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~r.,c.iA1. Since scme farmers find it impractical to control rootknot by rotations and 
,-,~.,Jc-r1c~ .Lowing up stubble, here are some suggestions for row fumigation to control rootknot. 

Several materials may be used for the control of rootknot nematode; but only 
two, Dowfume W-40 and DD,_ have been fully tested. Ordinarily, a broadcast appli-
cation of the fumigant is more effective. However, because of the difficulty of 
application and the increased cost of the equipment and materials in the broadcast 
treatment, a row application of the fumigant will probably be more practical. It 
should give sufficient control of rootknot to newly-set plants to make a crop before 
rootknot becomes a serious problem. 

As with all soil fumigation treatments, the soil should be worked into a level 
seed bed. Moisture should be satisfactory for seed germination, and the soil tem-
perature should be between 400 F. and soo F. -

The rows should be laid off and the fertilizer distributed in the row either 
before, or immediately after, applying the fumigant, or at the same operation, 
whichever is thought to be most convenient. You can buy a gravity flow applicator 
that can be attached to a fertilizer distributor or similar implement. This attach-
ment may be so arranged that about 6 to 8 gallons of the fumigant per acre are 
placed behind a shovel plow which runs 6 t" 8 inches deep. The fumigant should be 
covered as soon as it is applied so as to seal the gas in the row. 

Wait at least one week before setting tobacco plants in the field, because the 
fumigants in concentrated form are toxic to plants and germinating seeds. If the 
temperature during this period is low {below 60° F.), or if there has been excessive 
rain, the time interval should be increased a few days. If for some reason it is 
impossible to set tobacco in these rows for a period of several weeks and grass 
and weeds become a problem, take care to disturb the treated area as little as 
possible. If cultivation brings up fresh untreated soil, the effect of the fumi-
gation treatment will be lessened. 

With proper handling, f~migation materials can be used with perfect safety. 
However, they are toxic to humans and anyone using them should remember that they 
are poisonous. To remove the chemical from the skin, wash at once with soap and 
water or kerosene. Under no circumstances let the chemical get into the eyes or 
mouth. 
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