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Abstract 

 

In a short span, a novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) has captured global consciousness by 

significantly affecting the day-to-day life of humans and emerged as a public health emergency. 

Undoubtedly, it indicates that lessons learnt from the past epidemics of coronaviruses such as the 

Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), 

had not enough and thus left us ill-prepared to deal with the challenges that COV-ID-19 

pandemic is currently posing. Currently, as a global pandemic, COVID-19 poses major 

challenges and thus forcing the entire world to lockdown. However, the disease has prepared 

humankind in facing such outbreaks at present as well as in the future. Besides, it has also taught 

numerous lessons that are worth considering and implementing to make the world a better 

reality. 

 

Summary 

 

This unexpected catastrophe is compelling the health care sectors in tackling the situations. 

Preparation is a key, and it should be a major lesson to be learned from COVID-19. Hospitals in 

the USA are implementing disaster readiness and justin-case scenario plans, as hospitals will 

not be notified in advance by a possible COVID-19 case. Also, they are stocking up on equipment 

and personal protective supplies, including gowns, eye protection and masks. While the risk of 

COVID-19 to the public is on the rise day-by-day, hospitals are not taking chances and are doing 

drills for worst-case scenarios. Thus, they are getting ready by setting up quarantine 

centers, preparing for the extra beds in accommodating the patients, facilitating for infection 

control, ordering more medical supplies in advance, and organizing cross-departmental emergency 

response committees. China has built two hospitals that have around 30 intensive care units and 

hundreds of beds in a span of few days to combat the fast-spread of the virus; it would be a prime 

example that is worth mentioning. However, this is not the case in certain countries, especially the 

UK, where there is a shortage of general practitioners and hospitals are underequipped. 
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Furthermore, the UK also lacks enough beds and personal protective equipment for health care 

staff while dealing with the patients during this crisis.  

 

In a nutshell, this pandemic has reiterated the importance of a saying “prevention is better than 

cure” and has psychologically prepared mankind to battle and combat this pandemic. It has also 

revealed weak points in how we think about health and prepare for the disease. Coronavirus is not. 

only a curse, but also a chance to improve our facilities and health care infrastructure and, above 

all, to learn how to be more ready for the next emergency crises. 


