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WOOD FURNITURE CARE 

Care of wood furniture, not surprisingly, depends on the furni-
ture. More specifically, it depends upon the type of finish which 
is applied to the surface of the furniture to protect the wood and 
add beauty. Although the finish is probably only a few thousandths 
of an inch thick, it took a skilled craftsman many hours and steps 
to apply it. To be so thin, this finish is pretty tough and if it's 
a new piece, it may also be stain resistant. But that doesn't mean 
that it's foolproof. All wood furniture requires care •.• 

What Do I Use On My Wood Furniture? 

The instruction hangtag is your best guide for use and care of wood furniture. 
It should explain the best ways to maintain the beauty and shine of your piece of 
wood furniture. If there are no instructions, such as with an antique, you are on 
your own. Some wood furniture needs only routine dusting with a clean, soft cloth. 
But remember, the kind of finish on the wood and the amount of shine desired should 
determine the type of furniture care the product needs. 

For furniture with a high-gloss finish, use a polish or wax for regular clean-
ing that is designed to keep the shine. Furniture with a satin finish requires a 
little different polishing technique. Many consumers use the familiar polishes and 
waxes with excellent results. These polishes, however, tend to increase the gloss. 
If your goal is to maintain the original satin finish, then a cream polish especial-
ly suited for satin finish furniture should be used for cleaning. Furniture with a 
low-gloss finish required the cleaning and protection of a product that will not in-
crease the shine of the finish. Therefore, a low-luster cream polish especially de-
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signed for low gloss finishes should be used. For furniture with an oil finish, 
wax periodically with a mild detergent solution to which a few drops of mineral 
spirits or lemon juice has been added. Then apply boiled linseed oil and buff. If 
wax has been applied, remove it with a cloth dampened with mineral spirits before 
applying more oil. Whatever furniture polish or wax product you choose, for best 
results follow the directions on the product label. (See section on understanding 
furniture care products for more complete explanation.) 

What About Care Between Polishing? 

Remove dust with the dusting attachment of your vacuum cleaner or a clean lint-
free absorbent cloth. Move the dusting brush of your vacuum cleaner or your dust 
cloth in the direction of the wood grain. 

Dusting with the vacuum cleaner has the advantage of removing the dust faster 
and easier than can be done with a dust cloth. The suction action of a vacuum clean-
er picks up the dust rather than pushing it around and keeps the air within your 
home free of dust. 

On some fine wood furniture, you may prefer hand dusting to help enhance the 
furniture finish. In hand dusting, too frequent use of furniture polish or other 
dusting products can cause an undesirable film on furniture surfaces. If you wish, 
add a few drops of furniture polish or other conunerical furniture dusting product 
to the cloth to help pick up dust. 

What Kind Of Cloth Should I Use? 

THE RIGHT CLOTH is important when you dust and polish furniture. Old diapers, 
cotton kintwear or flannel cloths are good choices. Cheesecloth usually contains 
a starch sizing material and is not recommended unless it has been laundered several 
times to remove the sizing. Oiled or treated dust cloths should never be used on a 
waxed surface because oil softens the wax and the surface can become sticky or smeary. 
Other types of cloths to avoid are: coarse material, fabrics which may be sized or 
linty, old clothing that may have buttons, snaps, or trimming that might scratch the 
finish, and synthetic fabrics which will not absorb moisture. 

NEVER LEAVE A DAMP CLOTH ON A WOOD SURFACE. Whether the cloth is damp with 
water, dry-cleaning solvent or any other liquid (including furniture wax), it 
could damage the finish because the moisture will be trapped under the cloth and 
cannot evaporate. CAUTION: Dispose of polishing cloths after each use by putting 
them into trash cans outside your home. Used polishing cloths may present a fire 
hazard if stored indoors. 

GET ACQUAINTED WITH POLISH AND WAX. You have a choice of oil, cream, and clean-
ing polishes; cleaning and paste waxes; and dusting waxes. They may come in aerosol 
form, or in a tube, can or bottle. Some polishes have lemon oil added. Beeswax may 
also be an ingredient. Some cleaning and dusting waxes contain s~licone. Even though 
it does produce a higher gloss, the ingredient is very controversial. Few products 
admit on the label that they contain silicone. You're least likely to find it in 
high grade polishes. To be safe, use a polish that has no silicone for very expen-
sive furniture, on very worn surfaces, or on wood that you plan to refinish some day. 
Use only polishes reconunended for the furniture. (See section on understanding fur-
niture care products for more complete explanation.) 
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What About Cleaning Techniques? 

* Pour or spray liquid polishes on soft cloth rather than applying directly to wood. 

* Let polishes dry according to directions, then buff with a soft lintless cloth. 

* Remove wax build-up with a cloth dampened in mineral spirits. 

* Use paste wax sparingly. Wax small area at a time, then buff. 

* Wash furniture by dipping cloth in water and wringing it out before applying to 
furniture. Thoroughly dry by rubbing with a clean soft cloth. 

* Use both hands when you clean with wax. Work with the cleaning cloth in one 
hand and the polishing cloth in the other. Apply the wax and clean, then polish 
innnediately - doing a small section at a time. It's surprising how quickly even 
large areas can be done when using this method. 

CAUTION: When using polishes and/or cleaners, always experiment in a small area 
to see if the finish is sticky or soft. If it is, do not continue to use the product. 

How Can I Prevent Damaging My Wood? 

* Extremes in temperature and humidity can have adverse effects on furniture. To 
avoid this, place furniture away from heating or air conditioning registers. 

* 

* 

* 
* 

Some rubber and vinyl products can stain or cause furniture funishes to soften. 
To prevent this use a protective pad under vinyl or rubber items placed on wood 
surfaces. 

Over-exposure to sunlight produces fading and cracking of the finish. Although 
fading will occur naturally under normal conditions, keep it even by moving ac-
cessories around occasionally and by closing draperies to avoid direct sunlight. 

Using a blotting action, to thoroughly remove spills as they occur. 

Never use nail polish remover where it could spill onto wood furniture. 
gredients in this product will soften furniture finishes. 

How Can I Repair Damaged Wood?? 

The in-

If the damage is confined to the surface of the finish, simply apply paste wax, 
rubbing in well with a circular motion. This may take many applications, so change 
to a clean cloth and wipe with the grain. lf "the cracking is deep, only complete 
refinishing will remove the damage. 

SCRATCHES that have not penetrated the finish can be repaired in a number of 
ways. No matter which method you select, first remove the wax around the blemished 
area. 

* Try coloring the mark with a brown coloring crayon or a touch up stick that matches 
your finish. Fill the scratch with wax and smooth the surface with your finger. 
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Then rewax the entire surface. 

* Brown wax shoe polish can be applied in the scratch with a tooth pick. If the 
color is too dark, lighten by rubbing with naphtha. This works best on a glossy 
finish becuase the shoe polish will shine when buffed. 

* Break a nut meat such as a black walnut, pecan, or brazil nut. Rub the broken 
edge of the nut into the scratch. Rewax entire area. 

* Old iodine that has darkened with age will conceal minor scratches on dark woods 
like brown or cherry mahogany. Fresh iodine will cover scratches on red finished 
mahogany. 

Minor Burns 

Do not attempt to repair a severe burn. This kind of damage calls for complete 
refinishing, but some small burns may be disguised by following this procedure. 
First, remove the charred material with a sharp knife or razor blade. Clean the area 
with a cotton tipped stick dampened with naphtha. Then smooth with fine steel wool 
wrapped around the tip of an orange stick. This may be followed by additional smooth-
ing with extra fine sandpaper. Once the area has been prepared, fill the indention 
with "lac and stick" in a color to match the finish. Directions for using these are 
found under DENTS. You may find this coloring stick in another brand name. 

White Spots 

Work quickly to remove any spill containing alcohol. These include perftlllles, 
medicines, and beverages. If left on the finish, alcohol can cuase serious damage. 

Repair by dipping your finger in liquid or paste wax and rubbing it into the 
stain. If that fails to work, try silver polish, a paste of baking soda and water, 
moistened cigar ash, then rewax. 

White spots can also be caused by heat. To repair these, dampen a cloth with 
camphorated oil or mineral oil and rub into the stain. This may require several ap-
plications. Water marks and milk stains may also respond to this treatment. If this 
fails, however, try rubbing with ordinary table salt or a few drops of annnonia on a 
damp cloth. An application of toothpaste and a lot of rubbing may restore the color 
to the wood. 

Dents 

A moistened blotter placed over the dent and heated with the tip of a warm iron 
will cause a minor dent to disappear. Deep scratches can be filled by using wood 
filler in stick form. These can be obtained from a furniture store. Heat a knife 
blade over an electric heating unit (to prevent soot) and apply to the lac stick. 
Fill the damaged area with the melted material. Smooth the surface carefully with 
the warm knife blade, making sure not to burn the finish surrounding th.e repaired 
area. Let harden, then rewax the entire area. 
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Paint 

Fresh paint can be removed with extra fine steel wool dipped in paste wax. Rub 
gently over the paint until none remains. If the paint has dried, soak in linseed 
oil, then wipe. Use a paste of purnice stone and mineral oil on any that remains, 
then rewax the entire surface. 

Nail Polish 

Try rubbing the area with extra fine steel wool that has been dipped in paste 
wax. If the polish has seriously damaged the finish it may require complete refinish-
ing. 

Candle Wax 

Place an ice cube on the hardened wax. Then try to break loose as much as 
possible, using a dull knife blade. 

Understanding: 

PASTE WAXES 

The wax film left on furniture when a paste wax is used is relatively thick and 
hence the wood surface is protected to a significant degree from damage by spills 
and physical contacts and abrasions. The major drawback with a paste wax is that 
the wax is not easy to apply and it takes time and a good deal of rubbing to buff a 
film of wax to a high, uniform gloss. Most persons today are not willing to take 
the extra time and work that use of a paste wax requires. 

LIQUID AND CREAM POLISHES 

Liquid "lemon oil" polishes and cream polishes were developed at about the same 
time. The lemon oil polishes did not always contain lemon oil; a petroleum-based 
oil with a lemon fragrance added was often used. The cream polishes and the "lemon 
oil" polishes represented something in the way of a compromise in regard to the 
paste waxes; the oils and creams were easier to apply but did not provide the sur-
face protection afforded by paste waxes. 

Cream polishes usually consist of an oil-water emulsion. 
polishes require less rubbing and do a somewhat better job of 
"lemon oil" polishes. The gloss imparted to a wooden surface 
the "lemon oil" and cream polishes. 

Generally the cream 
cleaning than the 
is about the same for 
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SILICONE 

In the early 'SO's a new "magical" chemical, silicone, came on the market. Sili-
cone was a popular addition to a large number of products at that time, including 
furniture polishes. Silicone polishes were easy to apply and gave a long-lasting 
high gloss to wood. 

Silicone-containing polishes, however, have two major problems. First, if the 
finish on a piece of furniture is worn and the wood exposed or the surface is porous, 
the silicone polish would leave a white deposit that is very difficult, if not im-
possible to buff out. Special methods are needed to remove the deposit. 

A large number of furniture refinishing experts believed that once a silicone 
polish is applied to a piece of furniture it is virtually impossible to remove to 
permit the application of a new coating of varnish or lacquer. Subsequently, special 
techniques are necessary to remove silicone films from furniture that is to be re-
finished. 

AEROSOLS 

The majority of furniture polishes sold today are packaged in aerosol form. 
The aerosol polishes are more convenient to use since, with most, buffing is not 
necessary to obtain the maximum shine; they are, however, more costly to use than 
other polishes and waxes. Most polishes dispensed from aerosol cans now contain 
silicone. 

Aerosol furniture polishes present the added danger of a possible explosion 
hazard if the pressurized containers are exposed to heat. The safe maximum temp-
erature limit is generally stated to be 120 to 125 degrees Farenheit. An electric 
range burner that has been recently turned off and appears to be harmless because 
it no longer glows red may still be hot enough to cause a violent rupture of a 
pressurized can. Home radiators and floor registers may very often be hot enough 
to trigger an explosion. Aerosol-dispensed furniture polishes should be treated 
with respect and handled carefully. Don't ever leave one in a closed car exposed 
to the summer sun. Temperatures may go as high as 160 to 180 degrees in such circum-
stances, far beyond the danger point for an explosion. 

Many companies are conducting research on furniture polishes and cleaners. 
These findings will help companies make better products and give more usable informa-
tion on the care of wood furniture. Some tests of the properties of furniture polish-
es are: 

* 

* 

* 
* 

Ease of application - A judgment of the amount of effort required to apply the 
product and buff the surface to maximum gloss. 

Increase in gloss - panel measured before and after the application of the pro-
duct tested. 

Uniformity and transparency or clarity of buffed surface. 

Smear resistance - pressure required to produce streaks on the polished surface 
with one's finger. 



* Mar resistance - the ability of the polish to prevent damage from a glancing 
blow with an object such as a book. 
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* Film healing - the ability of the film to "heal" itself from a rubbing contact 
or a glancing blow. 

* Showing minimal effect of hot cup contact or spotting by a beverage. 

* Recovery of spotting - spotted samples are buffed to see if the spotting is read-
ily removed. 

* Cleaning - each product is tested to see how well it will remove certain connnon 
soils from the wooden test panels. 

* Gloss retention and dust attraction - the polished panels are allowed to stand 
for a period of two weeks to see how well the test panels retain their gloss and 
whether or not dust is attracted to the surface. 

CAUTION 

Read all labels carefully before using any household chemical. An increasing number 
of cleaners contain a variety of chemicals, many of which are dangerous if improper-
ly used. 

Keep all cleaners tightly covered in the original containers, out of the reach of 
children. Never mix household chemicals not specifically reconunended for use together. 
Some cleaners are flammable. 

Dry cleaning fluids are poisonous. Some are flanunable. Use in a well ventilated 
room or out of doors. 

Dispose of polishing cloths after each use by putting them into trash cans outside 
your home. Used polishing cloths may present a fire hazard if stored indoors. 


	image0001
	image0002
	image0003
	image0004
	image0005
	image0006
	image0007

