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11, Bcief Descriction of Gounty Ormusisations

Miss Mary Virginia Fletecher, home demonstration agent, Ralph
8. Resnie, county sgent, and Myrtle Fields, extension seeretary, hawe
been in Russell Gunty since the last amnual report was sulmitted.

Bill Gregory, assistant county agent worked in the county wmtil May 1,
1953, and Dgvid Fletcher was in the county as sssistant county agent
from the middle of June to October 1, 1953. There has not been an as~
siflant in the county since October 1.

The Buseell County Board 2f Axigullure has beld one meeting dur-
ing the pget yeur. The bourd helps in progrem plamning and establishing
policies, in :..x.-rying out the Flan of Work for the year.

T 2 Bussell County Cooparstilmm, & farmer owned organisation, helps
farsers in the purchs~ing and marketing of feed, seed, fertiliser, live-
stoek and livestock products., This year 3324 nembers purchased §456,505.
worth of feed, seed, and fertiliser; and sold $226,150, vorth of wool
and Lambe.

The Esssell County Falir Acseclation, Jug, is composed of a group
of farm mem apd women who are interested in sponsoring a county agri-

oultursl fair to help promote a better standard of living for the farm

-
faniijes of Russell County. It has completed ite sixth year of operation.
-

The fggm agent served as secretary of this organisation.

The Glizeh Volley Soil Gonservitien Districk is composed of fare
mers interested in better land-use and a better soll and water conserve
ation program for Russell County. A technigcian to serwe this distriet

was euployed during the past year,
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V. Ims of Acriculture
Russell County is predomirately s livestock county; however,

the people in the northern jart of the county depend mostly om coul

s mining for their livelihood. The total acres in the county is 296,000
with 145,000 acres being in pasture of which most of it is bluegrass,
Sinee the soll is nostly limestone origin, it is only natursl that
livestock and liwestock produets are the major source of farm income

evith burley tobaceo being second im importance.

Most farmers grov enough feed to winter their beef cattle and
sheep, but dairymen buy s considerable amount of their feed,

During the past five years the farming has lLecome much more
diversifiedy in that, most farmers are trying to have an income from
seversl interpirises coming in throughout the year by keeping beef
eattle, sheep, duiry cows, :nd poultry with seversl growing small fruite

for sale.

Ve Eralect Astivitiss
: Ae _Agronomy

Russell County has 2734 farms with an sversge sise farm of
9749 aeres. The farwers are cultiwating approximately 50,000 acres
and have approxisately 145,197 acres in pasture. They have about three
acres of pasture for each acre of eropland. During the past fewv years,
farsers have been reducing thelr eropland aecres and seeding this to
Ladine clober and orehurd gress. During 1953, farsers seeded over 1000

acres in isproved pestures.
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Til decline in croplund acreage has been brought about by the
use of higher ;rodueing, and better adapted warieties of seed, and
through the use of higher analysis fertiliser in heavier applicatioms.

During 1953, eighty farmers had 250 soil samples snalized, and
recomendations made for lime snd feptiliser. Tests are showing that
the Fh is ineressing, as well, as the fertiiity, Furuers today are
much more conseious of the need for soll fertility informstion, snd
how it fite in with the requiresents of plants.

The past year has been another bad year so far as getting sat-
fisfuctory stunds of alfalfs are concerned, During the sarly part of

" the year, diseases and insects seriously demaged several flelds; and

during the late summer the dry weather seriously eurtailed the growth,
d....g-d spring sown flelds, and prevented fall seeding.

This year, through the FMA Frogram tls following material was

useds 1250 toms of lime, 115 tons of Owlisli, 13 tons of O=32-16,

.35 tons of 2-12«12, 300 tons of 0=20=-20, 520 toms of O0=10-20, and 542

tons of 0=30=30. Only 74 tons of &2percent phosphate was used by
Extension—=TVA unit desonstrators. MNost of this was used on phosphate
deficient soils.

The county burley tobaceo yileld for 1952 was 1947 pounds per
scre. The 1953 crop has been reduced from fifty to sixty percent dus

fp drought conditions in the county the past sessmn.

5. Powltey
There are fev commercisl poultry floecks in the county; how

ever, most of the farmers keep & small flock of hens Just to furnish




ebe
ogge for the home. There are several breeding flocks in the commty
furnishing eggs to loecal hateheries. The importancs of culling nnd

flock mansgement sre timely discussed each year.

C. i

Dairying is getting to be a very important item in over-all

furm Shnagenent planning of most farwers, ss a means of additionnl

inomme, During the past year, meetings vere held to deteruine the

interest in aptificisl weeding; but no assogistion has teen orgn-

During 1953, the main effort was vith the feeder calf salu,
produeing quality lamhe, the purebred lereford Sale, apd the purve
tred fan sale.

. Fifty-one beef cattle producers sold a total of 899 calves in
the Feoder Calf Sale held s Abingdon, Ovtober 13, 4ll ealves sold

“had been dahorned, bull calves had been castrated, waccinated for
lh:&l.(, and all cume from herds that hall been tested for H nge and
T.5. All ealves had to grede at least sedium or better. The price
received was not too high, but was some higher thet that price at
the “local markets for ealves of similar quality.

Parmers sold 10,057 lambe and 72,826 pounds of wool coopers~
tively for $226,15. Out of the 10,057 lasbs sold, 1,097 vere bucks
spd s0ld at a cent per pound discount,

.

Threl puebred sheep breeders sold twelwe purebred rame at the

Pyrebred Ram Sele held in Abingden, at an average of $72,00 per heed,
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Fourteen pureitred Hereford breeders sold fifty-eight hesd of
purebred Hereford calves at our Fourth armual Hereford sale for an
average of $143.00 per head.

e mjor portion of the furm income in Russell County comes

s frla llwnt')e; end livestock products. The sheep snd lumbs mmber
about 40,000 and the cows and ealves around 32,000

Nost farmers are doing a more seomomieal Job of producing live-
stock by better fertiliser ;ractices, better feeding and mansgement.
Y.n-'n have been glven eonsiderabdie information and assistance to
help alleviate the conditions caused b the prolomged drought the past
sever.l nonths.

The county owned power sprayer was opersted again this year on

*s commmity basis, with = lurge sumber of farmers taking advantage of
€t to get rid of flies, liee and ticks. Some weed spraying has alse

* been done.

E. Hortiguwlture — Erulte snd Yesetables
Since the home gardens and orehards are becoming more difficult

to et produstion from, it is very necessary that we furnish all the

- .
poople the information needed to combat disesses and insecte. This is

done at meetings, by rdio and by news articles.
There is one commercisal orchard in the county. Seversl farsers

are growing smsll fruits to suyplesent their income.

F. Tamm laber
Good tenants and farm labor are the mein headaches for most fare
mers, Jhey sre using mechinery®whenever possible, and cutting down om

oultivated erops.




G.  Aspiewlturs) Clanning
The county Board of Agriculture met once during 1953. They

decided on the major policies to be adopted, and served as the county
.
plannin; board for our county Extension Progrum,

H. (Cooperalives
The Russell Gunty Cooperatiwve, conaisting of 3324 sembers,

conducts all sooperative buying 'nd selling for Russell County farmers.

It is ®e of the best tools awallable to Extension workers in the county.

1) Guidence Progras for Yelersns
As chairman of the Veter.ns-on-the-J¥b Training Program, I
keep in fairly elose contact with the program and help vhemever I ean,
«The mwm.ngmur‘u receive p-to-date infeomution that is avalle
able through the Extension Jervice. The instructors and students work

very c)&uly vith the Extension Frogrem in the county.

-
J. Souwnty Asricwlturel Falr

The Russell County Fair Association, wvhose directars are key

farsers selected from throughout the county, comducted another successful
agricultural falr this year.

Tho.urrp- and livestock exhibits wvere off some, due to the
@iry wveother.
. . This year, eduestional $xhibits were added for the (-, FFA
and FlA Chapters throughout the o.ovmv. These were very attractive, and
added considerably to the exhibit building, as well as, being educational.

This year, the exhibits in the building vere the best sinece the begimning
.




of the fair,
El
Another sdded festure this yeur weas the Trasetor Operation
Contest for the 4-H club boys tuking Tractor Operatiom and Mainte
o

enance projeet this year.

A. xanlsation

Most of the i<l Clubs were organised in the schools again
this year, snd w‘ use of limited space the boys and yiris had sep-
arste clubs, Bach club met regularly once each month during school,
exvept the Elk Garden Doys Club widch met every two weeks. The AN
Club Counc®l is the governing body of 4=H Club work. It is composed

¥ ®f afficers of all 4(-H glubs in the comnty. They met twies this yeer,

the first mseeting last November to set up this year's objectives and

plan o& t:-u Achisvemant Duy. The Counell met again in April teo plan

°

® for some special money making evesnt, and 1t was decided to hold &

Horse Show in early Jume.
.

B. [ralect Werk
Thers were a total of nineteen boys 4-H Clubs, with 438

--b-p enrolled in 460 projects., Of this number -2/C projects were
El
campleted. The total walue of porduets sold and prises wvom by clud

sMenbers amounted to § J3/e 00« Seversl members exhibited st the

county falr, at the Tasewell County Fuir, and at the Atlantie Rural.
a

Ce Achlevenents
*Thirty-two girls nd tUrity-three boys attended the anmuml
-
District Camp at Camp Clyde Austin on June 8-ul3, along with L-i club

menbers Lfrom seven southwest Virginis counties. The camp was managed
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by the Extension steff, with sach county having an adult lecder.
Seven girls and eight LeF boys attended the State i-H Shart
Course. gQ¥x of the boys did vork in livestock judging. Four boys
werdugubers of the county flvestosk lwlslng tean vhieh plesed third
in the state contest, after viuning the ares and distriet contest.

In the Slate contest, they placed first in beef cattle, first in

B
sheep, but wvere Seventh in hogs. An All-Star boy attended the All

Star activities, a,d two boys (Paul Campbell and Waldo Dorton) were
initiated into the All Star Chapter.

. Boblyf® Stovall, county vinmer for the boys in the Farm and Home
Electriec iroject, attended the Purm and Home Electric Congress held

in Richmond the first of Seplember along with FPrances Lee Hanson the
other county wimner and David Fletcher, assistant agent at that tise.

. ©n Pebruary 4, 1953, our armusl 4=H Achievement Program for 1952
w.s !olﬂ.n the Lebanon High Sehool auditorium, The Achisvement ! ro-
grem for 1952 and the "Share-the~Pun" program for 1953 wewe held as
a comoination rogram, with approximetely seven hundrei i-H members
and parents attending. 4~H awvards vere mude, leaders were recogniszed,
and pins wers awarded members that had met project requirements on the
Wollowing r-.uu firet three years completed a bronse pin was awarded,
raurt..h through sixth year completion & silver pim, and & old pin wes
avarded those baving completed seven or more years of satisfuctory club
vork. Fifteen clubs presented some sort of talent act in the “Share-
the Punmx Frogram, vith Jerry Domovan serving as Mester of Ceremonies.
This ws a highlight event of .11 4~H club events that have been held

since il elub work was organised in Russell County.
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Vll. County Agriculturs]l Mobllisation Committes
This comui ttee, composed of professionsl agricultural workers,

vorked®primarily with ACP practices for 1954 and the Drought Emergency
»
o Peed Frogras.

.
viil. mmuzu_&m

!‘umim vorkers have wrked with the county PMA Comnittee
N
in an advisory capacity. The theme has been "more permsnent types

of conserva'ion practices and more economiesl use of lime and fertilisers.”

1X. Cooperation with FHA

h: furnish the county FHA supervisor with 21l the latest in-

formation as published by the Extension Service and the Experisent Station.
-

X. Gooperstion with Gredit sud lLesning Assacies

Close cooperation has been maintained between the Extension
vorkers and loe:l ::nura. OQur three banks in the county have shown
much interest in Extensiom work, and have actively supported different
pPgseagol our work.
Xl. Qther Meons of lsaching Furm leéple

@ur best meuns, at present, of reaching the farm people is by
radio. Ve m:a two 15-minute progreoms each week on Statiom WRIC, Rich-
lands, V. rginia, on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 12:15 to 12130 p. m.
We also sake maxe many contacts and reach more people than can hardly
be estimated through the 4-H clubs, veterans classes, group meetings,

J.A visits, circular letters, and newvspaper publiecity.
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nl. gwlugtion & lear's ¥ork
Somespf the highli hte of our Extension Program this year,

as cofered in the ort, are as followes

1. Continued !.n‘e sarket lamb improvement progrum.

2. Conducted a successful quality feeder calf sale.
jelped market quality livestock und livestock products
eooperatively.
Farwers purchased about s veuy -five purebred sires in 1953.
Cooperated in a purebred ram sale, held at Abingdon.
‘.ld a purebred fereford claf sale for Russell County.
Cond .cted a successful county agricultursl fair.
Helped get the soil conservation district work started.
Helped get the 1954 ACP Frogram set up for the county.
10 Continued the external and intermal parasite eradication
I rogran,
11, Helped eighty farmers get 250 soil samples analised, and
wade recommend:tions for same.
Encouraged the use of better quality hay for livestock.
Shcouraged more economicsl use of fertiliser and lime.
14 An increased enrollment in the boys 4~H clubs and a greater

‘nreo' tage of completion of projects.
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PROGRAM EMPHASIS  Interpretation
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CROPS - Production and Marketing—Ir
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LIVESTOCK —Production and Marketing
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PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT OF THE FARM BUSINESS - Interpretation

PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT OF THE FARM BUSINESS
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ECHANICAL EQUIPMENT
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THE HOUSE AND SURROUNDINGS, FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT - Interpretation
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THE HOLSE AND SERROUNDINGS, FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT
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HOME MANAGEMENT, FAMILY ECONOMICS, AND (CLOTHING




LIFE AND SAFETY - Interpretation

HEALTH, FAMILY LIFE, AND SAFETY
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SUMMARY OF ¢ H CLUB PROJECTS—Interpretation
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SUMMARY OF 4 H CLUR PROJECTS
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4+ H CLUB MEMBERSHIP —Interpretation
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