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111, THE COUNTY BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

On the county board of agrioul ture are twenty six
fen and four women. These thirty men and women bring repre-
sentation to the county board from all fourteen communities
in the county. They meet at the beginning of easch extension
year to f ulate a plan of work for the extension farm agent,
Commi ttees “are set up with two or more members asaigned to
sach projeet netivity carried on in the county. The board
mombers are closely associated dth other agricul tural organ-
fizations and activities such as Farm Sureau, the feeder calf
saley the Hereford sreeders' sale, county wool pool ete. Thru
thess connections the men ~nd women on the county bdourd are
kept in close touch with the entire county program.

Some members serve on committees for the Production
and Marketing ‘'dministration, the Soil Conservation Service,
Farm Oredit and other agencies. In this manner they lend a
great helping hand to the team work of the cooperating agencies
in carryingout the entire county pmr‘ral/ Bagh agency, however,
has 1t own individual program, bdut a very close working rela-
tionship exists between nll contributing agencies,

Because of the economioc effect the county program has
upon the individualefurm income of individuals serving on the
county bdoard of agricul ture, gives these leaders added interest
in the county program. They seem to be willing to give voluntary
assistance to the axtension program when ealled upon, snd the
agent 123 striving to keep them that way. These men aund women
board members are not aaked to travel several miles t0 attend
a meeting only to find out sugh a meeting was hardly Justified .

meeting 1s thought to be impertant or it isn't called.

‘ It 48 the county polioy to notify each member on the
board two weeks in advance of the planning meeting, so that
members oan give some thought to the agricul tural needs of
the county. is a result of this poliey a program was developed
this year that will serve both as a short time program, Or a
long time program for several years to come without very much

lteration from year to year.

The present county board of agrioul ture was revised
t the beginning of this extension year., It had not had a
revision in several years due to chunging of county agents.
Some of the 0ld members had died or moved away, and some of
the older memboars had become inactive. Replacements were
made with younger men.
e




ULT".RE.

rhg type ¢f agriculture for Ciles county was deter-
mined a long time « 0 Ly nature. Its topography, climate,
and solls has made Lt a grass county «nd sdapted nasturally
to an animal agrio'dture. Much industry hoth within nd without
in ngarbdy territory sinece the turn of this century has made
frult and vegetadl ¢ production profitable.

The so0ils are of three types. Predominating is a
type derived from limestone but not fully developed known as
Qlarksvillel The second type is & mixture of sandstone mmd
11#8stone called 1Lodi. The third type is a well developed
3011 called Haugerstown,. small percent of the county soils
are claasified in the latter. These solls are very rich and
yroductive.

One of the most scenic is Giles county. Sometimes
it 1s referred to as the Switzerland of the Alleghaneys. It
is beautifully rugeged, giving its farm lands an attractiveness
appreciated d¥ bdoth tha visitor and the nautive.

The county population is expanding rapidly due to
iRdustry loeating along New River. In 1940 the county pop-
ulation stood at 14,635 with rural population of 7,064,

In 1949 the county population 1is estimated to be well over
20,000 with a farm population remuining about the same as it
was in 1940, The industrial payroll is over a million dollars
a monthe The agricul tursl income i3 adbout one and one~half
million dollars per year. The above figures are cited because
farmers are making the necessary adjustments to it these
ohanging conditions. There are only a few farms left in the
eounty that 4o not have a supplemental income from some source.
This type of farming where part of the family ean work on the
farm and part work in industry appears to be most desirable
beosuse the added income h«s brought asbout a higher standard
of living for almost every farm faumily in Giles county.

Industry has brought higher farm wages to the county.

The farmer now finds that he cannot afford $0 pay 76¢ per howr
for bor to hoe corn on « hillside, or pay the same for piteh-
ing y with a hand forks Therefare the agricultural trend i
away from hillside cultivation to grass production. The

oul tivated erops are now being produced on the bdottoms, aund
level fiolds vhere tractor forming is practical. Giles is fast
appronghing a semi-pustorial type of agrioulture. NO grains of
any kind e now being grown on a few of the larger farms. The
Giles farfmer 12 finding out by experience that cud chewing
animal 8 can be produced with hay and gruss roughages to the
sume weights as with grain supplement and much more economioal.
The agricultural program for Giles county in the future is
better hays and better pastures for unimal agriculture ~nd soil

agnservation, ®
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Vo FPROJECT \CTIVITIES.

In solving the problems faeing agricul ture in
Giles county, the county board of agriculture set up a plan
o of work vith 5 major objlectives. Liste! below are these
° .‘;Jnotlvos.
(¢}
1. n 2rricienf Production rogram
2, n Rfficient Marketing Program
3. An Rfficient Purchasing . rogram for Farm Supplies
4. A Farm and Home Improvement rrogram
6. RBduoate the Youth in These County .otivities

Twelve genaral recommendations were given the
eounty agent in ocarrying out this program. These recommendations
are as follows:

l. On hillside lands, convert from soil depleting to soill
building erops. Replace row erops with good hay and
pasture produecing pgrasses.

leduece grain sereage to the minimum, caoncentrating on
ractices for maximum yields., Cultivate fields adapted
to t.‘m practical use of modern machinery.

S Improve pasture grasses by encouraging farmers to cut
briarsy bushes, weeds, filth of all kinds - Heul ove:
galls, stop erosion, plant trees on marginal lands., Seed
new pastures vith grass mixtures recommended by the
xperiment St .tion. Follow pasture recommendations in
the use of lime =nd phosphate.

i. Follow contour and strop cropping on fields subject to
erosion. .

& Keep maximum number of beef ocattle, dairy cattle, and
sheep. Animum number of hogs.

6. Tovide 01l We good quality hay needed for winter feeding
of livestoak.

7. f1iminate as for as possible the dead wood in our system
of distridbution by selling direct to consumer. Fool orders
vith other county cooporatives for quantity duying of farm
supplies.

8. Strengthen loe:l cooparatives by farmer jarticdpation.

$. Join a general farm organization for the purpose of farmers
» thinking and aoting together.

10. ubseride to one good furm magnzine,

11. Make individusl farm plans at beginning of each year,
°

12, Keep acourate furm records.




v. ,u.”.:’f JTIVITIRGg Continued.

& Agronomy.

& The trend toward a pastorial system of farming
is geining repidly in Giles county. There are several con-
triduting faetors, such as steep Tields, soll and climatic
asdaptation to grass, soil conservation possibilities, farmers
Pving to compete with industry for furm labor, and the many
advantages the system offers in supporting an animal type of
gricul ture.

9

Before pasture improvement prograg was
attempted on a lurge seale, it was thought best to first
soncentrate _on a program designed to inorease the yields
of corft. Te governor's challenge to the governor of North
Carolina %0 a corn war between the two states was the very
thing needed to sreate un interest im producing higher yields
of corf. A special meeting to talk corn was arrunged. 2Eighty
farmors attended this meeting., They heard our extension
agronomi st tell them convineingly how 100 bushels of corn
sould be produced on an acre of lond. The necessary steps
fo dueing 100 bdushels of corn on an aere were explained
in 4¥all. Forty farmers who heard him believed that they
could follow his recommendations and produce 100 bushels of
¢orn Or more on an awere. They Joined the 100 bushel corn olubd
and participated in a prize winning contest. The results of
this contest was surprising to everybody in Giles ecounty,
including the farmers who participated in the contest.

Thirsy six out o he forty farmers who entered
the contest completed Ly having their corn yields estimated
by diszinterested parties. The Tour vho friled to complete
advised that flood conditions, or oor stand at the Leginning
20 reduced the yields that it was not worth the time required
for measuring the asre. Twenty two of the thirty six farmers
completing hald yields of over 100 bushals of corfi per aere.

The averale yield for all thirty six contestunts was 107,23
bushels per nere., Yields were determined by a sampling method
@pproved by the 'gronomy Department of Vi,

The three banks serving the county show a keen
interest in developing the agricul tural program. BRach bank
sent represantatives to the specinl corn meeting. The bankers
told the group they would provide attractive prizes is a large
number of farmers rtdeipated in the 100 bushel corn contest.
fter forty faurmers signed up, the banks announced three prizes.
A §100.00 savings bond for 1lst prize, a $560.00 savinga bond for
2nd prize, and a $25.00 savings bond for 3rd prize.

Farmers who pupticipated in the 100 dbushel corn
cludb were honored with a special meeting. The name of each
participating former was reand with his address and the nbigh-
borkood in which he lived was given. A certificate entitling




the halder $o membership in the virginia 100 Bushel Cornm Club
was presented to the twenty two farmers who prodused over 100
bushels of corn to an aere., The savings bonds were awarded to
the three farmers having the highest ylelds, The ylelds of
138.14 bushels captured first prize, 131,05 second prize, and
130,24 third prize. The successful winners are shown below

th the county ey bdanker and county agent. This photo appeared
in the Rounocke Times,

GILES IN CHAMPS-—-Giles County's champion corn growers Are pictured above. They are, lefs to
righf, Tront row: Chapman C. Straiey. Kggisston; Phil Z, Cook Goodwins Perry, and Prank 6. Far-
riew, Newport: their respective vields being 138.14, 13108 and 13024 bushels per acre. County Agent
T. B Btarnes (s shown in the back row (left) with Ruftis H. Shumate, key agricultural bapker for
the County. (Photo by Farrier

The resul t= of this corn profucing demonstration
111 be far resching in determining the Tuture course in agronomy
the farmersgof this county 411 follow. The results tell the
farmer that he ¢'n produce his corn needs on a very few acres
of 1and, and that he oan have those extrs acres he used to plant
to corn for meandow Mnd pasture use. 500 copies of the data
sheet attached was distributed to the farmers, bankers, and
business men in the county.




The 100 bdushel corn conteat doces not tell the
whole corn story. In addition to the 36 farmers enrolled in
the corn contest, there were appraximately 200 farmers trying
to help the Governar vin his corn war with the Governor of
North Carolina. This progrom was known to the farmers as the
Mass Corn Demonstration rogram. To inerease the yleld of
eorn 10 bushels per acre adbove the county average for 1948 was
the goanl set for this program. ccording to the stute apgri-
cul tural statistician the corn yield for Giles county was an
avernge of 49 bdushels per aere in 1948, and our dest informed
farmers believe that when the final figures are in, the average
corn yields for this year will not be very short of 60 bushels
for the sounty. This foreecnst is based upon the numder of farmers
planting hybrid seed, inereased applixations of lime snd ferti-
lizers, and better practices in cultivation.

In order to find out the best corn hybrids that
e daptod to county conditions, 10 farmers were selected to
domonstrate bdoth early and late maturing varieties. Five
furmers experimente ith early maturing varieties and f farmers
ith late maturing varieties. The early maturing varieties
ere teosted on upland farms. The lote varieties on low or
bottom lands. BEagh furmer was furnished sufficient seed for

lanting four rows each 100 feet long, and to each demonstrator
a poster was furnished designating these plantings in the field.
Half of thaese demonstrators lived on a highway, and these posters
made 1% possidble for many farmers $0 observe them under growing
conditions.

No aeournte records were kept on these hybrid corns.
They were plunted fo he purpose of giving farmers a chance to
observe them and to décide for themselves which looked the best
in the field. ieports from these furmers indicate that for the
Qeurly maturing vadieties,Iows 4059, Ohio C-38, and Pioneer 313D
showed up best. Furmers chbice among the late maturing varieties
ere U.8. 13, U.S. 357, and Ill. 0.

he&t «nd rye follow corn in the usual 3 or 4 year

rotution precticed by Gil s farmers. These small grains serve
as inter cover crop. e agent'sa recommendations for corn
fertilization will no doubt refleet higher yields of small grain
this coming season. he agent has asked those farmers who used
heavy applieations of fertilizer to report ylelds of small grain
incomparison with the yield last time the fiesld was in vheat.
For the selection of wvurieties farmers consult the Varietal
Bulletin, published by the Virginia Ixperiment Station, which
is distridbuted to seed d mlers and county and community committoem

bruzzi 4s the moat popular rye, ‘ong, the moat popular barley,
Yahart and VFI 131, the most popular vheat varieties. The agent
sees that sufficient cartified seed of these varieties are sown
each year in order that every farmer who desires to =ow good
.so-ffmn have 1t in the county and at reasonadle prices.
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Observations of practices followed by farmers in
the three and four year rotations reveul that the orphan orop
12 the hay ¢ op. The corn erop receives the heaviest appli-
eations of lime and Tertilizer - amall @rain orop next, and the
hay oerop that follows for one and two years get little if any
fertilixation. pasture and meadow improvement program will
be the major program in agronomy next year.

The alfnlfs program is vell advanced. pateh of
alfalfa is to be found on almost every furm in the county, ranging
from one to 58 aeres. Stands of alfalfa have been muintained far
several years with proper fertilization and management. These
0ld stands are Sop-dressed in late winter or early spring with
an applfeation of FOO to 600 1lbs. of 0=12-12 fertilizer each
yeer, Sufficient doron is added (15 to 20 1lbs. per unere) to
prevent yellowing of the plunts after first cutting. New stands
receive nbout 4 tons of ground limestone or i%s equivalent to
the nere and from 800 to 1000 1bs. of a 2-12-12 fertilizer
carrying boron. Farmers realize that alfalfa is « heavy user
of plant food and must be fed. 'hey also realize the importunce
of alfalfa in the feedi ration of animals, and in order to
heve 1t in abundance they follow axtension recommendations
religiously. They know that 1f we are to go to and maintain
. pnatordicl system of famming that alfalfa is to be one of the
major erops.

o m ereek bottoms and low lands permanent meadows
have been maintained over long period of years on many farms.
Hays produeed on such lands are ususnlly stacked on the same
fields from which 1t greww, and fed to animals from the stack
fluring the winter months. The residual manures supplemented
dth 200 to 400 lbs. of superphosphate keeps up the fertility
wnd h»mvy.v'l 1ds are produced from year to year.

ith experience gained from fertilizing meadows
nd permanent pastures under the P.M.A. and Ext-TV)A programs,
there seems to be desire prevailing among furmers to want %o
do something sdout improving pasture lands. The educational
Job s been under way no o year preparing farmers for the
pasture und meadow improvement progrom for 1980, This subject
hios been discussed nt several meetings durir the year. The
Lent has Salked 1t up wherever he goes over the county.

uring the year five furmers vwere asked to try out
as an experiment & small acreage of ladino clover and orchard x»
grass @ixture 7o pasture. These Tive farmers seeded 28 aecres.
Twelve aores ware plowed und seeded in the spring with two lbs.
of ladino clover und 6 1lbs, of orchard grass. tach acre received
two tona of goround limestone und 1000 1lbs, of 0-12-]1 ertilizer.

Duri; the summer 1t estimated by the farmer that the

ve ,ka,‘m m these wcres hid incresised three times over thut of

a #ood bluegrass sod, and sture three times as much
livestoek. ne farmor 4 ] | eaded 14 aneres of permanont
pasture to ladino clover cue 31, he stands was

not us good as where th d 3d and good seed bed prepared.




b. Poul try:

No special program was planned for the poul trymen
this year., Poultry production is limited to farm flocks.
The nuamber of chickens kept on farms has remained unchanged
the past several years. The county does not have a commercial
hatchery, and there is no commereial production of poultry on
a large seale. The average farmer keeps a flook of from 50
to 100 laying hens. Sufficient bady ohicks are purchased
during the year to maintain these flocks, and provide poul try
meat for Sable use, o

Services the agent was able to give poul try producers
the past yoar consisted largely in advising the Tarmers on
floek management. hen & farmer neecded the services of the
agent he made a request, and the request was alpays handled
promptly. Barly in the year a e¢irculer was sent out advising
poul try raisers to buy early chieks, and to mcke such purchases
from a state certified hatchery. list of such hatcherymen
wis made avallable to 20 farmers on request.

Feeding n balunced ration i2 no longer a prodlem
with Giles poul try raisers., They buy commercial feeds already
mixed from their own farmer owned and controled cooperative,
and savings mnde is sometimes the difference bdetween loss
and profis.

During the yeur the agent gave three culling
demonstrations, 'nd furnished three fourmers with plans for
building new laying houses, Two farmers were aassisted in
remodaling bulldings.

Disease prevention and control measures are the

biggest problem faeing poul trymen. Losses from disenses

sometimes take a toll of from 15 to 20% during the year.
" The agent insists on strict sanitary measures, and when birds
become sick, the agont advises the use of Dr. Axe, as individual
birds are sealdom worth the time cnd trouble requred for giving
treatment. Floock treatments for worms are recommended, and
some 0T the new sulfa drugs are recommended for dowel disture
bances, colds, und coryza. During the year the agent made 23
farm visits to see rick chickens and meke recommendations for
eontroling diseases,

The oare and menagement of the farm floek 1s usually
left to the women. Heavy work that needs to be done in and
around the poultry yard is put off too long in moat of ouses
beonuse the men folks are busy, und becuuse of this neglect
makos the flock much more suceeptible to diseases,

idles farmers used to produce lots of turkeys, but
less than 100 farmers raiss them now. The limiting feotor is
s
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4. Livestock:
l. DBeef Catt

Heef tle an severn]l yeurs agdo made a conversion
from feeder steers i C nd calf herds. This trend has con-
tinued until theres w £ ‘eader cattle to be found in the
county. Beaf ocow herds 1 found on the farms with larger
warenge, Whide to c » farms rafdunlly turning to dairy
QOoWS.

Income frox argely comes from the
s:le of erlves. 1 00d 1 cholice ealves calls for
v wall deveiorad ! Jusl farm. ttention 1s
iven to the qua r of o n tl hord with careful selection
of the herd bull. T! moun feed required to carry an animal
ol shing 1000 1b: r 38 78 is multiplied by the number of
wnineal units earried on 1t form. For bdeef ocows the food require-
ments are 3 to 5 usores of pasture, one ton of legume hay, one
ton of straw or fodder. fow farmers feod silage und bout
200 1ba. of protein supplement per amimal. There is no feeding
roblem for the oanlves duri th inter, The cows are brel to
irop their c.lves aftar Junuary 1lst, and thay live on their
mother's milk until grass comes, few farmers are beginning
to ereep feed calves on pusture, esvecially those furmers who
are produeing calves fo he feoder calf sale and have & pride
in yrodueing cheice oculves.

0 L
Hereford v 1d Shorthorn are the three munin

-9

beof breeds of cuttle. » seven purebred herds of
Hereford outtle with total of 11F cows, e huve three herds
of .ngus euttle with a total of 30 cows. These rezistered herds
supply the new blood needod to maintain high (uality grad

herds for producing good und choice culves, The feeder calves
produced are sold individuxlly, on the auetion market, or thru

feeder onlf sule at Christisnsdburg.

of ristiunsburg feeder oalf sale, Gilos
aen 6 hend. B8 those ealves graded good and

@ producars
ehoicae, tho rest medium 1 com one nly 4 head sold s common

grodae, Thia is only 1 %o ostublish a orice for
feedar culves ir @e ocountie ) Pulaski, und Yontgomery.
head usu.lly 2 to this sanle. The producers
vit) ssistanoe 1 rents in the three countpes
neet X ha sason and est dlish a set of rules coverniag
ha n toamine the stundard calves must meet in order

to be eligidle 7¢ e naignment. 'he agents inspeet calves
nasigned to se * they measure up to standard rules.

3 rd ) feooder cal” =ale 1 e
followss 11 ves m L rute ith knife, 4ehorned,
vieceinate % ikle A smorrhaglie septicemia, and
oigh not leas ! » hard bull must be removel

! t ¢l i 10 chance of the

Lo the herd

L Py r heifer ¢
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r . ] »éd potnt rogram was announced
3 irst o®. 5, wzent deeid 4 he would get feed
potatoss for a raer who X o feed them to live-
stock a8 & demonstratio irst ooy shipment w.s made up
for three dalrynen, two hog ruisers by agent solicitation.
t thigtine an articl srnezred in the loeal press advising
faruers who wished & relc te in the program %o come to

the county sgant e T rther inastructions on intent and
purnosa of program. G ice 8 kept busy for the next two
veaks sdgning un furnmers to receive govermment surplus feed
potatoes at two weaks entarvals.

One hundred ws ort ‘armers had been adgned up
before ;7_40, rogren 3 discontinued. One hundred and Stwenty
five furmar ere r in tutoes they had signed wp for
the feeding demonstirat potstoes arrived at two ocentral
shipping stations in i these two rlaces shared a

equally in eure received. rmers contraets were kept in a
folder, Just the number vhose arders totaled 300 bags, a oarload.
On the bask of each folder the nume, address, number of bags
aignad up, vl contract number s written in ink, mly those

famars vhose names appeare on folder could get potatoes from

that ear when it -rrived. nis system avoided confusion, und

there was never uan sunderstanding anbout potatoes in any
rtieular shipment.

From the t the program was announced until) it
was disecontinued P the agent had nleaced orders for 186 carlonds
of notutoes. 12 cars were received. These potatoes to farmers
vare distributed in "a of from to 100 bags,.

Of the 125 farmers who recaived potatoes for demon~
purnoses, 86 sent in result reports to county ngents
These reports sovered 260,500 lbs. of potatoes. Only

the amount had not at the time been fed to live-

300 1hg. we enorted rottenm nd unfit for feed.

kdowr 4 otatoes fed show that 55,430 lhas.
vare feod to 3 ] OC 1bs. to beef cattle, 191,300 1bs.
to hoga, 900 1} t : d 1,170 1bas,. to poultry. OFf the
total fed to dalm attl 11 0 lbs. ware fed vhole and 44,150
1be,geut. Beef : r 1 15,000 1bs, whale and 300 Bes.
gut, Hog: ore fod 57,% 1 be hole, 9,300 1lbas. cut and 124,080

O1%s. coocked. 18 1b fed to sheer were fed cut and the
1,170 1bs. fed to try o ‘od 850 1bs. vhole, and S20 1bs,.
cooked.
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COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK IN AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS

L t of Agriculture Extension Service

and stlle Agricultural Colleyes Waslsington, D. ¢
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o

COMBINED AIiNUAL REPORT OF COUNTY EXTENSION WORKERS
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SUGGESTIONS RELATIVE TO THE PREPABATION OF THE COUNTY EXTENSION
AGENT'S ANNUAL REPORT

Six good reasons may be listed as to why an extension worker should prepare a comprehensive annual repert.
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GENERAL ACTIVITIES—Continuved

.
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SUMMARY EXTENSION INFLUENCE THIS YEAR

It is highly desirable for extension w
stantial change in farm or hom erat

information is very difficult for ag
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Nuamber of fary
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Number homes with
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Total number of different farm familties influenced by some phase of the extension program. (I nelude guestions 2
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Total number of different other [ ofluenced by some phase of the extension program. (Inslude questions 3
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Inchide all work with afubts. ¢-H Cleb thembees, sod

devoted to line of work
1) Home demonstrat
(2) 4-H Club agenis
8) Agricultural agents
(4) Btate extension work
., Number of communities in which
Work was fucte this )
Number of v ntary loeal lea
committeemen assisting this veoar
Newber of farmers sasivted (his your in
(1) Obtaining improved varie
ties or strains of seed
(@) The use of lime
(8) The use of fertilizers
(4) Countrolling plant diseases
(5) Countrolling injurious insects.
(6) Controlling noxious weeds

sted Lhis year
wber of members
N ber of fs ]
saxisted this year keeping
Number of farmers assisted () .
1) Obtaining purebred males
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CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Continued




FARM MANAGEMENT
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GENERAL ECONOMIC PROBLEMS RELATED TO AGRICULTURE




AND DISTRIBUTION
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HOUSING, FARMSTEAD IMPROVEMENT, AND EQUIPMENY

chacte all work with sduits, 411 Ol membeors, o young man and wemen (okder youth)

The bouse, fumishings, M4} . mees |
{ surroandings I ale

|
02. Days devoted to | o i
3 Home ‘ 23
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State exter
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this
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NUTRITION AND HEALTH




CLOTHING

{1 Home demonstration agents
oted to | (2) 4H Club agents

3) Agricultural agents

|(4) State extension workers

mmunities in which work was conducted t
ntary loeal lesders or e tt en) assisting
Home Management - Family Feonomics —Continued
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FAMILY ECONOMICS, PARENT EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY LIFE
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SUMMARY OF 4-H CLUB BOYS' AND GIRLS' PROJECTS
One club member may engage in two or more projects. The sum of the projects is therefore greater than th

number of different club m
Pro Ntz b of e

Corn
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Soybeans, field peas, a

Market gard:
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WORK WITH YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN (OLDER RURAL YOUTH)
(Do not inthude work with &M Cluba)

4H CLUR MEMBERSHIP !
Extension organized groups of young men and women:

490 s
A
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1

wmber of differens
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w7 g
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s
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