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Abstract 

 

On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared the novel coronavirus 

disease (COVID-19) a global pandemic. Starting in December 2019 from China, the first cases 

were officially announced on February 19 in Qom city, Iran. As of April 3, 2020, 206 countries 

have reported a total of 932166 cases with 46764 deaths. Along with China, USA, Italy, Spain, 

and Germany, Iran has been suffering the hardest burden of COVID-19 outbreak. Worse still, 

countries like Iran are struggling with the double burden of political sanctions to provide 

lifesaving medical equipment and medicines to combat the emergency. 

 

Summary 

 

Iran’s success in controlling this crisis depends on the extent of applying the whole-government 

and whole-society approach in formulation, implementation and evaluation of involved policies. 

Indeed, the pillars of universal health coverage through efficient use of the extensive PHC network 

and appropriate application of information infrastructure and surveillance systems, are essential 

for better management of the current pandemic, as well as rebuilding the health system after the 

crisis. As the virus is rapidly capturing the entire world with almost one million infected and nearly 

50 000 casualties in over 200 countries, the need for the highest political support in all countries 

to manage the crisis and go through the upcoming transitional period is clear. Iran has made many 

efforts to defeat the outbreak, but more coherent, timely and efficient action is required, now more 

than ever, to save lives and slow the spread of this pandemic, particularly among the most 

vulnerable people. 


