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Plos One - Why Open Access Matters 
Most publishers own the rights to the articles in their journals. Anyone who wants to 
read the articles must pay to access them. Anyone who wants to use the articles in 
any way must obtain permission from the publisher and is often required to pay 
an additional fee. 

Although many researchers can access the journals they need via their institution and 
think that access is free, in reality it is not. The institution has often been involved in 
lengthy negotiations around the price of their site license and reuse of this content is 
limited. 

Paying for access to journals makes sense in the world of print publishing, where 
providing articles to each reader requires the production of physical copies of articles, 
but in the online world, with distribution as wide as the internet's reach, it makes 
much less sense. 

How It Works at PLOS 

PLOS applies the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license to works we publish. 
This license was developed to facilitate Open Access—namely, free immediate access 
to, and unrestricted reuse of, original works of all types. Under this license, authors 
agree to make articles legally available for reuse, without permission or fees, for virtually 
any purpose. Anyone may copy, distribute or reuse these articles, as long as the author 
and original source are properly cited. Additionally, the journal platform that PLOS uses 
to publish research articles is Open Source. 

Additional Open Access Resources 

There are many other organizations, such as SPARC (the Scholarly Publishing and 
Academic Resources Institute) and the Open Society Foundations that work tirelessly 
for progress in Open Access. You can find additional free resources to help you learn 
more or to advocate for Open Access journals at your institution. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.ambraproject.org/
http://sparcopen.org/
http://www.soros.org/
http://oad.simmons.edu/oadwiki/Main_Page
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Microbiome Journal - About 

Aims and scope 

The central purpose of Microbiome is to unite investigators conducting 
microbiome research in environmental, agricultural, and biomedical arenas. 

Topics broadly addressing the study of microbial communities, such as, microbial 
surveys, bioinformatics, meta-omics approaches and community/host interaction 
modeling will be considered for publication. Through this collection of literature 



Microbiome hopes to integrate researchers with common scientific objectives 
across a broad cross-section of sub-disciplines within microbial ecology. 

  

Additional Instructions for Authors for Microbiome 

Nomenclature of organisms: Bacterial names should be written according to the 
guidelines of the American Society for Microbiology and the Journal of 
Bacteriology. Essentially, the names of all microbial taxa (kingdom, phyla, class, 
order, family, genus, species, and subspecies) should be italicized in the 
manuscript and the figures. Do not italicize strain designations or numbers. 

Open access 

All articles published by Microbiome are made freely and permanently accessible 
online immediately upon publication, without subscription charges or registration 
barriers. Further information about open access can be found here. 

As authors of articles published in Microbiome you are the copyright holders of 
your article and have granted to any third party, in advance and in perpetuity, the 
right to use, reproduce or disseminate your article, according to the BioMed 
Central license agreement. 

For those of you who are US government employees or are prevented from 
being copyright holders for similar reasons, BioMed Central can accommodate 
non-standard copyright lines. Please contact us if further information is needed. 

Article-processing charges 

https://www.biomedcentral.com/about/open-access
https://www.biomedcentral.com/getpublished/copyright-and-license
http://www.biomedcentral.com/about/policies/license-agreement
http://www.biomedcentral.com/about/policies/license-agreement


Open access publishing is not without costs. Microbiome therefore levies an 
article-processing charge of £1870.00/$2790.00/€2290.00 for each article 
accepted for publication, plus VAT or local taxes where applicable. 

If the corresponding author's institution participates in our open access 
membership program, some or all of the publication cost may be covered (more 
details available on the membership page). We routinely waive charges for 
authors from low-income countries. For other countries, article-processing charge 
waivers or discounts are granted on a case-by-case basis to authors with 
insufficient funds. Authors can request a waiver or discount during the 
submission process. For further details, see our article-processing charge page. 

BMC provides a free open access funding support service to help authors 
discover and apply for article processing charge funding. Visit our OA funding 
and policy support page to view our list of research funders and institutions that 
provide funding for APCs, and to learn more about our email support service. 

 
 

https://www.biomedcentral.com/about/institutional-support/membership
https://www.biomedcentral.com/getpublished/article-processing-charges/open-access-waiver-fund
https://www.biomedcentral.com/getpublished/article-processing-charges
https://www.biomedcentral.com/about/oa-funding-and-policy-support
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