Jwnior Councdl:

Our 4-H Junior Council met on two occasions this year. The Junior Coun-
eil, Junior 4-H leaders and other leaders planned a 4-H Day that was sponsored
Saturday, July 16th.

Approximately two hundred 4(-H members, leaders, parents and friends gath-
ered on the Training School Campus and enjoyed a gala 4~H Club Day. The pro-
gram got on the vay around 2:(C p.m. Sandwiches, ice cream, drinks and hot
dogs vere sold in the work shop of the Vocational bullding.

The H-D group donated most of the commodities to be sold. Committees

of leaders did the selling. Groups vere supervised in recreation and singing.

The $22.(C cleared from sales was used in supplementing the County Advis-
ory Treasurer. The group exhibdted fine spirit im getting acquainted. We sang,
played, ate and had an afternoon of fun., 4~H members, leaders and parents be-

came to know each other better.




Fair:

Southampton's 4-H'ers participated in fairs and shows. Two members won
the Grand Champion Single and the Grand Champion Pen on the Junior Market
Hog Show and Sale ip Suffolk. Twe other members won first and second prize
vith calves.

Vogetables:

The entire group of my boys are obligated to participate in the family's
garden. They are to control insects and diseases. They are to make sure
that both recommended seeds and fertilizer be used. Most of this informatien
is found in their garden bulletin,

Posdor Pig:

I take groups of 4-H boys to hog shows and sales and to feeder pig sales.
The feeder pigs are inepected at farms before they are accepted. Pigs must be
healthy as well as U, S, I's. The feeder pig sale is at least once monthly.
The sales average easily 5/ pigs. It's a relatively new interprise that is
paying off. Eoys are taught to guard their animals against sources of infect-
ion, They receive individual training in showmanship. The boys are also
taught sanitation and nutrition.

Regordy:

Boys are required to keep progress records. To stimulate interest, they

are reminded of requirements for county and state awards.
Plsdges:
4~H members are reminded of their motte in doing jobs the best they kmow

hov. They are asked to comply with their pledges. They are asked to practice

the golden rule. In keeping with features pointed out above, the hope is that

these grov into good loyal citizens and owtstanding leaders.




Earollment:

We have thirteen 4-H Clubs with an enrollment of 847 members. Four hundred
#six of this number are boys. The boys are conducting 505 projects in field crops,
vegetable gardens, seil conservatien, forestry, wildlife, swinme, home ground
beautificatien and Junier leadership., Project work provides avenues through
vhich energy of the teenagers may be transforwed inte achievement.

Iralning:

The boys are trained to give demonstrations in culling and grading for
quality products. There is at least one judging team in each club. We put
into practice the idea of learning by doing. We use the exchange program method
that is a judging team deing a demonstratien at another club meeting. Our clubs
meet monthly,

Demongtratiensg:

Club members reporting on the progress of their projects and giving demon-
strations enable themselves to face an audience and at the same time give us
clues to locating talents.

Pregrang:

Club members present short programs at their monthly meetings. They pre-
sent county-wide natienal programs in their season as Mural Life Sunday and Na-
tienal 4-H Week. Our 4-H leaders are active in assisting with programs plann-
ing. A committee of leaders agree on participants for most of our county pro-
grams. Again is a time to locate talents.

Rublicity:
With most of our county programs each 4=H family is sent a notice. This

not only assures good attendance but allows for 4-H publieity. Bulletins,

bulletin boards and news articles help

in completing advertisement.
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It 1s also enabling others to make decisions for themselves. Letters, News-

articles, counciling and meetings are mediums for gettiamg mev recommendatiens

into practice.
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& wool market was established in Franklin this year at which 12(€¢ pounds of South
Southampton wool was sold. This will become am annual sale.
Ereeding:

The time may soon come wher the extreme seasonal price swing on lamb dis-
appears. Scientists have already preduced several lamb crops in the fall ef
the year. This vas made possible by using an artificial harmome to induce
heat perieds in Ewes. The problem so far has been low conception rate. Far-

shearing
mers and 4~H members have obeerved shewkmg and have been given materials te
enable them to perform the task of shearing.
Rewltry
Markeis:

Our farmers provide a few eggs for sale as well as have chickens and eggs
for table use. Tender green grasing and culled green leaves from vegetables
stimulate potentials for laying. Unproductive chickens are used for table or
sold to supplement family economy.

Erogress
Iam & Home Develogment
Farm and Home Development activities as a unit appreach is progressing.

Original families are still providing stimulus to newer families. They are

being counciled to use their resources to best advantages. 1In discussing ways

and means, preblems are identified. Changes and problems present opportunities.
Ladustries
Nev industries are being developed. These industries are furnishing em-
ployment to farmers who are retiring from farms. An increasing number of buses
provide transportatien to Planters Peanut imdustry in Suffolk, Naval Base in
Norfolk and other industries.
Mage Medig
Leadership is doing a wonderful jeb in aiding farmers to make adjustments.




Pasture:

Good pasture or good gleaning has much to do with pork ecenomy. Other
than hoging down corn peried, hogs help in salvaging corn pecker leses. Geood
gleanings are worth from $5 to $1¢ per acre. Hogs gain a pound a day grasing
corn fields with the proper supplements. Care 1s taken net te allew hogs te
bunt for the last bit of feed. They will walk eff much of what they gained
vhile picking vas goed. The lewer grain prices are the mere stressed on live-
stock feeding.

Iadra:

Pairs and sales have definite and important places in Agriculture. Con-
ditions at these places make it ecasier for disesses to get started. Ve en-
courage that sources of infectien be guarded against. Dangers begin vhen ani-
mals are subjected to "stress factors" durimg travel, at vhich time they are
mere susceptible. Certain animals are considered as carriers. Farmers are as-
ked te quarantine animals after they are returned frem fairs., Hogs are excell-
ent gleamers and are used to salvage much of the crope that are left im fields.

Cattle

Farmers of Seuthampton County are gradually imcreasiag their cattle pre-
gram. Yearling cattle help in salvaging stalks, vines and the like. Feeder
cattle gaine from 2 to ) peunds a day on stalk and vines with pretein supple-

ment. Lemuel Warren of Ivor Cemmunity exhibited two Guermsey Milk Cews on the

Tidevater Fair, vinaing first and second prises. Two of his sons vho are 4-li'ers,

exhibited the two calves winnimg first and second prise.
Sheep
Just ten years age the number of matured sheep in the county was around

230, It Bas nov grown to 17(C, To previde a convenient market for this wool,




It is sold through the hogs to which the corn is fed, Around a hundred thou-
sand hogs will be sold from the county this year. The average weight will be

around 200 pounds, and the average price per pound around 18¢, That will be

$3,600,000 to the county., Southampton County is the largest pork producing

county in Virginia.
Breeds:

Hampshires, Yorkshires, Spotted Poland Chinas, Black Poland Chinas, and
Durocs form the basic breeds raised in the area., lHog production supports sev-
eral areas meat packers and add greatly to the economy. Among these are Gwalt-
ney and Luter of Smithfield, Beale of Southampton, Harrell of Suffolk and Nat-
ional Swift and Company on Franklin-Courtland highway 58, In 1959, planned
hog sales were sterted in Southampton County. Now the Courtland Tidewater Sales
Barn conducts all hog sales in the entire area, Bred stock, feeder pigs and
private sales are held at periodic intervals and attrset buyers from all over
Virginia and neighboring states.

Market Types:

We place stress on the fundamentals of growing good hogs., We emphasize
the type of market hogs to produce, choosing gilts from the best available pro-
ducing lines, Baby pigs are ear-tagged in order to know which gilts come from
the top sows and boars, Farmers are advised to feed and manage for top returns
learning the feeding value of various feeds,

Health:

Vaccination is the best way of insuring hogs against diseases, This should
e done properly and on time, Premises where pigs are kept are clean and sani-
tary. The balanced ration keeps natural body defenses at a high level to re-
sist infection. Sanitary measures and a balanced nutritious ration are basic

to producing good hogs.
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Diseases:

Urban and rural families are assisted with landsceping, rooting cuttings
and transplanting shrubs around the homes, Trees, shrubs and other ornamentals
present more and difficult problems in controling fungus, diseases and insects,

Soil Conservation

Drainage:

The soil conservation service of the ~~unty this year instelled thousands
of feet of drainage, tile built thirty or more ponds and removed thousands of
cubie yards of soil in continuing efforts toward soil improvements,

An are. ~~nservation office is operating in Franklin, This office pro-
vides technicians and soil scientist for all eastern Virginia., Over Southamp-
ton County during the past few years, the march of agriculture has been upward,
Soil improvement, conservation, research and continuous innoveticns in produc-
tion have driven crop ylelds up. Farmers efforts add immeasurably to the eco-
nomy of the county and towns,

Industries

The Franklin area of this county has a liberal amount of mills, factories,
and other industries, The surrounding forest and land is feeding Franklin's
population, sustaining her industries and absorbing her products,

Cotton

Southampton out produces the surrounding counties in cotton, yet, calls
cotton a minor due to the permanence of corn, peanuts and watermelons. We some-
times refer to Southampton County as a land of "pines, pigs and peanuts"

Hogs
Present Crop:

Southampton has gained national fame in the production of pork products,

Southampton's gigantic corn crops which lead the state is not sold as corn.
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produced at a low cost, ey have been produced in corn over the years for
after grazing., We now reed soybeans in rows to be harvested, for market,
Harvest machines have been scarce, Harvest cost has made soybeans an expen~
sive crop. Now that combines are inereasing in numbers, soybeans are more
profitable,
Marketing:
Southern States Store in Franklin has recently improvec
handling the product and are now buying. 0il from soybeans is
as an ingrediert in chicken feed,
Grassland
A number of farmers have seeded their idle land to grass and have increas-
ed their livestock. Should the livestock market fall below a profit, the land
can easily be converted agsin to crops,
Watermelons
Large acreage of land has been diverted to the production of watermelons,
so much that very little profit was made this season. At last resorts, the
last of the watermelons made good grazing for hogs.
Gardens
New Varieties:

Year-round vegetsble gardens with a variety of useful and nutritious veg-

tables are becoming better established, Farmers are becoming deeply interested

in growing winter Kale (broccoli) and other unadopted vegetables,

Preserving:

Deep freezers are well established and vegetables are stored for out of
season use., Not only does this help with the food variety but fresh vegetables
means so mwch for improving the health situation, I work with the people re-

ligiously in controling insects and diseases,
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good. Prices are also good. My farmers were asked to follow the latest re-
commendations: Holland Jumbo (rumner) for light sandy land, Virginia Bunet
(bunch) for dark heavy soill, Virginie 56-R (runner) for light or dark soil &
Ga. 119-20 (buneh) for light or dark soil,

Seed Treating:

To prevent seed decay and to improve stands we emphasized treating our

seeds with arsson, Ve also recommended that fertilizer be applied to the pre-

vious erop in rotation or to cover crops. 0=10=20 or 0=9-27 or the equiva-
lent in some other analysis be applied, the pH to be kept between 5.7 and 6.2,
We asked that peanuts be cultivated so that 1little or no soil is thrown to the
base of the plants or on the vine, which causes stem rot. Peanuts wilt be
controled with the use of split applications of sulfur dust,
Good Grezing:

Peanuts left in the soil at harvest time provide profitable grazing for
hogs. Rye grass seeded on peanut land at harvest time provides excellent cover
crop &8 well as late winter and early spring grazing and may be turned under as

a good soil conditioner, Peanut vines make an excellent feed and livestock like

Marketing:

Peanut markets and buying stations, are most convenient, Planter's peanut
warehouses and buying stations are distributed over the county. Hancock peanut
sompany is stationed in the county., Peanut factory is located in Franklin,
Government peanut warehouses are stationed over the county. With the convenient
methods of harvesting peanuts here, they are conveyed directly from the fields

to market.

Joybe

» our program as traditional grazing for hog




Surplus land over and above alloted crops is seedad to milo, soybeans or grass
F Y

for pasture,

Production:

Peanuts are big business in Southampton. Southampton produces more pea-
nuts that any other county in the country. So far as total income 1s concern~-
ed, peanuts form the money crop of the county. We produce 34% of the peanmuts
grown in the state, Peanuts are planted on 30,200 acres in the county, Our
yield per acre is around 1900 pounds, 1300 farms operators are engaged in
raising this important crop.

Improve Machinery:
During the past few years, peanmut harvesting machines are increasing.

After the peanuts have been plowed up and dried the machine takes the vines

from the ground, seperate them and load the peanuts into trucks withoi the use

of bags getting the peanuts to market in a shorter time with less labor.
Artificial Dryer:

Artificial peanut drying apparently is going to pay off, N, 5. Boykins,
a member of the Board of Supervisors, representing Ivoer district owns and op-
erates the first two-storied peanut dryer ever built in Virginia and possibly
in the world., Mr. Boykins has been a peanut buyer for twenty years. He fesls
that this machine will be the solution to the farmers harvest problem, The
machine dries 500,000 pounds in three days, Whereas four to six weeks is taker
to dry them in shocks, Boykins market his peanuts in Suffolk, the world's lar-
gest peanut market, a distance of 22 miles., Peanuts are not the only crof
dried by the plant. The plant dries beans, milo, corn and other grains,

Varieties and Yields:

Peanuts are considered an all purpose interprise and may be considered our

outstanding cash crop. Yields are running short this year but the quality is




Recommended seeds might be the solution. We emphsalzed chocking drills before
seeding the bulk of the particular crop.

It was stressed that we not only use the proper analyzing and amounts of
fertilizers but that it must be properly placed for best results. Though lar-
ge amounts of phosphate and potash is used the lack of nitrogen may be a limit-
ing factor. Fxperiments and experiences have shown that weed control is necess-
ary for best crop production, Insect and disease control are also important.

At times, small grain yield is not as good as desired because the variety used
is not resistent to certain diseases,
Corn

One might try growing 100 bushels of corn on anacre of 50 bushels per acre

land, a most unprofitable procedure, The soil might simply not have the poten-

tial ability to produce high ylelds of corn. A lack of molsture may be the limi-
ting factor. Perhaps the land will do better in a grain crop more tolerant to
dry weather than corn,

We have had a few consecutives dry summers, Southampton's corn erop did
not do so well, Lack of moisture was the limiting factor. Though we find varie-
ties more tolerant to dry weather, we suplemented corn with milo which was more
tolerant, and requires less labor to produce, Mile's nutritional value almost
equals that of corn., We have large acres of milo. The cost of production is
low.

Corn Uncertainty:

srain sorghum or milo perhaps would be a better crop fit in this situation.
Of course climatic conditions are important factors effecting corn yields. This
year in this area almost every farmer had a bountiful yleld at times a varation
of a few days in rain fall might mean success or failure,

In the past few years farmers have placed most of their corn land in the

soil bank,




Extension Teaching:

gricultural Extension work is a cooperative understanding between land
grant colleges, the Department of Agriculture and with local people and their
government., The purpose of extension teaching is to assist farm people enab-
ling them to adopt recommended practices for greater income and better living.
The basic approach is high production to keep the unit cost down and the farm-
ers income up. Basic to all teaching, farmers are encouraged to do thelr
farm jobs properly and on time,

Teaching Methods:

Having kept research findings before farmers with frequent meetings, coum-
seling and interviews, they are learning to understand principles envolved in
making decisicns. Farmers are also being trained to recognize opportunities,
Farm Trends:

The trend is toward larger and fewer farmers. Skilled farmers with good
managerial abilities are encouraged to expand the size of thelir operations but
not necessarily by increasing acerage,

Soil Test:

A record breaking number of soil samples were taken last fall and winter.
This was for the purpose of seeding crops in solls best suited to them. Work
was done with the farmers on other limitations. In getting crops in solls
best suited, we also want the variety whose characteristiss conforms to the
particular type of soil as, a variety that withstands drought.

Fileld Limitations:

Farmers were advised against bad crop stand, a limiting factor on some

farms. There simply may not be enough stalks to an acre to make the best yields,




Poultry.ccocenness sesessesssssscsssssssesssssssene 9
Farm £ Home Development.. s0scsssssssssssssessssssssces 9
Industries....... ssesssscssssssssssssssssccses 9

DRSS Mol coccocorcocesssossssscssvossossssasasssssnssasesed = 10

4o Activition..coovecccccosssvccascsccssssssssncscescscscell =13




Subject

Extension Teaching.....
Teeching Methodesececeseessssossosssssssssssssssassnne

FoT® Tronde.ccccccccocssccccssvscessscscssssnnsnne

B05) "Te0b.sccssscscccossscasetsasasercsosssnnssesesasesssnse
Ph0ld Iamitations.coccccocccccccsossccessssssnssncccsssnssesd
Corfeccconsonvnnsas

Corn Uncertainty....... sseecesecssssesesensesseseeseneeses .o
8041 Pabkeccscccsscscsssassccssssonss

vessssssessssassssssneed

Peanuts.covvevvanss

seesenss sesessssssssssssel

IR« 66 6.6 50 6 0650 60005 09 6000 90505000 baspatnsessasssssoseh

BPRBBMIIG ¢ 06 00 0cv0000000000000s00000000000000080a0esstcssns

ARG s ¢ 5 60550600080 066000 0680008868800 00s

tesescane

Gardens.........
landscaping...ccoceee
Soil Comservation...

ssesssasnsnne sssssnnns ssscssrsnnan sresee

Endustries...cocoues

“eressssessssssssssesnnans

cescesssssessscsacs cessss ssssscesssssscesB =9




ANNUAL NARRATIVE REPORT

COUNTY
'EXTENSION
WORK

Virginia Agricultural Extension Service




	vcest129148001
	vcest129148002
	vcest129148003
	vcest129148004
	vcest129148005
	vcest129148006
	vcest129148007
	vcest129148008
	vcest129148009
	vcest129148010
	vcest129148011
	vcest129148012
	vcest129148013
	vcest129148014
	vcest129148015
	vcest129148016

