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Sounty Organisstiocn

The Agmoony Commdttes, Hoef Cattle Comr.ttee, Leil Advisory Orouwp
and the b= County Council assisted t&, agent in developing the
Extension Progrea for Sussex County. These comnittess also assisted
in the sxsoution of the progras.

Jther organisations helping wits the Lxtension Progras duping the
yoar vere The Farm Duresu, A« 5o Co County and Community Comultiees,
il Conservetion Committee and the four Ruriten Clube of the county.

Zxpe of igriculture

Sussex County is locsted in the southern part of the Cosstal Plain
Belt adjacent to the Floduoat Selt of Virginia. Suseex has & good
highway systea, with three U. 5, Highsays erossing the cownty, tee
going north snd south and the other seet and west. It hes & main
state tighway that also crosses the sounty. Ia addition to the
above there 1s an excellent systen of primsry and secoadary roads.
Three major reilroads are found in the county; the Virginian, the
Norfolk and vestern, and the Atlantiec Coast Line. These furnish
fredight service for our fersers, though to & lesser extent than in
the past due to an increase in the use of motor trusks.

In Sussex County you will find typieal cocastal plain soils; deep

phase sands, sandy loans with good subsoil, and wet solls. Approme
imetely 208 of the county is open land snd S0F 48 foresst. The land
used for crop land is wostly sendy loam with good subsodl., Some of
the best of the deep phases and of the wet solls are also used for
eropland, Pastures are now found on much of the wet s0ils on which
crope were forserly produced. Many acres of low wet land have besn
cleared and seeded to pesture ia recent years.

In 1950 we had 1200 farms conwaining approximstely 184,180 acres of
land, The average sise of sach farm was 14).9 seres and contained
We5 sares of erop land,

Of the 1200 farws in Suseex S5lk are opereted by wilte farmers and
766 by non-wtite. Lven though there are fewsr wiite farw oper:tors,
thay operste 124,135 scres as coupared to 60,042 acres operated by
non-widte farsers. There are 204 widte operators that own thelr
farms compared t0 186 non-wiite. There are four Ixtension Agents
in Susecx) & Home Desonetretion igent, & County Agent, & Local Home
Agent snd & Local Farm Agent.

The 1950 census showed Sussex to bave & population of 12,705. Ap-
proxisstely 675 of the populstion is colored and 131 white, There
are four smll towns in the county, rangiag ia population from 500
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These tosns form definite ocsnters for the county. lach

& wulte ndgh seiool, ciurches, zad trading centers. Three
the towns have wood industries, renging from & pulp =ill to saw
planing mills. Farm people purchase many of thair needs oute
of

de the ecounty.

Sdtuation

There are Tlk fara and rurel nonefars white boys and girls in
wesex County betwesn the ages of 10 and 19. Thres hundred and
slosty-aine are lsted as farm baye and girls and Y05 ae rursl
W o-farm.

bell clubs are organised in ocsch of the four wnite high sehools.
There are four clube in Jarretti, Saverly and fakefisld sehools
and teo olubs in Stony Creek sehool. Doys and girls are sesbers
of the same club and have part of sach meeting together.

Lesdars are of the project and special setivity type.
soals

To develop mowledye and skills of one mundred boys in s ricule
tare and rurel living.

‘et ods

le Orgacissation
be=ti clube in thrve sciools were organised on room basis,
There was & fifth, sixth, sebenth and idgh sehool elud in
three of the schools. In “tony Cresk there were teo olube
and they were orpanised in the elemsntary sehool.
Pro jects

8¢ lLooking Iour Dest

Tods project was offored %o the younger oudldren, nasely
the fifth grede boys aud girls. The projeet cutline,
wiich was given %o sach club mesber, was developed so
that projects would be of egual interest %0 the boye and
gltein e el L I N S I T
Bl eulg-me buye Sonpletiag,
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be lour Room Pep It Up

Tuls project was offered to the sixth grede, wits 38
boys surolled. The project covered phioses of room ime
provessnt that would be of ianterest to the boys as well
as o the girls. It included partitioning dresser
drewers, bullding & bullsetin board, srrecgesent of
Furnl bnen sl sars of e Foom. Ughtesr haye eome

e vge .

of the sehools. Nr. Tavid Staples and als co~worksss,
of Virgiamia "leetric and Fower Company, assist.d us with
the project. Thirty-aine boye enrollsd in tils projeot.
The club meetings were used for project ‘nstiuetica.

All of the boys were very interestod sad reccived infore
sation and trelcding thet will be wseful %o them. Proe
Jeot completion, as mesasured Ly record books turned ia,
was disappolnting in thet only 18 books were received
from the boys esurolled. The agent knows that & nmber
of other boys completed all the requiremants of the pro=-
Joet but did not submit thelr record books. Wilton Spain

was e county boy wianer and attended tue tate Dlectrie
fancrans {n Niohmond.
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firet place in the datriot contest and placed aixth
in the state contest. Fars sschinery dealers supplied
the tractore and asaisted with the locsl contest,

Baby Besf Show and Sals

Last fall eleven boys and girls secursd steer cslves
and began feeding then for cur seend baby beef show
and sale, wiloh was hald in May, The cslves were se-
cured with ihe assistance of the agent and local leade
ere.

in Degevber, loeal loaders assisted with a tour arreanged
80 that sach of the eleven glub seabers could see all
of the calves on feed. During the tour fesding, fitting
and snowlng was disonssed,

In Februery & fitting snd showing demonstrati on for these
boys and girlis was conducted by the agente

In April, the comdtios of adult leaders met with the
agent sod plans for the show and sale were made. The
comxd ttee docided to relse tirough donetions §550. 0
for prise soney for our show. A total of $6L5.00 was
reised. The comad ttee also outlined plans for the sele
of the calves. These plans wers carried to completion,

n May 2 the -ecoad _ussex County Uaby ieaf :inow and
Sals was held in Saverly. Thomas Drewry's bepeford
steer was Judged % be Grend Champlon of the show, with
Hilton Spain's Angus steer Reserve Champion. ¥ilten
also took first ia fitting and second in showsanship.

The calves aversged 939 pounds and the averege sale price
wes 29.6¢4. Tour calves were purehased by Richmond buyers,
one by & Swithficld buyer and one by & Nerfolk re.
Five calves were purchased loeally. A total of §498.00
was given in prises, the rest of the money 18 being kapt
for use next year.

The show snd sale was supported by the Ruritan “lubs

and other individual: ia Jwssex Oounty. They helped %o
interest the boys and girls in palsiog & oalf, and helped
o select the ealves. Nany of the Suritans visited the
clud members and took an Laterest in thelr project. This
greatly sncoureged the boye and girls. It would tave been
fupossible % have & sucoceseful show and sale without the
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Fesnats sre the major source of farm income in Sessex
County. oceversl peasut buyers met wita the agent and
Agronomy speeialist in February and discussed a L
peanut project. It was decided to offer tuds project
% about 12 boys and %o cunclude the projeet with a
show and sale of the pramats produced Ly the club seme
bare taking tie project. Prises ware set wp for the
winning boys.

The Peanut Contest was discussed wits the boys in clud
meetings. Lotters were written % some of the slder
boys and personsl contects were sade, tryiig t%o interest
more Doys 0 euter the peanut oontest. Very little io=
tarest was soown, Jour boye empvlled ia thuis project.
Jne of the boys 18 now attending anotaer sehool and is
Bt ia =i club work ot is time. The show and sale

is scheduled later.

atosloyy

The younger club sewbers indicated that thay would like
W have sumser L«-i mestiugs. Thay declded to take into-

first taree mseetings sud each showed considersble iater-
est. In July 10 boys attended the meetings, the other
10 indicated that they wers not golng %0 continwe, Fiwe
boys have done sufficlient work on this project for com
pletion, ldek Kinsie of Paverly has coll.oted owver 110
different insects and has Ldentified over 85 of them.

beti Aotivities

Couniyy Counedl




latiocal b= lub ieex

Five elubs obsorved Jatiocual Lell 21ud “oek. Ihe foup
elubs in Sakefiold had & banguet. The offleers of

Lhe olubs wore also sutarteined by the Nakefleld Rurie
tan Clube The bigh sehwol club of Jarrett hed a radio
program during Nationsl bei Clud Week.

lews stories were used to emphasise bl oclub work.
arel Life wnday

ounly Vesper "ro _rea was donducted by Lei alud seme
Yers on Hurel Life ‘unday. Thay had the assistance of
locsl pastors nnd adults in planning and conduosting the
VOSpAP Dro Pan. ach club had sons of 1ts mesbers holpe
ing with the progrea. Approximstely 175 elud noubors,
pareits and frisads attended the wesper pro rea.

County Plenlie

A county pienie for L=ii club nesbers wes held in August.
This was acother county activity planned Ly the sounty
sounall and designed % ecreats aud hold the intersst of
boys and girls in the =i elud progrem. This wee alse
anothar county setivity ia which adult leaders helped
with e Leli clud progres. Approximstely 75 elud mem-
bers and 10 adults attsaded the pienie. The progrea
oonsisted of ewlmning, ysmes and @ plonde lunche

Aodevensntl ey

An Acidevenent Tay will '@ hald letar, st whioh tise
awards will be yivea to cutstanding club aesbers and
elubs.

anp

Ten boys and five girls sttended Lell Caap Farrer this
sSumser. Jue of the club membors was slected an officer
of the eanp. All of the club wesbers took part in some
of the evening progress or vesprs.

The Agent wes Direator of eamp thls year. In Yareh &
eazp planning meeting was neld for our esmp grorwp.

The daily sehedulo and headicraft was deelded upon.
uties and responsibdilities were assigned, The 4Ageat
and the extens!on seeretary compiled the cemp nanddook,
& copy of which was glven % sash casper, made name tags
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for sach csaper and divided the caspere into colonles
before leaving for camp.

The canp nuree was secured by the agent. A leader
fros the county was secured but we were wnsble to use
her becauss the quota was supplied by other sountias.

horty Jourse

Three boys, two girls sad the agent attended the Led
Short Course tis summer. ivelyn Proctor was taken
into the AllStars. Oeorge Holdsworth, distriet wine
ner in the trector driving sontest, placed sixth in
the state contest.

All Swars

There are nlne All-itars living in Sussex, four ladiss
and five ssa. oo meeting of the All-itars wes held
daring e yoire The All-itars reviswed W records

of tw sldar alub sesbors and resommended ‘wvelya roetor
for sa Al tar, ome of e All-dtare are active &
Leaders.

=il Toar Book

A bell Zoar Book was requested by the sounty counell,
They suggestad that the year book eontain weeting dates
and officsre of ssch club, outiine by months for sach
project, calendar of k=il events, requiressnts for camp,
‘hort Course and Conservetlion Camp, standar‘s by wndch
the clubes woul! be Judged for the sutetanding elubd,
order of business for club meetings and interest.ng
facts and iistory of Lells A copy of the hand book was
given %0 cech elub member,

Lradeore

“ W 4ol wews boge ware surolled in Led elud work with
very few dropping oute Froject completion was not a8 Nigh as hed
been hoped for et the ageut sad leaders feel thet esal boy ree
ceived some benefit froa the L= progrem. Boys carrying the
trect.r mailntenanos orojesct sad baby beef project received more
trelnin, and toese groups hed 1004 completions.
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Es lNow Next Years Sork Can Be {treagthensd

The Leli Tlub Progrea in Sussex should include al) of thls yeare
setivities. Adult leaders shoul’ be used to & groster extent.
They should be given more training and bility so that
thay will becoss iuterested in Lhe entire progres instesd

of only portions of it. Agriculturcl projedt work should be
strengthened, The Baby Deef and the Tractor Valntenance pro-
Jects are very strong in Susesx. Thay are concluded by & loesl
contest whieh interest the clud members. ’Jther projects need
sindlar local stimulus such A8 shows, eontests and Judging teams.

Parents should be inforsed of A<l alub work so that the; may ene
courege twir culldren t be better cludb members.

Vi. Grope
As Poamuts
ie Sdtuation
Peacuts are produced on prectically every farm in wssex
Countys. Poanute are our et importiat monay earop. Dure
ing recent years peamut ylelds hav, lnereased. Fart of the
Aneressed yieslds have beon due %0 e ocontrol of the southe
ern corn root worm on our heawy solls. Ineressed fertili.
sation of the rotation alse played an important part ia the
ineresse of the peamut yields.
Goals
To inerease the wse of peanuts,

ietinds

An agronomy meeting was eld in Februsry with &0 farmers
present, Feamut productisn, ineluding liming, r-ruuu-

tion, varisties, svasing, 1nseet and Massse smte?

: i ey b PO G s srops Lor weed Sone
trol. m Apnl, ro Jo e Howell and ¥Mp. Johm Amos, Extecs
sion fmtomologists, assisted the agmt with & generel fars-
ere meeting on lasect sontrol and spraying of erops to cone
trol weeds. There were 75 fars rs and farn supply dealers
presant. Dealers had & dleplay of warious sprayers for the
farmers to see.
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Twenty-five denonstrations on weed control in peanuts were
conducted in the county. Some of these desonstrations ware
on & fow acres, wiile others included precticelly all of

the peanuts on the farm. The agent, from talking with
farsers over the county believes that every peanut for mer
elther saw one of these demonstrations or talied to & farmer
who was coanducting one,

The Agronomy Comsd ttee indicated the need of & grester use
of aldrin to control zudorground inseots attacking p-anuts,
Fublicity was given % t 1 Shrough meetings, newspapers,
letters and personal contacts. In past years Jesonstrations
bhad been conducted that showed the walue of aldrin or simie
lar insecticides. There was an increase in the wse of aldrin
% eontrol underground Lasests. It 45 estimeted that in some
areas 75. of the farsers uwsed aldrin this yesr.

Corn carworms and/or fall army worws appeared in  eptlesbap
sating the peamut leaves. Jinoe the control of thess inssets
involved the use of an laseoticide thet might leave & toxie
residus, the general sug,estion was not o dust. /) few
farenres dasted it Share 18 0o indisation thet thay inepesssed
Saldd s e o posmnins Ahunh & b wae spanh Sy Vs speeh
BAKLag persvial Liepetlions of peanutl [Lelae uwpon Ues regueel
of various farmers. In 2o cese was the damage sufficient %o
Justify dusting after considepring the possible lost of the
hay e to residus of the insecticide,

A new varisty, 4. Cs 2, developed by North Caroline Ixperi-
ment ‘tation, wes tried by at lesst tem farmers, Heports on
yield comparisons as of the present seem to ilodicete thet

Ne Co 2 has not yielded ss wel]l a8 farmers stock.

Osneral production informstion was supplied to the pro‘ucers
through letters, timely news articles and porsonal ocontacts,
Dealers in fertiliser and loseeticides were given the latest
production inform:tion snd thay sssisted with the educstional
Pro, ram.

Resul ts

Peamut ylelds, on farws with heavy solls where aldrin was used,
were ineressed fros 5 to 15A. On other furms, where the land
was light, very little lacresse ia yleld was notlioed from the
wee of aldrin. Farsars Liks 0 use aldrin even if 1% does

not inereease their yields because it controls pouts and theree

fore snables the peanuts to grow off faster, giviag then bes
sompetition from preasse ad weeds,




e AS ssple sropland sultables for tobacoco to enable owr
farnors 0 rotate their tobeocco.

Flackshank oan be found on & few farss and 15 becoming wore
of a problem sach year. Desoustpetions showing resistant
varieties have been conducted in the past years.

Iields vary fros fare % fars. Some farsers make fyom 1300
to 2200 lbe. per acre while otiure only produce 600 %o 700
lbs. Thls difference in yield is largely due to sanagesent
of the tobaces erop snd %0 the production prectices that are
followed.

uoals

To increase tobacco yields and incoms recelived from esoch
aQre,.

e viode

Timely production lsafl.ts, covoriag all phases of tobeoco
productios, were malled to sach tobaceo growsr. These ine
oluded plant bed managemsnt, fertilisetion and 1ts plasement,
variotian, sean !




13

Two desonstretions uwsing mtiyl broaids were conducted after
& meeting was held of tobacco farwers to Lntroduce the me-
terial

Two ‘euonstrstions were conducted using various materials
for sucker contyol. KE-30 was used oo approximately 50
acres of tobacoo.

Lealers assisted by naving the recomsendsd fertiliser and
insecticides available.

Resul te

The we of methyl bronide % contrcl weeds sad gess in
plant beds, proved vary satisfactory. These demonstretions
erested interest in this prectiee a8 19 belog shown by
farsere using the ssterial this fall.

The demonstrations on the use of ¥Wie)0 and minersl oll to
control suckers were satisfactory. Mie30 is the materisl
that the farmers liked the best,
low Jext Iears bSork Can be O trengthensd
luphasis should be placed on fertiliser placesent. Meaxy
of our farsers were unible % gt thelr tobscco o grow due
to iacorrect placessnt of fertiliser.

Jreins

Siteation

Goru is our major grein erop, with spproximetely 18,50
scres planted yearly.

Orein sorghus ls being plantad on more farms saeh ysar and
on some farms it 1o replacing some of the corn sareage.
caall graine are produeed on the larger farse where sore-
age is avallable for & thres year rotation.

B

MO ARCEOASS Lus Jieolds of el Grops M4 B W e e
available to Lie m0st economiocal advanta,e.

wt ode

Recommendations were asde avallable to the fersers on




wllp

varistios and fertilisation of sl) the grein ercps. Yews
papar articles, leotters, weetings snd pars nal contacts
wepre used,

Farmers who had not planted any grein sorghus previously
wore urged to try & amall asresge.

A vew wariety of corn was planted on four farme so that
1t valus oould be appreised. It 414 vory well on all fowr
fapums.

cegults

Crein sorghum acreage doubled from last ysar. Farmere apre
gtnerally well pleased »it: 1%8 yield and 1t adeptability
to their system of farsing.

Fermere generally are fertiliging their corn wituin the sug-
gested retes and are wsing recommended varioties., ‘mall
grein as & whole are growm on the larger farms and receive
ample fertiligation,

How Naxt Years Tork Can Be Dtreagthened

Farmers shonld be eneoupraged to try grein sorgium and to
exmmine thelr farming operation and plant the grein erope
that wil) give them the largest net income.

grow about 4500 eeres. e of e land formally we for soy~
beans 1s belng used now for grein sorgimm. If grein sorghus con-
timass to yield well 4# 1t bas the past two years few soybesns
will be planted yeariy.

Reconmended varieti s of soybesns were nade avallable to the
farsers. A new wariety of soybeans, the Lee, was planted on one
farme The farmer planting these beans said that at least teenty
people had besn to see these beans. Mo yield results are avelle
able as yet.

WA BAGE LAs0d OB s FealL W 0s

stressed. Cupplementary pastares un m‘.b‘.




Vil. Livestock
Beef Cattle

1.

Situation

beef cattle nusbers have increased durin. toe
Shen ladino clover was intyroduced and farmers
ocould have a good pasture thay bagan %

susbers. Cow herds oan be found on

also fod on quite & few farss, In

sore beef cattle on the fars than there 1s gresing
cattle.

Goals

Suprly Weef setile pradusere ol bk balursatlon et wiil iy
s 38 & el Jese

~etiods

A livestock demonstretion wes held in February on cestretion,
dehorning, woruing and spreying. Mr. Hugh 2., Henderson,
Animel Hustendman, sssisted with the meeting. Pifty farwers
were pressat at the start of e descnstretion on & day when
wator was fressing in the sunshise st 12 noon.

Personal visits were sade % maay of the beef oattle furms
to discuss with the farmer breeding, feeding and senagement.

Results




Swine
“itaation
Hoge are reised on prectically every farm. Jost farme
reise their own plys and feed them out. lioge consume the
larger part of our grein supply.
Ooals
Isprove production prectioss and type of hoge.
Wethode and iesults

Twenty farmers attended a yrade demonstretion in Ricimond
in the spring.

The agent has personally visited over 100 farss %0 inocu-
late 4330 hogs. While on the fars hog production was always
dlscussed with the farmer.

Fith the add of an Agriculturel "nglneering Specialist plane
were developed W lmprove the feud griading wnd feeding eys-
ten on one farmes The farwer 1s still considering this proe-
Ject but a8 yot has not bDegun to install the systes suggested.

The egent has assisted in the placemsnt of at least 15 boars,
moet of which were secured locally.

low lext [esars ‘ork Can e - trengthened
Ssphasis should be placed on type of hogs,
Viil. Fovesty

In August & meeting of profrssional workars was held in the county
to review an intensified forestry progrea. It was deciled to hold
a meoting f r selected farw pecple in September. Tweoty-three per-
sons attended the meeting in [eptesber. Thirtesen indicated that
they were interested in the progrea and requested a forester to
visit their fars sod sxamine thelr woods., This is belng dooe.

Fars and ome _evelopmant

Al FOLEGAEY ) Ul Sguilh BLALASS & BRLOGL OB TRIB U BasB WYL~

seat Frogrem. 1he work was begun in ussex ia Septesber. Two familiecs
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were contacted and we have beea working with ome fasmily. oince
Septesber the feamily bas been busy and we have not sade the proe
gress that we osd hoped for.

The farm family was clearing land for pesture when we made the
first contact. Ve have worked with them on seeding the pasture.
They have & buildiag progrem in mind, ineluding remodeling and
adding to thelr home, bullding additional barns and shed., %e are
working with them on these phases. A specialist has assisted in
developing plans for remodeling and ealarging the homs.

Secperetion With Jther igencies
A. Jdo Re Horsley Soll Conservetion Matriect

Sussex County is in the J. K. oreley dlstrdet. Mr. J. J.
Lilley of Sussex County is chairsan of the board sand Mr, 2, C,
Sesley is an sppointed mewber. The agent has cocopersted with
the directors and the local conservationist, Mr. Kinsie. The
eonservetionist and the agent have visited meny faras toget-
her, working with the farsers on their conservation problems.

As 54 Co
The agent assisted the A, (s O with the educstional phase of

the Agrioultarsl Conservetion Progres. [n Decembor 195L soet-
fngs were held on the 1955 A. C. Pu progres.

The Futare Farsers of imerica and the Young "ermers Clubs

There 1s one white sehool in the county whieh heas & Vooationsl
Agricul tureal Departsent. The agent has assisted the igrieul.
tarel teacter and there is & friendly working relationsaip bete
ween extension and woceticmal agricultare oa the county lewel,

The agent bhas appeared on the progren of the F. 7. A. sod the
Young Farsers Clubs and his mede specialist avellable for their
use.

PR, FAA Sud Led TOlerred Lormre W Fenehe Tor etadlied inlor-
mation.

Faras )rganisations

There are tao farm organisstions in the evuaty, the Fara Buresu
and the Farmers Union. The Fara Duresu hes been organised in
the county for seversl years. The Parsers Union was organised
during 195k,
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