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(Title) Gay Pride Toulouse 2012. By Guillaume Paumier; (Bottom left, clockwise) By Tim Evanson; Marchers 
in the 2013 Twin Cities Pride parade carry rainbow flags in Minneapolis, Minnesota. By Tony Webster; 
The rainbow flag traveling west on 200 South at the back of the Utah Pride parade in Salt Lake City. By 
KinkyLipids; By Peter Salanki (Top right) Parents of a transgender child show their support for transgender 
people during the 2014 D.C. Capital Pride parade, held in Washington, D.C. on June 7, 2014. These 
individuals marched as part of a contingent representing the Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
(PFLAG) of the Lower Shenandoah, a PFLAG chapter based in Virginia. By Tim Evanson; (Middle right) 
National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights Button, 1979.
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In cities and towns across the world, yearly LGBTQ pride 
parades and festivals draw millions of participants. Initially 
controversial and even subjected to hostile crowds in 
smaller towns and cities in the first decade after Stonewall, 
today such celebrations benefit from extensive corporate 
sponsorship and the support of politicians and celebrities.

Marches on Washington in 1979, 1987, 1993, 2000, and 2009 
collectively drew nearly two million participants. Unlike 
the media shut-out of the 1979 and 1987 marches, each 
subsequent march has received major national media 
coverage.

National Coming Out Day, established to encourage 
LGBTQ people to declare their sexual orientation or gender 
identity, is celebrated on October 11 as an international 
LGBTQ holiday within LGBTQ history month. The day 
honors the empowerment of coming out to yourself, 
family, friends, and co-workers, and promotes the simple 
truth that people are more likely to support equality if 
they know someone who is LGBTQ. World AIDS Day, first 
held on December 1, 1988 to unite the fight against HIV 
and commemorate those who have died, is honored in 
hundreds of events around the world.

The economic clout and organizational skills of the LGBTQ 
community has worked to discourage discriminatory policies 
towards LGBTQ employees and patrons. The Williams 
Institute, a national LGBTQ think tank, estimates that roughly 
9 million Americans identify as LGBTQ, can be found in every 
walk of life are visible in every culture and society alive 
today and can trace their history to the beginnings of human 
civilization. 

Inspired by the success of the women’s donor network 
EMILY’s List, which succeeded in getting a female Democrat 
elected as Texas’s governor in 1990, in 1991 the Victory Fund 
formed to assist openly LGBTQ politicians gain office. Twenty 
years later, its success is evident in the hundreds openly 
LGBTQ elected officials who serve and have served in all 
levels of government.
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