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Reprinted March 1977 SAFE USE OF PESTICIDES 
IN THE HOME AND GARDEN 

MCDP-13 

R. H. Gruenhagen, Extension Specialist 
Chemical, Drug and Pesticide Unit 

It is almost impossible to have a pest-free home, a lovely yard or a 
beautiful flower garden without the use of pesticides. Vegetable gardens 
are plagued by many pests and must be protected also. Although good house-
keeping in the home and in outdoor living areas will go a long way toward 
controlling many pest problems, some problems remain and make it necessary 
for the homeowner to use the proper pesticide. 

Pesticides are those chemicals which have been designed to do specific 
jobs for us. But, like so many of the things that we use in our every-day 
living, they can be dangerous if they are not used properly. Proper use 
is safe use. A few simple rules will help protect you, your family, your 
pets and your plants -- and will allow you to enjoy the benefits that can 
be realized from the safe and proper use of pesticides. 

Choose the right pesticide for the job. 
There are about 70,000 registered pesti-
cide formulations on the market. Be 
sure that you buy the right one. Get 
advice from your Cooperative Extension 
Service, from qualified dealers, or from 
well-informed garden or landscape center 
operators. 

Read the label before you buy. Be sure 
that your pest problem is identified in 
the list of recommended uses. Read the 
warnings to be sure that you are buying 
the safest pesticide for the job to be 
done. 
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Read the label before you use. Be sure 
that you picked up the right container. 
How much material should you use? What 
precautions are listed? Know the first 
aid treatment in case you accidently come 
in contact with the spray or dust. Read 
the label each time you use the pesticide. 

Use the right amount. If the label 
recommends 1 tablespoon ~ use 1 table-
spoon. Overdosing is wasteful and 
dangerous. It won't kill more bugs, but 
it may injure your plants and leave an 
excessive residue on your vegetables. 

Avoid getting any pesticide near dishes, 
pots, pans, eating utensils, food or feed. 
If you are spraying outdoors, be sure to 
avoid the dog's dish. Don't get pesti-
cides in the birdbath or fish pond. 

Don't dust or spray on a windy day. 
Pesticides will drift with the wind and 
may get into the air that you or others 
breathe. A weed killer may drift into 
your neighbor's garden and ruin it ~ or 
maybe into your own garden or flower bed. 
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Don't smoke while mixing or using 
pesticides. Pesticides on your 
hands or gloves could be carried to 
your mouth on a cigarette. Also, 
some pesticides are flammable. The 
flllI!es could be ignited by a lighted 
cigar or cigarette. 

Wash your hands after mixing or 
spraying. If you get pesticides 
into your eyes, flush them with 
plenty of water and.go to a doctor 
as soon as possible. If you get 
pesticides on your skin or clothes, 
wash yourself with plenty of soap 
and water and change your clothes 
:i.mmediately. Wash clothing before 
wearing again. 

Moth balls look like candy ~ but 
they are not. They are pesticides 
and can poison a child. Keep moth 
balls and all other pesticides out 
of the reach of children, 

Dispose of empty glass or metal 
pesticide containers. Wrap them in 
paper and place in the trash can. 
If trash pick up is not available, 
bury empty containers at least 18 
inches deep. Never reuse a pesti-
cide containers. 
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Paper, cloth or cardboard containers 
may be burned unless the label warns 
against burning. Don't get near the 
smoke and never breath any of it. 
Never put aerosol cans in a fire ~ 
they will explode. 

Always keep pesticides in their 
original containers. Some left-
over spray carelessly stored in an 
empty milk or soda pop bottle could 
tempt a child and lead to tragedy. 

Store pesticides in a safe place, 
out of the reach of children and 
pets. An enclosed, locked box or 
cabinet is the best storage place. 
Never store pesticides under the 
sink or near food, feed, medicines, 
dishes or cooking and eating 
utensils. 

Know the antidote. A pesticide 
marked "Poison" will show the anti-
dote on the label. In case of 
accidental ingestion, follow the 
instructions on the label. Call 
your physician or Poison Control 
Center and read the label to them. 
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