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As 1781 began, news arrived of a crushing defeat the Americans 
had inflicted on British Lieutenant Colonel Banastre Tarleton at 
Cowpens, South Carolina, on January 17. American Brigadier Gen-
eral Daniel Morgan - using militia from Georgia, the Carolinas, and 
Virginia - had routed the English. The fact that Cornwallis still pos-
sessed superior manpower created a need for Greene to have more 
soldiers if he was to wage an effective campaign. Word now arrived 
that Cornwallis was on his way toward the Moravian towns in North 
Carolina; from there he was expected to head toward Virginia in or-
der to destroy the Lead Mines. Once again, as earlier in the Revolu-
tion, Virginia looked to Preston and Montgomery County for ammu-
nition from the Lead Mines and for more soldiers. Preston called his 
fellow county officers together on February 8 and ordered out all of 
the militia. In spite of a great decline in his own health "from frequent 
apoplectic premonitions," he decided to join the men going to the 
Carolinas and called his sixteen-year-old son Francis home from school 
to take care of the family. Jefferson wrote Preston that Cornwallis, 
"maddened by his losses at the Cowpens & Georgetown," had burned 
his wagons so he could move more quickly toward Virginia, and he 
urged Preston in the "most earnest terms" to collect a quarter of his 
militia and send them immediately to help Greene - "I cannot be-
lieve you will rest a moment after receiving this till you see your men 
under march." Preston had already acted, and county militiamen were 
assembling at the Lead Mines. 

*This is drawn from the second part of Chapter 7 of a 1990 Ph.D. dissertation 
entitled "William Preston 1729-1783: the Making of a Frontier Elite." The first 
part appeared in The Smithfield Review, volume 12. The entire dissertation is 
available online in The Journal of Backcountry Studies. 

The Smithfield Review, Volume Xlll, 2009 43 

jesslb1
Text Box
The Smithfield Review
Volume XIII, 2009



RICHARD OSBORN 

Preston's Last Campaign 
On February 18 Preston marched with 350 riflemen to join mili, 

tia units from Botetourt and Washington counties to combine with 
the forces of General Andrew Pickens of South Carolina near 
Hillsborough, where Tarleton's Legion waited. Even while marching, 
Preston got word from Pickens that the English were on the move, 
making it expedient that the Patriot forces harass the British rear guard 
to prevent them from getting to a place where naval ships could come. 
He pled, "For God's sake don't delay." Pickens followed this initial 
message with another one urging: "General Greenes dependence lies 
greatly on the mountain men. I am sure you will not delay." 1 

Very few details are known about the role of Preston and his men 
in Greene's skirmishes with the English during February and March 
1781. On their way to their assigned locations, they passed through 
Moravian towns in North Carolina. The accounts of their visit writ, 
ten by Moravians living in Salem provide an interesting picture of this 
group of Montgomery militiamen both before and after they engaged 
in battle. 2 The Moravians generally found Preston's men to be very 
"orderly" when Preston was present - a great contrast to soldiers 
from other areas. 3 An advance party of Preston's men, "most of them 
drunk," arrived in the Moravian town around February 21 without 
their leader, frightening several church members. In contrast, five 
blacksmiths from Preston's unit were very orderly and began working 
on horse shoes once they arrived. The next morning Preston's soldiers 
continued to create a disturbance and had to be entertained with 
organ playing and "other interests." But once Preston and Walter 
Crockett arrived, the whole atmosphere changed. Their initial meet, 
ing was "unusually hearty on both sides, and Colonel Preston assured 
us of his favor and that nothing that we had suffered from his soldiers 
should go unpunished." He also promised that none of his men would 
be quartered in their homes but would stay in the magazine, sheds, 
and stables around town. After everyone settled down, the following 
idyllic scene took place according to the Moravians: 

Colonel Preston, his officers, and many privates listened to the 
organ, and the Colonel had a most friendly conversation with 
Br. Marshall about our affairs, looked at the bark,mill with inter, 
est, and said once that he prized this day as one of the most 
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pleasant in his life .... In the Tavern it was as quiet as though 
only two men were there. The soldiers, around their camp-fires, 
were also orderly, and when there was a hard rain during the 
night they withdrew into the sheds and stables with all modesty. 

Another account related that after Preston took possession of 
their stables, the soldiers "behaved very well" after the Moravians 
supplied them with bread, meat, and corn. By 9:00 p.m. "it was so 
quiet that no one would have known that so many men were in the 
town." On February 23 Preston left with his men, but before they left, 
Preston gave the Moravians a "letter of thanks, written and signed by 
his own hand, expressing his appreciation of all the good and friendly 
service which had been given to him here. At leaving he spoke most 
affectionately to us." In contrast, later that same day another group 
came demanding food and drink "and some of them went further." 
Several days later South Carolinians commanded by General Andrews 
Pickens stole hats from the Moravians and took bread without paying 
for it. On the same day, more men from Preston's unit, led by Joseph 
Cloyd, arrived on their way to join Preston and provided a contrast to 
the other soldiers: "They were very polite and obliging, and spent the 
night here." These accounts suggest some of the atmosphere and lead-
ership Preston was able to engender among those who served under 
him. He conveyed a relatively effortless style of leadership based on 
his aura and example rather than an authoritarian approach. 

Once Preston's militiamen arrived in the Hillsborough area, the 
Loyalists, who had been forced to join Preston's army to keep from 
having their lands confiscated, deserted, reducing his force consider-
ably. Preston did not leave a detailed account of what transpired ex-
cept to report that they did "hardy duty" under General Pickens for 
twelve or fourteen days on the enemy lines without the benefit of full 
provisions. He further reported: "Part of the men were in one action, 
and the whole in a second; in both overpowered by numbers, and in 
the last broken and dispersed with the loss of their blankets. "4 From 
other accounts, it is known that Preston became part of Lieutenant 
Colonel Henry Lee's Legion and Pickens' soldiers from South Caro-
lina, with these three units moving between Greene's American army 
and English forces led by Cornwallis in the area around Troublesome 
Creek and Reedy Fork (southeast of modern-day Fayetteville). 5 In 
the process of their maneuvers, Preston's forces along with other 
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American forces engaged Tarleton's soldiers on March 2 near a plan, 
ration on the Alamance River. In the initial encounter, the Ameri, 
cans managed to kill several English soldiers, but the British then 
defeated the Americans in a counterattack. Many of the wounded 
were brought to Salem for care before being sent home. And for the 
next two days after the battle, the Moravian towns began to experi, 
ence "commotion ... in full force, for one party after another came 
from the army with riderless horses" sent away from the battle area by 
Greene due to a lack offorage. Part of these were reportedly "all Colonel 
Preston's horses and about fifty of his men." The Moravians again 
provided food, shelter and, in some cases, spiritual comfort. 

After the Alamance River defeat, Greene repositioned his forces, 
placing Preston at Wetzell's Mill a few miles from the previous en, 
counter at Alamance River, as a way of keeping the English from at, 
tacking the main force of the Americans. On March 6 the Americans 
were again soundly defeated. Preston's militiamen complained that 
the "burthen, and heat, of the Day was entirely thrown upon them, 
and that they were to be made a sacrifice by the Regular Officers to 
screen their own Troops."6 In this brief skirmish, Preston's daughter 
related that her father, who was riding a "large fiery young horse that 
took freight at the report of the guns," took off through a mill pond, 
with the result that Preston was thrown off the horse with British 
light troops on horses breathing down his back. At this point, Colonel 
Joseph Cloyd dismounted and helped the overweight Preston get on 
Cloyd's horse, saving his life.7 In commenting on this accident a few 
weeks later, John Floyd told Preston, "I do not think it reasonable 
that you should stand in the fighting department" and offered to "stand 
in your place ifl can have timely notice by Express." He asked, "Is she 
[Mrs. Preston] willing for you to engage personally in war?"8 

By this time the colonel was having difficulty keeping his militia 
in the field, and he decided to return home.9 Preston and William 
Campbell's men were reentering the Moravian towns by March 7. 
Some were wounded, some without shoes or stockings, and others 
"utterly worn out." Starving for food, some of the men broke into a 
spring house and took all of the eggs, but after Preston arrived around 
March 10 he got things under control and "looked after the wounded 
with all love and faithfulness." Illustrating his courtesy, Preston and 
his fellow officers later wrote a note of thanks to the Moravians in 
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Salem "for their polite behavior, the hospitable manner in which they 
received and treated the Troops; and the Inconvenience to which 
they put themselves to entertain them, and to make their stay one 
Night Comfortable." 10 Preston even took time to discuss literature 
with these devout people, and he borrowed Greenland History from 
one of their members. 11 

Criticism and Other Problems 
Soon after Preston and his men left on March 15, the main 

American force under Greene fought a drawn battle with the British 
at Guilford Courthouse. And before long Preston began to hear "illib-
eral Reflections ... being wantonly thrown out against my Character 
by several Gentlemen down the Country" for his leaving the army 
early and calling out the Montgomery militia without state approval. 12 

Preston also felt a need to defend his early departure to Jefferson: 
It gave me great pain that our Militia returned so soon; but I will 
venture to say, they did duty on the Enemy's lines as long as any 
other that went from behind the mountains, and much longer 
than some. I obeyed every order that I received either from Genl. 
Green, GI. Pickens or Colo. Williams of the Maryland line; and 
underwent the same fatigue, watching, fasting and Danger, that 
any other militia officer did while I was on duty. 13 

Jefferson accepted his explanation by chiding: "This Narrative 
was not necessary with us for your personal Justification." He found 
Preston's actions "not only justifiable but laudable." 14 Other Preston 
friends such as James Robertson were just "heartily glad you escaped 
out of the hands of your enemies in Carolina."15 

But William Preston's problems were not over. The Cherokees, 
who had earlier appeared to be on the verge of attacking the frontier, 
still remained a potential problem and, with the English army threat-
ening Virginia, there was the need to pacify them. The Virginia Council, 
as a result, appointed Preston along with Colonel William Christian 
and Major Joseph Martin to meet with commissioners from North 
Carolina in order to "treat with the Cherokee Indians on the subject 
of peace." 16 Preston found it necessary to decline the appointment 
because of the distance he would be required to travel to the negotia-
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tions and his "very infirm state of Health, together with the Care of 
the Militia, which engrosses far the largest part of my Time." 17 

Preston's efforts to support Virginia's cause during the rest of the 
Revolution were an embarrassment to him. As colonel of Montgom-
ery County, he would frequently be called upon by Virginia to raise a 
certain number of militia to help out the cause, but he could not pro-
duce the men. In late March the Virginia Council passed an order 
requesting that several counties including Montgomery raise one fourth 
of their militia to reinforce Greene's army in the South. 18 Preston 
warned Jefferson that he would do his best but did not expect any 
success because of the continued disaffection of at least half of his 
militia and the fact that most of his men and officers "have been so 
harrassed with hard Duty for near a Year past that they begin to com-
plain for want of Time to attend their Farms for the Support of their 
Families." 19 Added to these problems was the fact that he had only 
five companies to cover a frontier of eighty miles, so that if he drew 
militia from those areas, their families would be left exposed to ongo-
ing Indian attacks. Preston, as a result, could not even find enough 
men to guard the strategic Lead Mines, now in great danger from 
Loyalists. 20 

When word came that Cornwallis had crossed the James River 
near Richmond in pursuit of Lafayette, Jefferson immediately wrote 
Preston requesting that he send all available men to help the French 
general. He reminded Preston: "The whole Country lies open to a 
most powerful army headed by the most active, enterprising & vin-
dictive officer who has ever appeared in arms against us."21 Preston 
tried to meet the orders in two ways. He initially wrote to Colonel 
Walter Crockett, asking him to raise soldiers as requested by the gov-
ernor - "I can only beg of you for Heaven's Sake to spare no pains, 
but use every possible Exertion to raise these men by the time ap-
pointed."22 Preston also tried to encourage his men by taking a ride 
through the county, urging them to rendezvous and march but to 
"little purpose." 23 Then in June when Banastre Tarleton raided 
Charlottesville in an effort to capture Jefferson and his fellow legisla-
tors, who had fled there recently from Richmond, Preston was again 
requested to raise men, a request which he could not fulfill. 24 And 
when another request was made in July, a frustrated Preston wrote 
the new governor, Thomas Nelson, Jr., to explain the reasons for Mont-
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gomery County's dismal record in responding to calls for soldiers. 
Oissaffection, already at more than one half, was "gaining Ground 
every day." In the previous year, after spending one month attempt-
ing to put down a Loyalist insurrection, he did not believe "one Pros-
elyte was gained." By now he knew that some of the Loyalists who had 
agreed to serve in the Continental Army had deserted. With so many 
Loyalists, the Whigs were afraid to leave their properties and families 
to their "mercy." Just as important was the large frontier area to be 
protected from Indians, who usually visited them two or three times a 
year. For these reasons, he found it "impossible" to comply with the 
governor's orders. 25 To Colonel William Davies, Commissioner of the 
Virginia War Office, he was even more pessimistic about his chances: 
"I might venture to add as my Opinion that such is the Temper and 
Situation of the People, that if the Fate of the United States was to 
depend on this draught being complied with on the part of the Private 
men of our Militia, they would not go."26 All of these problems, in-
cluding the possibility that Greene would call for men, led Preston's 
old friend, Thomas Lewis, to commiserate: 

You live in a rascaly County So do I & so dos every body a major-
ity of Rascals will render any place Rascaly. I wish it were in my 
power, to retire with Some few I could name from such rascaly 
Sceens as too frequently present themselves. 27 

Apparently the state gave up on getting soldiers from Preston, and no 
further requests were made. However, the war office sent a circular to 
Preston requesting his assistance on getting clothing together to help 
the cause. 28 When Cornwallis surrendered to the Americans on Oc-
tober 19, 1781, at Yorktown, tensions on the frontier decreased and 
William Preston, in an "infirm State of health," turned his attention 
to "private affairs."29 

Business Successes 
In many ways the Revolution actually bolstered Preston's busi-

ness interests, and he took advantage of every opportunity. In par-
ticular, a strong market developed for hemp, the major crop produced 
at Greenfield and Smithfield. With no imports coming from England, 
citizens relied on the coarse linen made from hemp, and the state 
counted on the local ropewalk factories to produce all of their war 
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needs. This market placed Preston in such a strong position that he 
could not grow enough hemp to meet the demand. In fact, he did not 
even have to look for people to buy his hemp since Edward Johnson in 
Manchester purchased all he could produce and continued to negoti-
ate most of his business deals throughout the war. In this kind of mar-
ket, he could generally barter his hemp for any needs he had, or he 
could demand cash as inflation continually increased the value of 
hemp. For example, in 1779 Johnson set up a joint venture with Preston 
in which slaves, who were in high demand, would be bartered for 
hemp.1° 

Preston also served as Johnson's business agent on the frontier, 
looking for hemp wherever he could find it, and they also engaged in 
other deals to procure the valuable hemp. On at least one occasion, 
Johnson sent three wagons loaded with such scarce items as iron and 
salt in order to get hemp, on which he would now pay a 5 percent 
commission. After suggesting a price of£700 per ton of hemp, he told 
Preston that he was willing to go higher to get enough for his rope-
walk factory. By October 1779, with inflation rampant, Johnson asked 
Preston not to establish any firm contracts before the hemp arrived at 
his store because he would pay the going rate at the time it arrived. 
And still hemp continued to rise in value faster than any other crop. 

Johnson and Preston had only one major argument during their 
business ventures. Preston felt uncomfortable taking a commission 
from his brother-in-law for finding hemp, but Johnson insisted that 
those running the ropewalk factory expected to pay commissions. If it 
had only been for Johnson's personal use, he would not have given 
Preston a commission, "but as you threaten never to do me another 
good office without your request is granted if you insist upon it I must 
comply." 31 

The only signs of trouble in Preston's business operations were 
disturbing reports from his various properties including Greenfield. In 
early 1 779 he engaged Robert Harris as new overseer at Greenfield. 
Harris, who arrived in May 1779, reported that the plantation looked 
like the neighbors were just waiting to confiscate it and that he faced 
a major task in repairing the fences that protected the crops from 
animals. 12 Other reports from renters were similarly bad. In one case, 
many fences had been destroyed and hogs had gotten in and damaged 
the corn and hemp for a loss of £1,000.33 From these scant accounts 
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concerning hemp and properties, it is clear Preston tried to keep his 
business affairs going during the traumatic concluding years of the 
war. But aside from these activities and the fact that he grew flax, 
wheat, rye, barley, corn, potatoes, turnips, hay, oats, and probably 
cotton and cabbage on his farms, little else is known. 14 He also con-
tinued his successful distillery business. 35 

And of course he continued to work or rent his lands. For ex-
ample he rented land on the New River, known as Dingus's Old Place, 
for six years to Mathew Kennedy. In exchange, Kennedy agreed to 
teach one of Preston's slaves how to weave, with Preston providing all 
materials. The agreement specifically stated that Kennedy did not have 
to make any buildings or clear any ground except what he needed to 
support his own family. What Preston was really thinking about was 
having Kennedy run a ferry over the New River with Kennedy to re-
ceive half of the fares and Preston the other half. l6 What is clear is 
that Preston did very well with his business activities during the war; 
for example, in late winter 1780 he reassured his nephew, John Brown, 
Jr., whom he was helping financially to attend William and Mary Col-
lege, that he could easily assist him: 

Don't let yourself be straitned, nor suffer the thoughts of it to sit 
heavy on your mind. For what I can spare, I will send it with the 
same Pleasure as to my own Son; and believe me, I have a good 
prospect of making pretty largely out of my Distillery & other 
means this Spring. i 7 

As the Revolution ended, the major economic problem confronting 
all families in Virginia was a dramatic increase in inflation, a frequent 
subject of letters to Preston. 38 Since most of his wealth was in land 
and easily bartered crops, he probably survived these economic prob-
lems better than his poorer neighbors. 

Surveying Results 
Preston's activities as a surveyor naturally suffered during the 

last years of the war. From 1779 through 1781 the Montgomery County 
Record of Plotts shows no activity by either Preston or his assistant 
surveyors. i 9 But he received numerous inquiries about previous land 
questions arising primarily from grants given to soldiers in earlier years 
or in regard to Loyal Company land grants in Kentucky.40 In the spring 
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of 1779 the Virginia legislature enacted two laws that attempted to 
deal with past problems and to look ahead to the future for how Vir-
ginia should grant or sell its lands in the west. To settle past problems, 
the law approved all surveys made by county surveyors or their assis-
tants before January 24, 1778. This law made many people happy, for 
it certified such longstanding practices as previous headrights, trea-
sury rights, and military bounties. Preston must have been pleased 
also because, in effect, it approved the 200,000 acres already surveyed 
by the Loyal Land Company, for whom he had worked as a surveyor 
in earlier years. Other companies such as the Ohio Company, which 
had not yet surveyed their lands, lost all of their claims. All past claims 
had to be completed within one year, although this deadline was ex-
tended four times. 41 Another 1779 law reopened the Virginia land 
office and set up detailed provisions on the appointment of surveyors 
and how they were to conduct their business.42 

Almost immediately after passage of this bill, Preston began to 
get requests for settling previous land claims that had gone dormant 
during the early years of the Revolution. For example, Jefferson re-
quested that he look up land entries for Colonel Byrd's widow so that 
she could claim lands given her husband by governor's warrants. 43 

Preston also had to send individuals to Williamsburg to find the origi-
nal patents for lands at the College of William and Mary so that he 
could meet the deadlines of the new law.44 Some of the requests dealt 
with land issues in Montgomery County, but the majority revolved 
around surveys completed by Preston's surveyor in Kentucky, John 
Floyd, as part of the Loyal Land Company properties when Kentucky 
was still part of Montgomery County.45 Preston also took personal 
advantage of the law by sending his own warrants to Floyd, asking 
him to survey five separate pieces of property of five hundred acres 
each.46 The effort to honor past military warrants was so successful 
that by May 1780 no lands were left for newcomers under state war-
rants as provided by the law.47 

Preston's personal landholdings dramatically increased during the 
last years of the Revolution. It was almost as if he was deliberately 
trying to put together an inheritance for his rapidly increasing family 
at a time of declining health. Between 1779 and 1781 Preston re-
ceived grants ofland from the state amounting to 10,431 acres, most 
of it in Kentucky coming as a result of military warrants from the 
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earlier war against the French and Indians in the 1760s. Many of these 
lands were never surveyed, and later generations of his family would 
lose them because they could not get to Kentucky fast enough to claim 
them. 

He also engaged in buying and selling lands amounting to 2,035 
acres of purchases for a cost of £2,973.17 and 1,343 acres of sales for 
£1,343.48 His biggest single land acquisition during his lifetime also 
became official when he inherited Robinson's Tract on Woods River 
(now known as New River) from his father, who had died more than 
thirty years before.49 As the last year of the Revolution began in 1781, 
Preston found it necessary to prepare a codicil to his will since so 
much had changed since his previous one. The codicil, which ended 
up governing his final estate settlement two years later, focused on 
reallocating his lands, taking into consideration his new purchases 
and the increase in his family. 50 This substantial land acquisition late 
in the war was clearly done with one goal in mind. He wanted to leave 
each of his children, who now numbered eleven (Letitia was born in 
1779 and Thomas Lewis in 1781), a substantial piece of property. 51 

Preston's Extended Family 
Preston's devoted attention, not only to his own family but to his 

broader extended family, continued during the final years of the Revo-
lution. One of the nephews he showed the greatest concern for was 
John Brown, Jr., who was attending William and Mary College with 
Preston's financial help. In a series of twelve letters written to his uncle 
over an eighteen-month period, Brown shows a love, affection, and 
generosity for his uncle which illustrates the close relationship Preston 
had with many of his nieces and nephews. 52 He showed his generosity 
to his nephew in an open-ended offer for his nephew to get money 
whenever he needed help on Preston's account with John May, one of 
Preston's business colleagues who lived in Williamsburg. 51 It is also 
seen in the frequent solicitations by the nephew for advice from his 
uncle on topics such as which classes he should take and who he should 
study with. One of the classes Preston advised him to take was fenc-
ing! 54 Brown, the preacher's kid, recognized that Williamsburg posed 
some real temptations to a young person, and given the fact that 
Preston was still considering William and Mary College as a possible 
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college for his own sons, Brown's analysis must have made Preston 
think twice about such a choice: 

Vice prevails much in this place but it is of such a kind, that it 
has a tendency rather to disgust than Alure. It is by no means 
disguised under the Specious appearance of Virtue, but Open, 
Profane, & contrary to the Sentiments of a Rational Mind. upon 
this account I think the danger is not so great, & hope by Shuning 
bad company, by proper Vigilance, together with Divine Aid to 
avoid this Whirlpool into which so many sink irrecoverably. 55 

In spite of this analysis, Preston still hoped his sons could join 
Brown so "that such a parcel of swinging mountaineers would be able 
to stand their hands at a crowded Table, not overloaded, with fat roast 
beef."56 Other relatives also sought advice. For example, after nephew 
John Breckinridge was elected to the Virginia legislature in 1781, he 
mentioned his discomfort in going to a position "that I have the smallest 
Knowledge of, and which I should imagine, would require a good deal 
of Prudence and Caution." He hoped his uncle would provide him 
with any cautions that might serve as a "Guide to my Conduct."57 

Illness 
As the Revolution ended, Preston was not a well man; in a letter 

to Thomas Lewis informing him of his brother Andrew's death, it 
appears he knew he was nearing the end of his life and he turned 
philosophical in trying to comfort his friend: 

For my part I can almost cry out, "my Soul is weary of my life." 
The loss of less than half a dozen of Friends more, exclusive of 
my Family, would make me do so most heartily. Still I believe it 
to be our Duty to submit without Complaint to the Dispensa-
tions of Providence however adverse or Disturbing they may 
appear to our benighted minds .... I would add a short Prayer, 
That the God of our Fathers may prepare You & I & our 
Connexions for this certain Change from time to Eternity, and 
that we may cheerfully resign the Trouble of this World for the 
well grounded hopes of a Better. 

Preston then gave a strong clue on his own feelings about his 
prospects for living much longer. He regretfully turned down being an 
executor of Lewis's estate: 
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At an advanced Age, in a declining state of health, tied down to 
numerous helpless Family of my own, engaged for the ill fated 
Estates of two deceased Friends and their worse fated Posterity; 
I am afraid I cannot act in the Trust your good Brother and My 
Friend was pleased to repose in me. 5R 

Preston must have looked back on the years of the Revolution 
with mixed feelings. He could be satisfied about the progress made in 
his own business, land, and family affairs. But he had only been able 
to help the revolutionary cause against the Loyalists, Indians, and 
English in a very limited way. The fact that the Loyalists had not been 
able to more openly support the English in Montgomery County, in 
contrast to the large organized effort in the Carolinas and Georgia, 
was an achievement he could be proud of. And limiting the Indians to 
minor skirmishes due to the efforts put up by his militiamen relieved 
the rest of Virginia of a major defensive problem. But in an overall 
sense, he could not claim any major credit for the war's outcome. For 
the remaining eighteen months of his life, he would continue to focus 
on the same basic themes that had dominated his life during the Revo-
lution - public affairs, Indians, business, and family. 

Endnotes 
Abbreviations used in the endnotes: 

DM =Draper Manuscripts, State Historical Society of Wisconsin 
LC = Library of Congress 
LPF = Letter from Letitia Preston Floyd to Benjamin Rush Floyd 
LoV = Library of Virginia, Manuscript Division 
PP-DM = Preston Papers, Draper Manuscripts, State Historical Society of 

Wisconsin; transcription by S. C. Stuntz is available at The Filson Club, 
Louisville, Kentucky 

PP-LC= Preston Family Papers, 1727-1896, "f" series at Virginia Historical 
Society as microfilmed and catalogued by the Library of Congress 

PP-VHS = Preston Family Papers, "a" through "e" series, Virginia Historical 
Society 

RVHS-UVA = Roanoke Valley Historical Society as filmed by the University 
of Virginia 

VMHB = Virginia Magazine of History and Biography 
WMC = College of William and Mary 
WMQ =William and Mary Quarterly 
WP = William Preston 
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