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Today we will...

● Recognize common characteristics and needs of GTAs 
and other new academics

● Identify ways to support GTAs and other new academics 
as they grow into their identities as teachers

● Develop strategies for preparing GTAs and other new 
academics to take on collaborative roles in teaching and 
learning in order to apply to the context of your own 
institutions



Discussion Question 1

What interested you in this session?  

What sorts of ideas do you hope to leave this session 
with? 



GTAs: Learners in Transition 



Navigating Learning Roles



Developing a New 
Professional Identity 



● Relationships with 
faculty members

● Relationships with peers
● Teaching responsibilities 

with own coursework
● Perceptions and 

expectations from 
undergraduate students



Discussion Question 2

Think about the evolution of your identity as you went 
from a student to a new professional to a seasoned 
librarian and educator.  

What experiences, resources, or people supported this 
evolution of your identity?  



How we support GTAs and other 
new academics in their teaching 
and learning roles:  

A Virginia Tech case study





Meeting GTAs Where They Are



Providing Resources and Training

http://guides.lib.vt.edu/1106toolkit



http://guides.lib.vt.edu/1106toolkit



Starting Conversations 



When working with GTA partners...

● Recognize their unique experiences and expertise

● Have empathy for their roles

● Identify and integrate with departmental structures

● Focus on shared goals and challenges

● Seek opportunities to be a mentor



Future Plans



Discussion Question 3

To help us meet our third learning outcome, we have 
developed an opportunity for you to think about what 
we’ve discussed here today and apply it to a scenario.

Listen to the scenario and work with your group to 
develop a strategy for this scenario.  
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