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INTRODUCTION 

With the: introduction and expansion of vocational 

horticulture courses in the secondary school systems, it has 

become necessary to teach more specialized work in the area 

of floricluture and particluarly house plant identification 

and culture,. The increasing interest of individuals and the 

grovling need for extension services concerning indoor plant 

identification and culture have also demanded that educational 

materials and services be' made .available for use by the average 

citizen and extension agents, as well as the horticulture 

instructor. 

The educational kit that ,will be described in this 

thesiS has been prepared for the purpose of identifying 

nlooerous indoor plants, their cultural requirements, and uses. 

This may provide a basis for further intensified studies in 

this area. This unit conSisting of slides and a forty-five 

minute tape should not be considered to be inclusive. Expan

Sion shoQld be 'done by the horticulture instructor or the 

cOlUlty agent. to adjust this to his locality and to meet. t~e 

needs of his stUdents. 

The problem Vii th developing a teaching unit or instruc

tional kit is to deSign it in a way that will meet the needs 

of eV8T'iJone cone erned. Realizing that. this is irnpossi ble., an 

attempt has been made. to develop this unit in a manner that, 

will allow for numerous modifications. Some suggestions for 
·the modifications will be detailed later. 
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P~VIBW OF LITE~~TURE 

At:, the outset of the development of this project'l 

correspondence was sent to all vocational horticulture de,

partments in Virginia to determine if the ins-t;ructors needed' 

addi tional educational material, particuJ.arly an instructional 

ki t identifying indoor plants and their ct11 tural requirements. 

Seventy percent of the instructors returned the correspondence 

and one hlll1dred percent of those, returned stated they would 

pm"'chase the instructi onal kit. 

Several major universities, especially those noted for 

their availability of curricul1.lTll materials, were fovnd to 

have d.eveloped no slide sets -'Ghat included indoor plants. 

Some, however, had slides of indoor plants, but these \vere 

Vii thin a set that also included other horticultural plants. 

lind 8-I:;'i11 other universi-I;ies had no curriculum materials 

related to indoor plant identificaiiion. No u11.i versi ty was 

fOlUld to have taped recordings accompanying their slide sets 

,that identified indoor plants and their cultural requirements. 

California Polytechnic State University has developed a 

filmstrip, taped,narration, and script entitled PJ..?Lnt Identi~ 

ficatioJ1: &llnuals, ;t'.e.renn.:i:..als, !;l.nd Iious~ ;Plants. The 

ins-!iructional kit costs ;1314.95 and can be ordered from 

Vocational Bc1ucation Productions, California Polytechnic 

State University, San Louis ObiSpo, California, 93401. 

Ohio State offers a slide series entitled Floricultural 

Cro-Ds that relates to 'indoor plants to a limited extent. 
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Lesson plans and laboratory exercises for pre-emplo~nent 

laboratory training are available from Vocational Instructional 

Services, F.E. Box 182, College Station, Texas, 77843. This 

eight. page package entitled Foli§:ge,Plant Identification 

contains plant terms, a plant list, and student exercises for 

arranging foliage plants. 

A three part slidefilm for identifying foliage plants can 

be ordered from Vocational Agriculture Sel~ice, College of 

Agriculture" University of Illinois, 434 lJI1.unford Hall, Urbana, 

Illinois, 61801.' Each part of the slidefilm consists of 49-55 

color frames and has a supplementary practice set of 39 fr~nes 

that can also be ordered. 

From the correspondence that" was received and the review 

of curriculum materials that was availab'le from many univer- .' 

6i t;Les, it was determined that, there was indeed a, .. need ... for an 

instructional package to be developed in this area. 



I~[ATERIALS _AND };Ibh1HODS 

Realizing -chat this instructional package should be 

designed in a manner that. would allow it -1:;0 effectively meet, 

the needs of both instructors of vocational horticu1ture and. 

extension agents, several alrthorities'were asked to offer 

suggestions as to the desigl1 of this package. Designers of 

curriculwn materials, media technicians, photographers, ru1d 

horticulture instructors were consulted. 

There vras an agreement that the number of slides and 

length of script and tape recording were critical if this unit 

vias to be used effectively. Efforts were made to break the 

uni t in-to smaller seg"ments to allow it s use over several short 

intervals. '1:hese efforts failed when no effective grouping of 

the ple .. nt material could be arranged. The decision was then 

made by the consul tees and the author to put, all the plant 

material into one unit, bu·t;, to arrange that tmi t so that it, 

could be manipulated by the user in ntunerous ways to allow it 

to meet the needs of the occaSion. In other wordS, there 

vlould be no "beeps, n either audible or: iilaudi ble, but a five 

second erval between slides to a1Llow for stopping the tape. 

To create the greatest educational impact, the Botanical 

and Common naInes, plus light, temperature, and rnoistUl"e re

quirements of each plant w'ere superimposed on the slides. 

This involved a IJrocess of photographing type from directory 

cards and developing the negative from which a positive was 

made and mOlmted in the same frame vlith the slide of the 

4 



5 

appropriate'plant material. This allows the viewer to visu

alize a particular plant, its names, and cultural r,equirements 

together on the screen. 

Slides of the plant material were photographed 'v'li th, the 

use of a solid colored contrasting background, 35,mm camera 

and film, end often flood lamps. Efforts were made to get. 

typical healthy specimens that,: illustrated the true color and 

growth pattern of each plant. 

The tape recording and script were designed to average 

approximately thirty seconds of information for each plant, 

descri bing some of the plant t s un.ique characteristics and uses. 

Virginia Polytecrulic Instutite and state University's 

photography lab and radio services were responsible for the 

superimposing vvork and taping of the script. A commercial 

company develol)ed the film of the plant material. 

Upon being assembled, this ins"tirtlctional kit, VIas vierled 

racul ty members for recoElTnendations on how 

to improve the quality oitha ki"'c. Several s"llggestions V.fere 

and were incorporated into the J~it in i.lc;s;' final 

of c1evelolJment. 



RESULTS 

Indoor Plants 

This slide set concer-fling indoor plants has lJeen prepared by 

the Horti.cul ture. staff at Virginia Tech. The pUl'"'pose of 'these 

slides is to aCCluaint the vievver VJith some of the most con:l!Ilon 

indoor plants, their cultural requirements, and their uses. 

Three pOints to be emphasized. are: 

1 • T1:l.is is only a selection of il1.c1oor plants. 

2. The mos-'G widely used :tl81neS will be shown. Some authorities 

have va:rious names for the same l')lants. 

3. The most deSirable cultural conditions are listed" however, 

most plants will gx'ow U11der environmental conditions other 

than. those listed. 
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Peperomia obtusifolia 

Pepper-face Peperomia (variegat,ed & regular) 

Dry/82, degrees/fil"bered sunlight 

PeperOInlas are 'well 8"LU ted to culture indoors" They range 

from plants Vlj~ th a vining habit Etl1.d small, leaves to upright 

bushes with la]~ge heavy leaves. They can be propagated by 

stem cuttings of the vj~ne type, by leaf cuttings of other 

t;~lpes, and by ~rhe trailing growth IJattern of "'Ghe pepe-

romia shovm here mall:0S it, sui table for hanging baskets and 

climbing arrangements. 

I)eperomia Cal)eI'ata 

Ivy-J?elieromia 

Dry/82 degrees/fil tereel SlUllight 

The ivy I)eperomia has a rosette grovrch pattern differing from 

the IJepper-face slJGcies; hovvever, their cultural req"Lurements 

are identi-cal. 'rhe crinlcly dark green leaves and rosetted 

gro1;vth make it us eful in sl1 Gardens and small planters. 

Peperomia sandersii 

'Nat er~nelon Plant 

Dry/82 degrees/filtered sunlighJe; 

Also l010'V'll1. as the Hugby football 1)1 ant , this IJlant gets its 

name the coloration of the leaves. Like all other 

peperomia.s it requires a rninimUlU of vlatering grovvs l)est 

in filt0I'eo. SlJll1ight. Its uses are similar to those for the 

ivy' peperomia, and they both can be slowly propagated by leaf 

petiole cl1:i;tings. 

J?ilea cadierei 
.A.luminum Pl8.nt 

1:Ioist/82. degrees/filtered slmlight, 
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Thi.s twelve ineh talJ_ plant gets its name from the al"LuninU1ll 

colored Sllots on its leaves. The aluminl..,1ffi planj; sho1.;Lld be 

cut back every sl)ring in order to l)roduce a compact plant and 

provide Cl.ltttngs for prol')agation. 

Pilea cadierei 

Friendship Plant 

lEoistj82 degrees/filtered s1.mlight 

The friendship· plant another variety of the cadierei species. 

It, like all other pileas, grows best in a moist medilun and 

fil tered s"Llnlight. Its unusual leaf shape and color make it 

useful alo.ng with the al1.uninurn plant 'indish, gardens among 

other small J?lonts. 

Begonia sernlJerflorens 

Wax 13eeonia 

st/82 degrees/filtered s"Lul1ight 

No genus offers more variation of color, size, and cuI tur'al 

requirements thm'). does the begonia. From the 900 or so species 

a group of some half dozen will give you an array .of color 

and decorative foliage throughout the year. 'rhe \7ax Begonia 

can be used as a bedding r)lant outdoors and as an indoor 

slJecimen flo·wering l')lant. The following slides will lJrovide 

some eXarD.1;les of the mal1.y variations that exis.1G between be
gonias. 

Begonia Sl)I). 

l.'Iaple 01'" Star-leaf Begonia 

L[oist/82 decrees/fil tereel slu1light, 

a crol,md-level stem \i'lhich creeps over the media 

s8ndin.[£, cloVin shallow roots and producing leaf and floY/er-stems. 
The blooms c.;ene:t'ally 8,r:.)ear high above foliace in late 
YlinteJ.. ... and • Pr<?pagation is by stem ,cuttings, more 

comrrioll1y done by rootinc; leaf sections. 
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Begonia spp. 

Beefsteruc Begonia 

IVloist/82· degrees/filtered sunlight 

The beefstea~ begonia wears a coat of bristly or velvety hair. 

on its leaves and outside the flower's petals. It can be 

propagated by stem cuttings or leaf se'ctions. 

Begonia corallina 

Angel-wing Begonia 

Idoist/82 degrees/filtered slmlight 

Unless the growing tips of the angel-vving begonia are pinched 

out, the plant may grOiJf to a height of six feet. The plant 

is also noted for its large 'Will.g-shaped leaves which will 

drop if -'-tihe medi lUll in ilvhich i t grows is kept too moist;. 

Begonia rex 

Rex Begonia 

MOist/82 degrees/filtered Sunlight. 

The Hex can be fOlUld in a wide array of color combinations 

that. make it. usef1J~ as a sJ?ecimen plant. As a rule, they 

require more warmth and humidity than most other begonias, 

but less slli~light. They can be propagated by leaf and leaf 

section cuttings. 

Begonia tuberhybrida 

~ruberous Besonia Plant 
Ijoist!82 degrees/filtered sunlight-shade 

These, plants are knovm best for their lovely, colorf!ll flowers. 

They are primarily a S1.:urrrner flower for the garden or balcony 

box, but can. also be cultivated as a surDIner flowering indoor 

in liGht and aiT'J v/indows. Seeds, tubers, and cuttings 

are used for propagation. 
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Begonia elatior 
.Rieger Begonia 

}\.ioist/S2 degrees/iiI tered sunlight 

As a recent entrant into the begonia marl-cet, the Rieger has 

proven itself to be a cOllstan-bly flov/ering plant that can be 

used as a Sl)ecimen plant or in hanging baskets. :J.:hey grovv 

bes..lG in a wax'm soil condition with plenty of ventilation cmd 

sunlight. Strong sunlight is undesirable. The Heiger, like 

all begonias, are sensi ti ve to over and Ulldel"'V/atering. 

Hoya carnosa 

Vlax Plant, 

Dry /70 degrees/full sun. 

Botll the \lax Plant: and it.' s variega-bed form are very sensi ti ve 

to overvvatering, but. withstands most other adverse house con

di tions. They have flow'er stems that will produce flowers 
year after year .on the same stem and are excellent as climb

ing specimens. Leaf-bud cuttinGS are the l)rimary sources of 

propagation. 

Fittonia arbyroneura 

Fittonia 
I\;~ois·'G/82 degrees/i'il tered sunliglrt, 

Color foliage is the trademark of the Pi ttonia. )mother Sl)ecies 
called vershaffel tii has red veins in its leaves. These l)lants 

reg:uire high htunidity and are sensitive to ~vatering. They can 

be propagated by tip cuttings and used in terrariruils • 

. i1.pnelandra squarrosa louisae 

Zebra Plant 

Moist!82 degrees/iiI tared smllight 

Althoue;h classified as 'a flo\vering plant, its spectacular 
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ternrinal spike of vJaxy flay/ere is fully matched in beauty by 

its shiny emerald-green leaves, strikingiy veined in r/hi te. 

}los't; of the Aphelandras have white or pale veins, and flower 

colors are predominantly orange-scarlet, or yellow. They make 

excellent specimen plru1ts and can be propagated by tip cuttings. 

Impatiens su.ltanii 

Impatiens 

IToist/70 degrees/full, sun 

Outdoors in the surru11er, in a spot where there is partial to 

full shade, plants of impatiens are constantly flowering. 

Many strains are cultivated from seeds sovm in midwinter, and 

thus brought to blooming size by warm weather. It is not 

unuSl-lal for some seedlings to bloom more profusely than others, 

and these can be carried over by rooting cuttings in late 

summer or early fall. The only real problem with impatiens 

is that red sl')ider 11.1i tes cannot resist them. The best control 

is high humidity and evenly moj.st soj_l at all times. They 

can be propagated easily by tip and stem cuttings • 

. Aechmea fasciata 

Ai rl')ine 

I~Ioist/82 degreeS/iiI tered sunlight: 

The most versatile and durable l)lants available to the home 

aVJller today, come in a wide range of form and color. The 

Airpine, vlhich is a bromeliad is aJ.111ost easier to keep than 

cacti, ffild· they 'will stand neglect better thcill any plant and 

still Ii ve. Under cool temperatures, the flower v{hich is a 

showy spike. VIi th feathery roSe-piIl.k bracts, may keep its color 

for six months. . If plants are mature and not blooming, they 

can be forced to flower by applying ethylene gas, Ethylene 

gas is released by ripening apples. Place a plastic bag 

around the plant with 011 apple inside and close the bag for 
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about IOU:r- days. Response to ethylene can be noticed within 

weeks. IJropagate them by offsets and seed;. 

Vriesia splendens 

Flaming sword 

Dry/72 degrees/ftltered sunlight 

The red flovver spike rvhich looks like a sword is the 

source of this plellt t s name. Vriesias, AecJ:uneas, and the 

follov/ing bromeliad gro'w best if provided with a medium con

sisting of sand, bark, and peat. The flaming sword like most 

other broraeliads has colorful foliage that makes it attractive 

even Yli thout f10\"lers. 

:tTe oreg.elia c8.1"'ol1nae 

Tri-colored Bromeliad 
MOist/82 degrees/filtered Sl1.l1light 

This p18,nt has broad gl"een leaves 

red center cup that is formed by the 

around a brilliant 

st bases. The 

color-ful center folia.,ge malres it a good specimen 111ant or 

center piece. Neoregelias like a higher temperature ffild more 

than brorneliads, but should othervvise be treated like 

Aechl11eas. 

1\811le11i run nicl us 

Birdnest fern 
Wet/70 degrees/shady 

T plent lacks the lacy charm usually associated Vii th ferns, 

but it is a dlLT'able fern for indoor use. The two to four feet 

fronds converge at the base in a tight nest-like rosette to 

give fern its name hirdnest. It is usually propagated by 

offsets and does well in large floor containers as a specimen 

plant. 
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Adiantum capillus veneris 

Maidenhair fern 
Wet/82 degrees/shady 

AidantulU or 'maidenhair ferns are dis-cinguished by having thin, 

wiry, black stems and many small, firm leaflets with wedge

shaped bases. It is the old green house favorite. II:1aidenhair 

ferns are moisture-loving ]~lants. They need high hUlllidi ty 

and Viet· soil, the latter humusy. Peat moss, sand, or shredded 

fir bark are all good potting mediulls for these plants as their 

fine roots need a soft, easily penetrated material vvhich will 
.:# hold runl')le moisture yet penni t air to enter freely. Mos..1G 

authorities state that maidenhair ferns need temperatures 

ranging from sixty-five degrees (nighttime) to 85 degrees 

(daytime), yet these ferns groiFf rampant 1Jeside a raolu1tain 
stre8Jll in I'/Iexico which is too cold for the comfort of a heavy
coated hlUJlan. These ferns need to be rested slightly during 

the v'linter months by cutting dovvn Ylatering, and moving to a 
cool place •. ProparJate them by dividing the plants. 

Platyceritun vei tchii. 

S-cagho:r'11 fern 

MOist/82 degrees/filtered slu1light 

A coarse textured fern with forked fronds, it can be grovr.a all 
o smlU1da :f ern roots in pots or on slabs of ·wood. Irnmerse the 
root system in a pail of lukewar.al \lvater for about. ten minutes 
once or twice a week del)0nding on the humidity B..nd temperature 

of the room. .iUlovv excess' Yla:!:;er to drain before placing the 

plant back. Brovm areas maj' appear on the underside of mature 

leaves at the ti~9S. These are slJora11gia which produce spores 

B,nd which l)roduce spores tha.lG are norrnal and not harmful. 

Do not \vipe off the grayish layer on the surface of the leaves. 

If tIle leaves e',re attacked by scale, remove them by 11ancl and 

wash the leaves off. Il'er11S are very susceptible to :damage 

from the use of insecticides. 
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Nephrolepsis exaltata 
BOBton fern 

l'[oist/70 d.egrees/fil tered slU1light 

Once the old standby of indoor gardens, it has now returned to 

the market as a valuable and 'widely sought fern. The Boston 

fern's rapid growth make i-cpossible to propagate the plEtnt 

often by division of the l)arent plant. Care sho"Lud be taken 
to lessen heat provide more hUlnidity if the frond edges 

turn brovm. 

ClJ.lorophytumelatlun vittatum 

Plant 
J.Ioist/70 degrees/filtered sl,1111ight 

A member of lily family , it has white-striped leaves vlith 
infol"'m8~ rosettes of daylily-like All send up tall, 

sleneler racemes small v.,hite flovlers \vhich are fo110v7e(1 later 

by neVi ])121-11.-(;8, giving rise to l)Opu.lar llc..1XIles "air11lane 
plan"ljB eUld \I spieler plant. n As soon as the vveight of. the nevI 
l')lants is great enough, -the stem will bend over, and if i.JG 

comes in contact Vii th soil, prompt rooting OCC11X'S; after a 

fe".." weeks the s"l;olen may then be cut avvay_ It can also be 

propagated by division and is used in hanging baskets or 

expensive dish • 

Sansevieria trifasciata 
Plant 

DrY/72 degrees/filtered sUl11ight 

The leaves TfJay plain green, cross banded with lighter or 

clarker shades of. green or banded or margined \ivith white or 

yellovy. Occasionally they send up tall, shoV'/y, arching spikes 

crowded wi til small greenish wlli te, fragrant flowers. Prop~.5a"'Ge 

by division of the cre~ping rootstock, or by insertine three 
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inch sections of the leaves to half their length in sandy soil. 

This should be only used vlith the green-leaved plants, the 

IJlants wi tIl yellow margins will not come true by leaf cuttines. 

Sanseverias are used for any interior use except in planters 

wi th other plants that require frequent \vatering. Excellent· 
in IJla.nter boxes an.d in narrow boxes vvith restricted area for 

roots such as room dividers. 

Sansevieria hahnii 

Bird's Nest 

Dry/72 degrees/filtered s1.u11ight 

This rosetted sansevieria may reach eight inches in height. 
Its uJlique slJape and size make it useful in dish gardens and 

terrariluns. The propagation procedure is the same as for the 

snalte plant .• 

Dracaena deremensis warneckei 
Warmeckts Dracaena 

MOist/82 degrees/filtered s"Lm.light 

trost dracaenas are decorative foliage plants with sVJord sIJ.aped 

leaves growing from cane-like siems. The leaves on the war

neckei may reach eighteen inches in length. l'llost are propa~ 

gated by stem cuttings or root division and are used for dish 

gardens or interior planter boxes. 

Dracaena marginata 
l/[arginate Dracaen.a 

lToist/82 degrees/filtered sunlight 

The fJ.aj or difference between marginata and other dracaenas is 

its red marGin on its leave-s. This coloration rm.lkes it useftll 

as a specimen plant in addition to many other uses. 
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Dracaena godseffiana 

Golddust 

r.floist/S2 degrees/iiI tered slullight 

This plant and its nurnerous varieties display an entirely 

different gro\vth habit from the dracaenas previously described. 

These are mostly small plants, inclined to be shrubby, irreg
ularly marked with yeJ_low or white. Their growth is weak, 
v/hich' is why 3 - 5 plants are frequently planted together in 

one pot. 

ASIJaragL1.S sprengeri 

Asparagus fern 

Idoist/70 d.egrees/fil tered sU111ight 

This asparagus sJ)ecie the two that \vill follow ax'e not. 

trtle ferns, but ge.JG their names from their fine, fern-like 

growth. The sprengeri, bearing its inch-long needles of 

briGht green on thorny stems, also has small, fragrant white 

flowers that are' follovred by shovV'J red berries. 

Asparagus meyeri 

Asparaeus fern 

1,'1.ois-'(;/70 degrees/filtered sunlight 

ji,jleyeri, like sprengeri, C8Xl 1Je pr01Jagated by sowing seeds or 

dividing the clumps in spring or fall. It is outstandingly 

decorative and well suited to hanging baskets. 

Aspa:cagus plumosus 

Aspara6~Us fern 

Ji!Ioist/70 degrees/filtered sunlight 

Gro".,ine naturally as a climber, plUIIlOSUS can be :~~ept in cul

ti vation as a small ell-illl}! of exceedingly fine, fern-like 

grovrth. It is this foliage which so oft;en comes Vii th roses 
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from the florist,. Black' berri often f.ollow its flowers. 

Dish gardens and tei"'rarillIflsare some uses of the plUlllosus. 

]V[aranta 1euooneura kerchoveal1.a 

Prayer Plant 

MOist/82 degrees/filtered sunlight 

An eight inch high foliage l)lant, with green, oval leaves 

which have of dark green spots on both sides of the 
midrib. On young leaves the markil1gS are olive green or brovm. 

The leaf veins stahd out. and are, silvery gray li}~e fishbones. 

During the evenine and night, the leaves turn themselves in 
IJairs into a vertical sleeping position. The plant is usually 
propaga'ced by division and can be used as a center piece or 

specimen plant. 

Maranta leuconeura massaneeana 

Prayer Plant 

lIoist/82 degrees/filtered slUllight 

T.he, IJink veins, varying shades of green and broi;V11 lmderside 

of the leaves, are the only differences between this :plant 
and the one just ShOVill. 

Schlumbergera bridgesii 
Chris.lGmas Cactus 

LToist/60-70 degrees/filtered sunlight 

To insure flowering, it requires long nights or periods of 
c1arl\:uess at least tv/elve hours long. Cool temperatlllnes will 

also help to insure flowering; if temperatures are too vvarm, 
j_t will not flo'wer regardless of leng-lih of dark period. Pro

pagate by em tip cuttings. Place plants outside during 
StUllmer 8onths, in the shade. It shou~d be used as a flower
ing plant and is espec~ally attractive in hanging baskets. 



.Aglaollema modestum 
Chinese Evergreen 
MOist/82 degrees/shady 

Aglaonemas are some of the best plants we have for low ligh-c 

conditions. Many of them resemble the dumbcanes somewhat, 
but they are more du.rable and only reach a height of about 
1 1/2 feet. Their size and du.rability allow them to dowell 
in dish gardens and small planters. 

AglaOllema h081)i tura 
Aglaollema 

J:![oist/82 degrees/shady 

J\Iost all aglaollemas like 30)'~ or more relative hurn.idi ty, .' and 

hospi tlun no exception. They also grow best, if kept moist 
at all tines. Some can even be grown in Vlater • 

. A.glaonema treubii 

Aglaonema Silver Queen 

HOist/82 degrees/shady 

Displaying a large amou.llt of variegation, silver queen is one 

of the most popular aglaonemas. It can be propagated like 
most 8.rglaollemas by C2"ne cuttings. 

lUlthuximn andreanum rubrum 
Flarningo Plant 

Yfet/82 degrees/shady 

GrO\Vl1. in H8JTfaii it is 1(nov'.1n for its large du.rabl.e showy flowex's 

\'vhich are used in flowe:r arrange.ments. Humid air and partial 
shade are preferred. Use half soil and half sphag1.1UJ.n moss 
for the soil mix, and keelJ i t.lIloist. Propagate the plant by 

suckers or seeds. It can be us~ed as an accent point in planters 

v{hen in bloom and also as a specimen plant. 
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era friedrichstalii 

IfLonstera 

Mo:lst/82 degrees/ filtered StU1light 

Although this plan-t;' s leaves reseml)le those of deliciosa and 

petusD...'1l, they are much smaller and grow 011 small vines that 
climb so vigorously that. they usually, need help in attaching 

themselves to totem poles or walls. Friedrichstalii do not 
grow as well as deliciosa in the average home. 

Monstera deliciosa 

Philodendron 

1.:roist/82 degrees/filtered sunlight 

ITon~)tel"a deliciosa and mOl1stera petuslUll are often confused. 

Petusu.m is simply the smaller size of • ,They are both 

a viniilg 11lant leathery leaves variously cut and perfor

ated. Thick aerial roots give the plants a means by which to 
climb. SOJlletimes these reach dovvn to the soil, 01" a moss-

covered totem pole be provided. Leaves get up to 3 ft. 
long. Deliciosa ·~o the edible fruit. Only the matU2~e 

leaves have holes. 

Philodendron panduraeiorme 

Fiddle-leaf Philodendron 

J.:Ioist/82 degrees/filtered sunlight 

There are mal1.y vining J?hilodendron, and panduraeforme is one 

of the hardier • Its lU1usual leaf E;r.taIJe ma.ke it one 

of the most vvic1ely foliage plants. It can be seen in 

dish gardens, planters, boxes, and tubs. The of its 
leaves vaTJr from 3 - 15 inches in length on the 

C'lll tural cOllclitions to which the plant has been exposed. 
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Philod~ndron sellol~n 

Philodendron 
1'1oist/82 degrees/filtered sunlight 

.A...1so known as tr/rree Philodendronu or IISacldle-leaf Philoc1endron tl 

it is one of the few self-heading philodendron. Ii.Tost are vines. 

Philodendron selloluu closely resembles MOl1stera deliciosa v/hen 

it is Y01Ulg. When mature it t s leaves become deepl~l lobed and 

eventually grow 12 - 20 inches long and 10 - 14 inches wide. 

If grovVll under ol)"~imlun conditions, it will ef'fecti vely fill an 

entire corner ruLd can be used as a specimen plillLt. Cownercial· 

establislnnents often use Philodendron sellowu for interior 

decoration. 

Philodendron oxycardi lun 

Heart-·leaf Philodendron 

IVIoist/82 degrees/filtered Slul1ight 

Philodendron scandens is the correc"1i name of this plant" but 
it is nore readily known as oxycardum or cordatum. Vlhatever 

the name, th.is is probably the most used foliage plant in the 

United States. The heart-leaf l')i1ilodendron is one of the 

sturdiest plants adapted to growing in homes. It will accept 

full sun or dim light., enclure high or loW' temperatu:ces, and 

can withstand periods VIi thout water, and yet SODle vlill live 

and often grow in a glass of \<vater. 

Syngoni lun podophyll'lllU 
Nephthytus .lirrowhead 

Ii/[oist/82 clegrees/fil tered sunlight 

This plant is also knovvn as the "goosefoo"li. plant. 11 It is a 

vine type foliage =9lant \vi th lone: petioles. Whenever climbing 

or creepinB J)lants are needed the syngoniums are excellent. 

They are vJj.dely used as indoor foliage plants and vrill add 

decor to allY interior setting. 
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Syngoniu.m xanthophyllum 

Green Gold 
NOist/82 degrees/filtered sunlight, 

The' only difference betvveen green gold and nephthytus is its 

three to five fingered leaves having spear shal1ed lobes. They 

can both be propagated by stem cuttings, division, and by seed. 

Dief'fenbachia aJlloena 

D1'ullbcane 

],10i8t -' Dry/82 degrees/ifl tered sunlight 

The Dieffenbachias .are ].o10\Y11 as dumbc8.Jles because the acrid 

juice vlill cause s\velling al'ld lJarJeial paralysis of the tongue 

l)laced in contact with it. cehe plants are shrubby, J. "1 oJ. ., 

1}111CiI-

s'temrlled, vrith lone, pointed, oblo11{5 leaves ascending s~Dirally 

aroLu1c1 the caJJ.es. 11'00 rou.eh Slm will burn the leaves, but too 

mueh shade v!ill cause them to be poorly colored. Too rmlch 

water may c1rOVJ11 the fleshy roots or cause ranJ:~, weak growth. 

Vfell-groYvn 111::mts have stout stems, completely hidden by' the 

bases of the leaf l)etioles where tlley clasp, but exposed below 

v/here older leaves have fallen. The only frequent cOIlllJlaint 

about Dieffenb:a,chias is -that they have bare stems with only a 

small tuft lecl,ves elt the tOl') after a certain age. This is 

more or less normal and the resulting tree-like form is not 

unattractive. However, to shorten a plant, or simply to elim
inate the bare stem, air layer it" or l1ropagate in the spring 
or summer using 4-inch stem sections, half-buried lengthwise 
in rlloist sl')hagnlUll moss. 

Dieffenbachia picta 
Yellow-leaf Dumbcane 
EToist - Dry /82 degrees/filtered slu1ligh.lc 

Dieffenbach:La pi eta pos.seses the yellow variegation not present 
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in arnoena. They both vv-ill grow to a height. of six to eight 

feet or more and are used in indoor planters and as specimen. 

plants. 

Scindapsus aUl~eus 

Earble Queen -. Pathos 
T:'~oist/82 deGrees/iiI tered sunlight 

At mat'Llri ty and D_uder satisfactory eroll/inc; conditions I)othos 

have leaves tViO feet long, cut and perforated li~e those of 

mOl1stera. J?ollow the same cul tm"e as for philodendron, except 

the scil1dapsus plan:bs need to become nearly dry be·tween \vater- . 

ines. In addition, they show a marked preference for warm 

tenpcratl1.:ces. l\.bu_udant liGht tends to in.crease foliage varie~ 

gation. :Pro}?agation is by cuttings from sections of -I:;lla stem 
VIi th aerial roots aTe ]?otted sand and sphagnum moSS. 

~)cin(lapsus aureU8 

Golden rothos 

I!Loist/82 d~grees/filtered slUllight 

Pathos seldom reach their mature size when erovm in most homes. 

They uEJually reach the size of a l1J:li1odendron scandells or 
slightly larger. They are, therefore, better suited as large 
or tall totem poles 01'" large specimen vines for shelves or 
ledges. I)othos tencl to lose leaves or develop bro'ITm and yellow 
spots when not grov,TI in fcd.rly dry 1 \vell drained soil. 

Dizygothoca elegantissima 

FalGe Aralia 

I.::oist/82 degrees/filtered su:nlight. 

This sJ;>ecimen plant is often sold as the t1 marijuana plan'c lt 

because of the resemblence of their leaves. It1s one of those 
tricky specimens like 1:;he Boston Fern which is difficlut to 
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grow successfully. If the soil is too dry or too wet, it will 

drop its foliage. As it matures, it drops its lo\:ver leaves 

and attains a tree-like appearance. Actually jj:; is a tree 

growing to heights of 15 - 20 feet in its native habi ta.1G (even 

in Florida and Califol~~ia). Indoors; however, five to six 

fee-t is about 1:naxinn.:un. Propagation is by seeds, air layering, 

and cuttings. Mealy bugs love them. 

Ficus elastica decora 

Broadleaved Hubber Plant 

Idoist/82 degrees/filtered sunlight 

This is one of the most pOl)ular house plants in l1.TtlGrica. It 

has survived over the years as a household favorite because it 

is v:Lrtua11y indestructible. It t81{es in stride both over

\vatering and undervlatoring and is virtually disease aJ.1.d insect 

free, although scale sometimes is a problem. Decoro. gravIs v1ell 

inc1ark corners or SlU1l1Y vfindows. '.the original strain CaJlle 

i'x'om India' '\l1.1ere it attained heights of 30 fee-t and more. Its 

darlc ereen, lca:t;hery ovo..l leaves VJhich at mattU'i ty, are five 

to ten inches lonG and four to six inches across, grow from a· 

reclsheath v/hic11 turns brOY'lll and usually drops off. If this 

sheath fails to drop, it should be removed by 11and OJ.~ it may 

cause -the nevI leaf to rot. One of the lJrimary ol')j ections many 

ople have to the J?icus decora is that it soon becomes leggy 
by dropping its lower leaves aE; neill foliage emerges. To some 
extent, this is a natu:r'al phenomenon., but ovel.""vvateril~g can 
has..leen the process. One technique uhich sometimes encolll~ages 

branching and/or retention of lo-wer leaves, is pinching out 
the nevI loaves at the gro"vving tip before they open. An 

alternative to air layer the plant and start acain. Because 

the rubber 1)18 .. n-l:; has a tendency to become leggy , it is alvv8.ys 

a good idea to ~pot up three plan~s in one pot. As they grow 

together, the foliage mass gives the appeareJnce of a Single, 

lush, full specimen. 
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Saj.nt, pauJ_ia ionantha 

Afj:,ican Violet 

Y'i'Ioist!S2 degrees/filtored sunlight. 

African violet flowers may be single, semi-double, fringed or 

ruffled on the edge, and in varying shades of blue, pink, 

lavender, '.vine, J?Ul'"'l)le, and white. ~.\he bicolors have two shades 

of the S8.J~le color; nul ticolors have more. than two colors l)er 

florJ'er. And there are novelties VIi th star-sh8.ged flovlers, or 

petals bordered with another color, or contras~(;ingly streaked 

and splashc-;d.. It is easy to unders-'cand why .lurican violets 

are popular, for these plants vvill flow'er not just during one 

annual season, but off and on all year long. T'lley t[\ke ulJ 

li ttle c}!ace, and they keep healthy and contented VIi thont a 

deal of fuss and trouble. But don 1 t let t~le ]?opular 

name mislead you. rrhey are not violets, and they do not grow 

the tll1.l1ssian II or Uji;nglish n violets as we know them. 

ther, take n.L~\'fricann. as a clue to their clllture, and try to 

5i ve tlleill crowinG conditions Similar to their tropical homelands. 

~Be careful not to pour vlater 011tO the foliage vlhen watering 

these plants. 

~I~]?iscia reptans 

'}i'ltune Vi olet 

l'fIoist/82 degrees/filtered Slll11ight 

Bpiscias are luxuTiant foliage plants, handsome wi -tih or vfithout 

flowers. 1'11e first species to attract "IJhe attention of commerce 

\vas reptans and promoted as ·(;he nflcune violet. U Its IJebiJle

S1).2-'£'8,ce, bronzy leave s VJith c1istincti ve green or silver vein

il1e; l1ave becoTne a ~farD.iliar Sight whereever tropical plants 

are grown. lI'oday there are dozens of other episcia species 

and cuI ti val'S available. You Tray choose leaves wi th contrast-

ing veins or zones al'ld hairy or smooth surfaces. 11.'11e flow'ers 

may be vrhite, yellOW, IJinJ.c, red, blue, or lavender: 1Jlain, 

spotted, marked, or lined. Ji]piscia flowers are fringed, some 



25 

Bore noticeably than others. J~piscias are displayed best 

from a shelf or hanging ,basket. They grovY strawberry-like 

stolens one after the othel~, and soon these produce a magnif

icent cascade of foliage lUlequaled by any other plru1t. The 

effect is highlighted. by the blossoms which arise in the leaf 

axils, in some varietie s only seasonally, others alnlost con'!

stantly. If room does not permit fu.llest spreading for epis-. 

cias,. they may be lcept cut back into a r01ll1ded, bushy form. 
Hoot the plantle:ts along the cut-off stolens by pinning ·l;hem 

to moist soil. 

GYlllXca aurantiaca 
Velvet Plant 

T:Toist/S2 decrees/full sun 

Gynura is a branc11y plgnt with leaves and stems c0ll11)letely 

overlaid VIi th Bilort, Close-set, vivid pl.,u"ple haj_rs. This 

featu.::ce been 1)oth its salvation and its dovmfall--lsalvation 

because it pI'ovides tl1e beauty v{hich keeps people trying to 

grow' it, and clovvnfall because the hairs give a fragile look 

vvhich l~esu.lts in too rlluch pamperinG. l1emember the G~r.aura is 

a COf:1posite, 'which Ineans that in season you may see typical 

yellow daisies on it· whose relaJeives include 811Ch sDJ.1.-worship

pers as trlle f:llUlflovvers, daisies, and mariGolds. \'J11ile this 

family does h2ve a few members ' . .\fIlich prefer partial shade, 
GynuI'a not one of ~chem. Propagate it by cuttings, and 

prlD1e plant when i t is young to eliminate spindly single 

stem develolJment.. 

Crassula argentea 

~Jade Plant 

Dry/70 degrees/filtered slu1.1ight 

I0.1ovnl as a favorite for the sueeD_lent dish garden, Crassu_la 

argsntea is now gaining popularity as a large, ,easy-mainten
ance house plant,. It resembles a miniatu..re tree with its 
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,.thick, fleBhy trlmk and bran.ch structlu"e, and produces small, 

oval, jade-colored leaves vfhich are tingecl with red aro'und the 

perimeter. Very old specimens often grow four feet high and 

almost as vvicle. On rare occasions, a sl)ecimen which has 

received ideal treatment will produce clusters of l)in .. "/{ floilvers 

from about October to s~;?ring, but this only OCCUX'S when the 

plant· is gro\'ving outdoors. Since the Jade Plant is a shallow-

rooted J)lant, it m.ay need some st8.1;:ing if the foliage eets 

topheavy. FaJ.1ciers of this l)lant usually l')r11.ne out \7andering 

bl ... anches to leeep the plal1:~ sYJmnetrical. These, along v'lith 

individual leaves, can be rooted in sand to create new plants. 

Don' t bury the rooted branches; ju.st the roots. 'lllien relJotting, 

take care to J.naintain the previous soil level against the tl"llU'lk. 

If the soil level is higher, the trtLuk may rot. Propagate the 

plant bjT seeds, and leaf or stem cuttings. 

Crassula argentea variegata 

Dollar Plant· 

Dry/70 degrees/filtered sunlight. 

This is the variegated form of the Jade I)lant. The white or 

yellow colors that: mix wi th the green malce it an attractive 

specimen. 

Kalanchoe daigremontiana 
Bryophyll1J.ID 

Dry/70 deGrees/full sun 

.:Uso knOV/11 as the not-her of Cehousands, this I(alanchoe forms 
plLl,ntlets along the leaf edge. These pJ_cmtlets make it useful 

as a demonstration plant. j.l1 tYI)8S of propagation. It can be 

l')rOl)ac;ated by planting these naturally formed plantlets, by 

sowing sGe0. in the sl)rine, or·by tip cuttings. 
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Hipl)eastrum 3P]? 

Amaryllis 

IVloist-Dry /75 degrees/full slli'llight 

Hip1)eastrum vitta-GuJTI is the plant from vvhich most of today's .. 

pop1..uar forms of amaryllis oric;inated. These are the easiest, 

the shoYJ'iest, and probably the most favored of all pot-grovm 

bulbs. Hy1)rids of Dutch, .A.rnerican, or South African strains 

ar8 availal)le. Good cuI ti vars sell for 8.rOlUld five dollars. 

Flovlers of all tend tovJard lily shape, and are composed of 

three outer and three inner segments Vlb.ich are nearly eCl1.,,:.al in 

size and eq:uidif::;tant from each other, though often no-b ident

ically marked. tfhey are borne atop stout scapes, usually in 

Cll).s-cers of from tVIO to ii ve. In color, the flo1."Jer8 may be 

l)ure vrhite or of J?ink or red tones, in.cluding salmon, wine-red 

and violet-rose; they may have throats of lighter or deeper 

tones, or they ruay be banded, striped, or bordered in contrast

ing color. TFany times a SillCle o"l).lb will send Ul) as many as 

three scapes, x'c:~sul ting in a magnificent, long-lasting disl,lay. 

Hybrid 8xJlaryllis may fail to bloom if grovJ:Lng conditions do 

not px'omote at least four to six: health;)T new leaves during the 

sl)ring and S111mner. Propaeate them by removing and l)lanting 

offf:lets or by sowing seed. Seedlings reach maturity in two 
to three years. 

Saxifrage. sarmentosa 

Stravrberry J3egonia 

Dry/60 degrees/full slu11ight 

Unaccolu1tably, this j)lant h~lS l11..UnerOUs l)opulc.1r names, E~ome veT'J 
·Yl]"c'·Leo:1dJ""l r ,' !tc/.J_~""::l"Tbe::'\~'r"'lT r~·r::.J""alJl"'·un 11 .tl creeI"l·'1g' <::.r·'l"]or it 0-1a:1 t'.! .)...)_ ..,C',. -.l'0. , 0vJ..cJ~v J..,y, l)V .. c.: .. v ., . ,J ,L •• OC.~ _ , c".t 

"mother of thouiJanc1s 11 are some of the more read.ily used COYilTl~On 

names. Its olive green leaves, patterned Vii th grey areas along 

the veins, and ~3potted l,urple, beneath, m81-ce it a popular 

plant that is easy to grow. Propagation is by the l::>lantlets 

which form at the end of its red rUJ1J1.ers. 
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Pelare;oni lun peltatum 

Ivy-leaf Geranilun 

Dry/70 degrees/full sU111ight 

Pelargoniul)1S are delightflJ~ly attractive and often showy plants 

"vhose different species e~nd hybrids offer a great variety of 

size, 8ha1)e, 8:l1d color. r,Ta..i1.Y of them flovler for ll10nths if 

grorm under adequate light conditions. and sorne have aromatic 

leaves. Pelareonilul1s :fall into three 1:1ain croups:. the zonal 

l)elarGoniums (including the fancy-leaved variegated tY1Jes), 

. the Regal pelargoni lUllS, and the IV'J-leaved l)elargoni lUllS. 

Coc1iaelJJ11 SlJP. 

Croton 

liIoist/82 degrees/full sl1l11ight 

Species and varieties of coc1iae1..Ull, are a lsource of eque.l parts 

J)leasu:ce ancl anGuish to the indoor cardener. If kept v!arm and 

ill1JJid, given enough sunlight to color vlell, and enollgh fresh 

air circulation to reduce red sDider mite attacks, cratons are 

outstandinG as colorful :col:Lage Dlants. However, if any l)haE;e 

of cl1..1trlJ.."e is not agreeable, they may dX'Ol) their leaves vlithin 

a Batter of ho·urs. Thirty percent or more hUJiliclity and ail' 

circulation are desirable. Propagate from cuttings iJvhenever 

\Jarmth and high hUlnidi ty can be lJI1ovided. 

I:luJ?horbia splendens 

CrOV"TJ:l of Thorns 

EOist/70 degrees/full sU11light 

~i:his is the only Dpec.ies of :[~uI>hor1)ia widely cultivated by 

indoor gar(leners other than the Ohristma.s pOinE3Gttia. It has 

short-lived lC2.ves and stems covered v/ith stout, Gray s·oines. _l 

't·he floro.l l)l"acts c:,re ~- to 1 inch across and usually rosey 

red. r.Vhe history of this plant is said to have -beg"Lll \vith the 
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cruc1fixion of Jesus Christ as the crovm of thorns that vras 

placed on his head. The J?18.nt is believed to have began 

producing its rosey red bracts immediately after the cruci

fixion. 

EUDhorbia pulcherrima 

·Poil1'settia 

MOist/70 deGl>ees/full 81.Ullight 

'17ith its sJ?ectacular brilliant :ced bracts, the l?oinsettia 

desex'ves i·;;s im.nense popularity. After being introduced to 

the United States by J.ll. Poinsett in 1825 1 this plant began 

~GO I)e i'UT"l:;:;.Ier developed by Albert I0cke in the early 1900 r sand 

more recently by }?oxLI Tdikl~elsen. POinf:3et-'cias can be grown in 

varying E3hal)GS, sizes, 2:.l1cl \Tlith red, pink, or white bracts. 

1.1:hey are usually l)rOpagated from stem cu-'ctines" 

Hedera helix variegata 

Variegated Bnglish Ivy 

I(oist/70 c1egrees/fu.ll Sillllight 

Hecleras are t:railing plants and are available in about fleventy 

vc"trieties. I.Chese include kinds \vith larc;e leaves, 81418-11 leaves, 

some five-laDed, others three-lobed, several Vii th ruffled or 

i11aI'gil1al1y curled edges, and numerous lLLnds with w!.lite or 

yellovl variegation. ~Che ivys are grovm both indoors and out

doors. They are often seen climbing attached to brick walls, 
trees, or fences. Propagation by cuttings can be done at, 
anytime. 

3chefflera actinophylla 
Umbrella Tree 

Dry/82 degrees/filtered sunlight 

One of the most heauti~'111 of all houGe l)l8.11;.£iS, ~~he Dchefflera 

j_s still among the tal) five in demand even after several years 
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of popularity. does have one u .. nf'ortlulate drawback, and 

that is its S1l8ceptability to spider infestation. The 
plant develol)s horizontal tiers of oval or elliptical leaves 

creating the effect of an open u.mbrella. YcrLulg Sl)eC~mens tlu"ow 

out six to seven leaves at the end of each branch, and after· 

matul"ity, sixteen s, each of which r01.tghly tVIO inches 

vlide and 12f1 to 1411 long. To frus"l:irate its tendency to go 

leggy, selectively pinch out new sets before they ernerge. 

You can also cut the stem successfully. The pla.nt recovers 

nicely. (Ehe umbrella tree is cOllllnercially propagated by seeds, 

but half-ripened em cuttings are used by the hobbiest. 

A native of 

ful evercreen 

Araucaria excelsa 

Island }?ine 

~Toist/70 degrees/filtered SlUllight 

Island in the South Pacific, this beauti-

of the :pin8 is seldom e;rorril indoors 

because of the 11<':1. aSfn.l[tll)tlon pines do not thrive 

indoors. This one does. It I S a slovv-grovver, but eventually 

develops into a clranlatic, stylized, Christmas tree 

\vith branches covered VJith half-inch lone; needles. 

On its native , this pine reaches a height of 200 feet, 

but in captivity 2 - 5 feet. j.s more likely. Propagation is 

from seeds or by rooting JGhe top of an old plant. 

blumei 

Moist!82 degrees/full sl-u1.1ight 

The most corunoD Coleus species is blumci. ct.no.. its varieties. 

The extraordinary variegations of color on these plants 
them rnore uSeftLl as a bedding. j)lant. The multitude of colors 

cor.1bined wi tIl a])J?ear more effecti va when the plants are 

grouped or contrasted togethcl'·. Buds of theil" inSignificant 

flo\vers should be pinched out to give a bushy shape. 
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Fuchsia h;Y()1"'io.a 

Fuchsia 

Moist!70 degrees/filtered sunlight 

The correct way to spell fuchsia is F-U-C-H-S-I-A. As a 

house plant, fuchsias may be difficult or easy to grow, de

pending on who you ask. There are many varieties and hybrids 

available, offering tall, . short or trailing plants with flowers 

of various colors and struot1ll"es. 

Aeschyna:nthus lobbianus 

Lipstick Plan.t 

I'doist/82 degrees/fil tared sunlight 

This genus oontaj_l1s attractive plants with thick, deep green 

foliage, 8.no. f1orJe1.~s \,'1hioh are striking in color as well as 

shalJe. Its lJright red, tubular flovlers, mOD.l'lted on long hang

ing sterns, ma1tes the plant useful in hanging baskets indoors. 

The plants are ei?iphytes in their native habitat in the East 

Indies, so they are usually grovm in a soilless mixture 

indoors. Lack enough hlunidi ty may cause them JGO drop the±.r 

leaves buds. 

Plectranthus australus 

Swedish Ivy 
I!Ioist/72 degrees/filtered SlU11ight 

vigorously fsrowing plant is almost always used in a 
cQntainer indoors. }Jxtensi ve pru.;j:1.ing and l1inchinB 

ms.y be necesf3ary to develop a desirable compact forIIl. 1u
'though nlunerous small pale blue or white flowers are produced, 

IJlant grovm primarily for its lovely foliage. 
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Zebrina pendu~a 
Wandering Jev!}' 

Dry/68 degrees/filtered sunlight 

This plant is popular because of its stri.kingly variegated 
foliage and adaptability to household conditions. Zebrinas 
are at their best in a hanging basket. 

Sil1l1ingia speciosa 
Gloxinia, 
IJloist/82 degrees/filtered smllight 

The large' bell-shaped flowers of the gloxinia have made it 
deservedly popular. Its large and very br~ttle leaves are 
also attractive. Seeds and tubers are used most for IJropagat
ing the gloxinia although. it may be rooted from cuttings. 



CONCLUDING DISCUDGIOl\f 

This instructional kit was designed to present the viewer 

vii th a selection of the to.ost common house plants. The author 

realizes that all of these nlants vvill not be fa.11liliar to ..!. 

everyone evel"JiVvhere. Some I)lanJGs may be known by other names. 

ConlIllon l18.Jl1es vary between locales, and floricul tu:-cists are 

knorv.a to have various species contradictions when nSlning plants, 

but there is almost total agreement concerning the genera to 

'which a l,laxlt 'belongs. 

Th.e· cultural rc(].uireJllen-t;s listed vfi th each I)lant are the 

most deSirable, but it should be remembered that, these plo"nts 

will grovv 'lu1der conditions other tl1an those listed. The light 

requireroents of a plant. are [;i ven in 5enoral terms to o.110v" 

for the varying light conditions that exist indoors, as SlU1-

light and shac10YIS interJl1incle. 1:11e te.lllperature x'equireIncnt 

is really not useful to the hobbyist" because house plants 

mtls-t; live 'vvith vvhatever temperatu.re the occupants of a h01"::1e 

or offj~ce desire. Usually the teml)Ora-CUre i:ncloors vfill be 

ar01Lud 68 to 70 degrees.' rrhe moifJture requ.irementE3 are 

divided into three groups. If a l11ant t s recluirement is for 

a dry medium, it can endure periods of drough~t without injury 

and should not 'be kept vret or :raoist. If its requirem.ent is 

m.oist, the J:aoc1ium Day be allowed to become dry "between vv"ater-

ings. If ttle requirement is vvet, the surface should be kept 

moist at all times. Irhese stilTulations can be justified 
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because a 

surface near 

will hold 1110re moisture farther below its 

roots. 

Hopefully this work may enable the viewer -'GO properly 

identify and become fan1iliar with the cultuxal requirements 

of these and other i11c100r plants. One sholud not be expected 

to view this presentation and immediately be able to identify 

the plants. s package must Vieii'led at short intervals 

for severe).l. we to allow the student- ,.lao gradually become 

familiar wi""Gh ~the plc:.-u1t rna terial. Only five to seven plants 

should be IJresented to(:;ether for learning, and previo'usly 

learned. planj; terial should be revievlec1 often. 

Beautiful l)lan-t Dl)ecill1ens can110t be grown E1iml)ly by 

learni115 C'lLl tlJral requirements. )Ytany hours of practice 

and patience (;"I,1"e requ.ired to turn a thlunb green. 



SUlVIJ11ARY 

This instructional kit.: has been. developed in the. hope 

t.hat; it, may be of value in teaching the,· identification and. 

cultural requirements of indoor plants and for use by exten

sion agents. Those who make use of this kit; should be cog

nizant of the, ever-changing needs of their students and con

stituants. The instructors and, agents should continue to 

compile information on new plant material and add it to this 

selection. They should also remove' parts that become obsolete 

or are not, of interest and use to their viewers. 

It is also the hope, of the author that; this work may 

provide a basiS for expandingi studies related to indoor plants 

and that other educators may use this, in some form, as a 

guide to formulate workbooks, lesson plans, and laboratory. 

exercises in all areas of vocational horticulture. 

One should realize that. a large amount· of time and money 

mus-u-, be spent,! to develop any worthwhile instructional materials. 

The apprOximate. cost.: of time, and materials used, in developing 

this kit; was one thousand, dollars. 

35 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

t. Anonymous. NevI Pr:0l1:0uncing .. Dictionar~ of Plant Names. 
Florist, Publishing Co., 1964. 

2. Baines, J. and K. Key. The .ABC of Indoor Plants. Alfred 
A. Knopf Inc., 1973. 

3. Crandall, C. Success with House Plants. San Francisco:' 
Chronicle BbOl\:s, 1973. ' 

4. Crockett, J.U. and editors of the Time-Life, Books, Flower
ing HO'Llse"Plants. Time Inc., 1971. 

5. Fitch, C .M: Th~ ... Co.E1plete Book, at: House Pl.~nt.s. Hawthorn 
Hooks Inc., 1972. 

6. Graf, A.B. ExottgD - Pictori.§l~ .Cxcloned1a of Exotic, 
J?la11;ts from T .. x:opical and Near-tro12ic Reg~, 6th ed., 
Roehrs Co., 1.973. 

Kiplinger, D.C., A. Laurie, and, K.S. 1:Ielson. Commercial 
Flower Forcing, 7th ed. McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1969. · 

8. Lindstrom, R.,S. ,Jndoor Plant~, 1974. 

9. Nicolaisen, A. , 1he Pocket Encyclopedia of Indoor Plants. 
The IV[acmillan Company I 1,970. 

36, 



APPENDIX 

lUphabetical listing of the indoor plants by genus: 

Page 

.Adiantlun ca~()ill us veneris • • • • • • • • • • •• 13 

Aechmea fasciata • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Aeschynanthus lobbianus • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Aglaonema (hoSlJi-tl)IJ1, modestl.,M, treubii) • • • • • 

. Anthurilun andreanum ru.brlun • • • • • • • • • • • 

Iiphelandra Bquarrosa louisa • • • .'. • • • • • • 

.!~_rancaria excelsa • • . ~ . • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Asparagtts (meyeri, 1)11Jl110BUS, 81')rengeri) · . . . .' 
'(181)le11i U]]1 nidus • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Begonia (corallina, elatior, rex, 

semperfJ.orens, spp., 
tl).berhybrida) 

• • • • • • • • 

Chlorophytl.Jln elatlun vi ttatlun • • • • • • • • • • 

1 1 

31 

18 

18 

10 

30 

16 

12 

8 

14 

CocJj_aeum 81):9. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• ' 28 

Coleus bllunei • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 30 

. Crassula (argentea~ argentea v[;~riegata) • • • • • 26 

Dieffenr)8.chia (rulloena, ]):Lcta) • • • • • • • • • • 21 

Dizygotheca elegantissima • • • • • • • • • • • 22 

• • • • • • • • 15 

lJl,iscia reptans • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 24 

}Juphorbia (1)111cherri:rna, splenc1 ens) • • • • • • • 28 

Ficus elastica decora • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 23 

Fittonia argyroneura • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 10 
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Page 
FU.:.ohsia hylJrida • • • • • • • • • • • • • • e • •• 31 

Gynl1ra [;1,lu:-antiaca • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • e 25 

IIedera helix variege:ba • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

IIi.ppeastrl]Jn spp. . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . . . 
Eoya cal'nosa •••••••••••• e ••••• '. 

Irnpati ens :31JJ_ tanii • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

KalC:l.llchoe daic;rem.ontian.a • • • • • • • • ••• • • 

I,Tarant.a (1e1,100neura kerchoveana~ 
]. eucone'Lu~a ~C1assanGeana) 

• • • • • • • • • 

clelioosa) • • • • • • e' 

Neorecelia carolinas • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

29 

27 

10 

1 1 

26 

17 

19 

12 

HephrolelJsis eXf,tl ta.ta • • • • • .'. • • • • • • •• 14 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 28 

}'elJeromia (co..poTata, ,obtl1sifolial' • • e . . e... 7 
sancl.ersii) 

Philodendron (oxycarditnn, l)anduraeforme • • • • •• 19 
, sellolun) 

J?ilea (cac1ierei ItAltuninuJJl, II cadierei 
ifJ?ri end ship 'I ) 

.' . . . . . . 
• • • • • • • • • • • e • • • 

Plectranthus australus • • • • e' • ... e, • • e, • e • 

Saint IJ8,ulia ionarltha • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

7 

13 

31 

24 

S8.J.1sevieria (J:lahnii, t'r:Lfasciata) • • • • • • • •• 14 

Saxifracra s8.x'J.uentosa • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 27 

f)chef:flera actin,o}!hylla • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 29 

SchlUlIll)0Tgera bridgesii '. • • • • • • • • • • • •• 17 

Scindal1SUS (aureus lIIvTarb1e Queen, n. • • • • • • •• 22 
aureus tJG61denu 



39 

SiID1.ingia speciosa • • • • • • • • e • • • • • • • • 
Syngoni1..U1l (poclophyllum, xanthophyllUlJ.l) • • • • • • • 
Vriesia splendens • • e. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Zebrina pendula •. • • • • e • • • e .. • • • • • • e·· 

Page 

32 

20 

12 

32 



Alphabetical listing of the, indoor plants by common name,:, 

Page 

African; Violet, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Aglaonema 

Airpine 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Aluminum Plant, 

lm1arylli s • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Asparagus Ferns • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Begonias 

Birdnest; 

· .... ~ ............... . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Birdnest Fern. 

Boston Fern • 

B:ryophyllum • 

• • • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • 

· . . . . . . . . ~ 
Chinese Evergreen • 

Christmas Cactus • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Coleus 

Croton 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

. . . . . . .". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
CrOVln of Thorns • • • • 

Cut-leaf Philodendron • 

Dollar Plant • • • • • 

Dracaenas • • • • • • 

Dumb cane • • 
English Ivy • 

FaJ.se llralia 

• Fittonia 

Flame Violet, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • · .' . . . . . . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • ., • • • • • • • • • • • 
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24 

18 

11 

7 

27 

16 

8 

14 

12-

14 

26 

18 

17 

:;0 

28 

28 

19 

26 

15 

21 

29 

22 

10 

24 



• 

• .. 
• 

Flaming, Sword .'. 

Flamingo Plant 

Friendship Plant ... 

Fuchsia • • • 

Geranium· • 

Gloxinia. • 

Gold Dust ... 

• 

• 

• 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

• • 
• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Golden pathos • • .• • • 

Greengold • • • • • • • 

Impatiens • • • .. • • • 

Jade. Plant, • • • • • .• 

Lipstick. Plant.,. •• 

rjlaidenhair Fern • • • 

Marble Queen Pothos • 

Monstera • • · .. • • 

Nephthytus Arrowhead 

. Norfolk Island. Pine .• 

Peperomias •• 

Philodendrons • 

• " 

• 

" 

• 

• 

• 

" 

• 

• • 

• • 

• • 

- • 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

" 

• 

• 

Poinsettia 

Prayer Plant, 

Rubber Plant; 

Silver Queen • • • • • 

Snake Plant. • • • • • • 

Spider Plant ••••• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

" 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • 

· .. • • • • • 

• • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • 

· ,- • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • · .... . -
• • • • • • • 

· " • • • • • 

• • • • • • • 

• • • · . .. . 
• • • · .. . . 
• • • · .\. . . 
• • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • 

• • • 

· " . 
• • • 

· .'. 
• • • 

· .. . 
• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

III • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

• • 
• • 

· .~ 
· .~ 
• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

.. . 
• • 

• e' 

• • 

• • 

· .' 
• • 

• • 

Page 

12. 

1.8 

7 

:;t 

28 

32 

15 

22. 

20 

tt 

26 

31 

t3 

22 

1.9 

20 

)Q 

7 

19 

28 

17 

23 

18 

14 

14 
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Page 

Staghorn Fer:t1. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 13 

Strawberry Begonia • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 27 

Swedish Ivy • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 31: 

Tri.-colored Bromeliad • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .' 12 

Umbrella Tree • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 29 

Velvet Plant, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 25· 

Wandering J e\v • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 32 

Watermelon Plant • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 7 

Wax Plant, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 10 

Zebra Plant, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 10 
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II1DOOR PLANTS 

IDEl~TIFICATION AND, CULTURE. 

By-

Lacy Clyde Harold 

(ABSTRACT) 

A ,self~instructiona1. ki t-, identifying seventy-three 

indoor plants, their. cultural requirements, and uses was 

prepared. The kit consisted of seventy-eight slides of the 

plant material and. a.forty-fiye minute taped narration. The 

. botanical and conunon names of each plant along with its 

moisture, temperature, and light; requirements were super

imposed on each slide. Each plant's unique characteristics 

and uses were described by the script of the tape. which 

averaged approximately thirty seconds per plant,. 




