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,S'mithfield is an important historic property adjacent to the 
campus of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University in 
Blacksburg, Virginia. The manor house, constructed around 1774 on 
the frontier, is a premier example of early American architecture and 
is one of few such regional structures of that period to survive. It was 
the last home of Colonel William Preston, a noted surveyor and de­
veloper of western lands, who served as an important colonial and 
Revolutionary War leader. Preston named the 2,000-acre plantation 
"Smithfield" in honor of his wife, Susanna Smith. Today, the manor 
house is a museum that is interpreted and administered by a local 
group of volunteers. 

In 1997 The Smithfield Review was founded with the purpose of 
helping to preserve the often neglected history of the region west of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains in Virginia and adjacent states. We seek 
articles about important personages and events, reports of archaeo­
logical discoveries, and analyses of the social, political, and architec­
tural history of the region. Whenever possible and appropriate, the 
articles will incorporate letters, speeches, and other'primary docu­
ments that convey to the reader a direct sense of the past. 
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