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Welcome t02018 Annual Report of Environmental Biotechnology & Bioenergy Laboratory (EBBL).
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The easiest part to write for this annual report is probably about WaterJAM, because our members contidue
to havea great presence and p#ormance at the 2018 WaterJAM despite Hurricane Florence For the third

year in a row, the EBBL rambers have won the first place in poster competitions ofboth Water and
Wastewater categories

In 2018, we welcome two new PhD students, one MS student, atittee visiting scholars. We also graduated two PhD
students andfour MS students Severalvisitin g scholars completed the visit and returned to their home institutions.

We have hada productive year with authoring/co -authoring 24 journal papers; one of them was featured as @over Article.
Syeed and Shigiangublishedtwo comprehensive review paperghat critically evaluated UV quenching substances in landfill
leachate andenergy consumption of bioelectrochemical systemdoth of which were published inWater Research

| was appointed as a Gé&ditor in Chief ofEnvironmentinternational (El) and the new Editor in Chief oWater Environment
ResearcfWER). El is a higkprofile multidisciplinary journal (2017 Impact Factor of 7.297)with anexpanded scope anthas
been transformed toa fully open access mode. WER is among thiel@st water/wastewater journal (established in 1928
and the only academic journal of Water Environment Federation (WEF). | was thrilled to be named a 2018 Highly Cited
Researcher byClarivate Analytics(one of only two at Virginia Tech) and gratefufor a2018 Walter L. Huber Civil Engineering
Research Prizérom American Society of Civil Engineer (ASCE)

| am excited about what we have accomplished in 2@land look forward to working with all of you in 2019!

Zhen (Jason) He
Professor
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2018 New Membersand Alumni

Kyung-Sun (Jessie) Chungjoined EBBL
as aMSstudent after completing her BSin
Civil Engineering at Arizona State
University. Sheworks on a project of using
membrane distillation to recover high
quality water from landfill leachate.

Yu Dong has completed hisMS study in

EBBL Hehas been a very active membe
of the lab and a dedicated photographe
for every event He was working on
anammox treating wastewater and plans
to become a consulting engineer.

Dr. Qingjie Hou joined EBBL as &/isiting
Scholar from Shandong University. He is |
research assistant in School of
Environmental Science and Engineering
at SDU. His research interest lies in BE
and water treatment.

Xiaojin (Jim) Li has completedhis PhD
study in EBBL and joined hé wife in
Boston. Jim helped start the anammo
researchin EBBL and published papers in
premier journals such asWater Research
and Journal of Membrane Science

Xiao Li joined EBBL as a&/isiting Student
funded by CSC. She is currently a Ph
student in Environmental Engineering at
Sun Yatsen University. Her interest is
bioelectrochemical systems for
wastewater treatment.

Shuai Luo has completedhis PhD studyin
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Tsinghua University as a Postdoctora
Research Associate. Shuai has been a ve
productive with 10 first-author journal
publications from his PhD study.

Xuejiao Ma joined EBBL as aVisiting
Sudent funded by CSC. She is currently
PhD student at China University of
Geosciences Beijing Her interest is
nutrient removal and recovery by using
electrochemical technologies.

Katherine Olso has completed her
undergraduate study atVirginia Tech, and
became a MS student at Nanjing Universit
(China). She has been a very activ
undergraduate researcherin EBBL and a
fast learner of Chinese.

Zixuan Wang joined EBBL as Direct-PhD

student after completing his BS in
Environmental Engineering at Xi'an

Jiaotong University He is working on a NSF
project of integrated photo-

bioelectrochemical systemqIPB).

Bing Xu joined EBBL as &hD student. She
completed her BS at Renmin University o
China and MS atJniversity of lllinois at
UrbanaChampaign She is working on
Anammoxdecay, anaerobic digestion, anc
membrane technology.

Daniele Cecconet has completed his visit
and returned to University of Pavia (Italy)
to complete his PhD study During his
EBBL stay, he published one firsauthor
paper about energy consumption by BES
groundwater treatment in STOTEN.

Dylan Cowell has graduated with a MS
degree and then joined Bowen Collins &
Associatesas an Environmental Engineer,
Dylan has investigated the performance o
biofiltration systems to deal with wet

Pranav Sai Shanker Sampara has
completed his MS study in EBBL and
moved to University of British Colombia as
a PhD student.Pranav studied the use of
forward osmosis to harvest algae from
wastewater treatment.

Yishuang Wang has completed MS study
She started to work as an Environmenta
Engineer at Virginia Department of Health
(VDH), Lexington Office.In EBBL, she
performed literature  analysis  of
membrane-based anammox treatment.

Siimao Wu has completedher visit and
returned to Shanghai Univergty to
complete her PhD study She was very
productive to publish three journal papers
and prepare two more manuscripts for
submission.

Nan Zhao has finished her visit and
returned to Jiangnan University to
continue her MS study Her research
results from this visit have been published
in a journal paper by Environmental
Science: Water Research & Technology

weather condition for WWTP.

Dr. Zhizhong Su, a Professor of Chemical
Engineering at Sanming University|
(China), has completed his oneyear visit
to EBBL

EBBL
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Alumni updates
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