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oour, asset-ou11a1ng, ana responses to 
livelihood shocks. Well-being, empow
erment and capabilities are evaluated 
1n separate questionnaires and by way 
of choice experiments with male and 
female household members. 
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•Bolivia, number two in the production worldwide

•Officially, there are 20 countries producing and 
exporting Quinoa  (2017) 

•120 countries are “testing” the introduction of Quinoa 

•China is  one of the countries that is planning to 
produce Quinoa for export

Challenges for Bolivian Quinoa 
Producers: 



The evolution of prices
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Fuente: Risi et. al. (2015), en base a: CEDLA (2013); Diagnóstico descriptivo y analítico del sector exportaciones no tradicionales y proposiciones para 
una política integral (BCB 1984); Ministerio de Industria Comercio y Turismo. Dircomex; INE.

Fuente: De 2014 a 2018, IBCE (2018)



Increase of land use (hectares)

Fuente: Risi et.al. (2015)
En base a: CEDLA (2013); Estadísticas agropecuarias 1961-1975. MACA 1976; Estudios de pronóstico agropecuario 1985. MACA 1985; Estadísticas agro-
pecuarias 1980-1990. MACA 1990; Instituto Nacional de Estadística; Ministerio de Desarrollo Rural.
Fuente: de 2014 – 2015, INE 2015
(1979: 12:000 h ; 2015: 180.000 h)

Jacobsen S-E (2011) 1980: 10.000 hs 5.000 ton; 2001: 50.000hs, 25.000 ton (quintuplicado en 20 años) 
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Increase in the volume of production (in Tons)

Fuente: Risi et.al. (2015), en base a: CEDLA (2013); Diagnóstico descriptivo y analítico del sector exportaciones no tradicionales y proposiciones para 
una política integral (BCB 1984); Ministerio de Industria Comercio y Turismo. Dircomex; INE.
Fuente: 2014 - 2015 INE 2015

Jacobsen S-E (2011) 1980: 5.000 ton; 2001:, 25.000 ton (Alejandro: ver estos datos)
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Quinoa producers in the
Bolivian Highlands
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About  14.426 families in 351 peasant 
communities 

* 80% of Bolivia’s Quinoa is produced in 
the Southern Highlands

*

* Quinoa production is carried out in 
combination with llamas/alpacas 

*Technology: largely labor intensive, 
recent introduction of capital (tractor) 

and temporary employment of labor 
*



Households have different capacities to respond and adjust to 
change as it occurs. Such differences determine the degree of 
vulnerability to social, economic and environmental change.

Thus, different livelihood strategies reflect different capacities and 
can  be examined in terms of household’s access and use of 

capitals (i.e, human, financial, social, natural, etc) 

Identifying different 
livelihood strategies and 

their imp/ ications 



• Identify and analyze livelihood strategies among 
export-led agricultural producers, focusing on:

•1. Income diversification strategies  

•2. Livelihood’s implications in terms of socio-
economic and ecological sustainability 

•3. Women’s participation 

•Methodology: Quantitative-Qualitative

Objectives: 
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There	are	five	significantly	different	livelihood	strategies	among	Quinua	producers	in	Bolivia	
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• Group I: The rich Q (17%)

• High income Quinua producers largely depend on their engagement in labor market activities outside Quinoa production 
(76% of their income comes from labor activities outside Quinoa production and less than 20% from Quinoa). They have 
become involved in Quinoa production as a result of the good prices

• Group II: The middle income (22%)

• Combine Quinoa production with labor market activities and thus depend on both sources of income almost in equal 
terms (43% of their household income comes from Quinoa and 47% comes from labor market activities outside Quinoa 
production). Group III: The typical Quinueros (the large majority)

• Group III: Lower income (47%)

• Specialized almost exclusively in the production of Quinoa. More than 80% of their household income comes from Quinoa. 
They have expanded Quinoa fields at the expense of camelids (llamas and alpacas) and have intensively specialized in the 
production and commercialization of the crop. They represent 47% of the sample.

• Group IV: The poor and “sustainable” (9%)

• Households that effectively manage to combine Quinoa production with camelids (llamas and alpacas) and thus become 
the only group that currently manages Quinoa production in the traditional and sustainable way. They represent only 9% 
of our sample

• Group V: Poor income (6%)

• The “elderly” Households that largely depend on remittances and transferences (governmental bonds). 

Five different livelihood strategies for 
Quinueros in Bolivia: 



• Livelihoods are characterized by increasing income 
diversification (Significant differences on household income 
levels)

• Trade off between socio-economic and environmental 
sustainability 

• Ecological sustainability is “costly”

• Women’s participation (empowerment? ) has increased as a 
result of greater economic opportunities provided by 
commercialization and exports 

• Collective action for accessing globalized markets can 
provide the means to achieve socio-economic, ecological 
sustainability and a space for women’s participation

Results: 



•Socio-economic sustainability reflected in: (1) 
higher income levels and (2) accumulation of 
capitals (financial, human, social) 

•Ecological sustainability: land management

•Currently:

• ecological sustainability is not profitable

(1) There is a "trade off" between socio
economic and ecological sustainability 
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•Greater participation in the production and 
commercialization processes

•Greater participation in leadership positions in 
producer’s associations 
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Participation has increased….
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Gender division of labor 
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Associations for commercialization and 
exports have become an important space for 
women's participation 
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Sovanneary Huot’s : 
“Gender and leadership in 
Agricultural Cooperatives” 
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