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Hello, IPM Friends and
Collaborators...

Welcome to the March 2018 newsletter from the Feed
the Future Innovation Lab for Integrated Pest
Management! We have much to update you on since
last season, and we are happy to share our most recent
projects, highlights, and newsworthy moments. In this
issue, we'll journey to Cambodia, Nepal, D.C. and

The USAID-funded Feed the
Future Innovation Lab for
Integrated Pest Management at
Virginia Tech raises the standard
of living of people in developing
countries by working with them to
develop the best solutions to the
agricultural challenges they face.
In addition to reducing damage
caused by pests and diseases,
the program also deals with
issues such as gender, health,
nutrition, equitable use of
resources, and agricultural
education.
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elsewhere, to meet with collaborators and leaders of
Innovation Labs across the country. We will discuss the
eradication of the invasive weed Parthenium in a piece
that was picked up by a Blacksburg news station. We
will celebrate Women's month with interviews from some
of our scientists, we'll feature an IPM IL-led Trichoderma
webinar, and celebrate our successful risk assessment
of the Fall Armyworm in Egypt. We will look ahead to
conferences in Baltimore. Switzerland, and other spaces
around the world. We will take you on a tour of all-things
IPM, agriculture, and beyond. Thank you for joining us.
Happy reading to you all!

In the News

The hills of eastern Ethiopia are the scene of a
partnership between Virginia’s two land-grant
universities that aims to rid rural communities of a noxious
and sometimes deadly pest.
With help from the Virginia Tech-led Feed the Future
Innovation Lab for Integrated Pest Management,
researchers from Virginia Tech and Virginia State
University are working to eradicate parthenium
hysterophorus, an aggressively invasive plant native to
Central America now found on Australian, Asian, and
African continents.

Read Full Story >

March is Women's History Month

https://vtnews.vt.edu/articles/2018/01/outreach-partheniumVSU.html


March is Women's History Month and March 8 is
International Women's Day! Join us in celebrating three
women scientists who work for the IPM Innovation Lab
by reading their interviews about the projects they work
on and the power of agricultural inclusivity.

Read Full Story >

Project Updates
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Members of the IPM Innovation Lab Management
Entity team, Muni Muniappan, Amer Fayad, and
Short Heinrichs, participated in a review of
progress made by the graduate students at
Tribhuvan University and Agriculture and Forestry
University in Nepal on January 29, 2018,
organized by Dr. Pramod Jha and Dr. Mohan
Sivakoti from the Botany Department of Tribhuvan
University. On January 30, 2018, the team met
with Dr. Pramod Jha and Dr. Krishna Prasad
Poudel, Department of Geography at the
Tribhuvan University, and planned revisions of the
Climate Change and Biodiversity project.
Innovation Lab team members George Norton, Ed
Rajotte, Cristina Rosa, Megan O’Rourke, and
Jonathan Jacobs of the Vegetable and Mango
IPM for Asia project traveled to Nepal, Bangladesh
and Cambodia from January 31st to February 10th

for review of FY 2017 work and plan for FY 2018.
Amer Fayad and Short Heinrichs and Lawrence
Datnoff, Chair of the Technical Advisory
Committee, joined the team. In Nepal Amer Fayad
reviewed the Vegetable Crops and Mango IPM
project, discussed work-plans for IPM IL
collaborators, met with community-based
facilitators and agrovets to follow up on the
technology transfer efforts, and visited field sites in
Nepalgung, Banke. Discussion focused on IPM
packages for high value crops, especially the
tomato as Tuta absoluta continues to pose a
threat, in addition to chili, bittergourd, and French
bean and the team. In Bangladesh, at the
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute (BARI) in
Gazipur, representatives from NGOs discussed
IPM packages for tomato, eggplant, cucurbits, and
mango. In Cambodia, the team reviewed progress
at the Royal University of Agriculture in Phnom
Penh, the discussion focusing on IPM packages



for cucumber and longbean, Trichoderma, and
grafting for resistance to bacterial wilt disease.
Co-hosted by Catholic Relief Services and USAID,
the IPM IL team attended a convening session on
the Fall Armyworm (FAW) in Africa in Washington,
D.C. on February 7, 2018. The meeting brought
together stakeholders from multiple sectors to
review the status of the FAW crisis, establish a
more coordinated approach, and advance an
action plan based on best practices to catalyze
opportunities and solutions for farmers in Africa. At
the meeting, Jaspreet Sidhu, a research
associate for IPM IL, presented on the monitoring
and scouting of FAW, while Muni Muniappan,
Director of IPM IL, presented on the potential of
biological control of FAW in Africa.  
The IPM Innovation Lab has received FY
2018 allocation from USAID, excluding funding for
Ethiopia and Cambodia. 

Recent Highlights and
Happenings 



IPM Innovation Lab Publishes FY 2017 Annual
Report 
For the months of October 2016 to April 2017, the IPM
Innovation Lab published an Annual Report on recent
progress and projects.

IPM Innovation Lab Publishes Successful Risk
Assessment of the Fall Armyworm in Egypt
The Fall Armyworm (FAW), Spodoptera frugiperda, is a
polyphagous pest native to the tropics of North and
South America that affects all stages of plant
development and is difficult to control. For Egypt, the IPM
Innovation Lab (in collaboration with others including the
Biocomplexity Institute) developed an in-depth pest risk
assessment of the invasive pest. The report assesses
the likelihood of entry, the likelihood of establishment
upon arrival, the spread of a pest or disease within the
country, an estimate of the possible impact, the
resources available to tackle the pest, and a roadmap for
its management. Additionally, the report evaluates
potential yield loss and recommendations to reduce
adverse effects on human or animal health and
biodiversity arising from the use of toxic pesticides to
mitigate the pest.

Trichoderma Webinar 

https://ipmil.oired.vt.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/5-Annual-Report-FY-2017-October-2016-September-2017.pdf
https://ipmil.oired.vt.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Egypt-FAW-Risk-Assessment-12-14-17-1.pdf
https://ipmil.oired.vt.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Egypt-FAW-Risk-Assessment-12-14-17-1.pdf


The IPM IL hosted a free webinar titled "Trichoderma in
Integrated Pest Management" on February 28, 2018.
Presenters included Dr. S. Nakkeeran of Tamil Nadu
Agricultural University, Dr. Yousuf Mian, an IPM Innovation
Lab Coordinator in Bangladesh, and Mr. Rabin Adhikari,
Managing Director of Agricare, Nepal. The presenters
introduced how Trichoderma, a fighting fungus, is used
in IPM packages, its antifungal properties, its extraction
process, and the potential economic opportunities it
gives to farmers and entrepreneurs. 

IPM Innovation Lab Publishes Three-Year
Booklet
To compile and celebrate IPM IL's major events,
successes, and project progress, the IPM IL team has
published a Three-year Booklet, which can be found
here. Some of the highlights include two biological
agents being released in Ethiopia to help control the
invasive weed Parthenium, the identification of the cause
of a syndrome making longan trees non-productive in
Vietnam, and the extensive list of workshops the team
has held across the globe on Tuta absoluta, the invasive
tomato pest.

Laouali Amadou Visits Virginia Tech
Laouali Amadou, a Ph.D. student from the University of
Maradi in Niger studying Entomology, visited the IPM IL
team for a month-long stay. Amadou has visited Virginia
Tech before to work closely with Muni Muniappan as well
as improve his English-speaking skills. Amadou, whose
research is funded by the Sorghum and Millet Innovation
Lab, is the 2017 recipient of the BIFAD Award for
Scientific Excellence for students. His work, which is
estimated to bring millions in economic benefits to Niger,
focuses on finding biological controls of the pearl millet
head miner, a devastating pest. When Amadou finishes
his thesis, he will become Niger's eighth entomologist.

OIRED Becomes CIRED in March 8th Launch
IPM IL is housed in what used to be the Office of
International Research, Education, and Development,
which was re-launched as the Center for International
Research, Education, and Development on March 8th,
2018. The new name indicates a shift in vision: to be
central to strategic approaches and practical models for
international engagement that positions Virginia Tech as a
pre-eminent global land-grant university. While IPM IL's
goals remain the same, the launch of the new name of
its home will further reinforce its mission to raise the
standard of living in developing countries.

Feed the Future Newsletter: Two Sides of the
Same Leaf: Controlling Pests in Cambodia
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In the latest Feed the Future Newsletter, IPM IL is
featured for using biological controls to diminish
crop pests, specifically for work using Trichoderma, a
naturally occurring fungus, to fight fungal diseases. IPM IL
has been integral in education of the fungus as well as
developing ways to disperse it through local
entrepreneurs.

Agrilinks: Using Integrated Pest Management
to Reduce Pesticide and Increase Food Safety 
Agrilinks chose the theme of Food Safety for the Month
of March. Read the piece IPM IL published that focuses
on reducing the use of pesticides to make food safer to
eat.

VT News: Countries Get Heads Up About
Tomato Leafminer Invasion Thanks to Virginia
Tech 
IPM IL and the Biocomplexity Institute at Virginia Tech
paired up to develop one-of-a-kind modeling that tracks
the invasive tomato leaf miner along trucking routes and
domestic markets.

What People Are Talking About

Here are some of the recent trending headlines that
IPMers and Feed the Future fans are talking about.
 
More Crops, Better Lives
In many countries around the world, there has been a
major decline in agrobiodiversity. Consuming varieties of
crops fills humans with necessary nutrients to thrive,
while it also ensures stable food systems and enables
those necessary genetic traits in crops we so value.     
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Science vs. People
Ecological and social crises are linked. Read the interview
with physicist and activist Vandana Shiva to read her
perspective. 

Toxic Pesticides Continue to Cause Harm
In India, hundreds of deaths have been reported in the
last several years from pesticide poisoning. Read about
the reactions people are having to the toll.

A Look Ahead

Mark your calendars, there’s a lot to look forward to!

International IPM Symposium: Improving Health,
Environment, and Global Sustainability 
March 19-22, 2018, in Baltimore, Maryland

Women and Gender in International Development
Discussion Series
April 19, 2018, Newman Library, VA Tech

International Congress of Plant Pathology (ICPP) 2018:
Plant Health in a Global Economy 
July 29-August 3, 2018, in Boston, Massachusetts

First International Conference on Biological Control 
September 27-29, 2018, in Bengaluru, India

XVth International Symposium on Biological Control of
Weeds
August 26-31, 2018, in Engelberg, Switzerland
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Read more on the IPM website >>
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