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'Cosmo House' is a new idea of living. The people are leaving their home for different life 
purpose and setting up a temporary home in a new place in a new city. The world has already 
many cosmopolitan cities. What if there is a new housing type named 'Cosmo House'. It is not a 
permanent house to live, not so temporary living as like hotel & dorms. It is something in 
between, it must have some certain design considerations which serve the purpose of those 
new nomads. 'Cosmo House' is an experience of living where people come to live for few years 
and can engage with other people, events & experiences and such way they feel it is their new 
home away from home.

The site is in Newark downtown in New Jersey which is a perfect location for international 
students who study in nearby universities and for international professionals who commute to 
work in Manhattan & nearby areas. The thesis seeks for an experiential living system in 50000 
square feet of a lot where a complex housing mass generates from a concept. It has many 
grounds, roofs, and neighborhood blocks within the 28-story building. 'Cosmo House' has 
many small, medium & large social spaces for its many users’ group to carefully generate 
engagements among them and experiences of home. It also connects the tenants to the neigh-
boring people with shared experiences and thus makes the building an integral part of the city 
too. 

The experiences of 'Cosmo House' can be universal and adjustable depending on the context 
where it is built. A new nomad will search for a 'Cosmo House' when he moves from Newark to 
another city in this world and will always live at home. The concept of home is not restricted to 
a place where he thinks he belongs but he can carry his home from one place to another place 
and will always feel at home.
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Imagine, one is moving to a new country leaving his home behind. Once lands in a new coun-
try, he has to adapt himself in a new living condition. Very soon he gets homesick. What if, he 
could just live in a similar home as like he used to live in his country. Pactically, it is not possible 
to live in the exact same house in a completely different contextual condition. One can not live 
a house like Saudi Arabia in cold weather like New York City. But maybe he can expect a house 
which can make himself feel home. Human should not adjust himself, rather home should 
adapt to the need for Human.

A cosmo-house is the concept of new housing typology which accommodates the needs of this 
neo-nomad in a new city. Their scale can be changed depending on the contexts of different 
cosmo-cities. But the idea is same the cosmo-house is for the cosmo-people where certain 
programs of a building are present. It is diversified living by diversified demographic who start 
to live here for a temporary period but can engage in many interactions and experiences. When 
there are interactions, experiences, memories are created there. The new memory should help 
the neo-nomad people to feel the cosmo-house as their home away from home. Who once 
lives in a cosmo-house carries the concept of home. If he moves to a new cosmo-house to a 
new city, he actually carries his home with him. He will be always in his home any part of the 
world in a cosmo-house.
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COSMO LIVING

Extensive globalization has brought many changes around the world including changing demo-
graphics in the large cities. The word cos·mo·pol·i·tan means including and containing people 
from many different countries. Cosmopolitan is quite different from metropolitan, and it refers to 
a sense of harmony between a large population of diverse ethnic and cultural backgrounds. A 
cosmopolitan city is one where a multitude of cultures is represented. These major cities are 
spread throughout the world. The world has now Dubai, Singapore, New York, Los Angeles, Mel-
bourne, Paris, London, Amsterdam, and many cosmopolitan cities.

Nowadays people move from one city to another city for many purposes, mostly work, business 
or study. Thus many cities in the world now have to habitat people from many demographics and 
cultures. Those cities become cosmopolitan. In a cosmopolitan city, often we find there are areas 
inhabited by people from certain demographics and culture. For example, we see China Town, 
Little Italy, Latin, Indian, Arab, Jews and many small neighborhoods in a city. People come to a 
new city intend to live in that certain neighborhood to feel like home. 

COSMO HOUSE02

Some of the most cosmopolitan cities around the world
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The idea of my thesis has come from my personal experiences after I move to the USA from my 
home country Bangladesh. I moved from my birthplace Dhaka to the state of New Jersey first. 
Started living in a suburban housing community for one year and after a year I found I did not 
have much opportunity to interact and experience events because of lack of common grounds 
and overly dependence on cars. I felt isolated and was missing my typical spontaneous life back 
home. On the other hand, there are some areas in New York where I found Bangladeshi neighbor-
hood but people there are too involved with their own people. People living in a cultural island 
lack the opportunity to mix with the greater community and other cultures. That has a negative 
impact too, as over the time people feel isolated beyond their threshold.

I realized one of the better ways to live away from home is living with people with the same 
culture but living simultaneously with other cultures. In that way, one feels as like home and also 
can broaden their idea of home.

COSMO HOUSE04

I have lived in the apartment building designed by Meis van der Rohe where I met another Bangla-
deshi family after a year. Unfortunately, we never met in common lobby where we pass maximum 10 
minutes a day. I believe if an apartment complex can offer more common spaces where residents can 
spend more time, the chance of interaction increases too.
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COSMO PEOPLE

Many countries has different reasons to get migrated by people around the world. If we see the num-
bers, we can see curently around 2 millions of people come per year to the USA with non-immigrant 
visas. That means they enter here for some temporary reasons to stay here temporarily. According to 
the statistics, among those people around 770,000 people come to the USA as international students 
or exchange scholars. Besides, around 820,000 people come as temporary workers and exchange 
workers. With those students and workers, around 200,000 people come as dependant as spouse and 
child.

This huge demography of non-immigrant people has variance in there living styles and capacity. For 
example, I came to the USA with a dependant visa with my wife who had a student visa. My visa 
requires me not to engage with any work. So, I could not capitalize on my previous skills and experi-
ences here because I was not allowed to work that can get monetized. Thus being an educated and 
skilled professional, I had to waste my valuable 2 years just living idly here in New Jersey. Even, the 
students are required to work only on-campus in most cases. They get 1 to 3 years of work authoriza-
tion after completion of a degree. Like this, people with work visa can not change profession as 
random. They have to go through certain procedures and they also have limitation in duration and so 
on.

COSMO HOUSE06

There are more than 20 major categories of nonimmigrant visas, covering different reasons for travel. 
The five most common types are business travel/tourist visas (B-1, B-2), student visas (F-1, M-1), 
exchange visitor visas (J-1), crew member/transit visas (C-1/D) and specialty worker visas (H-1B).

Taking into consideration, the most significant visa categories we find workers, students, entrepre-
neurs, investors, athletes, and artists. Workers come here for an initial 3 years and can extend to anoth-
er 3 years. Students come here for the duration of study of the course and can extend their stay by 
obtaining work authorization for 1 to 3 years. Entrepreneurs come for 2 years to live up to 3 years. 
Investors get a 1-year initial visa and then can stay another 2 years on condition. Athletes can stay for 
an initial four years then extend to another 5 years. Artists can stay for one year. So the overall scenario 
is most of the people who come to the USA with a temporary visa can stay 3 years on average.

So, if we look into the number, 2 million people per year come to the USA and plan to live in this land 
for 2-5 years, then we must consider the fact is quite significant. We need to give importance to these 
people and how they should live here for the time being. They all leave their home country for some 
purpose and they deserve to live here as a homely environment and they should be able to make their 
time and energy count as purposeful. 
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THE CONCEPT

The idea of this thesis is imagining a cosmopolitan house in a cosmopolitan setting. Let us agree on 
Newark, the city in the state of New Jersey is another city with people from different demographics 
and in such setting, we need to imagine the idea of the cosmopolitan house. What we call 
cosmo-house. We can not create a cosmopolitan city in years but we can create a smaller version of the 
city, maybe a neighborhood, or most possibly a house that requires only a lot and a building.

The world is increasingly having a new kind of people. They are called neo-nomad, they are modern 
people but they have to move to one place to another place for different reasons. These neo-nomad 
people usually chose cosmopolitan cities to start living in a new country. What if, now they also have 
an option to live in a cosmopolitan housing. The house offers diversified people, culture and experi-
ences and fulfills their specific requirements. Someone lands in a new city and now going to search 
‘cosmo house near me’  instead of ‘hotel/dorm/house for rent near me’.

Like other specialized housing like elderly housing or cohousing, cosmo house must have some func-
tional features which will satisfy the needs of this cosmo-people for the time being they are living here.

COSMO HOUSE10

Newark in the state of New Jersey is the city which is a very good place to live for both the profession-
als and the students. It is just 30-minute commuting distance from Manhattan, NY which can offer a 
vast amount of people to live here. It has also a university area consists of New Jersey Institute of Tech-
nology, Rutgers University, and Essex County College in walking distances and thus it is an area for the 
students to live too. 

THE PLACE

The city of Newark has the many masterplans going on by Newark Planning Office. One is Newark’s 
river (the Passaic river) public access and redevelopment plan. According to that plan, there will be 
planned redevelopment across the Passaic river which will ensure public access along the river. The 
buildings will be allowed to go up to 30 stories and mixed-use developments are permitted. This plan 
will open up for the possibility of huge development in this area. It has already started with many 20 
stories plus building projects.

The site has been chosen from possible 4 development-able vacant lots. Number 1 site annotated in 
next page is the site which is in a very prime location, just 2-minute walk to the NJPAC light rail station 
and 10-minute walk to Newark Penn Station with the connection to the major road and most impor-
tantly the Passaic River. The site is just across New Jersey Performing Art Center and close to Prudential 
Center, NY Redbulls stadium, Military Park, Newark Museum and other important establishments.
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Newark’s river : Public acces and redevelopment plan (orange outline) and surrounding establishments
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The project’s site is a lot of 56,058 square feet with different setbacks on different sides. 0’-0” setback is 
on an active street, 6’-0” a setback is in general, 3’-0” a setback is on the side and 20’-0” a setback is on 
the back. Building height has a limit of 30 stories or 360’-0”. The maximum area after a setback is 50,657 
square feet. Maximum buildable area is 1.519,710 square feet. Estimated unit numbers in the project 
are around 500.

The site has many major and minor place of interests around it. Many development projects are 
already going on. This is going to be another addition to this development zone, and a new identity to 
the city of Newark, NJ.

COSMO HOUSE14

The Site
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The site is the corner lot of 75’ Center Street and 85‘ Mulberry Street and has direct access to the 120’ 
wide McCarter Highway. A light rail route goes just adjacent to the east of lot line. The site has the 
public access to the Passaic River to it’s east.

COSMO HOUSE16

Analyzing buildings typology of uses, we can find the surrounding neighborhood is a mix of commer-
cial, residential, mixed-use, hotel, federal buildings, theater or stadium, church or religious, transporta-
tion hub, parking garages and open spaces as a park.

The diverse use of buildings in a neighborhood usually gives us the idea of putting diverse activity in 
one space. For example, if a neighborhood is a horizontal scale, a building with diverse functions is the 
vertical scale. What if, we get residential, commercial, retail, theater, parking, garden in a vertical form, 
within one complex building.
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SITE PLAN

The site is a corner plot surrounded by streets on 3 sides. The McCarter highway is the busiest 
among them. And the site is the corner lot of Center Street and Mulberry Street. Passaic river is 
to the east within walking distance. It has a light rail route parallel to lot’s south-east lot line.

The cosmo-house has a gallery as a public program on the first floor. The entry to the gallery is 
just opposite to the NJPAC so visitors coming for NJPAC can also stop by its gallery. The gallery 
is designed to accommodate international artworks which signifies the project itself by 
displaying cosmo-arts for the residents and the visitors around the neighborhood and from 
distance.

It has two other residents entries, one is to the north-east corner and other is from the Mulbery 
Street. Vehicular and service entry is from Mulberry Street to the rear of the lot. It has two base-
ments to accommodate around 170 cars.
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LEVEL 2 PLAN

Level 2 is designed as an uplifted ground which also acts as the roof of the base. The north-east 
corner is connected to the street for the public who are not even residents to connect with the 
cosmo-house. There are events which will bring neighborhood people to come to enter the 
building for the movie screening, or even for the marketplace where residents of cosmo-house 
can display their culinary, art and crafts skills or even sell & buy used products. In this way, 
residents who do not have an option to work outside, or even students or young couple who 
have just moved in can buy furniture from who are just going to move out. This is the physical 
marketplace like how craigslist works.

In the center, there is the heart house, the courtyard. It is the place for kids to play, surrounded 
by common ammenities like library, mart, cafe, play area and so on. This is the place where 
diferent group of residents get the chance to meet  a new neighbor. The more common places 
there are, the chance of interaction increase to create new experiences and to new memories.

LEVEL 5 PLAN

Level 5 is the ground floor of a modular architecture which consists of 3 floors. 5th-8th and 
9th-11th floor are a module which is described better in a detail section later. This courtyard 
centric living units are designed as the double-loaded corridor in some places where the corri-
dor becomes single loaded at some places which gives the experience of a fluid street. Imagine 
a 10’ by 30’ volume which acts like an alley within the module where units are faced towards the 
alley. Some are studio apartments, some are 1-bedroom apartments when some are like row 
houses all facing towards the alley. 

There are few open spaces on every floor to accommodate common functions, with different 
height so those functions can be connected via different levels too. For example, level 5 has a 
pot luck area where residents from that floor or even other groups of people can use it as a 
party area or pot luck events. In a way, they can exchange different culinary experiences.
 
Those 3 floors are connected within them and also every floor is connected to a stair system 
which can lead to the center courtyard at level 2. 
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LEVEL 6 PLAN

Level 6 is kind of 2nd floor of the 3-floors module which is connected by stairs to level 5. Most 
of the exterior side units are duplex which has the entry from level 6. This floor they have ladies 
area and the visual connection to the level 5’s sports screening area. Apart from a few large 
common areas, this cosmo-house has many small common spaces which can create interac-
tion between a couple of floors. This is kind of small alley scale while big spaces like the central 
courtyard or roofs are neighborhood scale.

LEVEL 7 PLAN

Level 7 is the roof of the 3-floors module. Within the units, few units are left open for creating 
common spaces which also can bring light and controlled air inside the module, into the 
designed alley. In level 7, units are barely connected because most of them are 2nd floor of 
the duplex units which start from level 6.
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LEVEL13 PLAN

This is a typical floor condition which explains both student block and tower block. Student 
block is mostly dorm-style units with two-bedrooms with shared living area. They have large 
scales common areas such as the library, workspaces and party space which connects different 
floors ensuring much physical and visual connectivity inside the building. The tower block has 
mostly typical units with courtyard facing balconies in half of the units. Both the towers get 
tapered upward to ensure more light inside the courtyard. The two masses facing each other 
have balconies in an algorithm which create elevations for the city scale.

LEVEL 11 PLAN

Level 11 is the intersection of buildings 3 masses. It is the roof of the perimeter block. There 
starts the slab block which is designed for the student residents and the tower block designed 
for the mostly professional people who may want little isolation from much interactions. But all 
the residents can another option to interact with people other than central courtyard here in 
level 11. There are swimming pool, play area for students, a cafe, racquetball court and a gym-
nasium. At the corner it has a garden for community gardenning and possible bar-b-q.
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BLOW UP SECTION

SECTION DETAIL OF 3-FLOOR MODULE

This section was conceived in this cosmo-house to inject the experience of street living. Many 
cultures have this idea of living connected to the street.  the 10’ x 30’ volume creates the alley 
experience where units are entered through that alley. It has the empty units as like empty lot 
for common functions. It has a rooftop terrace which can also ensure light and controlled venti-
lation inside the alley. Living within one of the units in the sectional module will give the experi-
ence of more interaction and memory. The residents have common spaces from small scale to 
medium-scale to a large-scale.
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THE SECTION

This section is the heart of this cosmo-house. It tells every detail stories. Parking in the base-
ment is the basic service. Entry to the art gallery from the street and entry to level 2 to the mar-
ketplace via a ramp and stair ensure public engagement with the building. When neighboring 
people visit this cosmo-house quite frequently for purposes, it becomes a landmark for the 
neighborhood, it becomes the iconic architecture of the city of Newark.

This section is the heart of this cosmo-house. It tells every detail stories. Parking in the base-
ment is the basic service. Entry to the art gallery from the street and entry to level 2 to the mar-
ketplace via a ramp and stair ensure public engagement with the building. When neighboring 
people visit this cosmo-house quite frequently for purposes, it becomes a landmark for the 
neighborhood, it becomes the iconic architecture of the city of Newark.

The form, sections, and layout of the cosmo-house were done in a complex way so it can serve 
many needs of cosmo people. Common spaces are there in a way that can be adapted based on 
the needs or demography of the building change. Residents may have the freedom to modify 
those spaces, may change color or add motifs from their interests and culture so that those 
spaces become more personal. The more residents involve with the place where they live, it 
gets more memorable, more experiential. The more people have memories of a place, the place 
becomes home to them.
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SOUTH ELEVATION  

EAST ELEVATION        
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NORTH ELEVATION        SCALE 3/64”=1’-0”

NORTH ELEVATION       

NORTH ELEVATION        SCALE 3/64”=1’-0”

NORTH ELEVATION       

ELEVATIONS
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THE EXPERIENCE

The experience of cosmo-house is shown through the story of 3 groups of residents. The 
students, single professional or couple and the family with kids. Next few pages those stories 
are shown from uni plan, the space syntax diagram and expected images of different common 
spaces while stories are created and memoeries are made.

Students have different types of dwelling units to choose from based on necessity of individual 
student. They have common spaces like library, workspace and also party space for weekend 
fun. From their block they can go to level 11 where there are more large scale amenities like play 
area, pool, gymnasium and a lot. They can also explore other part of the cosmo-house as 
students are supposed to explore within a neighborhood. Students can jon karate or dance 
classes, they can go to the marketplace, the restaurant and the grocery.

COSMO HOUSE52 MOHAMMAD MAZHARUL HAQUE 53

The single professional or the couple can choose from different unit types from the tower where 
they have city view and manhattan view units.Manhattan view or courtyard facing units have 
balconies to visually connected within the courtyard and to the opposite side of the block upto 
certain level. They have small lounge spaces in every floor and few larger lounges in certain 
floors. They have a big party space on top floor which other residents can also use for large 
partys. Space syntax diagram shows their circulation path to different spaces they need to go.

Couple with kids are expected to live in lower floors in perimeter block. Those 3-floor modules 
have small kids play area where kids can play. For larger group of kids there are center courtyard 
and rooftop garden. Center courtyard surrounded by many amenities which are needed for the 
residents. For example, small mart, restaurant, laundry, player room, even classroom for 
language training or important seminar on tax or immigration etc.

Overall, the cosmo-house also provides couple of spaces which are open to the public. For 
example, a road side garden where movies are screened which is connected to the the market-
place for the residents.
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LEVEL 13

STUDENT
-SHARED LIVING
-LIBRARY
-WORKSPACE
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_FITNESS
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-BUDGET SHOPPING
-YOGA/KARATE/DANCE
-SPORTS
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UNIT INTERIOR1

2 HALLWAY & CONNECTED WITH LIBRARY & WORKSPACE
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3

LEVEL 13

SINGLE PROFESSIONA/ YOUNG COUPLE
-QUIET LIVING
-POTLUCK/PARTY
-SPORTS
-CAFE
-SHOPPING
-ART
-FITNESS
-GARDENNING
-SOCIALIZING
-WORKSPACE
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3 UNIT INTERIOR

4 STREET LIKE CORRIDOR

MOHAMMAD MAZHARUL HAQUE 59



5

LEVEL 6+7

COUPLE WITH KID
-KID FRIENDLY
-DAY CARE
-SHOPPING
-MOVIE
-ART
-POTLUCK/PARTY
-GARDENNING
-CAFE
-LEARNING NEW SKILLS
-KIDS PLAY AREA
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5 UNIT INTERIOR

6 POTLUCK/ PARTY SPACE
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8 COMMUNITY GARDEN
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10 ROOF IS THE NEW GROUND
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11 COURTYARD IS THE HEART
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12 ENGAGING NEIGHBOR: OPEN THEATER,
COSMO-MARKETPLACE
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INFERENCE

Architects should work on new problems and new solutions. Cosmo-House in one of the idea of 
soving a probelm which has not been addressed in that way. Those milions of new-nomad people 
who leave their home country to live in a complete new context. They leave their family, they leave 
their home and hence they leave their memomrarble lives and experience. We can see senior citizen 
housing for senior citizens, affordable housing for low income people; so in a way cosmo-house for 
cosmo-people. When there are user groups, there are needs for something; then rather making them 
adjusted to an existing situation, work towards a new situation to serve those needs, to serve those 
users.

While designing an architecture, it is important to understand the user groups, their needs and their 
timeline around those needs. When the architect can have a good understanding of those matters, it 
becomes easier to find a good solution. Architecture should not be top-down, rather it should be 
bottom-up. It should grow from the root of the problem.

Cosmo-house in Newark, NJ is the first idea of such house. It should respect the context of Newark, it 
might act as a landmark, even an iconic architecture of the city. But most importantly it should carry 
those ingredients of cosmo-house and it should also express its cosmopolitan nature to the neighbor-
hood. The overall experience makes it a perfect cosmo-house
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Cosmo-house is a universal idea of living. It varies from city to city, context to context. But it should have 
some certain features in it. It should have a place for interaction, spaces to accommodate certain needs 
of cosmo-people in certain countries. For a big city, it could be a house of 500 units. On the other side, 
it can be even a house of 50 units. But the core concept should be similar to other cosmo-house.

Let’s think of it is a hotel of the same franchise. A regular visitor of a certain hotel brand should expect 
some standard of services throughout other hotels of that bran. Cosmo-house is similar. A resident of a 
cosmo-house should expect more or less similar possibilities of interaction and experiences while 
moving into another cosmo-house in another country.

As an architect, I expect to see cosmo-house is another form of living as like hotel, dorm, Airbnb. One 
day neo-nomad will land in a new city and search ‘cosmo house near me’ to start a new life in a new 
home away from home.
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