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RODUCT

A brief description of the county, its geography, climate,
soil, land, and economics may be found on pages 1 « 2 « 3 in the
1958-59 Plan of Work, Coples of these plans may be found on file
at VPI, District County Agent's office, County Agent's office,
and County Clark's office,

This Plan of Work was developed by the 4-H All Star Chapter;
4=H County Counell; 4~H leaders; Professional Workers, and timee
oamiittees, These comnittees and members are!

AG _ONOMY

A, E, Smelley, Carson, Virginia
H, Fred Robertson, Spring Grove, Virginia

George Zalradika, Rt. 2, Petersburg, Virgihia

W, M, Foldsworth, Disputanta, Virginia

Ernest Vagner, Rt. 2, Petersburg, Virginia

W. M. Lilly, Carson, Virginia

Bdward Temple, Petersburg, Virginia

Rudolph Heretick, Rt. 1, Box &4-A, Disputanta, Virginia

TORESTRY

C. W, Yancy, Disputanta, Virginia

B. W, Burrow, Rt, 1, Disputanta, Virginia

J. A, Skalsky, Rt, 2, Disputanta, Virginia

W, E, Funkhouser, lté E, Randolph Road, Hopewell, Virginia
Paul Cerny, Rt. 2, Petersburg, Virginia

P. T. Birdsong, Rt. 2, Petersburg, Virginia

J. B, Vargo, Rt, 1, Fopewell, Virginia

LIVEST 0CK

M. W, Clements, Spring Grove, Virginia

W, H, Barlow, Jr, Disputanta, Virginia

Stanley Kvasnicka, Rt, 2, Petersburg, Virginia

Thomas E, Femner III, Prince George, Virginia

J. J. Cimdoba, Prince George, Virginia

H. E. Allin, Prince George, Virginia

H, H, Jandl, Jr, Rt, 1, Box 244, Hopewsll, Virginia

W. A, Burch, ¢/o Bank of Southside Va, Prince George, Virginia




The latter three comittees met in late Jamuary and serly
Fobruary and cutlined the plan of work under the various heading
of Agronoy - Forestry « Livestock, Of the twenty-four (24)
committes members listed twenty-ome (21) attended the progranm

planmning sessions,

Changes in the Situation

All products sold Ly the Prince Georpe farmers generally

wvere as high in 1960 as in 195 and in some cases higher, with

the exception of occasional seasoral ayeles throughout the year,

Production in general was wp slightly over the previous
year however, costs wert wp as mpidly cs prices, Smll farmers
folt this price-cost squeese, but vere helped scame by good off-
farm employment conditions,

A nev tax assessment year is in operation in the county
under an appeal of last years assesment, This has brought about
& better outlook towards improvements of the farmstead, buildings
and forest lands,




AGRONOMY

Conditlona:

The sale of arops provide about one-half of the farm income
from the coumty, vith portions of the liwestosk income dependent
on the remaining erops prodused, Agromamy, tims, becomes a
major factor in the county's agriculture ecomomy,

Per scre ylelds have gone up the past two decades but are
not as high as could be expected, This is caused by & poor erop
rotational systen; and weakmeases in farm management with regards
to proper fertility, weed control, cover arop and insect comtrol,
HBowever, some improvement is being made in all these areas of
managenent,

Various programe in pecent years have been conducted to
improve various phases of the agronomy program, These programs have
been written in the plan of work 1958 through 1960, Important portions
of these programe will be earried cut In 1961 as in past years,

The 1960 agronomy program will be repeated in 1961, with the following
portion receiving special attention?

(a) Use fertiliser dealers to assist in pramoting soil
testing, and

(b) Reemplmaise the insect reporting system used last year,

In addition to the above other areas of emplmsis were selected,

as storege facilities for grain, beans and peamite) mechanical

harvesting of peanuts; and chemical weed contral in peamuts,




ZEANUTS

Sltuatdiant

Two=thirds of the county's farms produce pesnuts, lebor is
abls to seours jobs off the farm, vith meny being only part-time
euployed on farm, In addition, mmll screage allotments heve
not been conduetive to greater uses of labor saving devices in farming,

Lrohlan)

Poamuts frequently become grassy from peor cultivation,
diseased infscted from heavy cultivation, and peorly harvested

%o a linited harvest seasen,

SDiective:

Felp farmers understand the prectis of substituting machine
use for hend labor,

Denonstrate the uses of chemical weod comtrel for hand
weeding of grass,

Demongtrate the wse of proper planting and eultivating
practiess for control of stem rot,

Demonstrate the use of mechanisal harvesting of peamits,

Timse demonstrations to be earried om Yy both groups and

individuals, Meetings, press, radioc, visits, and leaders will

be used to promote this program,




SLIER CROFS

Sltaation!

Other erops include peanuts, plus corn, small grain, and
soyabeans, The most pressing need is for adequate storage
facilities, Purners do not store sufficlent anounts of these
erops on the farm and are often penalised in price for too
early marketing,

Exroblems
Farms do not fully realise the advantages of storing

produce for marketing at more adwantageous times and prices,

Ricctiveat
To show the producers of grain, corn, beans, and peamits
the method of storing, wys of finaneing these facilities, and

the need to use storage,

Uetioday

mmutbmoforopdr}‘rlbyanrmmtim,

personal visits, and the extensive use of the agronomy committee,




ERESTRY

siuuationt

About 65 pereent of the county's land ares 1s in woods or
unused erop land, Near 35 percent of land is owmed by wood-
producing firms and is in a good state, or being put in a good
state of production,

The farmers own the other 30 pereent of land in forests,
Much of this area 1s serubby hardwood, cut-over land, abandoned
eropland, or mis-used woods, There is a definite need for improved
wood=lot menagement,

Certain areas of the county are proms toward fires during
trash buring season, Available fire-fighting equipment exists in
the county if fires were properly reported,

Rroblam:
There 1is a definite meed for improved wood-lot management.,
Some peopls do not know forest fires cause dumge to other

than forest owners,

Sisgtive:

To help wood=land owners understand their meed to improve

forest lands and how to make these improvementa,

To get all fires reported pramtly,

Jethodat

Demonstrate by holding a tour of good forestry management
during sumer months,




FORESTRY  (Continued)

Methods (Comt'd)

Assist in helping locate more market and outlets for hard
wood products, especially pulp sise trees,

Assist other agencies in carrying out the ammual program
on fire provention,

This agent to work with all civie organisations (23 adult)
in the county,

LIVEST OCK

xonditlon
The county's livestock industry has made rapid changes

in the past twenty years, As shown in the following chart, daliry

eattle and sheep are down in mmber, while beef eattle and swine
have made substantial increases.

Dairy and sheep are on only a few farms, beef cattle are
on sixty pereent, vhils swine are nealy ninety percent of all
farns,

Ja S5, CUBIS FIGIRES




LIVESTOCK  (Contimed)

Muy of the problems of past years will receive special

attention again this year, Purebred sires, marketing methods,

farm facilitiss, disease contral programs, and feod/forege
problems will be earried from 1960 to the 1961 progran, In
adiition, two areas of omphasis, seleotion of purebred beef aires

and marketing of feeder pigs were chosen bty the liwestock comittes,

=

Siluatlont

Too few e« producsers have been in production long enough
to understand the meed for grading wp thelir b « Thers are mo
purebred producers in the county, My who try Wwegrading of herds
are hart by the short tise they can use a good bull, As peot o
systen has vorked out vhere good sires may be traded, Good health
eonditions exists on all farme, sinee the county this year was
ocartifisd as Bangs Free:

Dollamt

Producers are reluctant to buy or trade for quality beof sires,

Biegtive

To help Yeef men in the county understand the advantage of

better sires,




LIVESTOCK (Comtimued)
BB (Comt'd)

Methods:

Asolst this program by encouraging the exshanging of good
used bulls, thereby making it possible for farmers to pay more
for their herd bulls, Also, recamend the use of artifigs,l brecding,

This objective will be helped through visits bty leaders and
agent, and by the use of letters, press and radio, Whenever possible
help producers seleot good bulls,
SNINE

~Sltuationt

Some farms have surplus feed grains while others are limited,
Swine growers who have manageent time but limited feed grains
oould profit by selling feeder pigs, Produsers who have feed
surpluses weed this market, A good market exists for feeder pigs,
both on and off the farm, Due %o out of state demands for feeders
more money may be obtained by selling through state graded and
supervised sales,

Liableg:

Farmers do not use this market to maxblmm ability,

Rlsctive!

Help producers understand the system of marketing pigs
by the graded system,

Mothodat

Hold one or more meetings to assist in creating interest,

Hold one or more on-farm demonstrations on housing, treating for

diseases, proper castration, and parasite control,
Encourage more FFA and 4~H bays to produse feeder pigs,




JOUTH WORK

slluationt

fhere are about 3000 white children emrolled in the
Prince George County Schools, Nearly all of these are ruml
and about 300 are farm children, About 1600 are of 4-H club
age and 200 of these are farm children, Amy 4-l program
developed in the county must be aimed at other than farm

population to reach the maximm mmber of peopls, All

Agrisultural 4~H Clube are organised in the four county schools,

vith one school club meeting after sehool hours,

uite a large munber of non-farm population 1s now in the
area, lany of these potential olub members are limited in
project seope and activity, All of the schools, except ome,
are overcrowded, Excellent publie relations exfsts between
the schools and the viite ™ : ersonre ],

Leadershdp is not as strong as could be under theme
conditions, Peopls indiecate they feel 4N cluk work is a part
of the school system, and thus, offer only limited help.

Probleua:

le Schools are so overerowded adequate meeting rooms are
not aveilable 1in ome school and limited in another,

2, Too few basic farm projects are carried,
2. Interest of members highly diversified,
4e Migh rate of members who do one year or less 4-H work,
5. Leadership is insuffieient to carry the year's program

and include ary new work in the program,




:2;’- i W !“ (cont'fﬂ.d)

Rlecilyet

Develop leadersiip necessary %o earry out a well balanced
youth program in the county,

Yeothedat

Conduet the program along the same lines as last year,

Encourage greater participation in 4-H and Youth exhibits
at State and Southside Fairs,

Establish a purebred pig chain,

Form a 4~H Honor Club,

Recorganise all or part of the 4-H clubs that are in the

schools ints loeal eamamity olubs,

SBEATT
This year's work w!1) ropeat very much of last years vork
elther because last year ways were better or wo meed to work

on theoe problems more, In addition certain problems have been

seloctod for smphasis and should strengthen the county program

when they have been solved,

It 1s most gratifying to approach a year's work with
the knowledge that plans for the year were made by experisnced
people in the county who are willing to assist in putting across

this progran,
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