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On the inauguration of The Smithfield Review: 

"Local history is the seed from which a nation's annals spring.
The isolated 'southwestern peninsula' has traditionally been the mos
overlooked sector of Virginia. Yet its past is full and rich. These ar
but some of the reasons why the appearance of The Smithfiel
Review is so exciting. It offers insights, education, and a qualitative
opportunity for preserving the history of the region west of the Blue
Ridge Mountains." - James I. Robertson, Jr., Civil War author;

Alumni Distinguished Professor of History, Virginia Tech

"As a native Southwest Virginian and adoptive West Virginian, 
I am delighted at the whole notion of The Smithfield Review. This 
new journal focusing on our history west of the Blue Ridge should 
help to bring unity to a region which needs to be studied as a whole." 

- Ken Sullivan, Director, West Virginia Humanities Council 

"For years I have gloried in the fact that I live and work in one of 
the corridors of frontier history in Southwestern Virginia. How 
pleased I am with the emergence of The Smithfield Review, whose 
mission is to chronicle the historical legacy of the New River Val-
ley." - Grace Toney Edwards, Director, Appalachian Regional Studies 

Center; Professor, Department of English, Radford University 

"After talking from time to time with the editors of this review 
over the past year, I am delighted to see their efforts come to frui-
tion. I hope this new journal about the history of the area west of
the Blue Ridge will enjoy great success." 

- John D. Wilson, President Emeritus 
Washington & Lee University 




