel 
Boone. During Lord Dunmore's War in 1774, Preston filled in the 
name of Daniel Boone, as captain in the militia, in a printed blank 
commission that had been signed by Dunmore, Virginia's last colonial 
governor. Preston also put Boone in charge of all the defenses on the 
Clinch Valley. These were giant steps forward in Boone's career. 

By 1774 Col. William Preston was not only a substantial land-
owner, but also had an accumulation of official positions and titles 
rivaling those James Patton had held. Preston was colonel of the county 
militia, sheriff of the county, justice of the peace, and county sur-
veyor. Because of all these positions, "practically all public business 
passed through his hands."I 0 But for all his prominence at this point 
in his life, William Preston understood from his own early years how 
useful it could be to promote talented people ofmodest origin. Preston's 
father John Preston had been a ship's carpenter in Ireland who eloped 
with a sister ofJames Patton. Patton had brought Col. Preston's family 
to America and helped them settle on some of the land Patton had 
been granted. William Preston himself had very little formal educa-
tion and had risen in the ranks of the Virginia militia and in county 
office in large part because of help from Patton, who had no son of his 
own. I I These factors in his own background may have influenced 
Preston's decision to appoint Boone a captain in the Virginia militia. I2 

Preston undoubtedly was also influenced by something Boone 
had already done in what has become Kentucky. Boone had sought to 
save a group ofsurveyors under John Floyd from Indian attack. Preston, 
as the county surveyor of Fincastle County (which then included what 
became Kentucky), had sent the men out earlier in 1774 to make 
surveys along the Kanawha and in Kentucky. 11 Floyd was close to 
Preston, having taught Preston's children and acted as his private sec-
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retary when he was not yet 20, before Floyd became a deputy surveyor 
of Botetourt County. When Fincastle County was organized in 1772, 
with Preston as its secretary, Floyd became deputy sheriff of the 
county. 14 

During the 1774 trip, after surveying land on the Kanawha River 
in what is now West Virginia, Floyd's party continued further west to 
the Falls of the Ohio. 15 Near the Falls, at what was to become Louis-
ville, they laid out 30 tracts for such leading Virginians as William 
Preston, William Christian (colonel in the militia of Fincastle county, 
and brother-in-law of Patrick Henry), William Byrd III (militia colo-
nel and member of one of Virginia's first families), and Martha 
Washington's nephew Alexander Spottswood Dandridge. 16 Floyd also 
laid out two 1,000-acre tracts for himself near Beargrass Creek, not 
far from the Falls. 17 Over a period of 10 days, Floyd and his men sur-
veyed more than 40,000 acres in and near the future Louisville. 18 

Despite hearing rumors that war was likely between the Shawnees 
and the whites, the Fincastle surveyors continued laying out tracts. In 
June and July 1774 they moved east to the bluegrass region of central 
Kentucky, surveying land around what would become Frankfort and 
Lexington. 19 These surveys included one tract of 1,000 acres for Floyd 
and one of the same size for Preston, both near what was to become 
Lexington, and tracts aggregating 7 ,000 acres for Patrick Henry. 20 The 
land entranced the surveyors. One entered in his journal for July 1: 
"All the land that we passed over today is like a Paradise it is so good 
& beautiful."21 

As the Fincastle surveys progressed, it became more and more 
dangerous for whites to be in Kentucky. This danger was particularly 
intense after whites brutally killed the relatives of the Mingo chief 
Logan at Yellow Creek, and the Mingos retaliated with raids on white 
settlers. In early June 1774, Preston had received reports that "an 
Indian War is commenced, and the out Inhabitants are all Farting 
[or] fleeing in."22 On June 10, Lord Dunmore began mobilizing Brit-
ish troops and American militia to defend the settlements, and began 
planning to invade the Shawnee lands north of the Ohio River and to 
"destroy their Towns & magazines and distress them in every other 
way that is possible."23 (It may not be coincidental that Dunmore was 
personally interested in British title to lands in Kentucky, having in-
vested in a large tract of land there. 24) In early July, after Shawnees 
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killed two settlers near Harrodsburg, its residents abandoned the sta-
tion and returned to the Clinch River settlements. 25 

Daniel Boone Is Sent to Warn the Surveyors 
The imminence of what came to be known as Lord Dunmore's 

War put the Fincastle surveyors at great risk of their lives. Not know-
ing whether or not the surveyors were already aware of that risk, on 
June 20, 1774, Preston authorized Capt. Russell to engage two "faith-
ful woodmen" to find the Virginia surveyors in Kentucky and warn 
them. Russell chose Boone and his friend, the German-American fron-
tiersman Michael Stoner, telling Preston that Boone and Stoner were 
"two of the best Hands I could think of" and that "by the assiduity of 
these Men, if it is not too late, I hope the Gentlemen [the surveyors] 
will be apprised of the eminent Danger they are Daily in." In a later 
letter, Russell wrote Preston that if the surveyors were still alive, "it is 
indisputable but that Boone must find them." 26 Russell's letters testify 
to the esteem in which Boone was already held on the frontier - but 
they also suggest a class distinction: Russell was the militia captain, 
the leader of a frontier station, the college graduate; to Russell, Boone 
was an able "hand." 

The trip to find and warn the surveyors was dangerous. Stoner 
later remembered that whenever they stopped to eat or rest, he and 
Boone would sit back to back to avoid the possibility of Indians com-
ing up from behind. They managed not to be attacked by Indians, but 
Stoner, at one point, had to be nimble to avoid being gored by a buf-
falo he had startled at a lick. 27 Boone and Stoner went all the way to 
where the Kentucky River joins the Ohio, and then followed the Ohio 
downstream to the Falls, only to find that Floyd's surveyors had al-
ready started back for the settlements. Boone and Stoner then turned 
back themselves. 28 

Floyd's group made it back safely to a station on the Clinch on 
August 9, 1774, after an exhausting trip. They traveled 25-30 miles a 
day, not knowing the way, with only about 15 rounds of powder among 
them, and over mountains "so steep, that we were obliged to throw 
away all we had, except our Knit Leggins & Mockasons."29 Another 
group of surveyors Preston had appointed were less fortunate. On July 
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27, Shawnees fired on them as they were paddling a dugout across the 
Kentucky River, and killed two of the surveyors. 30 

Floyd, deeply grateful to Boone for his efforts to warn the survey-
ors, sought to engage Boone to lead a militia company in Lord 
Dunmore's expedition against the Shawnees, but Boone could not 
accept the offer because he had been placed in charge of the Clinch 
River settlements. Floyd wrote Preston in August 1774, "you know 
what Boone has done for me by your kind directions - for which 
reason I love the man."31 Floyd's warm regard for Boone may have 
contributed to Preston's decision to commission Boone as a captain in 
the militia. 

Preston Moves to Smithfield 
In effect, William Preston, with his official positions, his connec-

tions, and his formidable drive, was running western Virginia, includ-
ing what is now Kentucky, as James Patton had done before him. He 
did so initially from his strongly built home, Greenfield, on his planta-
tion in what is now Botetourt County - a plantation of 2, 175 acres 
when Preston died in 1783. After 1773, however, Preston moved his 
headquarters to land he had bought in Draper's Meadows, which had 
belonged to Patton. There Preston built the fortified house he called 
Smithfield, in honor of his wife Susannah, whose maiden name was 
Smith. 12 It took courage for Preston to stay at Smithfield, exposed as 
it was by its western location to the risk of Indian attack. Preston's 
brother-in-law the Rev. John Brown in May 1774 wrote Preston: "I 
can asure you that I am no ways satisfied with your situation; you lay 
too much in the way of the Indians." 33 But Preston remained at Smith-
field. The location made it easier for him to coordinate exploration 
and surveying in Kentucky and to send support to the settlers in Ken-
tucky. Moreover, if Preston had pulled back east, many other western 
settlers would likely have followed his example. 

Many letters survive that were sent to or from Preston at Smith-
field from 1774 to the time of his death in 1783. Several letters writ-
ten on the eve of the Revolution discuss Lord Dunmore's March 1775 
Proclamation. On instructions from the British Ministry of Trade, the 
Proclamation stated that all land in Kentucky was to be auctioned off 
to the highest bidder, rather than sold at established low prices. In 
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April 1775, Floyd told Preston that the Proclamation greatly irritated 
the western settlers. Preston, knowing the unpopularity of the Proc-
lamation, sought guidance from the increasingly anti-British Virginia 
Convention, which advised the surveyors to pay no regard to the Proc-
lamation.14 Through Boone, Preston directed Floyd and the other 
Fincastle surveyors not to stretch a chain to survey any land under 
Dunmore's Proclamation. 35 

Other correspondence between Floyd and Preston related to the 
grandiose claim of Richard Henderson and his Transylvania Com-
pany that the company had purchased from the Cherokees title to 
most of Kentucky and a chunk of Tennessee. 36 Virginia drove a stake 
into the heart of the Transylvania Company's pretensions in Decem-
ber 1776, by carving a new county out of Fincastle County. The new 
county, Kentucky County, included most of the land the company 
had claimed. 17 

Kentucky Settlements Grow 
Floyd continued to keep Preston fully posted on developments 

in Kentucky, among them the chaotic state of land title in Kentucky. 
In May 1776, he begged Preston to try to get the Virginia Convention 
to do something about it "or there'll be bloodshed soon." 38 In July 
1776, he urged Preston to support an armed expedition by Virginia 
against the Indians threatening Kentucky. 39 In 1780, Floyd, who by 
then was one of the original trustees of Louisville as well as the head 
of the militia for Jefferson County, wrote Preston how quickly the 
settlers were coming down the Ohio River to the Louisville area.40 In 
November 1782, Floyd, as part of George Rogers Clark's retaliatory 
expedition after the Battle of the Blue Licks, led battalions from 
Jefferson and Fayette counties in destroying Shawnee villages, reduc-
ing the Indian threat to Kentucky. In March 1783, after reporting 
that Indians had just killed his brother-in-law, Floyd wrote Preston: "I 
have long expected something like this to be my own lot, & if the war 
is continued much longer I can hardly escape, tho' I am now deter-
mined to be more cautious than I have been heretofore, yet every 
man in this country must be more or less exposed to danger." 

Floyd ended his letter by saying that he did not expect to have 
the pleasure of seeing Preston again "till the War is ended, if ever I 
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should survive that time. But let me see you or not, or let me enjoy all 
the Blessing of peace or be involved in every calamity of war & dis-
tress, I shall ever remain your very affectionate Friend & Servt. "41 

Within days ofhis sending the letter, Floyd's forebodings came to pass. 
On April 8, 1783, he was fatally wounded by Indians as he was riding 
to a salt lick not far from Louisville. 

During the Revolutionary War Preston was involved not only in 
Kentucky's settlement, but also in guarding western Virginia and its 
vitally important lead mines and gunpowder works against possible 
attacks by the numerous Tory sympathizers in Montgomery County. 
He also sought to keep Loyalists from taking up arms against the Con-
tinental troops and supporters of the Revolutionary cause. In 1780 he 
acted as chief justice in the trials of 55 Loyalists accused of treason. In 
addition, Preston organized militiamen to join the American fight 
against Banastre Tarleton' s rangers in North Carolina. In March 1781, 
while fighting alongside his men against British troops, Preston was 
thrown from his horse in the skirmish at Weitzel's Mill, shortly before 
the Battle of Guilford Court House.42 By then, Preston was in his fif-
ties. He had been in bad health and, in his daughter's words, was 
"large, inclined to corpulency." He survived Floyd by only two months, 
dying in June 1783 from a stroke he suffered while reviewing the Mont-
gomery County militia about three miles from Smithfield.43 

William Preston's descendants, who included three governors of 
Virginia, played an important part in the governance of Virginia and 
the nation.44 However, the pre-eminent role leaders from the Smith-
field region had played in the development of the settlements in west-
ern Virginia, including what became Kentucky, diminished soon after 
Preston's death, in large part because of changes in Kentucky and its 
governance. A new generation of leaders - lawyers and large land 
investors, men such as William Preston's nephew John Brown, Harry 
Innes, and George Nichols - moved to Kentucky from Virginia and 
assumed important positions in Kentucky's government. In 1792 Ken-
tucky separated from Virginia and became a state. These events, which 
lessened the Smithfield region's direct involvement in Kentucky's 
ongoing development, were natural consequences of the important 
contributions the Smithfield region had made, from the 1740s to the 
mid-1780s, to the initial development of Kentucky. 
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William Preston, Revolutionary, 
1781* 

Richard Osborn 

As 1781 began, news arrived of a crushing defeat the Americans 
had inflicted on British Lieutenant Colonel Banastre Tarleton at 
Cowpens, South Carolina, on January 17. American Brigadier Gen-
eral Daniel Morgan - using militia from Georgia, the Carolinas, and 
Virginia - had routed the English. The fact that Cornwallis still pos-
sessed superior manpower created a need for Greene to have more 
soldiers if he was to wage an effective campaign. Word now arrived 
that Cornwallis was on his way toward the Moravian towns in North 
Carolina; from there he was expected to head toward Virginia in or-
der to destroy the Lead Mines. Once again, as earlier in the Revolu-
tion, Virginia looked to Preston and Montgomery County for ammu-
nition from the Lead Mines and for more soldiers. Preston called his 
fellow county officers together on February 8 and ordered out all of 
the militia. In spite of a great decline in his own health "from frequent 
apoplectic premonitions," he decided to join the men going to the 
Carolinas and called his sixteen-year-old son Francis home from school 
to take care of the family. Jefferson wrote Preston that Cornwallis, 
"maddened by his losses at the Cowpens & Georgetown," had burned 
his wagons so he could move more quickly toward Virginia, and he 
urged Preston in the "most earnest terms" to collect a quarter of his 
militia and send them immediately to help Greene - "I cannot be-
lieve you will rest a moment after receiving this till you see your men 
under march." Preston had already acted, and county militiamen were 
assembling at the Lead Mines. 

*This is drawn from the second part of Chapter 7 of a 1990 Ph.D. dissertation 
entitled "William Preston 1729-1783: the Making of a Frontier Elite." The first 
part appeared in The Smithfield Review, volume 12. The entire dissertation is 
available online in The Journal of Backcountry Studies. 
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Preston's Last Campaign 
On February 18 Preston marched with 350 riflemen to join mili, 

tia units from Botetourt and Washington counties to combine with 
the forces of General Andrew Pickens of South Carolina near 
Hillsborough, where Tarleton's Legion waited. Even while marching, 
Preston got word from Pickens that the English were on the move, 
making it expedient that the Patriot forces harass the British rear guard 
to prevent them from getting to a place where naval ships could come. 
He pled, "For God's sake don't delay." Pickens followed this initial 
message with another one urging: "General Greenes dependence lies 
greatly on the mountain men. I am sure you will not delay." 1 

Very few details are known about the role of Preston and his men 
in Greene's skirmishes with the English during February and March 
1781. On their way to their assigned locations, they passed through 
Moravian towns in North Carolina. The accounts of their visit writ, 
ten by Moravians living in Salem provide an interesting picture of this 
group of Montgomery militiamen both before and after they engaged 
in battle. 2 The Moravians generally found Preston's men to be very 
"orderly" when Preston was present - a great contrast to soldiers 
from other areas. 3 An advance party of Preston's men, "most of them 
drunk," arrived in the Moravian town around February 21 without 
their leader, frightening several church members. In contrast, five 
blacksmiths from Preston's unit were very orderly and began working 
on horse shoes once they arrived. The next morning Preston's soldiers 
continued to create a disturbance and had to be entertained with 
organ playing and "other interests." But once Preston and Walter 
Crockett arrived, the whole atmosphere changed. Their initial meet, 
ing was "unusually hearty on both sides, and Colonel Preston assured 
us of his favor and that nothing that we had suffered from his soldiers 
should go unpunished." He also promised that none of his men would 
be quartered in their homes but would stay in the magazine, sheds, 
and stables around town. After everyone settled down, the following 
idyllic scene took place according to the Moravians: 

Colonel Preston, his officers, and many privates listened to the 
organ, and the Colonel had a most friendly conversation with 
Br. Marshall about our affairs, looked at the bark,mill with inter, 
est, and said once that he prized this day as one of the most 
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pleasant in his life .... In the Tavern it was as quiet as though 
only two men were there. The soldiers, around their camp-fires, 
were also orderly, and when there was a hard rain during the 
night they withdrew into the sheds and stables with all modesty. 

Another account related that after Preston took possession of 
their stables, the soldiers "behaved very well" after the Moravians 
supplied them with bread, meat, and corn. By 9:00 p.m. "it was so 
quiet that no one would have known that so many men were in the 
town." On February 23 Preston left with his men, but before they left, 
Preston gave the Moravians a "letter of thanks, written and signed by 
his own hand, expressing his appreciation of all the good and friendly 
service which had been given to him here. At leaving he spoke most 
affectionately to us." In contrast, later that same day another group 
came demanding food and drink "and some of them went further." 
Several days later South Carolinians commanded by General Andrews 
Pickens stole hats from the Moravians and took bread without paying 
for it. On the same day, more men from Preston's unit, led by Joseph 
Cloyd, arrived on their way to join Preston and provided a contrast to 
the other soldiers: "They were very polite and obliging, and spent the 
night here." These accounts suggest some of the atmosphere and lead-
ership Preston was able to engender among those who served under 
him. He conveyed a relatively effortless style of leadership based on 
his aura and example rather than an authoritarian approach. 

Once Preston's militiamen arrived in the Hillsborough area, the 
Loyalists, who had been forced to join Preston's army to keep from 
having their lands confiscated, deserted, reducing his force consider-
ably. Preston did not leave a detailed account of what transpired ex-
cept to report that they did "hardy duty" under General Pickens for 
twelve or fourteen days on the enemy lines without the benefit of full 
provisions. He further reported: "Part of the men were in one action, 
and the whole in a second; in both overpowered by numbers, and in 
the last broken and dispersed with the loss of their blankets. "4 From 
other accounts, it is known that Preston became part of Lieutenant 
Colonel Henry Lee's Legion and Pickens' soldiers from South Caro-
lina, with these three units moving between Greene's American army 
and English forces led by Cornwallis in the area around Troublesome 
Creek and Reedy Fork (southeast of modern-day Fayetteville). 5 In 
the process of their maneuvers, Preston's forces along with other 
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American forces engaged Tarleton's soldiers on March 2 near a plan, 
ration on the Alamance River. In the initial encounter, the Ameri, 
cans managed to kill several English soldiers, but the British then 
defeated the Americans in a counterattack. Many of the wounded 
were brought to Salem for care before being sent home. And for the 
next two days after the battle, the Moravian towns began to experi, 
ence "commotion ... in full force, for one party after another came 
from the army with riderless horses" sent away from the battle area by 
Greene due to a lack offorage. Part of these were reportedly "all Colonel 
Preston's horses and about fifty of his men." The Moravians again 
provided food, shelter and, in some cases, spiritual comfort. 

After the Alamance River defeat, Greene repositioned his forces, 
placing Preston at Wetzell's Mill a few miles from the previous en, 
counter at Alamance River, as a way of keeping the English from at, 
tacking the main force of the Americans. On March 6 the Americans 
were again soundly defeated. Preston's militiamen complained that 
the "burthen, and heat, of the Day was entirely thrown upon them, 
and that they were to be made a sacrifice by the Regular Officers to 
screen their own Troops."6 In this brief skirmish, Preston's daughter 
related that her father, who was riding a "large fiery young horse that 
took freight at the report of the guns," took off through a mill pond, 
with the result that Preston was thrown off the horse with British 
light troops on horses breathing down his back. At this point, Colonel 
Joseph Cloyd dismounted and helped the overweight Preston get on 
Cloyd's horse, saving his life.7 In commenting on this accident a few 
weeks later, John Floyd told Preston, "I do not think it reasonable 
that you should stand in the fighting department" and offered to "stand 
in your place ifl can have timely notice by Express." He asked, "Is she 
[Mrs. Preston] willing for you to engage personally in war?"8 

By this time the colonel was having difficulty keeping his militia 
in the field, and he decided to return home.9 Preston and William 
Campbell's men were reentering the Moravian towns by March 7. 
Some were wounded, some without shoes or stockings, and others 
"utterly worn out." Starving for food, some of the men broke into a 
spring house and took all of the eggs, but after Preston arrived around 
March 10 he got things under control and "looked after the wounded 
with all love and faithfulness." Illustrating his courtesy, Preston and 
his fellow officers later wrote a note of thanks to the Moravians in 
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Salem "for their polite behavior, the hospitable manner in which they 
received and treated the Troops; and the Inconvenience to which 
they put themselves to entertain them, and to make their stay one 
Night Comfortable." 10 Preston even took time to discuss literature 
with these devout people, and he borrowed Greenland History from 
one of their members. 11 

Criticism and Other Problems 
Soon after Preston and his men left on March 15, the main 

American force under Greene fought a drawn battle with the British 
at Guilford Courthouse. And before long Preston began to hear "illib-
eral Reflections ... being wantonly thrown out against my Character 
by several Gentlemen down the Country" for his leaving the army 
early and calling out the Montgomery militia without state approval. 12 

Preston also felt a need to defend his early departure to Jefferson: 
It gave me great pain that our Militia returned so soon; but I will 
venture to say, they did duty on the Enemy's lines as long as any 
other that went from behind the mountains, and much longer 
than some. I obeyed every order that I received either from Genl. 
Green, GI. Pickens or Colo. Williams of the Maryland line; and 
underwent the same fatigue, watching, fasting and Danger, that 
any other militia officer did while I was on duty. 13 

Jefferson accepted his explanation by chiding: "This Narrative 
was not necessary with us for your personal Justification." He found 
Preston's actions "not only justifiable but laudable." 14 Other Preston 
friends such as James Robertson were just "heartily glad you escaped 
out of the hands of your enemies in Carolina."15 

But William Preston's problems were not over. The Cherokees, 
who had earlier appeared to be on the verge of attacking the frontier, 
still remained a potential problem and, with the English army threat-
ening Virginia, there was the need to pacify them. The Virginia Council, 
as a result, appointed Preston along with Colonel William Christian 
and Major Joseph Martin to meet with commissioners from North 
Carolina in order to "treat with the Cherokee Indians on the subject 
of peace." 16 Preston found it necessary to decline the appointment 
because of the distance he would be required to travel to the negotia-
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tions and his "very infirm state of Health, together with the Care of 
the Militia, which engrosses far the largest part of my Time." 17 

Preston's efforts to support Virginia's cause during the rest of the 
Revolution were an embarrassment to him. As colonel of Montgom-
ery County, he would frequently be called upon by Virginia to raise a 
certain number of militia to help out the cause, but he could not pro-
duce the men. In late March the Virginia Council passed an order 
requesting that several counties including Montgomery raise one fourth 
of their militia to reinforce Greene's army in the South. 18 Preston 
warned Jefferson that he would do his best but did not expect any 
success because of the continued disaffection of at least half of his 
militia and the fact that most of his men and officers "have been so 
harrassed with hard Duty for near a Year past that they begin to com-
plain for want of Time to attend their Farms for the Support of their 
Families." 19 Added to these problems was the fact that he had only 
five companies to cover a frontier of eighty miles, so that if he drew 
militia from those areas, their families would be left exposed to ongo-
ing Indian attacks. Preston, as a result, could not even find enough 
men to guard the strategic Lead Mines, now in great danger from 
Loyalists. 20 

When word came that Cornwallis had crossed the James River 
near Richmond in pursuit of Lafayette, Jefferson immediately wrote 
Preston requesting that he send all available men to help the French 
general. He reminded Preston: "The whole Country lies open to a 
most powerful army headed by the most active, enterprising & vin-
dictive officer who has ever appeared in arms against us."21 Preston 
tried to meet the orders in two ways. He initially wrote to Colonel 
Walter Crockett, asking him to raise soldiers as requested by the gov-
ernor - "I can only beg of you for Heaven's Sake to spare no pains, 
but use every possible Exertion to raise these men by the time ap-
pointed."22 Preston also tried to encourage his men by taking a ride 
through the county, urging them to rendezvous and march but to 
"little purpose." 23 Then in June when Banastre Tarleton raided 
Charlottesville in an effort to capture Jefferson and his fellow legisla-
tors, who had fled there recently from Richmond, Preston was again 
requested to raise men, a request which he could not fulfill. 24 And 
when another request was made in July, a frustrated Preston wrote 
the new governor, Thomas Nelson, Jr., to explain the reasons for Mont-
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gomery County's dismal record in responding to calls for soldiers. 
Oissaffection, already at more than one half, was "gaining Ground 
every day." In the previous year, after spending one month attempt-
ing to put down a Loyalist insurrection, he did not believe "one Pros-
elyte was gained." By now he knew that some of the Loyalists who had 
agreed to serve in the Continental Army had deserted. With so many 
Loyalists, the Whigs were afraid to leave their properties and families 
to their "mercy." Just as important was the large frontier area to be 
protected from Indians, who usually visited them two or three times a 
year. For these reasons, he found it "impossible" to comply with the 
governor's orders. 25 To Colonel William Davies, Commissioner of the 
Virginia War Office, he was even more pessimistic about his chances: 
"I might venture to add as my Opinion that such is the Temper and 
Situation of the People, that if the Fate of the United States was to 
depend on this draught being complied with on the part of the Private 
men of our Militia, they would not go."26 All of these problems, in-
cluding the possibility that Greene would call for men, led Preston's 
old friend, Thomas Lewis, to commiserate: 

You live in a rascaly County So do I & so dos every body a major-
ity of Rascals will render any place Rascaly. I wish it were in my 
power, to retire with Some few I could name from such rascaly 
Sceens as too frequently present themselves. 27 

Apparently the state gave up on getting soldiers from Preston, and no 
further requests were made. However, the war office sent a circular to 
Preston requesting his assistance on getting clothing together to help 
the cause. 28 When Cornwallis surrendered to the Americans on Oc-
tober 19, 1781, at Yorktown, tensions on the frontier decreased and 
William Preston, in an "infirm State of health," turned his attention 
to "private affairs."29 

Business Successes 
In many ways the Revolution actually bolstered Preston's busi-

ness interests, and he took advantage of every opportunity. In par-
ticular, a strong market developed for hemp, the major crop produced 
at Greenfield and Smithfield. With no imports coming from England, 
citizens relied on the coarse linen made from hemp, and the state 
counted on the local ropewalk factories to produce all of their war 
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needs. This market placed Preston in such a strong position that he 
could not grow enough hemp to meet the demand. In fact, he did not 
even have to look for people to buy his hemp since Edward Johnson in 
Manchester purchased all he could produce and continued to negoti-
ate most of his business deals throughout the war. In this kind of mar-
ket, he could generally barter his hemp for any needs he had, or he 
could demand cash as inflation continually increased the value of 
hemp. For example, in 1779 Johnson set up a joint venture with Preston 
in which slaves, who were in high demand, would be bartered for 
hemp.1° 

Preston also served as Johnson's business agent on the frontier, 
looking for hemp wherever he could find it, and they also engaged in 
other deals to procure the valuable hemp. On at least one occasion, 
Johnson sent three wagons loaded with such scarce items as iron and 
salt in order to get hemp, on which he would now pay a 5 percent 
commission. After suggesting a price of£700 per ton of hemp, he told 
Preston that he was willing to go higher to get enough for his rope-
walk factory. By October 1779, with inflation rampant, Johnson asked 
Preston not to establish any firm contracts before the hemp arrived at 
his store because he would pay the going rate at the time it arrived. 
And still hemp continued to rise in value faster than any other crop. 

Johnson and Preston had only one major argument during their 
business ventures. Preston felt uncomfortable taking a commission 
from his brother-in-law for finding hemp, but Johnson insisted that 
those running the ropewalk factory expected to pay commissions. If it 
had only been for Johnson's personal use, he would not have given 
Preston a commission, "but as you threaten never to do me another 
good office without your request is granted if you insist upon it I must 
comply." 31 

The only signs of trouble in Preston's business operations were 
disturbing reports from his various properties including Greenfield. In 
early 1 779 he engaged Robert Harris as new overseer at Greenfield. 
Harris, who arrived in May 1779, reported that the plantation looked 
like the neighbors were just waiting to confiscate it and that he faced 
a major task in repairing the fences that protected the crops from 
animals. 12 Other reports from renters were similarly bad. In one case, 
many fences had been destroyed and hogs had gotten in and damaged 
the corn and hemp for a loss of £1,000.33 From these scant accounts 
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concerning hemp and properties, it is clear Preston tried to keep his 
business affairs going during the traumatic concluding years of the 
war. But aside from these activities and the fact that he grew flax, 
wheat, rye, barley, corn, potatoes, turnips, hay, oats, and probably 
cotton and cabbage on his farms, little else is known. 14 He also con-
tinued his successful distillery business. 35 

And of course he continued to work or rent his lands. For ex-
ample he rented land on the New River, known as Dingus's Old Place, 
for six years to Mathew Kennedy. In exchange, Kennedy agreed to 
teach one of Preston's slaves how to weave, with Preston providing all 
materials. The agreement specifically stated that Kennedy did not have 
to make any buildings or clear any ground except what he needed to 
support his own family. What Preston was really thinking about was 
having Kennedy run a ferry over the New River with Kennedy to re-
ceive half of the fares and Preston the other half. l6 What is clear is 
that Preston did very well with his business activities during the war; 
for example, in late winter 1780 he reassured his nephew, John Brown, 
Jr., whom he was helping financially to attend William and Mary Col-
lege, that he could easily assist him: 

Don't let yourself be straitned, nor suffer the thoughts of it to sit 
heavy on your mind. For what I can spare, I will send it with the 
same Pleasure as to my own Son; and believe me, I have a good 
prospect of making pretty largely out of my Distillery & other 
means this Spring. i 7 

As the Revolution ended, the major economic problem confronting 
all families in Virginia was a dramatic increase in inflation, a frequent 
subject of letters to Preston. 38 Since most of his wealth was in land 
and easily bartered crops, he probably survived these economic prob-
lems better than his poorer neighbors. 

Surveying Results 
Preston's activities as a surveyor naturally suffered during the 

last years of the war. From 1779 through 1781 the Montgomery County 
Record of Plotts shows no activity by either Preston or his assistant 
surveyors. i 9 But he received numerous inquiries about previous land 
questions arising primarily from grants given to soldiers in earlier years 
or in regard to Loyal Company land grants in Kentucky.40 In the spring 
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of 1779 the Virginia legislature enacted two laws that attempted to 
deal with past problems and to look ahead to the future for how Vir-
ginia should grant or sell its lands in the west. To settle past problems, 
the law approved all surveys made by county surveyors or their assis-
tants before January 24, 1778. This law made many people happy, for 
it certified such longstanding practices as previous headrights, trea-
sury rights, and military bounties. Preston must have been pleased 
also because, in effect, it approved the 200,000 acres already surveyed 
by the Loyal Land Company, for whom he had worked as a surveyor 
in earlier years. Other companies such as the Ohio Company, which 
had not yet surveyed their lands, lost all of their claims. All past claims 
had to be completed within one year, although this deadline was ex-
tended four times. 41 Another 1779 law reopened the Virginia land 
office and set up detailed provisions on the appointment of surveyors 
and how they were to conduct their business.42 

Almost immediately after passage of this bill, Preston began to 
get requests for settling previous land claims that had gone dormant 
during the early years of the Revolution. For example, Jefferson re-
quested that he look up land entries for Colonel Byrd's widow so that 
she could claim lands given her husband by governor's warrants. 43 

Preston also had to send individuals to Williamsburg to find the origi-
nal patents for lands at the College of William and Mary so that he 
could meet the deadlines of the new law.44 Some of the requests dealt 
with land issues in Montgomery County, but the majority revolved 
around surveys completed by Preston's surveyor in Kentucky, John 
Floyd, as part of the Loyal Land Company properties when Kentucky 
was still part of Montgomery County.45 Preston also took personal 
advantage of the law by sending his own warrants to Floyd, asking 
him to survey five separate pieces of property of five hundred acres 
each.46 The effort to honor past military warrants was so successful 
that by May 1780 no lands were left for newcomers under state war-
rants as provided by the law.47 

Preston's personal landholdings dramatically increased during the 
last years of the Revolution. It was almost as if he was deliberately 
trying to put together an inheritance for his rapidly increasing family 
at a time of declining health. Between 1779 and 1781 Preston re-
ceived grants ofland from the state amounting to 10,431 acres, most 
of it in Kentucky coming as a result of military warrants from the 
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earlier war against the French and Indians in the 1760s. Many of these 
lands were never surveyed, and later generations of his family would 
lose them because they could not get to Kentucky fast enough to claim 
them. 

He also engaged in buying and selling lands amounting to 2,035 
acres of purchases for a cost of £2,973.17 and 1,343 acres of sales for 
£1,343.48 His biggest single land acquisition during his lifetime also 
became official when he inherited Robinson's Tract on Woods River 
(now known as New River) from his father, who had died more than 
thirty years before.49 As the last year of the Revolution began in 1781, 
Preston found it necessary to prepare a codicil to his will since so 
much had changed since his previous one. The codicil, which ended 
up governing his final estate settlement two years later, focused on 
reallocating his lands, taking into consideration his new purchases 
and the increase in his family. 50 This substantial land acquisition late 
in the war was clearly done with one goal in mind. He wanted to leave 
each of his children, who now numbered eleven (Letitia was born in 
1779 and Thomas Lewis in 1781), a substantial piece of property. 51 

Preston's Extended Family 
Preston's devoted attention, not only to his own family but to his 

broader extended family, continued during the final years of the Revo-
lution. One of the nephews he showed the greatest concern for was 
John Brown, Jr., who was attending William and Mary College with 
Preston's financial help. In a series of twelve letters written to his uncle 
over an eighteen-month period, Brown shows a love, affection, and 
generosity for his uncle which illustrates the close relationship Preston 
had with many of his nieces and nephews. 52 He showed his generosity 
to his nephew in an open-ended offer for his nephew to get money 
whenever he needed help on Preston's account with John May, one of 
Preston's business colleagues who lived in Williamsburg. 51 It is also 
seen in the frequent solicitations by the nephew for advice from his 
uncle on topics such as which classes he should take and who he should 
study with. One of the classes Preston advised him to take was fenc-
ing! 54 Brown, the preacher's kid, recognized that Williamsburg posed 
some real temptations to a young person, and given the fact that 
Preston was still considering William and Mary College as a possible 
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college for his own sons, Brown's analysis must have made Preston 
think twice about such a choice: 

Vice prevails much in this place but it is of such a kind, that it 
has a tendency rather to disgust than Alure. It is by no means 
disguised under the Specious appearance of Virtue, but Open, 
Profane, & contrary to the Sentiments of a Rational Mind. upon 
this account I think the danger is not so great, & hope by Shuning 
bad company, by proper Vigilance, together with Divine Aid to 
avoid this Whirlpool into which so many sink irrecoverably. 55 

In spite of this analysis, Preston still hoped his sons could join 
Brown so "that such a parcel of swinging mountaineers would be able 
to stand their hands at a crowded Table, not overloaded, with fat roast 
beef."56 Other relatives also sought advice. For example, after nephew 
John Breckinridge was elected to the Virginia legislature in 1781, he 
mentioned his discomfort in going to a position "that I have the smallest 
Knowledge of, and which I should imagine, would require a good deal 
of Prudence and Caution." He hoped his uncle would provide him 
with any cautions that might serve as a "Guide to my Conduct."57 

Illness 
As the Revolution ended, Preston was not a well man; in a letter 

to Thomas Lewis informing him of his brother Andrew's death, it 
appears he knew he was nearing the end of his life and he turned 
philosophical in trying to comfort his friend: 

For my part I can almost cry out, "my Soul is weary of my life." 
The loss of less than half a dozen of Friends more, exclusive of 
my Family, would make me do so most heartily. Still I believe it 
to be our Duty to submit without Complaint to the Dispensa-
tions of Providence however adverse or Disturbing they may 
appear to our benighted minds .... I would add a short Prayer, 
That the God of our Fathers may prepare You & I & our 
Connexions for this certain Change from time to Eternity, and 
that we may cheerfully resign the Trouble of this World for the 
well grounded hopes of a Better. 

Preston then gave a strong clue on his own feelings about his 
prospects for living much longer. He regretfully turned down being an 
executor of Lewis's estate: 
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At an advanced Age, in a declining state of health, tied down to 
numerous helpless Family of my own, engaged for the ill fated 
Estates of two deceased Friends and their worse fated Posterity; 
I am afraid I cannot act in the Trust your good Brother and My 
Friend was pleased to repose in me. 5R 

Preston must have looked back on the years of the Revolution 
with mixed feelings. He could be satisfied about the progress made in 
his own business, land, and family affairs. But he had only been able 
to help the revolutionary cause against the Loyalists, Indians, and 
English in a very limited way. The fact that the Loyalists had not been 
able to more openly support the English in Montgomery County, in 
contrast to the large organized effort in the Carolinas and Georgia, 
was an achievement he could be proud of. And limiting the Indians to 
minor skirmishes due to the efforts put up by his militiamen relieved 
the rest of Virginia of a major defensive problem. But in an overall 
sense, he could not claim any major credit for the war's outcome. For 
the remaining eighteen months of his life, he would continue to focus 
on the same basic themes that had dominated his life during the Revo-
lution - public affairs, Indians, business, and family. 

Endnotes 
Abbreviations used in the endnotes: 

DM =Draper Manuscripts, State Historical Society of Wisconsin 
LC = Library of Congress 
LPF = Letter from Letitia Preston Floyd to Benjamin Rush Floyd 
LoV = Library of Virginia, Manuscript Division 
PP-DM = Preston Papers, Draper Manuscripts, State Historical Society of 

Wisconsin; transcription by S. C. Stuntz is available at The Filson Club, 
Louisville, Kentucky 

PP-LC= Preston Family Papers, 1727-1896, "f" series at Virginia Historical 
Society as microfilmed and catalogued by the Library of Congress 

PP-VHS = Preston Family Papers, "a" through "e" series, Virginia Historical 
Society 

RVHS-UVA = Roanoke Valley Historical Society as filmed by the University 
of Virginia 

VMHB = Virginia Magazine of History and Biography 
WMC = College of William and Mary 
WMQ =William and Mary Quarterly 
WP = William Preston 
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ruary 1781, PP-LC, p. 1104 and Auditor's Accounts, William Preston Papers, 
LoV; Andrew Pickens to WP, 20 February 1781, The John P. Branch Historical 
Papers of Randolph-Macon College, vol. 4 Oune 1915), p. 323 (hereafter referred 
to as Branch Papers); Andrew Pickens to WP, 21 February 1781,Jefferson Papers; 
WP to Thomas Jefferson, 13 April 1781,Jefferson Papers, vol. 5, pp. 437-8; and 
Letitia Preston Floyd to Benjamin Rush Floyd, 22 February 1843, The Richmond 
Standard, 18 September 1880 (hereafter cited as LPF Letter). Only one third of 
the militia showed up, greatly disappointing Preston. He expected more for 
several reasons - the enemy was only a day's ride away from the Lead Mines, 
that time of year was very slack, and he wanted only a short tour of duty. WP to 
Governor Thomas Nelson, Jr., 28 July 1781, Calendar ofVirginia State Papers and 
Other Manuscripts Preserved in the Capitol at Richmond (Richmond: Virginia State 
Library, 1875-1893), vol. 2, p. 264 (hereafter Calendarof State Papers). Jefferson 
asked that all of the lead be sent to him rather than half to the south as previ-
ously ordered, on the basis that the state was being invaded and had a greater 
need. Thomas Jefferson to Manager of Lead Mines, 19 January 1781, PP-LC, p. 
1101. 

2. These accounts written in diary style by the Moravians can be found in Adelaide 
Fries, ed., Records of the Moravians in North Carolina (Raleigh: State Depart-
ment of Archives and History, 1968), pp. 1680-7, 1715-7, 1744-7 (hereafter 
referred to as Fries, Moravians). 

3. Soldiers from Botetourt could be very rough and insolent. Margaret Campbell, 
sister of Arthur and William, complained to one of her brothers on 29 Decem-
ber 1780 that soldiers from Botetourt "insulted me a good deal and Gave me 
the worst Language ever I got from any one that traveled the road." Describing 
them as "mean Raskils," she hoped her brother would never have to argue with 
them. PP-VHS, Mssl P9267cl6. 

4. WP to Thomas Jefferson, 13 April 1781, Jefferson Papers, vol. 5, p. 438. 
5. Charles Magill to Thomas Jefferson, 10 March 1781,Jefferson Papers, vol. 5, pp. 

115--6; Patricia Givens Johnson, William Preston and the Allegheny Patriots (Pulaski, 
Va.: B.D. Smith & Bros., 1976), pp. 283-90. 

6. Charles Magill to Thomas Jefferson, 10 March 1781, Jefferson Papers, vol. 5, p. 
115. 

7. LPF Letter. 
8. John Floyd to WP, 26 April 1781, DM, l 7CC pp. 135-7. 
9. WP to Thomas Jefferson, 13 April 1781,Jefferson Papers, vol. 5, p. 438. Charles 

Magill in a letter to Jefferson on 10 March 1781 wrote of repositioning soldiers 
after the Wetzell's Mill defeat, but noted that many of the "Riflemen" used this 
as a "plausible excuse for their return home." Jefferson Papers, vol. 5, p. 115. 
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John Brown, Sr., 29 May 1781, PP-DM, SQQ p. 9S. While these discussions 
went on, Preston continued to receive books at home. Granville Smith sent 
Preston two volumes of a "Roman History" and wrote him: "The books you 
mention I will procure & if it is possible to get them though such at this time are 
very scarce." 14 February 1780, PP-LC, p. 10S9. Edward Johnson sent him eight 
newspapers and some magazines on 28 October 1779. PP-LC, p. 1039. William 
Graham wrote from Liberty Hall Academy requesting that he donate on a per-
manent basis a set of Fordyce's books on preaching he lent earlier. 2 August 
1780, PP-LC, p. 1082. 

S7. John Breckinridge to WP, 22 April 1781, PP-DM, SQQ p. 94. 
S8. WP to Thomas Lewis, 29 September 1781, PP-VHS, Mss2 P926Sb. 
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The Diaries of Rosanna Croy Dawson 
Joann Pack Sutphin 

Rosanna Croy Dawson (1822-1906) ofBlacksburg, Virginia, was 
the daughter of the Methodist sexton Adam Croy (1792-1861) and 
Elizabeth Echols Croy (1797-1879). 

Rosanna married William H. Dawson (1811-1878) in 1840. Wil-
liam, a teacher, was born in Carlyle, Pennsylvania, and, according to 
school records, was educated in Detroit, Michigan. He and Rosanna 
raised nine children in a small log home located on the western cor-
ner of the intersection of East Roanoke and Wharton Streets. The 
house is one of the oldest remaining houses in the original sixteen 
squares of Blacksburg. After their first child was born in 1841, the 
family moved to McDonald's Mill for several years while William taught 
there. Janie Kinzer Callaway, their granddaughter, states in a 1968 

Left: The first page of the 1870 diary; page size is 8% x 1 O inches. 
Right: An interior page of the same 1870 diary, apparently a record 
of the seamstresses' work hours: for example, the top left entry 
reads: "June 1 ?th Allena le all day Anna le half". 
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William H. Dawson Rosanna Croy Dawson 

hand..written account that "grandfather taught for a time at 
McDonald's Mill and several of the children were born there - mother 
for one." (This would have been Melissa Jane Dawson Kinzer.) After 
the fourth child, Wesley McDonald Dawson, was born at McDonald's 
Mill, William and Rosanna moved back to their own home on East 
Roanoke Street. 

William continued to teach in the area and, as his children grew, 
they accompanied their father on his teaching assignments and were 
also taught by him. According to Janie Kinzer Callaway's account, 
her grandfather always carried a captain's style chair with him on his 
teaching assignments. In 1851 Olin and Preston Institute opened in 
Blacksburg; William H. Dawson taught mathematics, French, and 
Latin there. He was apparently head of the school when it closed due 
to the Civil War. 1 

The Blacksburg house in which William and Rosanna lived was 
built for them as a wedding present by Rosanna's father, and is still 
standing today. Pictures of the side of the house show a back addition, 
probably used as a kitchen area. At some time the log house was cov .. 

1. Clara B. Cox, ed., A Special Place for 200 Years: A History of Blacksburg Virginia 
(Blacksburg, Va.: Town of Blacksburg, 1998), p. 84. 
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Pictured in front of the Dawson house c.1867: from left: 
[unknown], Melissa Jane Dawson, Mary Dawson, William H. 
Dawson, Rosanna Croy Dawson holding Ellen Pauline 
Dawson, Sarah Dawson, Maggie Dawson (on fence post), 
and Robert M. Dawson. 

ered with siding and a porch was added to the western side and then 
enclosed. The original logs, loft, and front-door opening can still be 
seen from inside the dwelling. 

Rosanna and William's children were Robert M., William or 
"Willie T.", Melissa Jane "Lissa", Wesley, Martha "Mat", Sarah, Mary, 
Maggie, and Ellen Pauline "Ela" or "Ella." During the Civil War the 
sons left Blacksburg to join the Confederate Army. Robert and Will-
iam joined the 4th VA Infantry Company E. Their brother Wesley was 
also in the 4m VA Infantry assigned to Company D.2 

Three of the daughters - Martha, Sarah, and Mary - married 
and left Blacksburg. Melissa Jane married Jacob Sherman Kinzer and 
raised her family at "Fairview", a home she and Sherman built on 
Glade Road in Blacksburg. Maggie married Jimmie Snidow and lived 
in Blacksburg. Ela, the youngest child, and her husband Wilbur An-
drew Croy raised their daughter, Georgia Elizabeth Pepper Croy ( 1902-

2. VA Civil War Soldiers Index. 
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The Dawson house in the 1920s. 

2000), in the house on Roanoke Street where they lived with Rosanna. 
Georgia Croy, who never married, lived in the house until her death. 

When Rosanna became a widow in 1878, her children encour, 
aged her to record her daily activities and gave her composition books 
to use as diaries. The earliest entries found are from 1889; the entries 
continue until 1903, three years before her death in 1906. Words are 
spelled as they sound, and there is little punctuation other than spaces 
between words. 

Rosanna and her daughter Ela were seamstresses and ran a sew, 
ing business from the house on Roanoke Street. Rosanna's sewing 
accounts list names of women they employed, customers' names, gar, 
ments they made, and the cost of the garments. The garments they 
made are referred to in now,unfamiliar words such as "habit" (dress) 
and "waist" (blouse). 

Many passages pertain to the history of Blacksburg and the sur, 
rounding area. For example, Rosanna makes references to Salt Pond 
Mountain, known today as Mountain Lake, near Newport, Virginia, 
and to "train station" meaning Cambria (now a part of Christians, 
burg, Virginia). 

Church activities and services were most important to Rosanna 
and her family, and many pages are filled with marriages, births, deaths, 
and sicknesses that occurred in town. Rosanna saw Alexander Black's 
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The Dawson 
house on the 
corner of East 
Roanoke and 
Wharton Streets 
in Blacksburg's 
historic district, 
2009. 

house on Main Street bum and later saw it rebuilt.3 She also reported 
seeing the house being painted and furnished. Many events at "the 
college" are mentioned, and several passages refer to Smithfield and 
the Preston family. Also listed are local businesses where Rosanna 
shopped and at times bartered for items. 

I was introduced to Rosanna, my great..great..grandmother, when 
Georgia Croy gave the diaries to my mother, Devota "Dit" Pack, who 
patiently transcribed them. With the help of Ryan Donnally, intern at 
Pocahontas Press, I have taken the transcribed diaries, added foot .. 
notes and family pictures, and put the text into a format easier to read 
than the original. The complete set ofentries may be read in a book to 
be published in 2009 by Pocahontas Press. Selections from the daily 
entries are presented here. They provide us with a glimpse of life in 
Blacksburg at the end of the nineteenth century. -JPS 

Selections from the Diaries 
Second month 1889 February 
Tuesd 5 cloudy clear pleasant about two oclock blowed awful cold 
snow storms all the eving an night Lizzie Black4 was married in the 

3. Alexander Black's house today is owned by the Town ofBlacksburg. It was moved 
from South Main Street to its current location and is slated to become the 
Blacksburg Museum. 

4. Arabella Elizabeth "Lizzie" Black was the only daughter of Dr. Harvey Black and 
the second wife of Dr. John S. Apperson; she was the grandmother of Mary 
Kent (Apperson) Elliott and Nita Apperson Little, Blacksburg residents. 

The Smithfield Review, Volume XIII, 2009 67 



jOANN pACK SUTPHIN 

ME church5 at eight oclock at night to Dr. Apperson6 Mollie and F 
cleaned my house and I fixed coal house got two dollars forty cts 
work 

December 1890 
thurs 11 clear warm calm I cut lining for my dress Ella7 got for me 
put pockets in Mrs Bennets overcoat company every day this week 
They took profeser Miles8 up out the grave took him home buryed 
18th in eve 

January 1893 
Thurs 19 clear bright Sun but cold little wind I washed an 
cooked Melted Snow for wash water John kinzer9 here no School 
at Colege 10 it was General Lees Birthday" Mrs Bennet here Mary 
P12 Sent me a diary book Clarence Myrtle Anna 13 Janie kinzer 14 

Picture books 

5. The Methodist Episcopal Church emphasized charismatic preaching and a demo-
cratic policy. Christopher Ross Donald, "Methodist Congregations in Blacks-
burg," The Smithfield Review, vol. 10 (2006), p. 54. 

6. Dr. John S. Apperson practiced medicine in Marion, Virginia. 
7. Ella (1863-1938) is Ellen Pauline Dawson, m. Wilbur Croy in 1902. Wilbur was 

the son of Andrew Jackson and Eliza Croy, who were neighbors of the Dawsons 
and possibly distant relatives of Rosanna's. 

8. Professor Fielding Miles, Professor of Chemistry and Geology at Virginia Agri-
cultural and Mechanical College (VAMC), 1886-90. James Otey Hoge, Jr., 
The Diaries of James Armistead Otey (Blacksburg, Va.: Pocahontas Press, 
2003), p. 31. 

9. John Marion Kinzer (1874-1941), the son of Melissa Jane Dawson and Jacob 
Sherman Kinzer, is listed in the VPI catalog of 1891-92 Freshman course of 
Practical Mechanics; he was awarded a certificate in 1894-95. 

10. "College" or "school" refers to the Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical Col-
lege (V AMC), known today as Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State Univer-
sity and popularly called "Virginia Tech." 

11. General Robert E. Lee's birthday. 
12. Mary Dawson (b. 1855), daughter of Rosanna and William Dawson, married 

John M. Pepper of Elliston, Virginia. 
13. Anna Kinzer (1884-1959), Rebecca's granddaughter, a daughter of Melissa 

Jane Dawson and Jacob Sherman Kinzer. 
14. Janie Kinzer (188 7-1982), Rebecca's granddaughter, a daughterof Melissa Jane 

Dawson and Jacob Sherman Kinzer. 
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April [1893] 
Wedn 19 clear cloudy verey high wind warm to night at 9 oclock 
began to rain we went to Prayermeeten Mr Alwood 15 led it I 
washed got Some of the close ironed rev Dollie 16 an Minnie Eakin 
here this eve We Saw the Students 17 march out on there way to 
Norfolk 
fridy 21 clear an cloudy cold an high wind between 12 and one 
oclock we had a awful Storm of wind but little rain when the Storm 
was over the Saltpon mountain 18 was white with Snow the moon 
Shining to night cold I cooked Lara here for dinner I layed some 
of my walk that I began on 2day of December 1892. I made a mound 
under lilack Put brick around planted verbenas in one end and 
dazies in end next the damson Miss Mag Argabrite gave us 
Saturd 22 clear an cloudy and cold high wind very Stormey I 
cooked help cut Potatoes to plant fixed honeysuckle at the window 
Ema Sluser here today Ela an Lara went to church rev Whisner 19 

Preached he come to See us this eving Ela got Some Shad, Shermon20 

brought eggs an butter the Students come back to night halfpast ten 
the boys here Shot off the canons when they marched back through 
town 
May [1893] 
fridy 26 clear cloudy verey warm windy I cooked hawed 2 rowes 
taters Set 15 tomatos Plants Gus gave me Bettie Ela went to Mrs 
Nourses21 they went to Lutheren Church22 to night to a Strawberie 

15. Mr. William Alwood, Professor of Horticulture at VAMC, had founded the 
Horticulture Department in 1891. Hoge, Diaries, p. 46, fn 85. 

16. Reverend Dolly, a Methodist minister from 1893-1894. Methodism in Blacks-
burg: 1798-1948 (Blacksburg, Va.: Whisner Memorial Methodist Church, 1948), 
p. 19. 

17. Students at Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College (VAMC), former 
name of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University. 

18. Salt Pond Mountain, the site of Mountain Lake, is located 20 miles west of 
Blacksburg near Newport, Virginia. Hoge, Diaries, p. 45, fn 84. 

19. Dr. Peter Henry Whisner, an educator in the Methodist Church, was president 
of the former Olin and Preston Institute, reopened after the Civil War and 
renamed the Preston and Olin Institute. Hoge, Diaries, p. 226, fn 20. 

20. Jacob Sherman Kinzer married Melissa Jane Dawson. 
21. Mrs. Norris. 
22. The Lutheran Church on Turner Street, the present-day site of McDonald's 

Restaurant in Blacksburg. 

The Smithfield Review, Volume XIII, 2009 69 



JOANN PACK SUTPHIN 

an ice cream Supper Mrs Bird Broce brought a dress to make 4 girls 
at work old Mrs Cowen here Payed Ela myrtle an I whitewashed 
the brick round the mounds Mrs Roberson Sent Ela a old hen an 2 
lbs butter 65 cts one crock one Jug 55 cts Lucie Sent lb butter 
Ella got a looking glass without a frame to it of Mrs Pro Anderson 
She gave $2.00 

July [1893] 
Sundy 2 clear an warm at 12 oclock had a Shower of rain we were 
at church when it rained the Sun was shining when we went in 
Shining when we come out I was at Tildas 23 in eving Mollie verey 
Parley an Nick is Poreley too the Lutherans Rang there Bell for the 
first time for Sundy School Put it up Saturdy first day 
thursd 20 clear little cloudy hot Sun cool wind I put dinner on 
an after ten oclock Mrs Croy an I got in the milk hack with Mr 
Scantlan went down to Solitude24 where Col Bob Preston25 lived 
now is called Station we Stayed with mrs Scantlan we Saw the 30 
milch cows Saw mr Sc churn 16 galon cream in one churn he 
turned it with a crank I turned around a few times when it was done 
he took 30 lbs of nice butter out the Syded churn Wes an F Gray was 
there helping put up a creamery they will Pipe the water to it from 
Col Palmers26 Spring an they had 8 wagons hauling wheat an thrash-
ing We looked our fill got a good dinner we left to walk home at 5 
oclock we called at the rock house27 to See Mrs Heavener28 She 

23. Matilda "Tilda" Croy (1836), Rosanna's sister, married Nick Gray. Their chil-
dren were Mollie, Wesley, and Frank. 

24. Solitude, the home of Colonel Robert Taylor Preston, located on the Virginia 
Tech campus near the current Duck Pond. 

25. Colonel Robert Taylor Preston (1810-1881), son ofJames Patton Preston. J.P. 
Preston was governor of Virginia 1816-1819. Hoge, Diaries, p. 9, fn 41. 

26. Colonel William H. Palmer owned Mountain View, his summer home on Moun-
tain View Drive, off South Main Street. 

27. Rock House on the Virginia Tech campus, also known as the Administration 
Building and as Alwood House, was originally built as a residence for Professor 
]. A. Norton, and was later occupied by Professor William B. Alwood. Most of 
the building was destroyed by fire in 1900. It was built of native stone and 
located at the northeast comer of the present-day Drill Field. Jenkins Mikell 
Robertson, ed. Historical Data Book, Centennial Edition, vol. 65, no. 4, April 
1972 (Blacksburg, Va.: Virginia Polytechnic Institute), p. 109. 

28. Mrs. Heavener lived in the Rock House. 
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From left: 
Ellen, 
Martha, 
Sarah, 
Rosanna, 
Mary 
taken 
August 
21, 1893 
(see diary 
entries 
for that 
date). 

gave us some flowers from their we went to See Mrs Fitze29 She gave 
me a crock of Scarlet Sage it was a grate an tiresome day to 
Aug [1893] 
Tuesd 15 clear an hot Sun, cool wind I knit got my last Stocken 
in the foot, I wasent well Mary30 baked a old fashion lb cake for the 
supper tonight at the Glade Schoolhouse31 Bob32 got the hack brought 
us home we here at 7 oclock ate Supper went to Tildas to tell Eliza 
Angel33 good by 
Mond 21 clear warm Sun an cook high wind I cooked we went to 
the tent had our Picturs taken Mrs Luster34 Dor35 Lara was here 
this eve Tilda Magie36 here to night Tilda brought a lot of things 
to Send to Mats37 children 

29. Mrs. Fitts was possibly the wife ofJames H. Fitts, professor of Mechanics and 
manager of shops at the Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College. Hoge, 
Diaries, p. 46, fn 85. 

30. Mary Sherman Kinzer (1879-1933), the daughter of Melissa Jane and Jacob 
Sherman Kinzer and the wife of William French Pack Sr. 

31. Glade School House was located on the present-day site ofGlade Road Church. 
32. Bob Kinzer, Melissa Jane Dawson Kinzer's step-son. 
33. Eliza Angel, Rosanna's sister, who lived in Roanoke. 
34. Mary Louise Black (1890-1918), Alex Black's adopted daughter. She married 

Horace Luster. 
35. Possibly Dora Fagg. 
36. Maggie Dawson (b. 1859) married James W. Snidow, one-time postmaster of 

Blacksburg. Their children were Clarence, Myrtle, and Carl. 
37. Martha "Matt" V. Dawson (b. 1849) married William B. Beamer. 
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From left: Tilda Gray (Rosanna's sister), Ellen (Ella) Pauline, and 
Rosanna. Roanoke Street is in the background. The sign reads 
"Miss E. P. Dawson, DRESS MAKER". 

August 21th I had my Picture taken in a group with 4 of my Daugh-
ters I Seventy one years five months 2 weeks 5 days old Sarah38 

gave me a $1.00 I got soap with 10 cts 
Nov [1893] 
Wedns 2 9 frost clear thawed wher the Sun shined it wasnt so cold 
the ice in the barrel didnt thaw the ice was thick enouf last week on 
the Pons39 for the Studnts to scare i cooked got cabbage out dug 
several bunches of Selery out cooked my 7 lb turkey Lissa40 kinzer 
Sent us for tomorrow Ela Bettie went to Prayermeeten Ela got 
some swete tators come from norfolk 
Dresses made in the year 1893 one Hundred an 5 dresses basks 
bodies an waists an Scirts these are Seprate from any dress 48 made 
in the year 1893 
38. Sarah Dawson (b. 1851) married George Barkman. 
39. The Ice Pond on the VAMC campus was built in the winter of 1880-81 to 

supply ice to the college. It is often confused with the "Duck Pond", which was 
not constructed until 1934. 

40. Melissa Jane Dawson (1845-1931), who married Jacob Sherman Kinzer in 
1872 (Kinzer family Bible). 
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how much money Ela got for maken these dresses four hundred an 
$14.93 $414.93 
February 1895 
Tuesday 12 cloudy but at 10 oclock the Snow came down thick and 
fast. The men from town and thirty students went to shovel snow and 
then didn't get to the coal bank41 • This last Christmas and last week of 
Dec. was like 1839. snowed and froze, lay on the ground and was 
very cold like now and this day is like 1840 only the snow aint so 
deep as was then Well I do remember it, for it was the night I got 
married fifty five years ago. My husband42 is dead, all my waiters 
[attendants] are dead. 
28 There was a wagon full of movers went by here today going to 
Smithfield43 to the Lucie Preston44 place 

May 1895 
- I bought 12 hundred shingles Went to the new Mess hall45 to find 
Mr. Tip Evans46 Saw Mr. Mathews I went all through the old mess 
hall Saw them cooking Mrs. Crocket and Mrs Painter both busy 
such loads of eatibles looked clean, they had nice bread. 

June 1895 
15 This eveng at 5 ocl The Students went up to the grave yard47 to 

41. Coalbank is probably Coal Bank Holler Mines at the north end of Blacksburg. 
It supplied coal for VP! and residents of Blacksburg. Cox, A Special Place, p. 54. 

42. William H. Dawson (1811-1878), Rosanna's husband. Their children were 
Robert Marion (1841-1930), William "Willie" Thomas (1843-1915), Melissa 
Jane, Wesley McDonald ( 1847-1940), Martha "Matt" Verna ( 1849-1933), Sa-
rah E. (b. 185 I), Mary M. (b. 1855), Maggie R. (b. 1859), and Ella Pauline 
(1863-1938). 

43. Smithfield, the Preston family home, was built in 1774 by Colonel William 
Preston. Smithfield, vol. 6, pp. 1, 71-3. 

44. Lucie Redd Preston (1819-1891), the wife of William Ballard Preston (1805-
1862). 

45. The Mess Hall was also known as Commencement Hall. The first floor was the 
dining room for students, and the second floor was used for other activities. 
Robertson, Data Book. 

46. Tipton B. Evans served as mayor of Blacksburg frnm 1885 to 1887. He died in 
1927, according to his headstone in Westview Cemetery, Blacksburg. Cox, A 
Special Place, p. 155. 

47. Westview Cemetery on Roanoke Street, Blacksburg, was originally called Black's 
Woods. Hoge, Diaries, pp. 53-4. 
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put flowers on the students graves that are buried there President 
McBryde48 made a speach and some others 
19 We went to the college in time to see the Professors and Students 
march in the Commencement Hall49 good music and speeches. The 
speaker was Lawyer Staples50 he said the last time he was in Blacks~ 
burg was 50 years ago, year 1845, and spoke of the log51 church and 
Adam Croy52 calling the people with a tin horn to come to church 
29 Miss Lizzie Cowen5} here. Mrs. Bennett brought 2 dresses to make. 
Will Washington (colered) 54 cut the last Kindling Friday. Ela gave him 
lOc 
July 1895 
3rd Magie and I went down to Janie Ledgerwoods55 she lives at 
Smithfield where Betsey Davis56 lived the old home of the Preston 
family was born and raised, and I was at the Spring and drank water 

48. John M. McBryde served as president of the college from 1891 to 1907.Virginia 
Agricultural and Mechanical College became Virginia Agricultural and Me-
chanical College and Virginia Polytechnic Institute in 1896. Newman Library 
Special Collections, Virginia Tech. Duncan Lyle Kinnear The First 100 Years: A 
History of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Blacksburg, Va.: VPI 
Educational Foundation, Inc., 1972), p 163. 

49. Commencement Hall, sometimes called The Mess Hall, was razed in 1957. 
50. Waller Staples practiced law in Christiansburg and served as a judge on the 

Virginia Supreme Court. Kinnear, The First 100 Years, p. 36. 
51. Log church - Lot 40 in Blacksburg. Methodism in Blacksburg, p. 8. 
52. Adam Croy; this refers to Adam Croy, Jr. (1792-1861), Rosanna's father. 

"Dawson Family Geneology" <spec.lib.vt.edu/bicent/recoll/croy/gene.htm> 
accessed 7 April 2008. He was a Sexton at the Log Church (a Methodist church). 
Methodism in Blacksburg. 

53. Elizabeth Kent Cowan (1870-1934) married John Putman Adams. Hoge, Dia-
ries, p. 10. 

54. Will Washington, an African American handyman. 
55. Janie Brown Snider Ledgerwood (1856-1942), a friend of Rosanna, was the 

wife of James E. Ledgerwood (1849-1910) and daughter-in-law of Anderson 
Ledgerwood, a longtime overseer of Whitethom and later Smithfield. Laura 
Jones Wedin, "The Preston Cemetery of Historic Smithfield Plantation," The 
Smithfield Review, vol. 7 (2003), p. 63. 

56. Elizabeth (Betsey) Davis (b. 1823) was an unmaried daughter ofJohn Davis, a 
miller who worked the Smithfield Mill. Betsey was listed as housekeeper for 
Smithfield for Lucy Preston in 1870 and in the 1880 census. For most of her life 
she was associated with or worked for the Preston family. 
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Rosanna (left) and daughter Ellen (Ella) Pauline Dawson, 
August 25, 1899. 

out of of it when I was 4 or 5 years old I remember the spot where 
Grandfathers house stood above the spring (I saw my uncle John Croy57 

die there). We had a nice time and a good dinner 
September 1895 
1st Dr. Kent Black58 and wife moved in their own property today. 
They bought Mrs. Ronals Property59 

7 The Luthers had a picknic down at Cowens Mills on New River60 

Will Cook and Harry Pugh61 went in the river to swim and came near 
getting drowned 

57. John Croy was the brother of Rosanna's father, Adam Croy, Jr. (1792-1861). 
M. K. Vandike Croy family history. 

58. Dr. Kent Black, a son of Dr. Harvey Black, lived on Clay Street, at the site of 
the present-day Blacksburg police station. 

59. Mrs. Ronald, the wife of Colonel Charles A. Ronald. 
60. Kent's Mill, later known as Cowan's Mill, is thought to have been the oldest 

grist mill in Montgomery County. Hoge, Diaries, p. 94, fn 35. 
61. Harry Pugh- The Pugh house was on Main Street, across from the present-day 

National Bank of Blacksburg. 
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October 1895 
27 The University of Va Burned down at Charlottesville62 

In Oct. Some people went over to Christiansburg depot to see the old 
Independence bell They mostly call it the "cracked" bell. I saw it 
hanging up in Independence Hall at Phila. Oct. 1887 

[December 1895] 
[miscellaneous note added] the first Paper come out63 December 5th 
1895 its name is blacks burg Post a Mr Price a Relative ofHoustons64 

is the Printer the office is at the Amos hotell65 as ust to bee Bodell 
House 

January 1898 
Sunday 2 the fifty Eight aniversry of my marrage the weather was 
like two day onley there was a knee deep Snow on the ground, and 
the day was on Thursday clear an Sunshined all day an the Sun Set 
in a bright Red cloud, very cold high north wind, calm an clear to 
night but awful cold air things frose last night in the house but the 
flowers didn't, Bessie Grays flowers are all froze it was so cold I didn't 
get up in time to go to church, nellie kester come up from church an 
made me go home with her to dinner, I went ate with them in there 
new house, miss Pack66 was there too dinner mrs kester had a nice 
dinner had Rost goose, Sweete taters, to kind of cake quinces and 
cream, Jelley Pickles Preserves bread butter She had so many 
things I cant name all, Ela went to church our church this morning 
at Baptist to night. 
Friday 7 Full moon the 7th at 7 oclock 19 minutes in Evening the 
Eclipse will come at 25 minutes after 7 oclock the Sun Rose Shining 

62. On October 27, 1895, the University of Virginia's Rotunda Annex burned to 
the ground with the help of a zealous faculty member who thought throwing 
dynamite on the fire might keep it from spreading. Source: University of Vir-
ginia website: <http://www.virginia.edu/uva tours/rotunda/rotundaHistory. html> 
Accessed September 2007. 

63. The Blacksburg Post was a short-lived publication in the late 19th century. Cox, 
A Special Place, p. 164. 

64. Houston, the printer of The Blacksburg Post. 
65. The Amiss Hotel was located at the intersection ofMain and Washington Streets, 

in the original 16 squares where part of Kent Square is today. Donna Dunay, Under-
standing a Virginia Town (Blacksburg, Va.: Ttiwn of Blacksburg, 1986), pp. 103-4. 

66. Miss Pack, the daughter ofAllen Caperton Pack (1837-1919) and Susan Lugar 
Pack (1843-1921). 
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bright and Shined bright and Set in a bright Red Cloud, the moon 
come up misty looking cloudy, by 7 oclock it was bright, the Eclipse 
on the East Side of the moon, it was a black Spot not far on the moon, 
to night between 10 an 11 o clock the Skye is faire all over cant See 
any Stars bright moon, little wind and cold Mrs Davidson67 Gerogie 
and Leslie Lankesers68 here to night fixing up there League Pictures69, 

I paperd over head in the kitchen ironed 2 sheats and goun cooked 
carried coal and water 

Wednesday 26 very cold high north west wind and cloudy, be-
tween 10 an 11 the Sun come out a few minutes, Snow blowing in 
afternoon cold high wind all day, at 9 o clock at night the Stars 
Shining there was clear clouds and black clouds, I cooked got coal 
and carried water done So many little things cant name them we 
went to church had a good meeting Mary kinzer was with us the 
church lited up with Electrek lite Mary kinzer is cutting her wisdom 
tooth 
February 1898 a Sheate for the Weather 
Tuesday 1th Sunshine an cloudy Snow blowing Sometimes but 
awful cold north west wind all day Everything in the Safe an buckets 
frose we cant keep warm by the fire, at 9 o clock to night high cold 
north wind white and black clouds Rolling up hides the moon but 
few Strars to bee Seen Ela didnt go to church to night She isnt well 
Minnie70 is weather bound and I haven't been for water nor on the 
Street Since Saturday two bad for me I broke 2 bushel coal carried 
it in Ela has bed covers all around her flowers and two lamps burning 
in near them if they dont freeze to night it will bee a wonder Edgar 
Gray was in Said they work all day an late at night at Alx Blacks 
house, 71 the inside of it heated by a heater 

67. Mrs. Davidson was the wife of Reverend Davidson, a Methodist minister. 
68. George and Leslie Lancaster were neighbors of Rosanna. Their house was lo-

cated on Lot 5 of the original sixteen squares of Blacksburg, at the comer of 
Roanoke and Main where the National Bank building is located today. Dunay, 
Understanding a Virginia ·fown, pp. 101-2. 

69. League pictures - Possibly Epworth League, a predecessor of the Wesley Foun-
dation at the college. 

70. Minnie Cook, a seamstress employed by Rosanna and Ella. 
71. Alexander Black, a Blacksburg businessman, was the son of Dr. Harvey Black. 

This entry refers to their rebuilding his home after it burned. 
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Sunday 6 clear bright Sun all day but little or no wind cold air 
thawing all day the Streets Real mudy, clear bright moon cold air to 
night we went to church a large Congragation it was communion 
day Maggie and Jimmie72 went this Evening to hear the collored 
woman Preach the words of her text was go ye into all the world and 
Preach the gospel to Every creature thes words ar in the 16 chapter 
of Mark and 15 verse this woman has been Preaching here a week, 
too night She Preached her last Sermond here in the Town of B, and 
in Slave times She was Sold here when She was a child an taken away 
from this Town her name was young 
Thursdy 10 big frost, clear an calm and warm Sun all day, calm and 
warm two night it is cloudy in the west a few Stars in the east it has 
been Smokey all along the mountains Every clear day this week, Some 
of Mrs. Alx Blacks7i furnitur come to day they Put it in there new 
hous, I ironed cooked carried water broke coal caryed it in, went 
to see Laura G She is better Jimie and carrie keffer here to night Miss 
Mary Wall got her waist trimed in yellow $2.00 
Thursdy 24 the Sun Rose Shining bright and was bright most of the 
day but the wind was very cold an high from South west all day, there 
was a Shift of Snow on the ground Earley an late this Evening there 
was a Snow Storm went along the north mountain, it looked white, 
it is clear to night but awful cold and a little wind I hung the clothes 
they frose dry I cooked washed the Porch with a cloth and the three 
doors inside an out, an got in coal and water and ironed this after-
noon, Mary Price here, Bob and Jane Camper here to night an Jimie 
Snidow too, Mr. Camper is Still Porley the boys calliethumped74 the 
two new married copples at their owen houses Minnie Cook Maggie 
Snidow and Ella went this Evening to look through blacks house Mrs. 
Black took them throught it 

72. James Snidow, the postmaster of Blacksburg and the husband of Rosanna's 
daughter Maggie. 

73. Mrs. Alexander Black, formerly Elizabeth Kent "Lizzie"Otey (1859-1926). Hoge, 
Diaries. 

74. "Calathumping" was a noise-making orgy during which the participants used 
tin pans, horns, cowbells, firecrackers and other noisemakers usually to pester 
newlyweds on their wedding night. It was sometimes a deliberate effort at annoy-
ance and sometimes an effort at celebration. Kinnear, The First 100 Years, p. 93. 
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Monday 28 misty clouds and cold air the Sun shined Every now an 
then at 12 oclock it began to Snow it melted fast as it fell it Snowed 
most of the afternoon and cold air all day and a little very cold wind 
from the north west the moon is bright but a very few Stars in the 
East I Scraped up 2bushel of more an caried in of coal I caried water 
an cooked Pork Ribs an taters cooke dry appels Will Washenten dug 
Parsnips got cabbage I went to Magies late in Evening for milk Ela 
in bed most of the day, Mrs. Jamison here today is the last day of 
february, and the first quarter of the moon an the Signe is up in the 
neck, and Alx Black is hawling dirt out the ditches off Main Street in 
his yard, the Signe turnes down the Second day of March and it is 
Ember day75 two 

March 1898 
Wednsed 2 a Snow on the ground about 3 inches an the limbs of the 
Trees all bending with Snow, a little after daylight it began too Snow 
an it come thick and fast till between 11 and 12 oclock it Stoped it 
was 6 inches in afternoon it Snowed a little but it melted off the trees 
no wind an not So cold, two night at 10 oclock no moon to bee Seen 
no Stars and cold west wind, this Evening at 4 oclock the Sun Shined 
out bright for a little while, to day was my 76 birth day and Myrtle 
Snidow76 got up Earley got hold of my Ears and held too them till She 
counted the 76 years, Ella gave me a Surprise birth day dinner and 
Lissa Kinzer come the Evening before Sherman didnt come, Maggie 
and Family and Jimies mother come, Nick and Tillie Gray come and 
Minnie Cook come, Jimmis Sent his Family in the wagon it was so bad 
Magie Ella an Minnie Cook got the dinner, I Sit in the Room with 
the company got out my childrens and Grand childrens Picturs we 
had a good time looking over them, I went to the dining Room when 
the Table was Set I Said to them if you had two butter ducks one at 
Each end of the Table it would look lik my wedding table but there 
was at the End Jimie Sat a dish of Pork and Parsnips at the other End 

75. The Ember days are three days out of each calender season reserved for prayer 
and fasting by some Christian churches. They include the Wednesday, Friday, 
and Saturday after the first Sunday of Lent, after Whitsunday, after September 
14, and after December 13. Source: "Ember days," The American Heritage Dic-
tionary of the English Language, ed. William Morris (New York: American Heri-
tage Publishing and Houghton Mifflin, 1969). 

76. Myrtle Snidow, Rosanna's granddaughter. 
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little Krel77 Sat was a Rost goose then homney an mash taters tater 
Sallid, cook tomatoes an Raws ones, Slaw, caned corn, Claber chees, 
fryed kraut 2 kind apple Jelley, grape Jelley, caned Paradice appl, 
Paire Preserves damson Preserves bery Jam Stewed Aprocots corn 
muffins lightbread <leveled Eggs, coffee and tea Magie gave me a 
cake an Ela a coconut cake and Janie Ledgerwood gave me Sugar 
cakes had Peaches and Some of Emet Prices good thick cream, So all 
that was here did Enjoy there Selves Lissa Stayed all night Ela went 
to Prayer meeting 
[1898] 
Friday April 29 Earely morn cloudy and cold hight north west 
wind, between 7 and 3 oclock this morning the Sunshined a little 
while, it was Sunshine and cloudy all day, and very cold high wind all 
day the wind blowed East, West and North an South cold, most 11 
oclock to night clear and but little wind Sarah Ledgerwood78 got her 
dress as the Peopel were gathring to church the Students were march-
ing Camel Shanks79 out of Town Playing an beeting dixey80 on the 
band the old war Tune he had a call to take care of a company of 
soldiers two help to fite the Spanurds81 , they have the yellow feaver in 
Cuba82 

July [1898] 
Sunday 3 bright hot Sun between 12 an one oclock it Sunshined 
and clouded little wind from the East, clear warm an little wind to 
night Lissa come in this morning to See me I have been very Sick, 
Miss Bell camper come down we all Sat in the front Room and looked 
at the long Proshesion of the old Soldiers and lots of others following 

77. Carl Snidow, Rosanna's grandson. 
78. Sarah Ledgerwood, possibly a descendant of Anderson Ledgerwood. See Note 

55. 
79. Colonel David Shanks, Commandant of cadets from 1895 to 1898. The His-

torical Data Book gives his rank as Lieutenant, not Colonel, during the time he 
was commandant. 

80. "Dixey" refers to the Song of the South. "Dixie" was written by Daniel Emmett 
in 1859. "Daniel Decatur Emmett," <http://www.danemmett.org/> accessed 
May 2008. 

81. "Spanurds" refers to the Spanish during the Spanish-American War of 1898. 
82. Yellow fever was a tropical disease contracted by United States soldiers while 

fighting the Spanish in Cuba. 
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the corps of there old Corneal Ronale83 there was 12 carriages and 
buggies lots a horse back, and lots a foot back in the hot dust they 
were one hour going and coming back an while at the grave, Mrs 
Sallie kent is all the one of that family that is left full moon at 4 
oclock 7 minutes in the Evening tent meeting day and night and a 
burying first Sunday in July 

1898 a Sheat for Deathes 
may 30 Mrs. Virginia Means84 the Daughter of cor [colonel] Bob 
Preston85 died at her home at Birminghame Alabama, took newmonia 
May 28th they brought her two the Prestons old home to bury her by 
her Husband She was taken two the Me [ thodist] Church they sang 
a few verses of the hymn how firm a foundation, the last hymn a Sleep 
in Jesus, big croud of old friends 
Jun 2th She was buried at the Semetery86 Where all the Prestons 
are buried, the old Grandfather87 and Grandmother88 was layed 
years ago 

february 23, 1899 
Mr Samuel Lincous and others started to the depot89 with a wagon 
and 10 horses hitched to it to bring the roller mill boiller,90 that cold 
weather bursted the one they had in the mill got here with the mill 
boiler at 6 o'clock all right 
february 24th the men put the boiler in the mill 
february 27th the mill is running today with the new boiler 

83. Charles A. Ronald was a commander in the Civil War's famous Stonewall 
Brigade, a Blacksburg lawyer, and a former member of the legislature. He was 
known in legal circles as "the Patrick Henry of Southwest Virginia." Kinnear, 
The First 100 Years, p. 36. 

84. Virginia Ann Emily Preston Means (1834-1898). 
85. Robert Stark Means (1833-1874), husband of Virginia Means. 
86. The Preston Cemetery located on South Gate Drive east of the Historic Smith-

field home of the Prestons. 
87. Colonel William Preston (1729-1783). 
88. Susanna Smith Preston (1739-1823). 
89. Probably the train depot in Cambria near Christiansburg, Virginia. 
90. The Reliance Mills building was constructed around the turn of the century on 

Water Street (today's Draper Road). Cox, A Special Place, p. 169. 
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The Dawson gravestones in Westview Cemetery, Blacksburg. Left: 
R. A. Dawson, Born Mar. 2, 1822, died Mar. 18, 1906; right: W. H. 
Dawson, Born Nov. 25, 1811, died Mar. 27, 1878. 

June 1902 a Sheete for the Weather 
I am at Maggie Snidows 
Mood 16th Raining at daylight and Rained Sloley Till after 12 o 
clock the Sunshined bright warm, between 2 and 3 o clock We had 
a little Shower, it was Sunshine and cloudy the balence of the day 
Too night between 9 and 10 o clock in the East the Sky white cloudes 
in the West the clouds are black the moon Runs Through the White 
in the black the wind not So high it comes from South West little 
cool 
Tuesd 17th clear bright warm Sun but cool wind high at Times to 
night between 10 and 11 clear bright moon cool wind This morning 
I went two the chapple to the and it was Packed full Mr John 
Heam ton Hogue91 made on of his Good Speaches a hour long Then 
in afternoon I went with Lissa k two dress Perade and Sham Battle92 

91. John Hampton Hoge, Sr. (1855-1903). 
92. Sham battles were mock military engagements staged by the cadet corps at 

VPI. Source: Hoge, The Diaries, p. 111. 
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When That closed I went home with mrs Heathes too Supper and 
mrs Charlot Price and mrs Manie Smith as was I forgt her married 
name, Younes Fag, That live here Several years Gone by Since They 
lived here her Husband is ded it was her Sister That married Shoo 
and he wouldn't Sleep with her Till She was Emersed.91 I have Shuck 
handes with Several of my old friends. I went from Mrs. Heathies 
two The cappell94 to night it was over Packed Rev MD keene Prayed 
music a Presentation of Portrait of President McBryde, By Prof. WE. 
Dood, Ph.D. There was a Rewunion of old Students Two That had 
been here Several mansfield, Ill. June 10th Death of DR Runsey 
Smithson Porter of Baltmore conference95 

August 1902 
Saturd 30th This morning we all Got up a While after The sun Said 
I am shining we Got up ate Lissa Kinzers God brekfast of ham and 
Egges and Fryed chicken hot Rolls and So many other Good Thinges 
I cant Think of to name after brekfast uncle the Shad Tree a while 
then in the Parler Some more musick and chat Then under The 
Grape Vine and Then we ate a lot of nice Grapes Then about a 11 o 
clock Johnie an Wesley hitched up the bobtail horse and Wesley 
Dawson96 droves ous back to Blacksburg he drove Through The 
collage Grouns out Past DR Blacks and Bob campers We Got out the 
Surley and Walked in the Dining Roome Sat down and ate a Good 
dinner That Ella and May had Got So much I cant name all She had 
Rev keen come to night to See Robert and Wesley 

October 1902 
Thursdy 13th very heavey fog and a cold frost didnt hurt any thing 
it was very cold , the Sunshined all day and west wind Sometimes, 
the Stars are Shining but through misty Clouds calm and cold to 
night, I washed my clothes got dry I scoured benches doors floors 
all is cleane I got my dinner and Eate it Ela ate at Bessie Grays the 

93. Immersion is a method of baptism in which the participant is completely im-
mersed in water. 

94. The Chapel was located on the Virginia Tech campus, on the site of what is 
now the Newman Library. It burned down in 1953. Robertson, Data Book, vol. 
65, no. 4 (April 1972), pp. 9, 14. 

95. Dr. Runsey Smithson Porter, of Baltimore. 
96. Wesley McDonald Dawson (b. 184 7), the son of Rosanna and William H. 

Dawson. He married Ellen Foster. 
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Colege boys are making the cannons Rorer for the Govnor of the 
State and he is Hoge Tyler97 , and he got the beginning of his Educa-
tion from Robert Dawson98 he taught at General Hoges99 

wedn 22th frost bright Sun all day cold wind not So high after 
dinner I went mr Blacks Store 100 Got of Walter Gray 101 dress lining 
buttens white and Black Spool Thread I went from Stor two two the 
house to See mrs Apperson 102 She and her mother mrs kent Black 
mrs Alax Black we had a nice Time together about 2 hours mrs 
Mary Black come with me far as Walter Grays I went in Tow See mrs 
Pack103 and a cross to See mrs Henderson 104 Then Robert and I went 
to Prayermeeting to night at 10 o clock to night ther is Some Stars 
calm and cold air frost fog and cold bright Sun all day very Red 
clouds along the West the Sunset Red and I went to Tilda Grays this 
afternoon and cut out the callen cloth Mary Pepper brought me while 
I was Gon mrs Murril and mrs Wadener come to See me brought a 
Pare and apple 

97. James Hoge Tyler (1846-1925), GovernorofVirginia from 1898 to 1902. Hoge, 
The Diaries, p. 102, fn 64. 

98. Robert Dawson (1841-1930). 
99. General Hoge (1783-1861) owned property in Ellett Valley. The land is now 

the Blacksburg Country Club. 
100. Black's Store (Feed & Seed) was located on the eastern corner at the inter-

section of Main and Roanoke Streets in the original 16 squares. Dunay, Under-
standing a Virginia Town, pp. 101-2. 

101. Walter Gray (b. 1836) was the son of Nick and Matilda Gray. "Dawson Fam-
ily Geneology" <spec.lib.vt.edu/bicent/recoll/croy/gene.htm> accessed 7 April 
2008. 

102. Mrs. W. E. Anderson, whose husband Professor W. E. Anderson helped orga-
nize the first football team at Virginia Tech in 1892. Kinnear, The First 100 
Years, p. 151. 

103. Susan Lugar Pack (1843-1921), the wife of Allen Caperton Pack (1837-
1919). 

104. Mrs. Henderson (formerly Miss Miller). 
105. Charlie Clemons was a local carpenter/builder, who worked on the Alexander 

Black house. 
106. Elizabeth Otey was Mrs. Alex Black's sister. 
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A Sheate about the burning an building of Alx Blacks house 
in 1897 and 1898 

July 1897 Sicond morning about 4 oclock Mr Alx Blacks house 
caught fire no one know es how, for there wasent any body in the 
house for he and his Wife was gon to Some Springs for his health oh 
what a Sight it was to See the flames licking up toward the Sky the 
last Part ofJuly and august they were men an boys hunting and clean-
ing off the Ground two build another house 

September, fourth day Mr Frank Gray layed the corner Stone 
at 9 oclock in the morning for the new house with Charley Clemones 105 

help and he Said he would make a Speech but Mr Black must come 
first they Sent for him he come and didn't have a Pennie along they 
all Put a Pennie in the corner Rock and Alx borrowed one ofClemons 
he got up to make his Speech I hope you will have a long time to live in 
your new house an have good luck an all Joy first a Girle then a Boy 

October 6th the builders layed the first wood, on the Rock 
Foundation, novermber 5th day the Builders have the house Ready 
for the Roof, the middle of the Roof from the big chimeny down the 
Side next to Snidows, the Slat Put on in the down Signe 

February 22 (1898) Shrove tuesdy Mr Alx Black and Wife 
Slept in there new House for the first time, it wasent all finnished 
inside 

March 5th day Mr and Mrs Black ate there first dinner in there 
new house her two brothers and her Sister Mrs. Hoge106 ate with 
them 

Friday, March 11, 1898 at 8 oclock to night Edgar and Wesley 
Grays finished up the last bit of Mr Alx Blacks new house 

August 24th Mr Alex Black left on a visit near the Place they 
went last year when there house burned down 
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Author's Note 
Rosanna Croy Dawson died on March 18, 1906, at the age of84. 

She is buried in Westview Cemetery in Blacksburg, Virginia, beside 
her husband William H. Dawson. In addition to the gravestones, two 
stained glass windows in a hallway of the Blacksburg United Method-
ist Church (see photo above) honor their memory. 
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Aspenvale Cemetery and Its Place in the 
History of Southwest Virginia* 

Jim Glanville 

and 

John M. Preston' 

Introduction 
The Aspenvale cemetery at Seven Mile Ford in Smyth County is 

one ofVirginia's most noteworthy historical sites west of the Blue Ridge. 
Aspenvale was an early pioneer settlement, a gathering place for part 
of the overmountain army (which defeated the Royalist forces led by 
Patrick Ferguson at the Battle of King's Mountain in October 1781), 
a stop for westward pioneers on their way to Daniel Boone's Wilder-
ness Road; it is also the burial place of several notable Virginians. 
Today, the Aspenvale cemetery is designated as a Registered National 
Historic Site, a Virginia Historic Landmark, and a stop on the 
Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail. 

However, despite its historic significance, Aspenvale cemetery 
has never been the subject of a scholarly article. That neglect is here 
redressed. 

This article is divided into three parts: 
The first part presents a survey of historical background to the 

settlement of Southwest Virginia. After speculating ahout the first 
English speakers to be in the vicinity of present-day Aspenvale, we 
describe the earliest recorded land grants in the region and the subse-
quent exploration and opening of Southwest Virginia by Scots-Irish 
pioneers. Large numbers of English speakers first came to and through 

* Copyright Jim Glanville 2009. His address is 20 I Graves Avenue, Blacksburg, 
VA 24060-5'305 <jglanvil(u vt.edu> 
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Figure 1 . Aspenvale cemetery. This picture was taken from the 
southeast corner of the cemetery looking towards the northwest. 
The large monuments in the foreground record (from left) the 
graves of Charles Henry Campbell Preston, Francis Preston, and 
Sarah Buchanan Campbell Preston. General William Campbell lies 
beneath the flat stone to the right. Aspenvale cemetery is sur-
rounded by a well-built stone wall about five feet high and two feet 
thick. Part of the wall can be seen in the distance. 

Seven Mile Ford when the Virginia Regiment participated in, but never 
fought in, the Cherokee War of 1760-61. It was those military activi-
ties that effectively enabled the early family settlement of Aspenvale 
at a time when it was located in what was still a wild, frontier region. 

The second part provides a history of the cemetery from its first 
interment to modem times. It includes a chain of succession of own-
ership of the cemetery and tells of the state and national recognition 
that the cemetery has received. In this second part, the relatively re-
cent cemeteries that adjoin Aspenvale are noted but not described in 
detail. 

The third part of the article lists the persons buried in the 
Aspenvale cemetery, with their dates of birth and death. Summary 
biographical information is given for all those persons and additional 
biographical information is given for historically prominent persons. 
While the article mentions family relationships among the persons 
buried in the cemetery, it is not genealogical in character. The article 
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includes a detailed map of the cemetery and may serve as an on-site 
guide. The chain of ownership of the Aspenvale land is documented 
(Table 1) using records held by the Preston family, supplemented by 
documents from the Smyth County courthouse. An extensive bibli-
ography is provided which incorporates many references to interred 
persons. 

Part I. The Historical Background to the 
Settlement of Southwest Virginia 

The original American Indian inhabitants of Southwest Virginia 
remain obscure. However, by the opening of the eighteenth century, 
a vast region of the Appalachians including the Aspenvale property 
was territory claimed by the Cherokee Indians. The steady shrinkage 
of this large Cherokee claim to the tiny, present-day, Qualla bound-
ary reservation has been documented by Royce. 2 Within a large, com-
plicated, and unfortunate (for the Indians) story, the specific instru-
ment that transferred the Aspenvale land to Virginia was the so-called 
"Treaty of Lochabor, "3 which in 1771 drew a line from Kingsport, Ten-
nessee, to the junction of the Kanawha and Ohio Rivers and ceded to 
the Virginians the land to the east of that line, including what would 
become modern-day Smyth County.4 

The First English Speakers in Southwest Virginia 
Although we will never know with certainty, possibly the first 

Englishman who passed through modern-day Southwest Virginia was 
the sailor David Ingram. Following the Spanish attack on 23 Septem-
ber 1568 on Sir John Hawkins' fleet of eight slaving ships at St. Juan 
de Ulua, Ingram chose in October 1568 to be set ashore on the Gulf 
coast of Florida from a terribly overloaded, surviving vessel. 5 From 
where he was set ashore, as related by the distinguished historian 
Samuel Eliot Morison: Ingram "managed to walk by Indian trail all 
the way to the Maine coast ... hailed a French ship at the mouth of 
the St. John River, New Brunswick, and returned to Europe."6 

Ingram's walk would likely have brought him up the great Indian 
path through Southwest Virginia. He told his story on his return to 
England. 7 As remarkable as this story seems, a critical evaluation of it, 
while raising serious questions about its authenticity, does not in the 
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end controvert it.8 Ingram was arguably the first English speaker in 
the future Smyth County. 

More than a century after Ingram, and about sixty-five years af-
ter the settlement ofJamestown, English-speaking explorers sponsored 
by the Fort Henry (modern-day Petersburg, Virginia) trader Abraham 
Wood pushed into western Virginia. The traditional view is that in 
1671 Thomas Batts and Robert Fallam traveled near modern-day 
Southwest Virginia and possibly reached modern-day West Virginia.9 

Their meager written records are cryptic and severely circumscribed 
evidence, but do provide what little we know about their routes. 10 It 
has been conjectured, but not documented, that Wood himself earlier 
had visited western Virginia in 1654. 11 Two or three years after the 
Batts and Fallam visit, the ranger James Needham, in 1673-74, ac-
companied by the indentured servant Gabriel Arthur and several In-
dians, twice reached the future Tennessee, 12 seeking trade openings 
with the Overhill Cherokees situated along the Little Tennessee and 
Tellico Rivers. On his second trip Needham was killed. 13 

It was another sixty years after these pioneering explorations 
before the first English-speaking settlers and land speculators arrived 
in Southwest Virginia. Long hunters, adventurers of the forest such as 
Charles Sinclair, traders and planters such as Stephen Holston (Hol-
stein) and Samuel Stalnaker, and the packman Mr. Vaughan 14 of 
Amelia County were probably there by 1740 - possibly a decade 
earlier. 

The Scots-Irish and the Settling of Southwest Virginia 
The Scots-Irish (and Germans) pioneered European expansion 

into Southwest Virginia, 15 and principal among those Scots-Irish pio-
neers was James Patton, who had been born in 1692, near Londonderry, 
into a Scottish Protestant community. He went to sea as a young man 
and by middle age was a successful ship's captain, making frequent 
transatlantic passages. On 23 August 1738 a vessel captained by Patton 
docked at Alexandria, Virginia. 16 Patton remained in America after 
this voyage, never again to return to Ireland. Also on board was the 
captain's eight-year-old nephew William Preston. Along with many of 
their relatives, they were part of a Scots-Irish exodus to America. 17 

Behind them lay Londonderry, Northern Ireland, with its history of 
vicious political and religious strife. Ahead of them lay Augusta County, 
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Southwest Virginia, and beyond - and to later generations, far be-
yond - lay the great westward expansion that would in due time 
power the rise of an America stretching between two oceans. 

The details of his rise are opaque, but once settled in Virginia, in 
the Shenandoah Valley near modem-day Staunton, Patton soon ac-
quired powerful and influential friends. 18 In October 1743, just five 
years after making America his permanent home, he was petitioning 
the Virginia Council for 200,000 acres of land in western Virginia -
he was the first British subject to claim land anywhere in the Missis-
sippi watershed. 19 It was land that belonged by historic occupation to 
the natives of the region and under international law to the French. 
That petition was not granted, but global politics and hostilities among 
the European powers very quickly changed matters. Following a re-
newed outbreak of open warfare between the French and the British 
in 1744,20 Virginians ceased to be squeamish about claiming nomi-
nally French territory. On 26 April 1745 the Virginia Council made 
Patton his so-called "Great Grant" of 100,000 acres ofland to be taken 
up piecemeal in the territory stretching from modem-day Montgom-
ery County, Virginia, to Hawkins County, Tennessee, along today's I-
81 corridor. 21 From a Virginian, but not French, point of view, this 
grant provided legal access to the land that would eventually become 
Aspenvale. Incidentally, Friedenberg characterized the Great Grant 
as "obviously a logrolling deal."22 

In the 1750s, the prevailing political climate in Williamsburg 
favored western land grants to the Scots-Irish because of their reputa-
tion as frontier warriors. The Tidewater elite even made exceptions 
for the Scots-Irish not made to other religious groups or elsewhere in 
Virginia. For example, in western Virginia, Presbyterian ministers were 
authorized to perform marriages, something forbidden in Tidewater 
Virginia society.21 Writing of these Scots-Irish who settled the Holston 
River valleys of Smyth County, where Aspenvale is located, a later 
Preston wrote rather floridly: 

Search the human race and you cannot find purer Anglo-Saxon 
stock then the descendants of the Scotch-Irish who settled the 
Appalachian Highlands. They were the true pioneer stock, brave, 
inured to hardship and dangers, of magnificent physique; noth-
ing could withstand them. In the words of Caesar, they came, 
they saw and they conquered. 24 
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In April 1748, seventeen months after obtaining the Great Grant, 
Patton set out from Waynesboro, Virginia, on a well,equipped and 
well,organized expedition to the southwest to make surveys in his 
recently acquired land.25 The party explored the Holston Valleys, per, 
haps as far as the future state of Tennessee and beyond to the 
Cumberland Gap, 26 or perhaps not that far. 27 With Patton on that 
trip28 went his surveyor John Buchanan, who was married to Patton's 
daughter Margaret 29 ; Charles Campbell, who was married to 
Buchanan's sister - also Margaret; Dr. Thomas Walker; James Burke; 
James Wood; and others. Among other land tracts, this party sur, 
veyed one at Seven Mile Ford, where they encountered the hunter 
Charles St. Clair, who had a cabin near present,day Chilhowie. 30 It 
was John Buchanan from that party who later received the patent for 
the Aspenvale land in April 1753 under a grant from King George II 
(see Table 1). Around the same time, fellow party member Charles 
Campbell secured the "Buffalo Lick," nearby at what is modern,day 
Saltville. i 1 The salt from this lick was to provide prosperity for many 
generations of Campbell's descendants. 

Mary and Frederick B. Kegley called the New River watershed 
and the upper watersheds of the Holston, Clinch, and Big Sandy Riv, 
ers in Virginia "The Beckoning Land on the Western Waters" and 
labeled it as such on a map. i 2 Early land surveys in this beckoning 
land were individually designated as "being part of an Order ofCoun, 
cil granted James Patton and others to take up 100,000 acres." The 
land was taken up as many separate tracts, each of a few hundred 
acres, which together could not exceed 100,000 acres in total. Exten, 
sive details of the early land parcels taken up under Patton's grant are 
provided by the Kegleysll and also by Summers. 34 

The first well,documented account of a journey through South, 
west Virginia is the 1750 journal kept by Dr. Thomas Walker. The 
journal remained in the possession of the Walker family and was pri, 
vately published in 1888 and for the public in 1928 and 1929. The 
published versions have been consolidated and augmented and were 
recently published on line by Carole Hammett. 35 Dr. Walker traveled 
in company with Ambrose Powell, William Tomlinson, Colby Chew, 
Henry Lawless, and John Hughs. Walker and his party were in the 
vicinity of the future Aspenvale about 31 March 1750, and, though 
his journal makes no special mention of the place, Walker's journal is 
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the first written account of anyone being there after its 174 7 survey 
by John Buchanan. 

As noted above, Aspenvale was patented in 1753. Seven years 
later, in 1760, the route past the Aspenvale settlement, fording the 
Middle Fork of the Holston River, had become a military thorough-
fare. This opening of a military road, a small part in the great struggle 
called the French and Indian war by eighteenth-century Virginians, 
marks the first modest appearance ofSouthwest Virginia on the world 
stage. Known in England as the Seven Years' War (1756-1763), this 
global struggle was called by Winston Churchill "the first world war." 16 

With the outbreak in 1760 of the phase of the French and In-
dian war called the Cherokee War, the British planned a two-pronged 
military strategy, with the Middle and Lower Cherokee towns in the 
western parts of the Carolinas to be attacked by British regulars march-
ing from Charleston, South Carolina, while the Overhill Cherokee 
towns in modem-day Eastern Tennessee were to be attacked via the 
valley of Virginia. Thus in that year, Colonel William Byrd III led a 
600-700-man Virginia provincial force from Fort Chiswell in Wythe 
County, aiming to open a road to the Long Island of the Holston at 
present-day Kingsport, Tennessee." Byrd and his force did not actu-
ally reach the Overhill towns and mount their planned attack, 38 and 
Byrd was widely criticized for failing to relieve Fort Loudoun (south of 
present-day Knoxville) where the English garrison was wiped out in 
August 1760. 39 One commentator has suggested that the best that 
can be said on Byrd's behalf was that his presence and threats were 
possibly a factor in persuading the Cherokees to sue for peace the 
following year. 40 

The actual making of the road commenced the following year, 
on 7 July 1761, when Byrd ordered Major Andrew Lewis and 200 
men to "open the road to the [the Long Island of the] Holston" from 
Fort Chiswell. So doing, they passed the future site ofAspenvale, about 
thirty-five miles southwest of the Fort. 41 The Lewis party opened the 
road as far at Stalnakers (near modern-day Chilhowie). The fifty-eight 
miles from Stalnakers to Long Island of the Holston (modem-day 
Kingsport) was opened a couple of months later by a force under the 
command of Colonel Adam Stephen.42 Stephen concluded a peace 
treaty with the Cherokee "King and Governor" Conocotocko near 
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the Long Island at the newly constructed Fort Robinson on 20 No-
vember 1761. 

In 1769, Scots-Irish settlement began at Seven Mile Ford, when 
a widow brought five children and made her home there at a place 
called Aspenvale. The ford was so named, it is usually said, because it 
lay seven miles on the road beyond the Royal Oak home of Arthur 
Campbell, in present-day Marion. The hill behind the widow's home 
became a cemetery. The widow, Margaret Buchanan Campbell - a 
daughter of Scots-Irish immigrant parents -was the first person bur-
ied there. Today, she and seven generations of her descendants lie 
within its walls. We will return to the widow and her descendants in 
the second and third parts of this article. 

Maps of early southwest Virginia (other than those drawn on a 
very broad scale) are scarce. The first well-detailed recorded map of 
the Holston and adjacent Clinch River valleys was made by Daniel 
Smith in 1774.41 This map was sent by Smith to William Preston (by 
now 44 years old and a colonel) at Smithfield with an accompanying 
letter on 8 July 1774.44 In the letter, Smith suggested that the building 
of forts was needed to offer protection to the settlers and encourage 
them to come to the region. 

The Road Past Aspenvale in the Holston Valley45 

Part of the historic significance of Aspenvale derives from its 
being a fording place on the great route along which passed the set-
tlers destined for Tennessee and Kentucky, which constituted the first 
American western frontier. 

Today, Seven Mile Ford is a quiet, rustic place. Busy Interstate 
Highway 81 passes scarcely half a mile to the south, but its traffic 
leaves the town unmolested. Highway 11, which was a major thor-
oughfare before the coming of the interstate, is today quiet and little 
traveled. But the path is a famous one, for the settlers' road in the 
Holston Valley lay here, and the ford (the Seven Mile Ford) across 
the Middle Fork of the Holston River once carried a great flow of 
traffic headed westward.46 Figure 2 shows the principal routes of the 
settlers in the eighteenth century. The southwesterly route crossed 
the Middle Fork of the Holston at the Seven Mile Ford, passing 
Aspenvale a few hundred yards below the cemetery on the hill. 
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Philadelphia was the principal port of entry for Scots-Irish immi-
grants into America. From there, following the Treaty of Lancaster in 
1744, under which the Iroquois Confederacy ceded the right to Vir-
ginians to travel their Great Warrior path down the valley of Virginia, 
the way to the new lands of the south and southwest lay open. The 
Great Wagon Road47 was the route from Philadelphia to Charlotte, 

Figure 2. The Great Wagon Road began at Philadelphia and went 
west through Lancaster and Gettysburg, where it turned southwest 
down the Great Valley of Virginia, passing near present-day 
Roanoke (formerly called Big Lick). From there, the road turned 
south to the Carolinas. After 1775 a wagon road was opened from 
Roanoke towards the southwest. From a point about ten miles 
below Wytheville53 to the Long Island of the Holston River (modern-
day Kingsport) that wagon road ran in the Holston valleys. From 
Kingsport, Boone's wilderness trail ran northwest into Virginia and 
then west through Virginia to the Cumberland Gap and into 
Kentucky. (This figure shows modern-day place names; Fincastle 
lies a little northwest of Roanoke, Salem a little southwest.) 

The Smithfield Review, Volume XIII, 2009 97 



jIM GLANVILLE AND joHN M. PRbTUN 

North Carolina, via Lancaster, Gettysburg, Winchester, Harrisonburg, 
Lexington, Roanoke (formerly Big Lick), and Salisbury. In the years 
1760-1775 this narrow, rutted highway was "the most heavily trav-
elled road in all America, and must have had more vehicles jolting 
along its rough and tortuous way than all other main roads put to-
gether. "48 Beyond Charlotte lay South Carolina and Georgia. 

The route to Kentucky opened in 1775 when Daniel Boone cut 
his Wilderness Road from Kingsport through the Cumberland Gap 
into Kentucky. The opportunity for such a road was instigated by yet 
another Indian treaty. On 17 March of that year Colonel Richard 
Henderson at the Sycamore Shoals of the Watauga River near 
Elizabethton, Tennessee, acquired, by treaty49 with the Cherokee chiefs, 
rights to about three-fourths of the land area of modern Kentucky.so 
The path to that country had been used by hunters traveling on foot 
for 15-20 years, but now - for the expected settlers - it needed 
improving.SI Anticipating the treaty's signing by a week, Daniel Boone 
and a party of thirty armed and mounted axmen departed from the 
Long Island of the Holston (at modern Kingsport, Tennessee) and cut 
a path north through the Cumberland Gap to the plains ofKentucky.sz 
When they were done, the Blue Grass State lay open for settlers. 
Greater Tennessee would open a few years later following more trea-
ties with the Cherokees. 

In his history of Seven Mile Ford, 54 Southwest Virginia historian 
Goodridge Wilson writes of "a stockade fort capable of housing 400 
people [that] was built there in 1776." Wilson reprints a letter dated 
18 August 1776, from William Campbell, then in Williamsburg, sent 
to "Dearest Betsy" (Madam Russell) at her father's home in Hanover 
County, recounting news brought by Samuel Newell, who had just 
arrived in Williamsburg: "Express in five Days from my house [at 
Aspenvale]." Campbell's letter mentions the construction of this fort 
and tells that a few weeks earlier "Eighteen of our men, two or three 
women and some children have been killed," while "Our People scalped 
27 Indians and it is thought that many more have been killed." 

Conditions on the Holston section of the path during its early 
years have been recorded in the story of a party of Baptists who were 
among the earliest of the Kentucky pioneers. The quotation below 
from 1781, written by a Minister leading a party of Baptists, tells that 
in addition to Indians, Tories also posed a threat to travelers. For this 
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party, leaving Fort Chiswell with about 30 miles to travel to reach 
Aspen vale: 

now came the greatest trial they had yet encountered - they 
gave up their wagons ... the only homes that had been left to the 
women, the little children, and the sick. Nearly all the men and 
some of the women were on foot, the riders being composed in 
the main of the aged, the delicate and the little children - these 
last occupying hickory baskets swung to the sides of horses. Such 
of the sick as were unable to ride were carried along on litters. 
The men and larger boys, each equipped with a flint-lock rifle, a 
powder horn, a hatchet, a hunting knife and a cup, and with a 
wallet containing bullets and bullet molds, wadding, tow, a tin-
der box and all manner of hunting tools and conveniences, 
guarded the train, drove the live stock and as far as possible pro-
vided wild game for the company ....The Negroes were variously 
engaged either in "toting" household "plunder," clearing obstruc-
tions from the miserable road, or leading the packhorses .... And 
the road, now that the most of them had to walk, seemed worse 
than ever.... Such travelling was especially hard upon the women, 
and not made any the more cheerful by the reports they had 
heard at Fort Chiswell of fresh signs of Indians and outlawed 
Tories, (the Tories upon the waters of the Holston were as dan-
gerous and as hurtful as the Indians) nor by the sight of the soli-
tary graves of murdered settlers which were met with from time 
to time along the lonely road .... Every evening the bedding, and 
a multitude of other things, had to be unloaded from the 
packhorses only to be loaded again in the morning; [to their] 
sleeping places which never fully protected them from rain. 55 

The foregoing quotation also reveals that the road past Aspenvale 
had not yet in 1781 been sufficiently improved to be a wagon road. 
However, we can deduce that it was improved for wagon travel some-
time before 1792, because in that year the Virginia legislature passed 
"An Act to facilitate the intercourse of inhabitants of this Common-
wealth with the State of Kentucky," which appointed commissioners 
to plan a wagon road from Anderson's block house at the western end 
of future Scott County to the Cumberland Gap. 56 The Act authoriz-
ing construction of that wagon road passed three years later. 57 With its 
completion, horse-drawn vehicles could make the entire journey from 
Fort Chiswell to Kentucky. 
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Having thus surveyed the historical background to the settle-
ment of Southwest Virginia and placed Seven Mile Ford and Aspenvale 
in the broader context, we next turn in the second part of this article 
to a detailed description of the cemetery and the persons who lie there. 

Part 2. The First Person Buried at Aspenvale 
and Her Scots-Irish Antecedents and Progeny 

Margaret Buchanan (1718-1777) was the first person to be bur-
ied in the Aspenvale cemetery, and she was a classic example of the 
Scots-Irish role in the settling of Southwest Virginia. She was the sis-
ter of surveyor John Buchanan. Her parents were James Buchanan 
(1698-17??), who had been born in Ireland (one source says possibly 
in Northumberland County, Pennsylvania) and Jane Sayers (1702-
17??), who had been born in Ireland. Margaret Buchanan's parents 
had a third child in addition to John and Margaret herself. 58 

Margaret Buchanan married Charles Campbell (ca. 1720-1767) 
about 1744. Internet genealogists agree that Charles Campbell's fa-
ther was named Patrick, but differ on exactly who that Patrick was. 
The most compelling of these sources59 has it that Charles's father 
Patrick Campbell (1696-1767) was born at Drumaboden (in County 
Donegal about 15 miles northwest of Londonderry) and brought his 
entire family to Philadelphia when Charles was 5-6 years old. 

Following her husband's death in 1767, Margaret Buchanan 
Campbell brought her son and four daughters to settle at Aspenvale. 
One writer remarked that in coming to the wilderness in such cir-
cumstances the widow must have been "a brave and industrious 
woman. "60 According to Clara Hill Carner, "Margaret Buchanan 
Campbell, widowed in 1767, came [to Aspen vale] in 1768 or 1769 to 
establish a home on a tract of a thousand acres of land located on the 
Holston River in what is now known as Seven Mile Ford, Virginia. 
This tract of land was given to Margaret Buchanan by her brother, 
Col. John Buchanan, a surveyor, as a wedding present when she was 
married to Col. Charles Campbell. This location has been called "God's 
Acre" and lies on the hillside 3,500 feet north of the Lee Highway.61 

Carner says that the name Aspenvale was derived from the lush vales 
where the aspen trees grew. Kegley notes that the original survey and 
plat for the land was recorded for "John Buchanan, ye little 1000 acres 
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Figure 3. Coauthor John 
M. Preston V, son of 
John M. Preston IV, 

standing at the grave site 
of William Campbell in 

the spring of 2007. Two 
unengraved stones are 

behind Preston in the 
fore and middle ground. 

The cemetery utility 
structure is in the 

background. Photograph 
by Jim Glanville. 

at Asp Bottom on Indian River" on 24 November 1747.62 Further-
more, Gordon Aronhime stated that the land called "Aspe Bottom" 
in later years became know as Aspinville and then Aspenvale.63 So 
perhaps the cemetery derives its names from rattlesnakes rather than 
from trees. 

The Scots-Irish pioneers ofVirginia had large families, and inter-
marriage among their members was commonplace. For example, as 
noted below, Margaret Buchanan Campbell's granddaughter married 
William Preston's son. By the time of that marriage, William Preston 
had become an important man. 

The longer the founder James Patton was in Virginia, the more 
he came to rely on his nephew William Preston. By the time Preston 
was thirty, he had become Patton's assistant, accountant, surveyor, 
and companion.64 After Patton was killed at Draper's Meadows, in 
modem-day Blacksburg, in 1755 in a fight with Indians, Preston took 
over all of Patton's interests. Eighteen years later, Preston established 
the Smithfield Plantation near the spot where his uncle had died. At 
Smithfield Plantation, William Preston's son Francis grew to man-
hood. 

In 1793, Francis Preston of Smithfield married Margaret 
Buchanan Campbell's granddaughter Sarah ofAspenvale and the salt 
lick, and moved with her to the Salt Works65 she had inherited from 
her father. Sarah was the daughter of General William Campbell and 
Elizabeth Henry, sister of Patrick Henry. All five of these persons are 
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buried in the Aspenvale cemetery. Francis and Sarah's marriage 
founded an important branch of an influential southern political clan. 
Many descendants of that clan are buried at Aspen vale. 

The Succession of Owners at Aspenvale Cemetery 
Leaving aside French and American Indian claims to the land 

on which Aspenvale resides, the English and later American records 
show a clear and continuous chain of ownership beginning in 1753. 

By 1753, Colonel John Buchanan had been for some time James 
Patton's principal surveyor. In that year he became the first owner of 
record of the Aspenvale cemetery, which lay within "One thousand 
acres granted from George II, signed by his lieutenant, Governor of 
the Colony, Robert Dinwiddie." Starting with John Buchanan, the 
succession ofownership ofAspenvale cemetery is summarized in Table 
1 (pages 90-91). 

State and National Recognition of the Aspenvale Cemetery 
Stimulus for local people to seek both state and national recog-

nition for the Aspenvale cemetery site came during the planning for 
the 1982 sesquicentennial celebration of the founding of Smyth 
County. During the preparations for that celebration, in May 1978, 
the Smyth County Historical and Museum Society adopted a resolu-
tion to provide an adequate road up the hill to the cemetery.68 That 
resolution led to an appeal to various authorities for funding. The 
appeal was successful, and the road was improved. Simultaneously, 
the Historical and Museum Society worked with the State of Virginia 
Historic Preservation Office to prepare a Nomination for the Aspenvale 
cemetery site to the National Registry of Historic Places, while con-
currently making an application for registration of the site as a Vir-
ginia Historic Landmark.69 

Both the state and national registration applications were suc-
cessful, and a joint ceremony to celebrate both national and state 
landmark registry of the site was held at the cemetery on 30 May 
1982.70 Marker plaques noting these registrations were placed on the 
stone columns at the entrance to Aspenvale cemetery as pictured in 
Figure 4. The plaques themselves are shown in Figures 5 and 6. 

102 

http:Landmark.69
http:cemetery.68


AsPENVALE CEMETERY 

Twenty years after its state and national historic registrations, 
Aspenvale was awarded the additional designation as a site on the 
Route of Our Forefathers to King's Mountain71 or the Overmountain 
Victory National Historic Trail. The plaque recording this designa .. 
tion is shown in Figure 7. 

The notes for the dedication ceremony program of Aspenvale as 
a stop on the Overmountain Victory Trail were prepared by Clara Hill 
Carner and included an historical sketch of Aspenvale cemetery which 
stated: 

Aspenvale Cemetery, this historic site, located at Seven Mile 
Ford, Smyth County, Virginia, derived its name from the fron-
tier home place ofGeneral William Campbell. General Campbell's 
mother, Mrs. Charles (Margaret Buchanan) Campbell, widowed 

Figure 4. The entrance to Aspenvale cemetery. On the pillar to the left 
of the gate is the bronze plaque recording that the Aspenvale property 
has been placed on the National Historic Register. On the pillar to the 
right is the marker that designates the cemetery as a Virginia Historic 
Landmark. The free standing sign at the lower right designates the 
cemetery as a stop on the National Historic Overmountain Victory 
Trail. The three markers are shown individually in Figures 5, 6, and 7. 
An iron gate and a surrounding stone wall are characteristic of Scots-
Irish cemeteries in Appalachia. 
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Figure 5. The plaque recording that the Aspenvale cemetery has 
been placed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Figure 6. The plaque recording that the Aspenvale cemetery has 
been registered as a Virginia Historic Landmark. 
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Figure 7. The marker that records the designation of Aspenvale 
cemetery as a stop on the Overmountain Victory National Historic 
Trail. 

in 1767, came here in 1768 or 1769 to establish a home on a 
tract of a thousand acres of land located on the Holston River in 
what is now known as Seven Mile Ford, Virginia. This tract of 
land was given to Margaret Buchanan by her brother, Col. John 
Buchanan, a surveyor, as a wedding present when she was mar-
ried to Col. Charles Campbell. The name Aspenvale was de-
rived from the lush vales where the aspen trees grew. This loca-
tion has been called "God's Acre" and lies on the hillside 3,500 
feet north of the Lee Highway, originally the Great Wagon Road. 
Soldiers of six wars are buried in Aspenvale, an historic grave-
yard which is two hundred and twenty six years old. The first 
grave is that of Mrs. Charles (Margaret Buchanan) Campbell 
whose death is recorded as 1777.72 

The Adjacent Cemeteries 
Adjacent to the Aspenvale cemetery are four other cemeteries. 

The adjacent cemeteries are briefly described in this section and 
mapped in Figure 8. 
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We have not made any effort to study these adjacent cemeteries. 
According to local cemetery aficionados Mack and Kenneth Sturgill, 
the Rector/Humphry Cemetery, which is presently enclosed by a 
wooden fence, holds eleven burials. Most of the persons here-interred 
carry the Rector or Humphreys name, and all the interments date 
from 1892-1951.73 The Oury/McCready Cemetery, which is presently 
enclosed by a fence made of horizontal metal pipes, holds thirty buri-
als. Many of the persons interred carry the Oury or McCready name, 
and all the interments date from 1830-1925.74 The Spotts!fhomp-
son Cemetery occupies a large area to the east and south of the other 
three cemeteries and covers a large, ill-defined, mostly wooded area. 
It is reported to hold fifteen burials,75 most dating from the second 

t..... 

Figure 8. A map of the cemeteries at Aspenvale and their relative 
locations. There are three family cemeteries adjacent to the 
Aspenvale. To the north is the Rector/Humphry cemetery, which is 
presently enclosed by a wooden fence. To the south is the Oury/ 
Mccready cemetery. These adjacent cemeteries are related to the 
Aspenvale cemetery only by their proximity, not by any Preston 
family bonds. 
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half of the nineteenth century. A stroll through this cemetery area 
confirms that in this vicinity there are indeed many growth-obscured, 
broken, and unreadable headstones. 

Part 3: The Persons Interred 
at Aspenvale Cemetery 

A Map of Aspenvale Cemetery and a Summary List of the 
Persons Buried There 

Figure 9 shows a schematic map of the Aspen vale cemetery. The 
map was prepared using satellite imagery combined with on-the-ground 
surveys and digital photography. Actual images of the cemetery ob-
tained by satellite imagery can be examined at the Geographic Names 
Information System (GNIS) website managed by the U.S. Geological 
Survey.76 Alternatively, Aspenvale cemetery (which has a mean above-
sea-level altitude of 2011 feet) can be studied using any convenient 
mapping system and entering the global positioning coordinates of 
latitude 36.814 2819 degrees and longitude -81.6398398 degrees. 77 

Summary information about persons buried in the Aspenvale cem-
etery is listed in Table 2. 

Table 2 provides a number or letter for each grave at the 
Aspenvale cemetery, the person (or, in one case, persons) buried in 
that grave, and the person's birth and death dates so far as is known. 
Biographical information about persons buried at Aspenvale is pro-
vided in the following section of this article. The numbers on the map 
(Figure 9) and in Table 2 record the order in which the persons were 
buried. 

The principal, published, authoritative source ofgenealogical and 
biographical information about the large and extended Preston family 
is Donnan's Genealogy.7H Footnoted references to Donnan's Genealogy 
are provided in the second column of Table 2. Many additional bio-
graphical references are incorporated into the individual biographical 
sketches in the section of this article following the present section. 

Biographical Notes about Persons Buried at Aspenvale 
The biographical information in this section derives from a wide 

variety of sources. However, the bulk of it comes from two places: the 
aforementioned Donnan's Genealogy and the family records of coau-
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Figure 9. Map of the grave sites in the Aspenvale cemetery. This 
updated and revised map was prepared for the present article. 

thor John Preston. From the family records come a preliminary grave 
site map, a catalog of summary biographical information prepared by 
coauthor John Preston, 90 various family records in his possession, in-
cluding a family tree prepared by him, and photographs. Internet re-
sources that tell about multiple buried persons are described and evalu-
ated in the immediately following paragraph. Additional information 
sources for specific individuals are appropriately cited and footnoted 
below in the descriptions of the persons buried at Aspenvale. 

Several internet sources provide information about multiple per-
sons at Aspenvale. Internet sources of biographical information arc 
numerous and potentially both very useful and very problematic.99 

Two such sites we have consulted are the "Find A Grave" web site 
that contains links to close-up images of many of the headstones at 
Aspenvale, but which unfortunately includes a number of persons 
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Table 2. Summary Information of the Graves at Aspenvale 
Grave Person or Stone Birth-Death Dates 

l. Margaret Buchanan Campbell 1718-1777 
2. Brigadier General William Campbell 1745-22 August 1781 
3. Charles Henry Campbell 1780-178579 

4. Elizabeth Henry Russell Smith 1786-10 October 180480 

5. David Coalter 1764/5-August 1821 
6. Peter Byrns c. 1752-1824 
7. Elizabeth Henry Campbell Russell lOJuly 1749-

18 March 1825 
8. Ellen Wilson Preston81 21 December 1789-

24 August 1831 
9. Charles Henry Campbell Preston82 13 September 1807-

13 January 1832 
10. General Francis Preston81 21 August 1765-

26 May 1835 
11. Maria Thornton Carter Preston84 12 December 1805-

18 October 1842 
12. Sarah Buchanan Campbell Preston 21 April 1778-

23 July 1846 
13. John M. Preston, 185 5 August 1788-

14 September 1861 
14. Louisiana Hart Breckenridge86 Died ca. 1826, infant 
15. Virginia Preston Carrington87 and brother July 1833-

1 December 1893 
16. Mittie Preston 27 October 1875-

31 October 1875, infant 
17. Maria Preston 5 April 1878-

24 July 1878, infant 
18. Mary Woodson Preston88 c. 1840--c. 1878 
l 9a. Thomas Woodson Preston c. 1865, 18 months old 
19b. Twin brother ofThomas Woodson Preston c. 1864, 12 hours old 
20. Katherine Morris Dabney Preston89 16 December 1837-1881 
21. George Moffett Cochran, C. S. A.90 10 April 1843-

8 March 1883 
22. Dr. Charles H. C. Preston 1867-11May1890 
23. Lucy Woodford Taylor Preston91 22 July 1849-

23 November 1893 
24. Lucy Elizabeth Preston 1893-1894, infant 
25. Dr. Henry King Cochran, C. S. A. 92 5 August 1832-

28 November 1903 
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Table 2, continued 
26. John M. Preston, II, C.S.A.91 14 October 1838-

27 September 1928 
27. Charles Henry Campbell Preston94 12 September 1840-

5 July 1931 or 1932 
28. Mary Lewis Cochran Preston95 21 October 1840-

26April1932 
29. Robert Gray 10 March 1859-

13 October 1932 
30. Rev. Cochran Preston 9 May 1871-12 May 1935 
31. John M. Preston Gray 16 June 1902-

10 September 194 7 
32. Sarah (Sally) Buchanan Preston Dean 1873-1949 
33. John M. Preston, III 1 7 August 1866-

13 February 1951 
34. Elizabeth Cummings Preston Gray 3 June 1868-

28 August 1956 
35. Blair Dabney Preston. 1877-1957 
36. Sallie Mitchell Preston 22 August 1879-

29 September 1957 
37. Nelly Cummings Preston 1880-1966 
38. Virginia Sayers Graham Preston 10 September 1876-

1 June 1971 
39. Mary Preston Gray96 2 August 1896-

3 February 1992 
40. Ellinor Graham Preston 5 June 1903-

13 March 1997 
A. Unengraved stone.97 Possibly Unknown 

McDowell child. 
B. Unengraved stone Unknown 
C. Unengraved stone Unknown 
D. Unengraved stone. Breckenridge infant. Unknown 
E. Unengraved stone. Unknown 
F. Unengraved stone Unknown 
G. Unengraved stone Unknown 
H. Unengraved stone. Possibly foot stone Unknown 

for grave 17. 
J. Unengraved stone. Possibly foot stone Unknown 

for grave 16. 
Un- Margaret Lynn Lewis Cochran 1808-1875 
known 
M. Family memorial 
U. Utility structure 
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buried not in Aspen vale proper but rather in one of the adjacent cem-
eteries. 100 Quite useful, and seemingly fairly reliable, is "Preston's Page" 
website. 101 

Grave 1. Margaret Buchanan Campbell (1718--1777) was the 
first to be buried at Aspenvale. Her marker stone is inscribed: "In 
Memory of Margaret Campbell. Born in Buchanan. Died in 1777, this 
State. This slab placed here in 1854 by her great grandchildren." She 
was the sister ofColonel John Buchanan the surveyor, wife ofCharles 
Campbell, and mother of General William Campbell (Grave 2). She 
is described earlier in this article in the section titled "The First Per-
son Buried at Aspenvale and Her Scots-Irish Antecedents and Prog-
eny." (page 100) 

Grave 2. Brigadier General William Campbell (1745-1781) is 
widely known as "The Hero of King's Mountain" (fought 7 October 
1780). Campbell is assuredly the most eminent person interred at 
Aspenvale, and his bibliography is extensive. A biographical article 
by Riley includes 159 footnotes and references 104 ; an unfootnoted, 
general interest biography of Campbell appeared in Virginia Cavalcade 
magazine. 105 William Campbell was the son of Charles Campbell and 
Margaret Buchanan (Grave 1) and was baptized in Augusta County 
on 1 September 1745. He attended Augusta Academy in Lexington 
(the Academy became successively Liberty Hall, Washington College, 
and Washington and Lee University). Some time between 1768 and 
1769 he inherited from his father the Salt Lick site in modern-day 
Saltville. 106 He married Elizabeth Henry (Grave 7), the sister of Patrick 
Henry, in Henrico Parish on 2 April 1776. Their children were Charles 
Henry Campbell (Grave 3) and Sarah Buchanan Campbell (Grave 
12). William Campbell contracted disease at Yorktown and was taken 
to the home of his wife's half brother, Colonel John Symms, at Rocky 
Mills in Hanover County, Virginia, where after a few days he died and 
was initially interred. 107 The circumstances of the return of his re-
mains to Aspenvale are described later. His gravestone is inscribed: 

Here Lie The Remains of Brigadier General William Campbell. 
He was born in the year 1745 and died in the defense of His 
country in the year 1781 in the camp of General LaFayette near 
Richmond. By the unanimous election of his brother officers he 
commanded at King's Mountain. IOH For his heroism and gallant 
conduct on that occasion the congress of the United States ten-
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Figure 10. William Campbell. 
Shown at right is the conjectural 

portrait painted in 1975 by 
Robert W. Wilson and 

displayed in the Visitor's Center 
at the Kings Mountain National 

Military Park, Blacksburg, South 
Carolina. No life portrait of 

William Campbell is known. 
This one is based on a life 

portrait of his grandson William 
C. Preston102 who was said to 

look much like his 
grandfather.103 

dered to him and the officers and privates under his command 
the following resolution: "Resolved that congress entertain a high 
sense of the Spirited and military conduct of Colonel Campbell 
and the officers and privates of the militia under his Command 
displayed in the action of October 7th in which a complete vic-
tory was obtained over superior numbers of the enemy advanta-
geously posted on King's Mountain in the state of North Caro-
lina and that resolution be published by the commanding officer 
of the head of his Regiment he brought on the battle of Guilford 
and was the last to quit on the field. His real talents and services 
were awarded by high testimonials of his country's gratitude and 
have inscribed his name on the story of the revolution." His bones 
were brought hither and this stone erected by the husband of his 
only child, Francis Preston. 

Grave 3. Charles Henry Campbell (1780-1785) 109 was the only 
son of William and Elizabeth Campbell (Graves 2 and 7), and died 
aged five, after the death of his father. 

Grave 4. Elizabeth Henry Russell Smith (1786-1804) 110 was the 
daughter of Elizabeth Henry Campbell Russell (Grave 7) and her sec-
ond husband General William Russell, and the half sister of Sarah 
Buchanan Campbell Preston. She married Francis Smith on 10 Janu-
ary 1804. Her twin brother died as an infant and is possibly buried at 
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Aspenvale. Originally buried in Saltville, the circumstances of the 
removal of her remains to Aspenvale cemetery are discussed below. 

Grave 5. David Coalter (1764/5-1821) 111 was the father of Maria 
Eliza Coalter, who was the first wife ofWilliam Campbell Preston (who 
wrote a partial autobiography 112). Coalter died at the Salt Works in 
Saltville. His grave stone is inscribed "Monument erected by his son-
in-law William C. Preston, 1829." 

Grave 6. Peter Byrns (ca. 1752-1824) was a tutor to General 
Preston's children and moved from Smithfield Plantation to Saltville 
with Francis Preston following the latter's marriage to Sarah Buchanan 
Campbell. Peter Byrns' life was conjecturally reconstructed in a re-
cent article. 111 

Grave 7. Elizabeth Henry Campbell Russell (1749-1825) was a 
sister of Patrick Henry. She is pictured in Figure 11. She married first 
General William Campbell (Grave 2) and second General William 
Russell. She was in later life affectionately known as "Madam Russell" 
and is regarded as a founding force for Methodism in Southwest Vir-
ginia, a faith to which she was converted at the age of 36. 114 She lived 
much of her adult life in Saltville at the Salt Works, 115 and spent her 
last few years at Chilhowie. A biography of her was written by her 
grandson 116 and a semi-fictionalized biography 117 of her was written by 
her descendant Nelly C. Preston, who is herself buried at Aspen vale 
(Grave 3 7). Madam Russell is also the subject of a number of schol-
arly articles. 118 She was an important figure in the development of 
Southwest Virginia. The inscription on her gravestone reads: "Eliza-
beth Russell, born Elizabeth Henry, by her first marriage wife of Gen-
eral William Campbell, by a second, wife of General William Russell. 
A devoted and devout member of the Methodist Church. Her life was 
passed in the love and practice of its doctrine. She died in March, 
1825."119 

Grave 8. Ellen Wilson Preston (1789-1831) was the first wife of 
John M. Preston, I (Grave 13) and mother of Walter Preston, James 
Preston, and Elizabeth Allen Preston. 

Grave 9. Charles Henry Campbell Preston (1807-1832) was the 
third son of Francis Preston (Grave 10) and Sarah Buchanan Campbell 
(Grave 12) and was born at the Salt Works in Saltville. He attended 
Hampden-Sydney College and the University of Virginia. In 1829 he 
married Mary Beale; they had no children who survived infancy. He 
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Figure 11 (left): Elizabeth Henry Campbell Russell (Grave 7). 
From the John M. Preston family files. 
Figure 12 (right): Sarah Buchanan Campbell Preston (Grave 12). 
From the John M. Preston family files. 

was given control of the Salt Works in 1830 but died at the young age 
of 24 before he could improve them. 

Grave 10. General Francis Preston (1765-1835) was born at 
"Greenfield" near the present town of Fincastle and raised at the 
Smithfield Plantation in modern-day Blacksburg. He studied law un.. 
der George Wythe at the College of William and Mary. He married 
Sarah Buchanan Campbell (Grave 12) on 10January1793, moved to 
the Salt Works and took over their management. In 1810, he and his 
wife built a frame house120 in Abingdon across Main Street from the 
courthouse. They lived for possibly two years in that house until it 
burned circa 1812; after the fire they built a second house nearby. 121 

Francis' wife Sarah moved the family back to the Salt Works to be 
near her aged mother during the absence of her husband on duty 
during the War of 1812. By 1816 Francis and Sarah were apparently 
living back in Abingdon, where Francis had established a law office, 
and their last child (daughter Margaret Buchanan Preston) was born 
there in 1818. It seems that for some period of time Francis and Sarah 
maintained residences both in Abingdon and at the Salt Works. Even .. 
tually, in 1832 she moved with her husband to the large, newly .. con.. 
structed family mansion in Abingdon. In 1830, the General and his 
wife began a large mansion outside of the town limit of Abingdon, 
into which they moved in 1832. The mansion was later used as a 
Methodist girls college and is today the Martha Washington Inn, lo-
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cated across the street from Virginia's Barter Theater. 122 He fathered 
15 children, 14 with his wife. He died in Columbia, South Carolina, 
at the home of his son William C. Preston, and his wife had his body 
removed to Aspenvale three years later. He enjoyed an active public 
life; his monument is inscribed: 

General Francis Preston, Who was born 2nd August 1765 [and] 
Died May 26th 1835. Whose public virtues were recognized and 
rewarded by many public trusts confided to him through a long 
series of years - during which he was elected to Congress to the 
Senate of the State, and many times to the House of Representa-
tives. He was also Brigadier General and served one campaign 
during the war with England - His private virtues were emi-
nent - His integrity honor and spirit were conspicuous - for 
the manifestation of which an ample estate furnished frequent 
opportunities - He was largely and honorably connected with 
the establishment and development of society in this region. 

Surprisingly, there is no scholarly biographical work devoted to 
Francis Preston. The three extant works are by family members. His 
son Thomas L Preston wrote a short article about his father for the 
family record, 123 and mentions his father many places in his book of 
reminiscences. 124 Elizabeth C. Preston Gray (Grave 34) published a 
sketch of Francis Preston that was read before the Washington County 
Historical Society on 19 April 1938. 125 

Grave 11. Maria Thornton Carter Preston (1805-1842) was born 
at the Salt Works and was the sixth daughter ofGeneral Francis Preston 
(Grave 10) and Sarah Buchanan Campbell (Grave 12) and the sec-
ond wife ofJohn M. Preston, I (Grave 13), whom she married in 1837 
when a Preston married an unrelated, or possibly very distantly re-
lated, Preston. She was the mother ofJohn M. Preston, II (Grave 26) 
and Charles Henry Campbell (Grave 2 7). She died as the result of the 
miscarriage of her third child, who is buried with her. 

Grave 12. Sarah Buchanan Campbell Preston (1778-1846) was 
born at the Aspenvale property at Seven Mile Ford. She is pictured in 
Figure 12. She was the heiress to the Salt Works and was specifically 
so-designated in her father's will. 126 She was the wife of Francis Preston 
(Grave 10) and the mother of fourteen of his children. She lived first 
at the Salt Works and later in Abingdon, with some going back and 
forth as described in the discussion of her husband's homes under 
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"Grave 10" above. She died at the family mansion in Abingdon. Her 
inscription reads: 

In memory of Mrs. Sarah B. Preston Who was born 21st April 
1778 Died 23rd July 1846 Wife of General Francis Preston and 
only surviving child of William Campbell of Kings Mountain. 
She was of a very elevated character of vigorous understanding 
of high principles - and exercised within a wide social sphere 
both by precept and example a most benign influence just in her 
opinions, benevolent in her feelings, dignified in her manners, 
and liberal in all her sentiments and conduct. She was the ob-
ject of general respect and affection and of the profoundest love 
of her numerous family. 

Her bringing back for reburial in the Aspen vale cemetery of several of 
her relatives is discussed below. 

Grave 13. John Montgomery Preston I (1788-1861) was born 
in Green Springs in Washington County, the son of Walter Preston 
and Ann Montgomery. He was a merchant and banker in Abingdon, 
Virginia. He served as a Justice of the Peace and in 1834-3 5 as Mayor. 
He married first Ellen Wilson and had three children. He then mar-
ried Maria Thornton Carter Preston (Grave 11). In 1842 he built 
"Heroden" at Seven Mile Ford, which began as a tavern and was later 
a residence. He was an early and significant contributor to Emory and 
Henry College in Glade Spring. He was the father ofJohn M. Preston 
II (Grave 26) and Charles Henry Campbell (Grave 27). 

Grave 14. Louisiana Hart Breckenridge, who died circa 1826, 
was the infant daughter of Rev. R. J. Breckenridge 127 (a nephew of 
William Preston) and his wife, Sophonisba Preston, the sixth child of 
General Francis Preston (Grave 10) and Sarah Buchanan Campbell 
(Grave 12). 

Grave 15. This small gravestone, which stands very close to Grave 
14, is marked "V. P. C and Brother." Possibly this is the grave of Vir-
ginia Preston Carrington (individual 3325 in Donnan's Genealogy), 
daughter of Eliza Henry Preston and Edward C. Carrington 128 who 
were married in 1820. Family records note this grave as that of Vir-
ginia Plearrington Carrington, with those parents. These same parents 
lost two children (an unnamed daughter and a son named Francis 
Preston Carrington) in infancy in 1828 and 1830 (individuals 3322 
and 3323 in Donnan's Genealogy), but it is not documented whether 
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or not these infants were laid to rest at Aspenvale. More research will 
be needed to clarify this presently unclear situation. 

Grave 16. Mittie Preston (1875-1875) was the infant daughter 
of John M. Preston, II (Grave 26) and his wife Mary Lewis Cochran 
Preston (Grave 28). 

Grave 17. Maria Preston (1878-1878) was the infant daughter 
of John M. Preston, II (Grave 26) and his wife Mary Lewis Cochran 
Preston (Grave 28). 

Grave 18. Mary Woodson Preston (c. 1840-c. 1878) was born in 
Goochland County, Virginia, and was the first wife of Charles Henry 
Campbell Preston (Grave 27). She was the mother of Dr. Charles H. 
C. Preston (Grave 22). 

Grave 19a. Thomas Woodson Preston (ca 1864-1865) died in 
infancy aged 18 months. He was the second son of Mary Woodson 
Preston (Grave 18) and Charles Henry Campbell Preston (Grave 27). 

Grave 19b. Unnamed Preston, the infant son of Mary Woodson 
Preston (Grave 18) and Charles Henry Campbell Preston (Grave 27) 
and the twin brother of Thomas Woodson Preston (Grave 19a). He 
died ca 1864, and was just 12 hours old as recorded on his tombstone. 

Grave 20. Katherine "Kitty" Morris Dabney Preston (1837-1881) 
was born in Campbell County and was the second wife of Charles 
Henry Campbell Preston (Grave 2 7). She was the mother of one son, 
Blair Dabney Preston (Grave 35). 

Grave 21. George Moffett Cochran (1843-1883), C. S. A., was 
born in Charlottesville, Virginia. He was the son of)ohn Cochran and 
his wife Margaret Lynn Lewis. He fought in the Civil War and was 
wounded at Spotsylvania. His gravestone is inscribed: "He served faith-
fully fours years in Carrington's battery, C. S. A. Erected by J. C. C." 

Grave 22. Dr. Charles H. C. Preston (1867-1890) died "in the 
23rd year of his age" unmarried and childless. He was the son of Mary 
Woodson Preston (Grave 18) and Charles Henry Campbell Preston 
(Grave 27). 

Grave 23. Lucy Woodford Taylor Preston (1849-1893) was born 
in Caroline County and was the third wife ofCharles Henry Campbell 
Preston and the mother of four daughters with him. 

Grave 24. Lucy Elizabeth Preston (1893-1894) was the infant 
fourth daughter of Lucy Woodford Taylor (Grave 23) and Charles 
Henry Campbell Preston (Grave 2 7). 
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Grave 25. Dr. Henry King Cochran (1832-1903) was an assis-
tant surgeon, C.S.A. He was the third son of Margaret Lynn Lewis 
(1808-1875), who was born near Sweet Springs, now West Virginia, 
and is buried in Charlottesville, 129 and John Cochran (1793-1883) 
who was born in Augusta County. Henry King Cochran was a student 
at the University of Virginia and graduated from Jefferson Medical 
College in 1856. After the War he established a medical practice at 
Seven Mile Ford, where he died after he "took chills" in Wilmington, 
N. C. 

Grave 26. John M. Preston, II (1838-1928) was the son ofJohn 
M. Preston, I (Grave 13) and Maria Thornton Carter Preston (Grave 
11) and the child of a Preston-Preston marriage. He was born in 
Abingdon and was educated at the University of Virginia. He was a 
Captain in Company B, 48th Virginia Regiment, Stonewall Brigade, 
C.S.A., during the Civil War. He fought at Gettysburg and was twice 
wounded, once almost mortally. He married his cousin Mary Lewis 
Cochran Preston (Grave 28) in 1864 and they had eight children. He 
was invalided out of the army on 11 March 1865 and signed the 
Amnesty Oath on 19 July of that year. Later he lived at Seven Mile 
Ford and farmed in Smyth County. After 1880 he served for forty-
eight years as an elder of the Seven Mile Ford Presbyterian Church. 
He sits in pride of place in the photograph shown in Figure 13. 

Grave 27. Charles Henry Campbell Preston (1840-1931 or 
1932 110) was educated at the University of Virginia and served as a 
lieutenant both in the infantry and cavalry during the Civil War until 
he was captured in December 1864 near Glade Spring, Virginia. His 
tombstone notes: "Capt. Co A 37th Regt C. S. A." He later inherited 
the Aspenvale property and farmed there until 1918, when he moved 
to Goochland County, Virginia. He married successively Mary 
Woodson Preston (Grave 18), Kitty Morris Dabney (Grave 20), and 
Lucy Woodford Taylor (Grave 23). He had one son with his first wife, 
one son with his second wife, and four daughters with his third wife. 
He was the father of Dr. Charles H. C. Preston (Grave 22), Blair 
Dabney Preston (Grave 35), and Lucy Elizabeth Preston (Grave 24). 
He is cited as individual 3382 in Donnan's Genealogy. 

Grave 28. Mary Lewis Cochran Preston (1840-1932) was the 
daughter of John Cochran and Margaret Lynn Lewis. She had eight 
brothers and one sister and grew up in Charlottesville. She grew up to 
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Figure 13: The Golden Wedding Anniversary gathering on 3 February 
1914, of John Montgomery Preston, II, and Mary Lewis Cochran 
Preston. Photograph from the John M. Preston family files. 

1. John M. Preston, II; 2. Mary Lewis Cochran Preston; 3. 
Reverend Cochran Preston; 4. Virginia Graham Preston; 5. Anne 
Montgomery Gray (Judkins); 6. Sarah (Sally) Buchanan Preston 
(Dean); 7. Elizabeth Cummings Preston (Gray); 8. Nelly Cummings 
Preston; 9. Margaret Lynn Preston (Woods); 10. Sallie Mitchell 
Preston; 11. John M. Preston, Ill; 12. John M. Preston IV (aged 7); 
13. John M. Preston Gray; 14. Mary Preston Gray; 15. Ellinor 
Graham Preston (aged 10). 

Thirteen of the individuals pictured here are buried at 
Aspenvale. Missing are only numbers 9 and 12. 
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be a "university belle" and a staunch Presbyterian. 131 She married her 
cousin John M. Preston II (Grave 26) in 1864, and they had eight 
children. After her marriage she lived at Seven Mile Ford for almost 
seventy years until her death. She was the mother ofJohn M. III (Grave 
33), Elizabeth (Grave 34), Cochran (Grave 30), infant Mittie (Grave 
16), infant Maria (Grave 17), Sarah Buchanan (1878-1949), Nelly 
(Grave 37), and Margaret Lynn. The six living children of Mary Lewis 
Cochran Preston became joint owners of the Aspenvale cemetery on 
the death of their mother in 1932. 

Grave 29. Robert Gray (3 June 1859-28 August 1932) was born 
in Harrisburg and died in Bristol. He was the husband of Elizabeth 
Cummings Preston Gray (Grave 34). 

Grave 30. Reverend Cochran Preston (1871-1935) was born in 
Charlottesville, the son of John M. Preston II (Grave 26) and Mary 
Lewis Cochran (Grave 28). He was raised in Seven Mile Ford and 
graduated from Hampden,Sydney College in 1892 and returned two 
years later to attend Union Theological Seminary (then at Hampden, 
Sydney). He married Virginia Sayers Graham (Grave 38) of Pulaski 
County in 1898. He was the father of two children, Ellinor Graham 
Preston (Grave 40) and Dr. John M. Preston IV (who is buried in 
Columbia, South Carolina). He was for many years a minister in the 
Presbyterian Church. He was paralyzed by a stroke in May 1932 while 
pastor of the Smyrna Presbyterian Church in Newberry, South Caro, 
lina. He returned to Seven Mile Ford, where he died three years later. 
He was the grandfather of coauthor Preston of this paper. 

Grave 31. John M. Preston Gray (1902-1947) was the son of 
Robert Gray (Grave 29) and Elizabeth Cummings Preston (Grave 34). 

Grave 32. Sarah (Sally) Buchanan Preston Dean (1873-1949) 
was a daughter of John M. Preston, II (Grave 26) and Mary Lewis 
Cochran (Grave 28) and the wife of Alvin Dean of South Carolina. 
After the death of her husband she was left a considerable sum of 
money and took her sister Nelly Cummings Preston (Grave 37) on a 
trip around the world. She published the book that her sister wrote 
about that trip. 

Grave 33. John M. Preston III (1866-1951), the oldest child of 
John M. Preston II (Grave 26) and Mary Lewis Cochran (Grave 28) 
the husband of Sallie Mitchell (Grave 36). 
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Grave 34. Elizabeth Cummings Preston (1868-1956) was the 
second child and first daughter of John M. Preston II (Grave 26) and 
Mary Lewis Cochran (Grave 28). She was the wife of Robert Gray 
(Grave 29). 

Grave 35. Blair Dabney Preston (1877-1957) was the son of 
Katherine Morris Dabney (Grave 20) and Charles Henry Campbell 
Preston (Grave 27). 

Grave 36. Sallie Mitchell Preston (1879-1957) was the wife of 
John M. Preston, III (Grave 33). 

Grave 37. Nelly Cummings Preston (1880-1966) grew up in 
Seven Mile Ford and was the youngest child of John M. Preston II 
(Grave 26) and Mary Lewis Cochran (Grave 28). She was the author 
of two books. The first, titled Hitching Posts for Memories, 132 describes 
a round-the-world pleasure trip she undertook in the late 1930s with 
her sister Sarah Preston Dean (Grave 32). The second, titled Paths of 
Glory, 133 is a semi-fictionalized biography of Elizabeth Henry Campbell 
Russell (Grave 7). 

Grave 38. Virginia Sayers Graham Preston (1876-1971) was born 
in Mercer County, West Virginia, orphaned at the age of five, and 
reared by two aunts in Draper Valley in Pulaski County. She taught 
school until her marriage to the Rev. Cochran Preston in 1898. She 
was the mother of Ellinor Graham Preston (Grave 40) and John M. 
Preston, IV, the father of coauthor Preston of this paper. 

Grave 39. Mary Preston Gray (1896-1992) was the daughter of 
Robert and Elizabeth Gray. 

Grave 40. Ellinor Graham Preston ( 1903-1997) was the daugh-
ter of Cochran Preston (Grave 30) and Virginia Sayers Graham (Grave 
38). She attended high school in Lexington and graduated with a 
mathematics major from Randolph-Macon Woman's College in 1925. 
She never married. She lived in Richmond for many years and rose to 
become Supervisor of Libraries for the Richmond Public schools. She 
was the aunt of coauthor Preston of this paper. 

Grave A. An unengraved stone said to possibly mark a McDowell 
child. 

Graves B and C have unengraved stones. 
Grave Dis possibly that of a Breckenridge infant who died circa 

1830 and possibly the child of Rev. R. J. Breckenridge (a nephew of 
William Preston) and his wife, Sophonisba Preston, who was the sixth 
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child of General Francis Preston (Grave 10) and Sarah Buchanan 
Campbell (Grave 12). 

Graves E, F, and G have unengraved stones. 
Graves H and J have unengraved stones which are possibly 

footstones for known graves. 
Grave Unknown. Margaret Lynn Lewis Cochran (1808-1875) 

is said by Preston family records to be buried at Aspenvale. Dorman 
(page 282), on the contrary, states that she is buried in Charlottesville 
and cites a headstone as evidence. 

Sarah Campbell Preston and the Reburials 
Sarah Campbell Preston arranged the reburials at Aspenvale of 

at least four of her relatives who had died earlier at places distant 
from the cemetery. 

In 1832 she arranged for her father's remains to be brought back 
from Hanover County, where they had lain for 51 years, and to be 
reburied at Aspenvale. An eye-witness account of that event exists. 134 

In 1838, three years after he had died (as mentioned above), Sarah 
Campbell Preston had her husband's remains brought back from South 
Carolina. 

At a date that is not certain, but perhaps in 1842, 135 she arranged 
for the remains of her mother, Madam Russell, to be brought from the 
Salt Works to Aspenvale, and there is reason to believe that at the 
same time she arranged for the remains of her half-sister, Elizabeth 
Russell Smith, also to be brought from the Salt Works to Aspenvale. 

There is a sharp disagreement among descendants of Madam 
Russell about where that lady wanted to be buried. Her grandson stated 
"Mrs. Elizabeth Russell departed this life the 18th day of March, 1825. 
She lay five weeks and three days of an illness caused by a fall. She 
met her death with Christian composure, after living an exemplary 
life ofseventy-six years, and was buried by her request at Aspenvale." 136 

On the other hand a descendent of Madam Russell's second husband 
states 

Mrs. Russell died March 18th, 1825, having survived Gen. Russell 
thirty-two years. Her life-long attachment to her home at the 
Salt-Works remained to the end, and she desired to be buried 
there; on the "Sugar Loaf" hill, where was already interred her 
daughter Elizabeth Henry Smith. In obedience to her request 
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she was there buried; but some years later her daughter, Mrs. 
Preston, had her remains removed to Aspen ville [sic], together 
with those of Mrs. Smith. 1li 

We will not be able to resolve here the controversy of where 
Madam Russell wanted to be buried. Here's the considered opinion of 
long time Saltville resident and local historian Roger Allison: 

I [visited] the top of the 'Sugar Loaf' last summer, the first time 
I had been up there in 25-30 years. Since my previous trip the 
place has become overgrown with briars and trees so that noth-
ing could be seen, but there was nothing to be seen there 25-30 
years ago either. There are only two recorded burials on the Sugar 
Loaf - Madam Russell's and Elizabeth Russell Smith's - but 
there could have been at least one other. Shortly after moving to 
Saltville in 1788, Madam Russell gave birth to twins, Patrick 
Henry Russell and Jane Robertson Russell. Patrick Russell died 
within a few weeks of his birth while Jane Russell survived to 
produce the only descendants of the marriage ofGen. and Madam 
Russell. There is no marker for Patrick Russell at Aspenvale, 
and no way of knowing where he was buried. The reburial of 
Elizabeth Russell Smith at Aspenvale makes no sense unless it 
was done at the same time as the reburial of her mother." 118 

Newspaper Articles about Aspenvale and a Website 
This final, brief section notes a handful of additional publica-

tions about Aspenvale that have not been referenced in any of the 
preceding sections. 

Newspaper articles that have appeared over the years describing 
the Aspenvale cemetery include one by Goodridge Wilson 139; a poorly 
identified article from the Roanoke Times 140 ; an article in the Smyth 
County paper141 ; and a fairly recent article describing the current own-
ers of the surrounding property and the neighbors of Aspenvale cem-
etery, Gary and Linda Sutherland. 142 

On the web, Aspenvale finds notice in connection with a Meth-
odist Heritage landmark. 141 
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Discussion and Conclusions 
Aspenvale and the history of the persons there interred provide 

a useful and interesting insight into the development of Southwest 
Virginia. The information presented here answers many of the ques-
tions that a curious observer might ask about the cemetery and its 
occupants. However, some questions remain perplexing and some are 
destined never to be answered. 

The opening of the road that made the Aspenvale property ac-
cessible was a concomitant of Virginia's aborted military involvement 
in the Cherokee War in 1760-1761. Although the road turned out 
not to have immediate military use, it made Southwest Virginia avail-
able for settlement by Europeans. Less than a decade after the open-
ing of the military road, Margaret Campbell brought her family to a 
wild and barely civilized frontier. 

The occupants of the Aspenvale cemetery testify to the dynamic 
role of the Scots-Irish pioneers who were the dominant ethnic group 
to settle Southwest Virginia. Despite the best efforts of the internet 
genealogists, the authors are not totally convinced as to exactly which 
families in Northern Ireland were the antecedents of the Smithfield 
Prestons. However, the Pres tons of Greenfield and Smithfield and the 
Prestons of Walnut Grove near Abingdon (who descended through 
the probably unrelated Scots-Irishman Walter Preston) were joined 
in 1837 by the marriage of John Montgomery Preston I and Maria 
Thornton Carter Preston. 

There are at least nine graves with stones (labeled A-J in Table 
2) whose occupants are either in doubt (graves A, D, and E), or com-
pletely unknown (graves B, C, F, and G), or unknown if they are not 
foot stones (graves H and J). Perhaps the most likely candidates for 
unmarked graves are the four children of Francis and Sarah Preston 
who did not survive early childhood and whose grave sites are un-
known. They are Francis Smith Preston (b. 21 January 1798, d. 21 
January 1801), Jane Robertson Preston (b. 30 June 1804, d. August 
1804), James Madison Preston (b. 18 May 1811, d. 22 January 1812), 
and Robert Gamble Preston (b. 9 October 1815, d. 18 December 
1815). Other conceivable occupants of the unmarked graves are an 
infant child of the McDowell family, and, in a possibility which has 
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been raised here, Patrick Russell (who died in infancy), Jane Russell's 
brother, may have been interred or re-interred at Aspenvale. 

Future Work 
The work reported here is a useful beginning for the proper, aca-

demic assessment of the Aspen vale cemetery. Various additional lines 
of research can be suggested. Obviously, we may hope and expect 
that an even better understanding of the cemetery and its occupants 
will be achieved through additional work by the genealogical com-
munity and further investigative work in the various documentary 
records of Southwest Virginia. For example, persons interested in ge-
nealogical studies of the Preston family and related families will find 
much original material in the Anne Hager papers in the Special Col-
lections division at Newman Library at Virginia Tech - a collection 
that we have examined only cursorily. 144 An anonymous referee made 
the useful suggestion about the grave stones that they be examined 
for makers' marks, something we have not done. An obvious line of 
future research will be to attempt to identify the occupants of the 
graves with unengraved stones (the likely identifications of some of 
whom we have suggested above) and to locate possible graves whose 
stones have been lost or decayed. Useful questions to be asked in-
clude: Were any slaves buried at Aspenvale? Probably not, but it's 
possible. Cemetery specialists and aficionados will be interested in 
comparing Aspenvale with the cemeteries of similar-status families in 
Southwest Virginia and trying to ascertain when the stone walls of 
the cemetery were constructed. On a minor point, it would be inter-
esting to more precisely ascertain the dates of the changes of resi-
dence of Francis and Sarah Preston between the Salt Works and 
Abingdon over the course of their long marriage. 

Clearly, much remains to be done. 
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Brief Note 
Conquistadors at Saltville: 

An Interim Update* 
Jim Glanville 

It has been five years since I published in The Smithfield Review 
the story of the conquistadors attacking American Indians in South-
west Virginia, probably at Saltville, in 1567. 1 The story derived from a 
review of archival Spanish records (in multiple English translations) 
and of ongoing archeological investigations near present-day 
Morganton, North Carolina. It was from there a party of Spaniards 
and their Indian allies led by Hernando Moyano departed northward 
for Virginia on a foray to attack a people called the Chiscas. It was a 
combination of the evidence of the archival documents and the re-
sults of the archeological investigations that made (and makes) the 
story compelling. 

This note tells that the story has begun to receive attention; it 
tells of two additional archival sources found subsequently; it men-
tions, but does not document, subsequent developments; it records 
several errata in the 2004 article in the endnote2; and, it correctly 
reprints the overview map from that article which was garbled in the 
printing process (Figure 1). 

Since 2004, the story of the conquistadors being in Southwest 
Virginia and Northeast Tennessee (a region I call Holstonia) in the 
sixteenth century, forty years before the settlement ofJamestown, has 
been recounted in a text book, 3 in work of local history, 4 in a light-
hearted book about the Melungeons, 5 and in a popular archeology 
magazine.6 The story has even been told in Spanish translation in a 
newspaper article7 and in a letter to the editor of the Washington Post.8 

These citations demonstrate that while the Spanish attack on six-

*Copyright Jim Glanville 2009. 
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Figure 1. Corrected sketch map locating the principal places 
mentioned in the 2004 article. 

teenth-century American Indians in Southwest Virginia has hardly 
yet achieved the status of common knowledge, the story is becoming 
increasingly well-known and accepted. To my knowledge, the verac-
ity of the basic story has nowhere been challenged. 

On the archival side, no new recent evidence has been forth-
coming; however, I have discovered two previously unrecognized ar-
ticles.9 The first of these is yet another set of Pardo-related transla-
tions. The second is an important record of additional testimony given 
by Luisa Menendez, the Indian woman from Saltville, and her hus-
band in Saint Augustine in 1602. 

On the archeological side, a major report on the Berry site has 
appeared, 30-year-old, amateur-excavated artifacts from Northeast 
Tennessee in private collections have been studied, and my own in-
vestigations (published and unpublished) of regional artifacts now held 
in private collections have yielded photographs of many additional 
specimens of shell gorgets and stone platform pipes. 
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Book Review 
Edited by Tom Costa 

Ronald L. Heinemann, John G. Kolp, Anthony S. Parent, Jr., 
William G. Shade, Old Dominion, New Commonwealth: A 
History of Virginia, 1607-2007 (Charlottesville: University 
Press of Virginia, 2007; 432 pp., $30.00, ISBN 978-0-8139-
2609-4). 

Peter Wallenstein, Cradle of America: Four Centuries of Virginia 
History (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2007; 4 7 6 pp., 
$29.95, ISBN 978-0-7006-1507-0). 

After years ofwaiting for an updated survey of Virginia history to 
replace the elegantly written but very dated Virginius Dabney vol-
ume, Virginia, the New Dominion, we suddenly have these two out-
standing narratives. 

With Ronald Heinemann's work a quartet of established histori-
ans have produced a well-written, academic narrative history of the 
Commonwealth. Each scholar has covered his area of expertise. The 
work is heavy on the political side of things, with perhaps some over-
emphasis within each historian's specialty. For example, Anthony Par-
ent describes the emergence of an elite in late seventeenth-century 
Virginia society as a great land rush- "grab, grab, grab" (p. 48). This 
is an argument familiar to readers of Parent's book on seventeenth-
century Virginia, Foul Means: The Formation of a Slave Society in Vir-
ginia, 1660-1740. Also prompting raised eyebrows is Parent's analysis 
of the relationship between racism and the development of slavery 
(or vice versa). Parent, I believe, misreads Winthrop Jordan's ground-
breaking study, White Over Black, with his assertion that the literary 
evidence adduced by Jordan to indicate a general attitude of inferior-
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ity of Africans on the part of Englishmen during Shakespearean times 
shows "a deep-seated racism that viewed anything black as dirty and 
evil" (p. 51). Surely Jordan's argument is much more nuanced. 

Heinemann's book might have profited from a more unified ap-
proach, particularly in the way it deals with the role of the political, 
social, and economic elite that for so long dominated the state. Thus 
by the beginning of the eighteenth century we learn that "a hierarchy 
ofplace - a patriarchy - was now growing more permanent through 
control of land and tobacco production in the hands of a small elite" 
(p. 61). Then after the Revolution, during the nineteenth century, 
while elite dominance lasted longer in Virginia than in any other state 
except South Carolina, new political alignments would "challenge the 
political order ... democratizing the Old Dominion" (p. 171). Yet by 
the end of the chapter we learn that while the 1851 constitution lib-
eralized the electorate, "Old Virginia had adjusted to the democratic 
changes, and its traditional leadership was as powerful as ever" (p. 
191). 

I think that the authors of the Heinemann volume missed a 
chance to provide readers with a unified thesis that might be sus-
tained throughout the work and tie it together. That thesis, hinted at 
above, would emphasize the continuing ability of Virginia's elite to 
adapt to challenges and changes in their society to maintain their 
stranglehold on power within the Commonwealth. And racism pro-
vided the most important tool in that dominance. Thus the emer-
gence of the tobacco gentry and its consolidation in the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries might be compared to the continuation of 
the elite's control up to and beyond the Civil War, carrying us into the 
twentieth century with the emergence of the Byrd Machine. It has 
only been very recently, with the collapse of the latter and the politi-
cal re-alignments of the 1960s and '70s, that Virginia's rulers have 
given way to a more representative and responsive political structure. 
These criticisms do not detract from the overall value of the book as 
a well-written, academic survey of Virginia's history. 

Wallenstein's book is more ambitious and perhaps more relevant 
to readers of this review. As a professor of history at Virginia Tech, 
whose students helped in the production of this book, Wallenstein 
pays much more attention to the western part of the state; indeed, 
the sectional conflicts and compromises between Virginia's leaders 
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form one of the major themes ofhis work. He includes an entire chapter 
on western Virginia during the colonial period, as well as one entitled 
"Collision of Three Virginias" (easterners, westerners, and slaves) for 
the antebellum period. There are sections on the Pattons, Prestons, 
Drapers, and Ingles. "If the 1600s belonged to eastern Virginia, west-
ern Virginia claimed a share of the 1700s" (p. 52). 

Eschewing much discussion ofpre-contact societies, Wallenstein's 
text begins with the Europeans who colonized the region beginning in 
the sixteenth century. Like Heinemann, he synthesizes much recent 
scholarship and includes an expanded discussion of the Spanish in-
cursion into Virginia and properly emphasizes the crucial role of Eu-
ropean national rivalries (especially English-Spanish) in the European 
settlement of North America. 

Employing an occasionally breathless style, Wallenstein and stu-
dents jump from topic to topic, highlighting specific episodes in ways 
that the Heinemann collaboration does not. Although this sometimes 
detracts from the overall synthesis, it does emphasize discrete topics 
for further study that offer opportunities for using the book effectively 
in a classroom. Indeed, Wallenstein's writing, perhaps because of the 
participation of his students in the making of the book, seems pitched 
more to an undergraduate audience than is the Heinemann book. I 
used this work in my recent Virginia History class for undergraduates 
where it met with a favorable reception. Particularly useful in a text 
are Wallenstein's insertion ofselections from important primary docu-
ments in the margins. Careful reading of these selections provides 
readers with valuable insight into the laws relating to the emergence 
of African slavery and racial definitions, as well as the important gen-
der dimension to Virginia's history. 

Also helpful is Wallenstein's emphasis on significant Virginians 
throughout the text. We learn about such historical personages as 
John Rolfe and Pocahontas, Henry Box Brown, Charles Fenton Mer-
cer, Thornton Stringfellow, and a parade of other important Virgin-
ians through vignettes that flow throughout the book. These folks, 
including the Pattons and Prestons, may not be as well known as the 
panoply ofVirginia greats, Jefferson, Madison, Robert E. Lee, but they 
- as well as Rebecca Lee, the first woman of African descent to earn 
a medical degree, L. Marian Fleming Poe, the first African-Virginian 
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woman to become a lawyer - illustrate the important contributions 
made by Virginians of both genders and races. 

Another theme is perhaps more idiosyncratic. Wallenstein pays 
as much if not more attention to Virginia's efforts to provide services 
for its inhabitants, including most significantly education. He devotes 
significant portions of the post-Civil War section of his book to the 
important changes in public and private education in Virginia, black 
and white, male and female, including much discussion of institutions 
of higher learning, such as his own Virginia Tech, the transformation 
of the College of William and Mary from a moribund classical school 
to a vibrant public university, and the establishment of the commu-
nity college system in the 1960s. 

Paradoxically, despite the way Wallenstein jumps around, his work 
presents a more unified theme than the four-way collaboration of 
Heinemann's book. His view from the western part of the state en-
ables him to see that east-west relations determined much ofVirginia's 
political development, particularly in the critical nineteenth century. 

Each of these books often reads like a standard history of the 
United States, especially in chapters dealing with the early national 
period, when Virginia's statesmen dominated the national government. 
Thus these books emphasize the importance of Virginia's history to an 
understanding the history of the nation as a whole. Each book also 
includes a helpful list of other works to consult: Heinemann's placed 
at the end of each chapter, Wallenstein's at the end of the book and 
divided into reference (including websites and films) and further read-
ing sections. Numerous illustrations and maps complement the text. 

Which to buy? Readers of both will benefit enormously. The 
Heinemann book offers a well-written scholarly synthesis of the course 
of Virginia history, while Wallenstein presents a more detailed flow of 
the Commonwealth's history, including excerpts from primary docu-
ments and containing numerous offshoots and branches that a reader 
might well investigate further. 

Tom Costa 
University of Virginia's College at Wise 
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Amnesty Oath ............................ 118 
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Blue 
Grass State (Ky.) ........................ 98 
Ridge Mountains.......................... 1 
Stone Creek, Va......................... 14 

bluegrass  regionof Kentucky..............34 
Bluestone (creek), Va .........................14 
Bodell House, Blacksburg...................76 
BOONE, Daniel 

......... 2, 29, 32-3, 35-7,87, 98 
Boone's Wilderness Trail ....................97 
Botetourt County, Va ...........34, 36, 44 
BRADDOCK, Gen'! William .....16, 32 
Braddock's Defeat ...............................32 
BRECKINRIDGE 

infant'sgrave.....................110,121 
John........................................... 54 
Louisiana Hart (d. 1826)...109, 116 
R. J., Rev., William Preston's 

nephew..........................116, 121 
Sophonisba Preston, R.J.'s 

wife ..................................121-2 
Bristol, Va..........................................120 
British 

forces, 1781....................................44 
government..................................... 12 
Ministry of Trade...........................36 

BROCE, Mrs. Bird..............................70 
BROWN 

Henry Box ................................143 
John Jr ........................ 38, 51, 53-4 
John, Rev................................... 36 
Meredith Mason ........... 2-3, 29-42 

BUCHANAN 
James (1698-17??).......................100 
John, Col., James's son .....9, 13, 16, 

90, 95, 100, 102, 105, 111 
Margaret (1718-1777), James's 

daughter, m. Charles 
Campbell............ 90, 94, 96, 101, 
103, 105, 109, 111, 124 

Margaret Patton, Col. John's 
wife ............................................94 

Buffalo Lick (Saltville), Va ................94 
BUGHSEN, Billy ................................22 
BURKE, James....................................94 

Burke's Garden, Va............................. 18 
BYRD 

Col.'s widow ..................................52 
Robert........................................ 19 
William III, Col.......................34, 95 

Byrd Machine (political) ..................142 
BYRNS, Peter (c.1752-1824) ....109, 113 

C 
CALLAWAY,Janie Kinzer.......... 63-4 
calliethump...................................... 78 
Cambria, Ya ....................................66 

[Christiansburg depot) .......... 76, 81 
CAMPBELL 

Arthur........................................96 
Charles (c. 1720-1767) 

.............. 90, 94, 100, 105, 111 
Charles Henry (1780-1785), 

Gen'! William's son 
......................... 90, 109, 111-2 

Elizabeth Henry (1749-1825), 
m. 1 Gen'! William Campbell, 
m. 2 Gen'! William Russell 

... 98,101,  109, 111-3, 121-3 
Hugh...................................... 4, 24 
Margaret Buchanan (1718-

1777), m. Charles........90, 94, 96, 
101, 103,  105, 109, 111, 124 

Patrick (1696-1767), Charles's 
father .................................... 100 

Sarah Buchanan (1778-1846), 
Gen'! William's daughter, m. 
Francis Preston.................88, 90, 
101-2, 109, 111, 113-6, 122-4 

William, Gen'! (1745-1781), 
Charles's son ...........3, 46, 88, 90, 
98,101,103,109, 111-3, 116 

Campbell's Ford, Ya ..........................9 
CAMPER 

Bell, Miss.......................................80 
&)b...........................................78, 83 
Jane ................................................ 78 

Canada, French ...............................31 
Carlyle, Pa.......................................63 
CARNER, Clara Hill ..............100, 103 
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Caroline County, Va......................117 
CARRINGTON 

Catawba 

Charlottesville, Va. 
.......... 48, 76, 117-8, 120,122 

Cherokee 

CLAPP 

Edward C..................................116 
Eliza Henry Preston, Edward's 

wife .......................................... 116 
Francis Preston (d. 1830), 

Edward's son.........................116 
Virginia Plearrington, Edward's 

daughter (?)............................. 116 
Virginia Preston (1833-1893), 

Edward's daughter ......... 109, 116 
Carrington's Battery, C.S.A............117 
CARTER, Maria Thornton (1805-

1842), m. John M. Preston I 
.... 90, 109, 115, 116, 118, 124 

CASSELL, Vaughn............................. 23 
CASTLE, Jacob................................... 15 
CASTLEAN, Jacob..........................15 

Indians ........................................... 18 
valley ............................................... 2 

Chapel (cappell), VAMC.................83 
Charleston, So. Car ..........................95 
Charlotte, No. Car....................... 97-8 

Indians .......... 18-20, 37, 47, 89, 98 
King and Governor.....................95 
Overhill ................................ 92, 95 
War, 1760-61................ 88, 95, 124 

Cherry Tree Bottom, Va.....................9 
CHEW, Colby ..................................... 94 
Chilhowie, Va...................... 94-5, 113 
Chiswell, Fort, Va......................... 95, 99 
Chota (Cherokee village).................19 
CHRISTIAN, William, Col........ 34, 47 
Christiansburg, Va ...........................66 

depot [Cambria] .........................76 
CHURCHILL, Winston...................95 
Civil War .......................... 64-5, 117-8 
CLAP, Philip....................................... 21 

Joseph ............................................ 21 
Tobias ............................................ 21 

INDEX TO VOLUME 13 

CLARK, George Rogers .....................37 

94,96 

COALTER 

COCHRAN 
George Moffett (1843-1883), 

John's son.......................109,117 
Henry King, Dr. (1832-1903), 

COOK 

CLEMONES (Clemons) 
Charley.......................................85 

Clinch River, valley, Va ... .. 29-33, 35, 

settlements .............................35-6 
Clovernook, Va................................24 
CLOYD, Joseph...........................45-6 
Coal Bank Holler Mines...................73 

David (1764/5-1821) ................ 109 
Maria Eliza, David's daughter, m. 

William Campbell Preston..... 113 

John's son ...................... 109, 118 
John (1793-1883)................. 117-8 
Margaret Lynn Lewis (1808-1875), 

John'swife ......... 110, 117-8, 122 
Mary Lewis (1840-1932), John's 

daughter, m. John M. Preston II 
············ 90-1, 110, 117-8, 121 

College of William & Mary 
........................ 51- 3, 114, 144 

"Collision of Three Virginias"......... 143 
Columbia, So. Car.................. 115, 120 
Commencement Hall, VAMC..........74 
Confederate Army ...........................65 
CONNELL, Jim................................... 24 
CONNELLY, William E.....................10 
Conocotocko, Cherokee chief ..........95 
Continental Army............................49 

Minnie.................................. 77-89 
Will................................................. 75 

CORNWALLIS................43, 45, 48-9 
COSTA, TOM .......................... 141-4 
County Donegal, Ireland................ 100 
COWAN (Cowen) 

Elizabeth Kent "Lizzie"  (1870-
1934),  m. John P. Adams .......... 74 

Mrs ................................................. 70 
Cowens Mill, on New River.............75 
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INDEX TO  VOLUME 13 

Cowpens, So. Car ........................... 43 
COX, Clara....................................... 4 
Cradle of America: Four Centuries of 

Virginia History ................... 141-4 
CROCKETT 

Mrs............................................ 73 
Walter, Col...............................44, 48 

CROY 
Adam (1792-1861) ...............63, 74 
Eliza Angel, Rosanna's sister ........71 
Elizabeth Echols (1797-1879), 

Adam's wife ...............................63 
Georgia Elizabeth Pepper (1902-

2000), Wilbur's daughter .....65-7 
John, Rosanna's uncle ................ 75 
Matilda "Tilda" (6. 1836), Ro-

sanna's sister, m. Nick Gray 70-2 
Mrs.................................................70 
Rosanna (1822-1906), m. William 

H. Dawson .......................3, 63-86 
Wilbur Andrew..............................65 

Cuba (inn Caribbean) ..................... 80 
CULL, James.......................................16 
Cumberland Gap ......... 30-1, 94, 97-9 
CUNNINGHAM, John ................... 15 
CURRIE, David..................................21 

D 
DABNEY 

Katherine Morris "Kitty" (1835-
1881), m. Charles  Henry 
Campbell Preston (2) .. 109, 117 8 

Virginius ......................................141 
DANDRIDGE, Alexander 

Spottswood.....................................34 
DAVIDSON, Mrs ...............................77 
DAVIES, William, Col.......................49 
DAVIS, Elizabeth "Betsey" 

(6. 1823) ..................................... 74 
DAWSON 

Ellen Pauline "Ella, Ela" (1863-
1938), William H's daughter, m. 
Wilbur Andrew Croy .. 65-80, 83 

DAWSON, continued 
Maggie, William H's daughter, 

m. Jimmie Snidow....................65, 
71, 74, 78-80,82 

Martha "Mat, Matt", William H's 
daughter, m. William B. 
Beamer.................................65, 71 

Mary (6. 1855), William H's 
daughter, m. John M. 
Pepper ........................... 65, 68, 71 

Melissa Jane "Lissa", William H's 
daughter, m. Jacob Kinzer ... 64-5, 
72, 79-80,82-3 

Robert (1841-1930)....................84 
Robert M., William H's son..........65 
Rosanna Croy (1822-1906), 

William H.'s wife............3, 63-86 
Sarah, William H's daughter, 

m. George Barkman...... 65, 71-2 
Wesley McDonald ............ 64-5, 83 
William H. (1811-1878, m. 

Rosanna Croy  ... 63-5, 73, 82, 86 
William "Willie T.", William 

H's son....................................65 
Dawson 

gravestones ....................................82 
house ..................................... 66-7 

DEAN 
Alvin............................................ 120 
Sarah "Sally" Buchanan Preston 

(1873-1949), Alvin's wife 
.............................. 110, 120-1 

Delaware Indians ................................ 31 
Detroit, Mich .................................. 63 
Dingus's Old Place, Va....................... 51 
DINWIDDIE, Robert, Gov ............ 16, 

18-9, 21, 102 
"Dixie" [song] .................................80 
DOLLY, Reverend.............................. 69 
DONNELLY, Ryan.............................67 
DOOD, WE.. Prof...........................83 
Domum's Genealogy.... 107,116, 118, 122 
DRAPER 

Betty .............................................. 16 
Eleanor........................................... 16 
George............................................ 12 

148 



        

     

     
    

        
    

    
    
     

    
    

     
    

 
    

 
     

   
  

  
  
     
     
     

    
   

   
    

  
     

    
      

     

 
 

    
   

    
    

       
     

     
    

   
    

     
     

    
  

    
      
       

     
    

  
      

    
 

    
  

   
  

   
   

   
   
    

    
    
     

 
         

   
  

   
     

      
    

 
 

    
  

       
     

      
  

    
        
     

   

INDEX TO VOLUME 13 

Draper Valley, Va............................. 121 
Draper/Ingles families......................... 10 
Draper's Meadows, Va ... .. 2-3, 10, 12, 

16, 32, 36, 101 
Drumaboden, Ireland.....................100 
Dunkard Bottom, Va .........................8 
Dunkards (religious settlers)............... 12 
Dunker fort..................................... 21 
DUNKLEBERRY, Abraham ....... 20-1 
DUNMORE, Lord ..................... 34, 36 
Dunmore's Proclamation.............. 36-7 

E 
EAKIN, Minnie................................... 69 
East Roanoke St., Blacksburg ... 63-4, 67 
Eastern Continental Divide ................... 2 
ECHOLS, John...........................19-21 
EDDY, Jackie.........................................4 
Editorial Board, The Smithfield 

Review..............................................4 
EGGART, Mary Lee .......................... 31 
Eggleston, Va .................................. 5, 10 
Eggleston's Springs, Va ................... 10-1 
Elizabethtown, Tenn ........................98 
Ember Day...........................................79 
Emory  & Henry College....................116 
ENGLISH, Capt ..............................22 
English forces, see British 
Ephrata community, Pa ...................12 
[Epworth] League............................... 77 
Escape fromIndian Captivity.............6 
EVANS, Tipton  B. (d. 1927) ..............73 

F 
FAGG (FAG) 

Dora "Dor".................................71 
Younes.......................................83 

Fairview, Blacksburg...........................65 
FALLAM, Robert ...........................92 
Falls of the Ohio river ..................34-5 
Fayette County, Ky..............................37 
Fayetteville, No. Car .......................45 
FELCH, Nancy......................................4 
FERGUSON, Patrick, British 

officer, Revolution ..................... 87 

Ferrum College, Va ......................23-4 
Fincastle .............................. 2, 97, 114 

County, Va .............................33-4 
surveyors ....................................35 

"Find  a Grave" website......................108 
Finding Their Way from the Great 

Road totheWilderness Road.........31 
FITZE,  Mrs. James H..........................71 
FLINCHUM, Deena ......................126 
Florida.............................................89 
FLOYD, John ................... 29, 33-8, 52 
FollowtheRiver.....................................6 
Fort 

Chiswell, Ya...................................95 
Duquesne....................................32 
Frederick.................................... 17-8 
Frontenac....................................32 
Henry .........................................92 
Loudon.......................................95 
Mayo ..................................... 18-9 
Necessity ........................................32 
Robinson, Tenn ..........................96 

Foul Means....................................141 
Frankfort, Ky .......................................34 
Frederick County, Va............................9 
French 

and Indian War .... 14-5, 29-53, 95 
Canada .......................................31 
Louisiana....................................31 

FRIEDENBERG..............................93 
Frontiersman: Daniel Boone and the 

Making of America.................. 2, 29 
fur trade...........................................31 

G 
Geographic Names Information 

System...................................... 107 
George II, King...................90, 94, 102 
Georgtown, So. Car ......................... 43 
German settlers, pioneers......... 2, 5-28 
Germany........................................8-9 
Gettysburg, Pa......................97-8,118 
Giles County, Va.......... 7, 10-1, 17, 24 
Giles County Virginia History of 

Families.......................................... 10 
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Glade 
Road, Blacksburg...........................65 

GRAHAM, Virginia Sayers (1876-
1971), m. Rev. Cochran Preston 

graveyard = Westview Cemetery 
GRAY 

Great 

46-7,49 

Schoolhouse, Blacksburg ...............71 
Spring, Va............................ 116, 118 

GLANVILLE, Jim ........... 3-4, 87-136 
GNIS = Geographic Names 

Information System..................107 
Goochland County, Va ...............117-8 

...................................... 120-1 

Anne Montgomery, m. Judkins . 119 
Bessie ...................................... 76, 83 
Edgar ....................................... 77, 85 
Elizabeth Cummings Preston 

(1868-1956), Robert's wife 
.................... 110, 115, 119-21 

E, Frank ............................... 70, 85 
John M. Preston (1902-1947), 

Robert's son............. 110, 119-20 
Mary Preston (1896-1992), 

Robert's daughter 
.................... 91, 110, 119, 121 

Nick ···································· 79 
Robert (1859-1932)...........110,120 
Tillie (Tilda)............................ 79, 84 
Walter........................................84 
Wesley............................................85 

Grant (1745) ..............................93 
Migration......................................... 2 
Road (Va.)............................. 5, 9, 97 
Valley of Virginia ..........................97 
Wagon Road.................................105 
Warrior Path ..............................97 

Green Springs, Va .........................116 
Greenbrier, Va .....................................16 
GREENE, Gen'I (Patriot)......... .. 43-4, 

Greenfield Plantation 
................ 36, 49, 50, 114, 124 

Greenland History (book).................. 47 
Guilford Courthouse, Va .................47 

Gulf of Mexico ....................................29 
Gunpowder Springs, Va .............10-11 

H 
Hager, Anne, papers..........................125 

HALL 

HARMAN 

HALE, John P. ......................... 7-8, 23 

Ric'd,Jun'r...................................21 
William ..................................20-1 

HAMMETT, Carole........................ 94 
Hampden-Sydney College ...... 113, 120 
Hanover County, Va .................. 98, 111 

Adam ................................. 2, 5-28 
Adam, Jr., Adam's son........8, 13,22 
Catherine, Adam's daughter ......... 8 
Christina, Adam's daughter .......... 8 
Daniel, Adam's brother ...........8, 21 
Daniel, Adam's son................... 8, 22 
Eddie......................................23-4 
fourth daughter of Adam.............. 8 
George, Adam's brother ............8-9 
George, Adam's son ..................... 8 
Henry, Adam's son..............8,22-3 
Henry, Adam's grandson .............22 
Jacob, Adam's brother............. 8-9, 

13-4, 16-7 
Jacob, Adam's son........................ 8 
John, Adam's brother ................... 8 
John Newton ..........................9-10 
Louisa Katrina, Adam's wife.... 8, 17 
Mathias, Adam's brother ...........8-9 
Mathias, Adam's son.................... 8 
Philipina, Adam's daughter .......... 8 
Valentine, Adam's brother....... 8-9, 

13-5, 17 
Valentine, Adam's son.................. 8 
Valentine, Adam's grandson........22 

Harman Genealogy, Biographical 
Sketches and Historical Notes, 
1700-1924  .............................. 9-10 

Harman's Bottom, New River ............14 
HARMON, see Harman 
HARRIS, Robert, Greenfield 

overseer..................................... 50 
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Harrisburg, Pa ................................... 120 
Harrisonburg, Va .............................98 
Harrodsburg, Ky.................................. 35 
HART, Charles ............................... 13 
Harvard 

College ............................................. 2 
Law School .................................. 2- 3 

HAWKINS, John, Sir ......................89 
Hawkins County, Tenn ....................93 
HEATHES, see Heth 
HEAVENER, Mrs ...............................70 
HEINEMANN, Ronald.............. 141-4 
hemp......................................... 49-50 
HENDERSON 

Mrs. (Miss Miller) ......................... 84 
Richard.................................37, 98 

Henrico Parish, Va............................ 111 
HENRY 

Elizabeth, Patrick's sister, 
m. 1 Gen'! William Russell, 
m. 2 Gen'! William Campbell 

... 98, 101,  109, 111-3, 121-3 
Patrick ....................... 34,101,111 

HERMAN, see Harman 
HERMANN, see Harman 
Heroden, home built by John M. 

Preston I ...................................... 116 
HERRMAN, see Harman 

the elder ................................. 21-2 
HERRMANN, Heinrich Adam ....5, 23 

see also Harman, Adam 
HETH, Mrs .....................................83 
Hillsborough, So. Car...................44-5 
HINES, Ric'd .......................................21 
Highway U.S. 11................................. 96 
Historic 

Preservation Office, State 
ofVirginia.............................. 102 

Smithfield Plantation ....................3 
Hitching PostsforMemories............. 121 
HOGE (Hogue) 

General (1783-1861) ..................84 
John Hampton Sr. (1855-1903). 82 
Mrs. = Elizabeth Otey ...............85 

HOLLIMAN, Mary............. 4, 145-59 

INDEX TO VOLUME 13 

HOLSTON (Holstein), Stephen...... 92 
Holston River, Va.....14, 16, 18, 29-31, 

94-6,99-100, 105 
Long Island of the Holston ........ 95 
Middle Fork ...................................96 
valleys .................................... 93-4 

Horseshoe bend, New River, Va... 13-4 
HOOVER, Diane.............................. 4 
HOUSTON, Blacksburg printer .......76 
HUGHS, John..................................94 

I 
I[nterstate) 81............................93, 96 
Ice Pond, on VT campus................. 72 
Independence bell, Hall ...................76 
Indian 

River, Va......................................101 
tribes.................................................9 
war..................................................34 

inflation ...................................... 50-1 
INGLES 

John, Sr., Mary's son................. 6-8 
Mary Draper ................. 6-8, 11, 15 

Ingles Ferry .....................................11 
INGRAM, David .......................89, 92 
INNES, Harry..................................38 
ILLIAD = Interlibrary Loan Office, 

Virginia Tech 
Interstate 81............................... 30, 96 
Ireland ............................31,92,124 
Iroquois 

Confederacy............................... 97 
Indians 31....................................5, 

Isle of Mann...........................................8 

J 
James River, Va .............................16, 48 
Jamestown, Va 

Jefferson 

.....................................92 
JAMISON, Mrs ................................... 79 
JEFFERSON, Thomas ..... 43, 47-8, 52 

County, Ky..............................37 
Medical College ........................... 118 
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INDEX TO VOLUME 13 

JOHNSON 
Edward.......................................50 
Patricia Givens .............................. 12 

JONES, Lori Tolliver........................... 4 
JORDAN, Winthrop...................... 141 
JUDKINS, Anne Gray .....................91 

K 
Kanawha River ................ 29, 33 -4, 89 
Kansas State Historical Society ........10 
KEENE, M.D. Rev ............................. 83 
KEFFER 

Carrie.........................................78 
Jimie .............................................. 78 

KEGLEY 
EB ....................... 11-2,  14, 16,94 
Mary B.... 11-2, 14, 16, 31, 94, 100 

KELLY, Candi...................................4 
KENNEDY, Matthew......................51 
KENT, Mrs. Sallie............................81 
Kentucky ............ 2, 29-38, 51-2, 96-8 

County, Ky.................................37 
River...................................... 35-6 

KESTER, Nellie ................................. 76 
KIBLER, Susanna..............................4 
KING, Brenda Wagner....................... 23 
King's 

Declaration .................................... 22 
Mountain 

Battle of...............3, 87, 111, 116 
National Military Park............. 112 

Kingsport, Tenn............... 89, 95, 97-8 
KINZER 

Anna (1884-1959),John's 
daughter .................................68 

Bob, Jacob's son............................. 71 
Jacob Sherman "Sherman"....65, 69 
Janie (1887-1982), Jacob's 

daughter ..................................68 
John Marion {1874-1941), 

Jacob's son.........................68, 83 
Mary Sherman (1879-1933), 

Jacob's daughter, m. William 
French Pack Sr ..................71, 77 

Knoxville, Tenn ...........................4, 95 

KOLP, John G............................... 141--4 

L 
Lafayette, Gen'! .......................48, 111 
Lancaster, Pa..........................12, 97-8 
Lancaster, Treaty of. ....................5, 97 
land grants (Ya.) .................... 51-2, 87 
LANKESERS (Lancaster) 

Gerogie (George) .......................... 77 
Leslie ............................................. 77 

LAWLESS, Henry.............................. 94 
Lead Mines, Va.......................31,  43, 48 
League, Epworth................................. 77 
LEDGERWOOD 

Janie Brown Snider {1856-
1942) ................................. 74, 80 

Sarah......................................... 80 
LEE 

Gen'! ......................................... 68 
Henry, Lt. Col............................ 45 
Rebecca....................................143 

Lee Highway, U.S. 11 .............. 100, 105 
Lee's Legion........................................ 45 
LEONARD, Henry ......................... 16 
LEWIS 

Andrew ..................................... 54 
Andrew, Capt .........................16-7 
Andrew, Maj ............................. 95 
Margaret Lynn (1808-1875), m. 

John Cochran ... 110, 117-8, 122 
Thomas ............................49, 54-5 

Lexington 
Kentucky ....................................... 34 
Virginia..........................98,  111, 121 

Liberty Hall....................................... 111 
LINKOUS (Lincous), Samuel.......... 81 
LITTLE, Barbara Vines...................... 23 
Little 

River, Va........................................ 21 
Tennessee River ............................ 92 

Lochabor, Treaty of ............................ 89 
LOESCH, Justice ................................ 22 
Logan, Mingo chief......................... 34 
Logstown, Treaty of............................ 31 
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Londonderry, Ireland..................92, 100 
Long Island of the Holston..... 95, 97-8 
longhunt..................................................I 
Lord Dunmore's 

Proclamation  of I775 .............. 36-7 
War ......................................33, 35-6 

Loudon, Fort ....................................... 95 
Louisiana, French ..................................I 
Louisville, Ky............................34, 37-8 
Loyal Land Company ..................51-2 
Loyalists ............................. 38, 45, 48-9 
LUSTER, Mrs..................................... 71 
Lutheran church .............. 9, 69-70, 75 
LYON,James....................................... 21 

M 
MACK, William.................................... 3 
Main Street, Blacksburg...................... 67 
Management  Committee,   The 

Smithfield Review........................ 4 
Manchester, Va ................................... 50 
Marion, Va ...................... 3, 96, 125-6 
MARKS, William, see Mack 
MARSHALL, Bro ............................. 44 
Martha Washington Inn, Abingdon, 

Va. .......................................114-5 
MARTIN, Joseph, Major ................ 47 
MATHEWS, Mr ................................. 73 
Max  (Mack's) Meadows, Va .............. 13 
MAY, John.......................................... 53 
McBRYDE, John M., VAMC 

president................................... 74, 83 
McDonald's Mill, Blacksburg.......63-4 
McDOWELL child's grave 

.......................... 110,121,124 
McDowell County, W Va .................. 24 
ME church = Methodist 
MEANS, Virginia, Col. Bob 

Preston's daughter ...................... 81 
MERCER, Charles Fenton............ 143 
Mercer County, W Va .................. 121 
Mess Hall, on VT campus ............... 73 
Method-ists, -ism .......9, 68, 81, 86, I 13 

girls college.................................... 14 
Heritage landmark ................... 123 

it--:DEX  TO   VOLUME 13 

Middle  Fork, Holston River ...............95 
MILES, Professor ................................68 
military road ........................................95 
militia 

Patriot............................... 32, 43-5 
behavior of .................... 44-5, 48 

Virginia ..................................33-4 
Mingo Indians................................. 34 
Mississippi River, valley............... 10, 29 

watershed....................................2, 93 
MITCHELL, Sallie (1879-1957), m. 

John M. Preston III......... 10, 119-20 
Mollie (house cleaner) ........................68 
MONTGOMERY, Ann, m. Walter 

Preston, John M. Preston I's 
mother ......................................116 

Montgomery 
County, Va......... 9, 38, 43-4, 48-9, 

52,93 
militia .................................. 38, 43-7 
Record of Plotts .............................51 

Moravian 
people, No. Car...................9, 43-7 
records......................................... 9 
towns, No. Car..................21, 43-7 

MORGAN, Daniel, Brig. Gen ......... 43 
MORISON, Samuel Eliot................ 89 
Mountain Lake, Va ......................... 66 
Moytoy,  a Cherokee leader.................19 
Murril, Mrs ......................................... 84 

N 
National 

Endowment  for the Humanities .....23 
Historic Site................................. 3 
Registry of Historic Places ..... 102-4 

Neck Creek, Va...................................17 
NEEDHAM, James .............................92 
NELSON, Thomas, Jr., Gov ............ 48 
New 

Brunswick, Canada....................... 89 
River, Va ............. 2, 5, 9-10, 13-14, 

16-8, 22,29-31,51,53, 75,94 
York City..........................................3 

Newberry, So. Car..........................120 
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INDEX TO VOLUME 13 

NEWELL, Samuel...........................98 
Newman  Library, Va. Tech .............. 125 
Newport, Va................................... 66 
NICHOLS, George..........................38 
NOBLE, Zola Troutman........... 2, 5-28 
Norfolk, Va......................................... 69 
NORRIS (Nourses), Mrs ................ 69 
North Carolina......................... 38, 112 

0 
Ohio 

Company........................................ 52 
River, valley ........  15, 29-35, 37, 89 

Old Dominion, New Commonwealth: 
A History of Virginia, 1607-2007 

...................................... 141-4 
Olin & Preston Institute.................. 64 
Orange County, Va..................... 9-10 
Orange County Historical Society....... 24 
OSBORN, Richard ................ 3, 43-62 
Oury/McCready Cemetery .............106 
Overhill Cherokee......................92, 95 
Overmouintain Victory National 

Historic Trail .............. 87, 103, 105 
OWENS, Tod ................................125 

P 
Pacific Union College .......................... 3 
PACK 

PATTON 

Devota "Dit".............................. 67 
Miss, daughter of Allen C. & 

Susan Lugar ............................... 76 
Mrs. Susan Lugar (1843-1921) .. 84 

PAINTER, Mrs................................... 73 
Palisades, on New River...........11, 17-8 
PALMER,  William H., Col. ............... 70 
PARENT, AnthonyS. Jr............ 141-4 
Paths of Glory ...............................121 
Patriot forces ............................... 43-4 

James, Col. ........................ 9, 12-4, 
16,29-33,36,92-4, 101-2 

Margaret, Col. James's daughter, 
m. John Buchanan...................94 

Patton and Buchanan survey ... 10-1, 23 

Philadelphia 

Charles Henry Campbell (2) 
(1840-1932), John M.  l's  son, 
m 1 Mary Woodson, m. 2 Kitty 
Morris Dabney, m. 3 Lucy 

Pennsylvania ......................................... 9 
PEPPER, Mary ................................... 84 
Petersburg, Va..................................... 92 

city ............................... 76, 97, 100 
County, Pa ................................... 8 

PICKENS, Andrew, Gen'! ..... 44-5, 47 
Pine Run, Va........................................14 
Pittsburgh, Pa.................................. 32 
Pocahontas, Indian princess........... 143 
Pocahontas Press......................... 4, 67 
POE, L. Marian Fleming ............... 143 
PORTER, Runsey Smithson............ 83 
POWELL, Ambrose........................ 94 
Presbyterian.............................93, 120 
PRESTON......................................... 124 

Andrew...................................... 54 
Blair Dabney (1877-1957), 

Charles Henry Campbell (2)'s 
son ............................ 110, 117-8 

Bob, Col. see Robert Taylor 
Charles D................................... 91 
Charles Henry Campbell (1)(1807-

1832), Francis's son 
...................... 88, 90, 109, 113 

Woodford Taylor .........110, 115-8 
Charles Henry C\ampbell "H.C."., 

Dr. (1867-1890), Charles Henry 
Campbell (2)'s son.....109, 117-8 

Cochran, Rev. (1871-1935),John 
M. H's son ............. 91, 110, 119-21 

Ellen Wilson (1789-1831), m. 
John M. I .................109, 113, 116 

Ellinor Graham (1903-1997), Rev. 
Cochran's daughter 

...................... 91,110, 119-21 
Eliza Henry, m. Edward C. Carrington 

in 1820.......................................116 
Elizabeth,JohnM.V'swife ............126 
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PRESTON, continued 
Elizabeth Allen, John M. l's 

daughter ................................113 
Elizabeth Cummings, John M. II's 

daughter, m. Robert Gray 
...................... 91, 115, 119-21 

Francis (1765-1835), William's 
son ................................... 43, 88, 
101-2, 109, 113-6, 122 

Francis Smith (1798-1801), 
Francis's son..........................124 

James, John M. l's son ...............113 
James Madison (1811-1812), 

Francis's son..........................124 
Jane Robertson (1804), Francis's 

daughter ................................124 
John, William's father..................33 
John Montgomery I (1788-1861), 

Walter's son ... 90, 109, 115  6, 124 
John M. II (1838-1928) 

.......... 90, 110, 115-7, 119-21 
John M. III (1866-1951), John 

M. II's son......... 91, 110, 119-20 
John M. IV, Dr., Rev. Cochran's 

son .....................91, 101, 119-21 
John M. V, John M. IV's son 

···························· 3-4, 87-136 
Katherine Morris Dabney "Kitty" 

(1837-1881), Charles Henry 
Campbell (2) 's 2nd wife 

.............................. 109, 117-8 
Leslie D..........................................91 
Letitia (b. 1779)..........................53 
Lucie Redd (1819-1891), wife of 

William Ballard....................70, 73 
Lucy Elizabeth (1893-1894), 

Charles Henry Campbell 
(2)'sdaughter.............109, 117-8 

Lucy Woodford Taylor (1849-
1893), Charles Henry Campbell 
(2)'s third wife........... 109, 117-8 

Margaret Buchanan (b. 1818), 
Francis's daughter..................114 

Margaret Lynn, John M. II's 
daughter, m. Woods ... 91, 119-20 

!NOEX TO VOLUME JJ 

PRESTON, continued 
Maria (1878-1878), John M. Il's 

daughter .................109, 117, 120 
Maria Thornton  Carter  (1805-

1842),  Francis's  daughter,  m. 
John M. I.....90, 109, 115, 118, 124 

Mary, m. Gray................................91 
Mary Lewis Cochran ( 1840-

1932), John M. II's wife 
................. 90-1, 110, 117-21 

Mary Woodson (c.1840--c.1878), 
Charles Henry Campbell (2) 's 

first wife ....................109, 117-8 
Mittie (1875-1875), John M. II's 

daughter .................109, 117, 120 
Mrs., see Susannah Smith Preston 
Nelly Cummings (1880-1966), 

John M. II's daughter 
.............. 91, 110, 113, 119-21 

Robert Gamble (1815), Francis's 
son ........................................124 

Robert Taylor, Col. (1810-1881) 
······································ 70, 81 

Sallie Mitchell (1879-1957), 
John M. Ill's wife..... 110, 119-20 

Sarah Buchanan "Sally" (1878-
1949), John M. II's daughter, 
m. Alvin Dean........... 91,119-21 

Sarah Buchanan Campbell (1778-
1846), Francis's wife.........88, 90, 
101-2, 109, 111, 113-6, 122-4 

Sophonisba, Francis's  daughter,  m. 
R. J. Breckenridge ........... 116, 121 

Susannah Smith, Col. William's 
wife ................................ 36, 46, 81 

Thomas Lewis (b. 1781), Francis's 
son...................................... 53, 115 

Thomas Woodson (c. 1864-1865), 
Charles Henry Campbell's 
son................................ 109, 117 

Virginia Sayers Graham (1876-
1971), Rev. Cochran's wife 

............................ 110, 119-21 
Walter (1), John M. l's father 

.................................. 116,124 
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INDEX TO VOLUME 1J 

PRESTON, continued 
Walter (2), John M. l's son........113 
William, Col........ .. 1-3, 18, 29-38, 

43-6,81,92,96, 101 
business affairs .................... 49- 51 
daughter of. ...................... 38, 46 
leadership style ....................44-5 
surveying activities ..............51-3 

William Campbell, Francis's 
son ................................... 113, 115 

Preston cemetery (Smithfield) .........81 
Preston's Page website.......................111 
PRICE 

CharlotIteI........................ 83 
Emmet (Emet) ...........................80 
Mary...............................................78 
Mr., newpaper editor...................76 

Price's Fork, Va.................................9 
Proclamation 

Lord Dunmore's ..................... 36-7 
Royal, of 1763............................... 29 

PUCKETT, Charlotte Harman.........24 
PUGH, Harry...................................... 75 
Pulaski County, Va.....................120-1 

Q 
Qualia Boundary Reservation ..........89 

R 
racism ...................................... 141 4 
RANDOLPH, Peter.........................19 
Randolph-Macon Woman's College 

.......................................... 121 
Rector/Humphry Cemetery ............106 
Reed Creek, Va................................... 16 
Reedy  Fork, No. Car .......................... 45 
Registered National Historic Site ...... 3 
Reliance Mill, Blacksburg.................. 81 
Revolutionary War 

................ 1,3,31,36,38, 142 
Richmond, Va ............22, 48, 111, 121 

Public Schools of......................... 121 
RILEY, Agnes Graham..................111 

Roanoke, Va ....................................... 98 
River, Va ....................................... 16 
St., Blacksburg ..................63, 66, 72 

RoanokeTimes .............................. 123 
ROBERSON, Mrs .............................. 70 
ROBERTSON, James ........................ 47 
ROBINSON, George....................... 13 
Robinson, Fort ................................ 96 
Robinson's Tract.............................. 53 
Rock house, on VT campus............. 70 
Rocky Mills, Va................................ 111 
ROLFE, John................................ 143 
RONALD (Ronale) 

Charles A., Col. ......................... 81 
Mrs. Charles A........................... 75 

ropewalk factories ..................... 49- 50 
ROSENBAUM, Carole ................. 126 
Route of Our Forefathers to King's 

Mountain ..................................... 103 
Royal 

Oak plantation ........................... 96 
Proclamation of 1763 ................... 29 

ROYCE, Charles C....................... 89 
RUSSELL 

Capt........................................... 35 
Jane Robertson, William's 

daughter........................123,125 
"Madam", Elizabeth Henry Camp-

bell, William's wife...........98, 101, 
109, 111-4, 121-3 

Patrick  Henry  (1788),  Gen'! 
William Russell's son ......123, 125 

William, General.................. 112-3 

S 
Salem 

No. Car............................ 44, 46-7 
Va .................................................. 97 

Salibury, No. Car.............................98 
Salt 

Pond Mountain..................... 66, 69 
Works, Saltville, Va. 

...................... 113-5, 122, 125 
Saltville, Va........................ 94,  111, 113 
Sandy Creek expedition ............... 17-8 
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SAYERS, Jane (1702-17??), m. 
James Buchanan....................... 100 

SCANTLAN, Mr. & Mrs ................ 70 
SCHRADER, Herman..................... 24 
Scots-Irish settlers .......................5, 87, 

93,96-7, 124 
Scott County, Va............................. 99 
seamstresses........................ 63, 66, 72-3 
Settico, a Cherokee town................. 19 
Seven 

Mile Ford.......3, 87, 94, 96, 98-100 
103, 105, 115-6, 118, 120 

Mile Ford Presbyterian Church....118 
Years' War (1756-1763).........29, 95 

SEVIER, Valentine ..............................14 
SHADE, William G. ..................141-4 
Sham Battle, VAMC cadet corps..... 82 
SHANKS, Col................................. 80 
Shawnee Indians 

.... 14-5, 17-8,31-2,34,36-7 
Shenandoah Valley.......................... 93 
SINCLAIR, Charles ........................92 
Sinking Creek, Va........................... 14 
Sixteen Squares, Blacksburg............ 63 
slaves, slavery ................... 50-1, 141-4 
SLUSER, Ema.....................................69 
SMITH 

Daniel, mapmaker...................... 96 
Elizabeth Henry Russell (1786-

1804), Francis's wife 
...................... 109, 112-3, 122-3 

Francis..........................................112 
Mrs. Manie ................................ 83 
Nancy............................................... 4 
Susannah, m. Col. William 

Preston........................1, 36, 46, 81 
Smithfield 

Plantation............... 1, 2, 29, 36, 38, 
49, 67, 74, 96,101, 113-4, 124 

Review Management Committee 4 
Smyrna Presbyterian Church ......... 120 

INDEX TO  VOLUME 13 

Smyth County, Va........... 87, 89, 92-3, 
102-3, 118, 123 

courthouse ................................. 89 
Deed  Book No. 3 ....................... 90 
Historical and Museum Society 102 

Smyth-Bland  regional library, Va .....125 
SNIDOW 

Carl ........................................... 80 
Jimmie..............................65, 78-9 
Krel, see Carl 
Maggie........................................... 82 
Myrtle, Jimmie's daughter ...........79 

Solitude (house on VT campus)........70 
South Carolina .................... 43-4, 120 

Patriot troops from.........................45 
Spaniards ........................................ 80 

in Virginia................................ 4, 143 
Spotsylvania, Va ................................117 
Spottsffhompson Cemetery.............106 
Springfield tract, Va ............................13 
St. CLAIR, Charles ......................... 94 
St. 

John River.................................. 89 
Juan de Ulua .............................. 89 
Peter's Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, Va............................... 9 
STALNAKER, Samuel.................... 92 
Stalnakers, Va ................................. 95 
STAPLES, Waller (lawyer) .................74 
STARN, Frederick...............................12 
Staunton, Va ................................5, 93 
STEPHEN, Adam, Col.................... 95 
STONER, Michael .......................... 35 
Stonewall Brigade, C.S.A. ..............118 
Stonington, Conn ............................. 3 
Strasburg, Va..................................... 8 
STRINGFELLOW, Thornton .........143 
Strouble's Creek, Va........................ 12 
STURGILL 

Kenneth ....................................106 
mACK.......................................... 106 

Sugar Loaf Hill...........................122-3 
Surveying activity.........................51-3 
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SUTHERLAND 
Gary .....................................123, 125 
Linda....................................123, 125 

SUTPHIN, Joann Pack...........3, 63-86 
Sweet Springs,  now W Va................ 118 
Sycamore Shoals, Tenn ................... 98 
SYMMS, John, Col. .......................... 111 

T 
TARLETON, Banastre, Lt. Col. 

(Brit) ..................... 38, 43-4, 46, 48 
Tarleton's Legion.................................44 
TAYLOR, Lucy Woodford (1849-

1893), m. Charles Henry Campbell 
(2) ................................109, 117-8 

Tennessee 

Treaty of 

TYLER, James Hoge, Gov. (1846-
1925) ································84 

TAYLOR, Charles L.......................... 4 
Tazewell County Historical Society.....24 
Tellico River, Tenn .............................92 

River, valley .................................. 29 
state of .............................. 30-1, 96 

THOM, James Alexander............ 6, 24 
Thorn Spring, Va................................. 13 
THOMPSON, William........................14 
Thompson's Ford, Va ........................ 9 
Thom's Brook, Va............................. 9 
Tidewater Virginia elite .................. 93 
Tilda = Matilda Croy, Rosanna's sister 
Tinkling Spring, Va........................... 9 
tobacco gentry............................... 142 
TOLLIVER-JONES, Lori ..................... 4 
TOMLINSON, William .................. 94 
Tom's Creek, Va .......................... 11-4 
Tories........................................... 98-9 
Trans-Allegheny Pioneers.....................7 
Transylvania Company........................37 

Lancaster ............................5, 9, 97 
Lochabor, 1771.......................... 89 
Logstown, 1752 .............................31 

Troublesome Creek, No. Car ........... 45 

U 
Union Theological Seminary.......... 120 
University of Virginia ........ 76,  113, 118 

College at Wise .................... 141-4 
United States 

Congress...............................111, 115 
Geological Survey........................ 107 

V 
Valley of Virginia .................................. 9 

Virginia 

Infantry, 

VANCE, J. L. ..................................90 
VAUGHAN, Mr .............................92 

Agricultural and Mechanical 
College (VAMC) ......................3 

Constitution, 1851....................142 
Convention.................................37 
Council ............................. 47-8,93 
education.................................. 144 
elite soxiety.................................. 141 
General Assembly............16, 31, 115 
Historic Landmark ........... 3, 102-4 
Historic Preservation Office .....102 
Historical Sciety ......................22, 24 

4'\ Company E, D ..................65 
48'h , Company B..................... 118 

Land Office.................................... 52 
legislature............................. 54, 99 
militia.................................... 33-4 
Polytechnic Insitute and State 

University............................. 1, 3 
sectional conflicts ................. 142-3 
Tech "college" . 3, 32, 68, 125, 142 

History department ...................4 
War Office .................................49 

Virginia Cavalcade.............................111 
Virginia, the New Dominion ..............141 
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WADE, Robert, Capt ................ 18-21 
WADENER, Mrs............................ 84 
WALL, Mary....................................... 78 
WALKER, Thomas, Dr....................94 
Walker's Creek, Va ............................. 14 
WALLENSTEIN, Peter.......... 4, 141-4 
Walnut Grove, Va..........................124 
WASHINGTON 

George........................................32 
Martha........................................34 
Will .......................................... 74, 79 

Washington 
and Lee University....................111 
College ......................................... 111 
County, Va ......................... 44, 116 
County Historical Society ....115, 126 
County Will Book.......................90 

Watauga River, Tenn........................98 
WATSON, Melissa .................... 125-6 
Waynesboro, Va.................................. 94 
Weitzel's (Wetzell's) Mill, No. Car. 

...................................... 38, 46 
Westview Cemetery, Blacksburg .......... 

73-4, 86) 
Wetzell's Mill, see Weitzel's Mill 
Wharton St., Blacksburg...............63, 67 
Whigs ..............................................49 
WHISNER, Dr. Peter Henry ............69 
White Over Black. ............................ 141 
Wilderness Road........................87, 98 
William and Mary College, 

see College of William and Mary 
WILLIAMS, Col. (Maryland) ..........47 
Williamsburg, Va .............. 52-3, 93,98 
Wilmington, No. Car ..................... 118 
WILSON 

Ellen, m. John M. Preston I 
.......................... 109, 113, 116 
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Robert W, painter.....................112 
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WOODS, Dan.................................24 
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see also New River 
Woods River 

Entry Book.....................................13 
Grant ..........................................12 

WOODSON, Mary (c 1840-c 1870), 
m. Charles Henry Campbell 
Preston ......................... 109, 117-8 
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Wyandot Indians..............................31 
WYTHE, George ...........................114 
Wythe County, Va ..................... 31, 95 
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The Smithfield Review publishes book reviews. The editors 
plan for each issue to carry one to three reviews of books 
dealing with all periods of trans-Appalachian history and 
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In this issue 

M any of the earliest settlers to migrate into this region were German 
immigrants: farmers, furniture makers, metalworkers, basket mak

ers, potters, stonemasons, gunsmiths, and fraktur artists ....One of the 
earliest of these German settlers was Heinrich Adam Herrmann .......... p. 5 

~ trip to find and warn the surveyors was dangerous. Stoner later T remembered that whenever they stopped to eat or rest, he and 
[Daniel] Boone would sit back to back to avoid the possibility of Indians 
coming up from behind. They managed not to be attacked .................. p. 35 

The Moravians generally found Preston's men to be very "orderly" 
when Preston was present - a great contrast to soldiers from other 

areas .... Another account related that after Preston took possession of 
their stables, the soldiers "behaved very well" after the Moravians supplied 
them with bread, meat, and corn ........................................................... p. 44 

Sundy 2 clear an warm at 12 oclock had a Shower of rain we were at 
church when it rained . . . I was at Tildas in eving Mollie verey 

Parley an Nick is Poreley too the Lutherans Rang there Bell for the first 
time for Sundy School Put it up Saturdy first day 
thursd 20 . . . Mrs. Croy an I got in the milk hack with Mr. Scantlan 
went down to Solitude where Col Bob Preston lived now is called Station 
...we Saw the 30 milch cows Saw mr Sc churn 16 galon cream in one 
churn he turned it with a crank ........................................................... p. 70 

The Aspenvale cemetery at Seven Mile Ford in Smyth County is one 
of Virginia's most noteworthy historical sites west of the Blue Ridge. 

Aspenvale was an early pioneer settlement, a gathering place for part of 
the overmountain army, a stop for westward pioneers on their way to 
Daniel Boone's Wilderness Road ... [and is] the burial place of several 
notable Virginians .................................................................................. p. 87 
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