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POPULATION PATTERNS OF OLZECH®AN PROVINCE, CHINA

Introduction

location.~~Sgechwan's capital eity of Chengtu (pop. 350,000)
is 300 miles northwest of Chungking, the present capital of China,
2,700 miles from the southern seashore at HongKong, and nearly 3,000
miles from the eastern sesshore at Shanghal, Westward it is another
3,000 miles to the central portion of Tibet, one of China's western
provinces, Travelling westward over the high mountains between Szechwan
Provinee and Tibet by the usual mode of travel (walking or riding a
horse) takes sbout two months for the trip one way. Travelling east-
ward {rom Chengtu to Shanghal by the ususl mode of travel requires
two days by bus from Chengtu to Chungking, and at least ﬁight’dayu
from Chungking to Shanghai by steamer.

Travelling southward to the sea over the Fremch Indo-China route,
by bus and train, requires at least 16 days., A similar trip over the
Burma load to the port of Rangoon requires about 22 days,.

The time required for trips into and out of Szechwan Province is
now being shortened considerably by the use of alrplanes, which can
fly to Shanghai in about 12} hours, and to HongKong in about § hours,
The war with Japan, however, mekes it dangerous for the Chinese to
travel in this way, even on commercial airlines, Tuite often planes
make the tvips by night,

Political areas.--Szechwan Province is divided into 10 political
districts, (Pigure 2), All of the political distriets are referred
to by numbers, such as the second political district, the L6th
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political district, etec, The governing officer of each district is
appointed by the Provineclal Government, and has the authority to
povern the finance, education, reconstruction and eivil adminis-
tration of the district,

Bach political district contains from 8 to 12 Hslen or counties,
so Szechwan Province is divided into 135 administrative units similar
to the counties of Virginla, Rach Hsien is ranked according to the
amount of the tax, number of people and ecivil culture, and designated
as a first, second, or third grade Hsien, Some Hsien are very large
in area, but are third grade in rank, such as Song-pang (no. 134).
Some are quite small areas with many people, and a high ranking,
such as Han-chou (nmo. 111),

The maglistrate of each Hsien is appointed by the Provinelal
Goverament for a term of & months which may be increased to 18
months or more, if his services are not needed for other positions
and local people want him to stay longer, Usually the magistrates
who remain for long terms of service accomplish most for the people.

Bach Msien or county is divided into 4 to 6 small governmental
districts, each of which is called a Chu, The head of each Chu is
appointed by the Provineial Government, and must be from some other
county than the one in which the Chu he is gav&rﬂ&ag is loecated,

In other words, no person can be a magistrate or head of the Chu
in his native gounty, This custom is quite different from what is
found in the United States,

Within each Chu (an area similar to a maglstrial distriet of



56
the United States) are other areas of human association known as
the Chang or market~town, the Peo or open-country community, and
the Chia or neighborhood,

The natural unit in rural areas ls the open-country community
called the Peo, which contains approximately 100 families, The
head or leader for each Peo is elected by the people for a term of
12 months, and must have been living in the Pao for at least three
years, His Job is that of a local leader for the people of the
community, who look to him for guldance, He does not receive pay
for his services and he is not considered a government official,

Each Pao contains approximately ten Chia or neighborhoods,
kach neighborhood has about ten families, who choose for themselves
& local lesder similar to the one for the Pac or commnity, except
he is of less importance,

There is a Chang or market~town for every 18 to 30 Peo which
serves as their economic and social center, in much the same way as
towns are hubs for communities in the United States., Harket-tewns
are located from 7 to 10 miles apart.

The boundaries of each political district, Heien, Chu (a civil
division of the Hsien), and market-town are definite and fixed by
law, while those of the Pao and Chia are flexible just as the
boundaries of the natural commnities and neighborhoods of the

United States,



Climate,~-Climate is one of the more important factors of en-
vironment. As such it plays an important role in determining the
course of a civilization. Its extremes are often reflected in the
relations of people subjeect to them, Szechwan Province is very for-
tunate in baving a warmmess in winter and gentleness in summer, It ls
free from any great exiremes of heat and cold, It has a long growing
season of nearly 350 days per yeer. The English pea and Chinese cabbage
are never killed from winter frosts, The author has grown the peach,
plum, grepe, apple, lewon, orange, and grapefruit in the same orchard
at Chengtu, OSome orchardists who have visited this orchard have been
astonished to find apples growingy successfully, However, some apples
have been grown here for 16 years, with heavy crops each year since
the trees began to bear frult. The usual crops of this region are
wheat, barley, rape, and the Emgliah Pea in winter; sugar cane, rice,
corn, potatoes and cotton or tobacco in summer, During any of the
winter months therse is no snow on the ground longer than 6=8 hours
or deeper than 2«4 inches, In some years there is no show in the
valley areas of the province. The temperature never drops below
25°p, in winter, and does not rise above 103°F, in the swumer.

The data in Table 1 and Figure 3 show that the average tempera-
ture at Chengtu is about the same as al Blacksburg, Virginia, from
January to HMarch, but much higher during the period from August to
December.

Host people of Ssechwan have such a mild ¢limate that they do
not need central heat in thelr homes, However, in the high mountain

reglon of the province, as in Song-pang Hsien (no. 134 on map),
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there is more cold weather than at Blacksburg, Virginia, In this
area there is some frost in the sumser and show [rom early October
until April. This county, however, comprises only one-tenth of the
province,

In Szechwan there are few storms, no hall, and very little damage
from floods, The rainy season comes in July and August and nearly half
of the rainfall for the year comes during these two months., The total
rainfall per year is from 12-15 inches more than at Blacksburg,
Virginia., DBut Blacksburg has more than twice the rainfall of Chengtu
from January Yo April., It should be noted, however, that during
this period the winter crops of Szechwan do not suffer from lack of

moisture, The soll texture is heavy enough to hold the needed water

Supplye

Table 1 Temperature and Rainfall Records of Chengtu, Szechwan,
China, and Blacksburg, Virginia, U, S5. A,

- Rainfall (in)
Month Chengtu ( mm Chengtu  Blacksburg
’Y‘ ; 4 iv ‘ s d mw‘.u‘ rinkin ke & "v: Vit i o : " | o
Feb, 68.5° 26.6“ A7.§° 67,00 17.8° 42,00 51 2,93
March 79.2° 36.3° 52,8° 79.0° 20.0° L49. 5° 1.12 2,05
April 83,49 50,29 66.8° 82,0° 26,0° 54,0° 1.38 2,06

May  87.4° 51, 6" 69.5°  86,0° 3-3.:3" 62,0° 3492 3416
June  89,2° m.l 71“7" 84,0° 47.0° 65.5° L9 4490
July 96.4° 62,3° 79.3° 88,0° sa.o° 71,0° 6483 5,86
Auge 98.8° 6?.7° 83.7°  89.0° 51,0° 70,0°  13.64 3.59
Sept. 95,1° 60.4° 77.8° 86,0° 42.0° 64.0° Le63 1.80
Oct, 86,8° 51,6° &9.2“ 86,0° 28,0° 57.@0 2.5 W91
Nov. zgg.%g g’?.gg jg.z 75.82 %‘gz gi.o lﬂa i.sg
Dec, » 5 - 55 . 05

-~ na%‘nfan total  43.38"  33,03"
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Figure 4, The Rainfall of Chengtu, Szechwan Province, China
Compared with Blacksburg, Virginia, U.S.A.
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Topography.—-Szechwan Province has a very irregular shape, as
shown in Figure 5. It borders eight provinces and all boundaries are
on mountains ranging from 3,000-18,000 feet above sea level, Accord-
ing to geologists, Szechwan was in ancient times a large salt lake
which was emptied from its center following an earthouake, Today all
waters from Szechwan pass through one outlet, i.e,, the Yangtse (orge
(located in county 75 on map). The Pa-shan (Pa mountain) system lies
east of Kia-ling River in the northeastern part of Szechwan Province.
The Chia-Men Shan (Chlan-ilen Mountain) system is west of the Kia-ling
River, running from north to south, The lu-Tou Shan (Door Head Moun-
tain) system is located between the two large western rivers, Chia-ling
and Ming. Tou River is between the Ming and Chia-ling.

The richest soil regions are in the Ming and Tou river valleys,
with the greatest concentration of rich soil in the ared called the
Chengtu Plain, The fertility of this plain is due largely to the
sediment brought down by Ming River, which has been deposited here
for centuries,

Host rivers in Szechwan start in the north, run southward into
the Yangtse River, then {low eastward, Steamboats sail up the Yangtse
as far as I'ping City (in county 48 on the map), The large ships come
only as far as Chungking in summer season (county 22 on map).

Two importent limestone regions are found in thils province: one
is the eastern part at Wu~Shan (in counties 73-75 on map), another one
in the northwestern part (in counties 130-133 on map). Salt rock

reglons are found between Ming Hiver and Kis-ling River, Some specisl



1le
fossils are found in counties 17-1% on the map., Tracings of gold are
found in several places, and there is a rich gold mine on the Song-pan
Plateau (county 134).
Table 2 contains figures showing the helght of different regions
in Spechwan, The range in elevation is from 420 feet above seal legel
at the outlet of the Yangtse Hiver in county 75 on map, up to 19,000 feet

on Ming-Shaw Hountain in county 134 on map.

Table 2, Various'Elevations in Sgechwan Provinece

Reglon of Reglon of Ho. of local Chinese Distance Elevation

Hountain water shed counties NANGs name from ; (feet)
system } on_map Chengtulm
#Aing-Shan Wing R, 13h Gon Song 1ing HFagg H.0eh00 19,000
Lid ] : " {

=

134 Song Pan Petean o fBB" 350 8,500

woow "o woom M Clby ik " 250 7 5200
L L 131 lee Fan Gity 2£2Z# " 180 5,800
Chung Lai Shan L 5 [Eweng Huln City Bifp " X0 2,700
LI . won #  Chlen Chen Shan H#%4 ® 28 3,050
L 3 Chengtu City  &#&) 0 1,678

Big Snow M, Da Tu Re 47 Omu Nountain WA+, 35, 180 11,500
moowom womow " Oow Gty KB 5, 120 1,320
Da Bah Shan  Yangtse R, 22 Chungking City E&:X8.5.300 790
Da Bah Shan * % 93 Yan Hsien City B FeMX E. 550 550
L T " " 95  Wa Shan B, 780 2,800

L . ® ®  wy Shan City 48X E, 760 420
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Soils.=-In an area where the inhabitants devote themselves almost

entirely to agricultural pursuits, the land is the most important
natural resource and the type of soil and its productivity has direct
influence on the type of farming that exists,

fince no soll survey has been done in Szechwan Province in &
scientific way, it is impossible to give a detalled deseription of the
various solls prevalent., But 1t is possible, howsver, to present certain
general facts which will give some idea of their nature, location, and
importance., In Figure 5, four distinet types are shown: the alluvial
series; the red clay and red sandstone system; the slate belt and
limestone series; and the dark gray soil of the Plateau Region, .Eash
of these will be described.

Alluvial soils are found in seven widely scattered areas and in
the river valleys extend over plains from one half to forty miles in
width, This type of soll is lightly e¢lay but ranges to medium heavy
loam and sometimes to a sandloam from 2 to 15 feet deep, Often the
surface is yellow or yellowish red in color., These soils are suitable
for rice, sugar cane, soybeans, corn, sweet potatoes, peanuts, and
tobacco in the sumser crops; and wheat, rape, barley, horsebean, the
English pea, and Irish potatoes in the winter crops,

Chengtu Plain is the best and richest alluvial soll section in
the province, As its name indlcates, it is a level plain with scarcely
& plece of rolling ground, Its total area is nearly 4,000 square miles,
Usually there are two crops per year and sometimes even Lhree crops are

grown, Much of the land is given over to raising vegetables,such as,
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14,
cabbage, turnips, beets, lettuce, and beans of a hundred or more

varieties, Chengtu Plain has a regulated irrigation system which
accounts for much of the high production,

Chengtu Plain is like a fan in shape, starting from Kwan lsien
(county 5 on map). Li-Ping (249-251 B.C,) conceived the idea of side-
traciking the waters of lling River at Kwan-Hsien and by means of canals
and ditches directing them over the plain for the grester production |
of rice, Li-Ping not only overcame the floods but by his irrigation
work brought the whole plain under cultivation, HNever since his day
has the Chengtu Plain seen any famine, He did wonderful work with his
syatem of canals and ditches and provided plenty of water to irrigate
most of the land in Chengtu Plain, 8ince the days of Li-Ping our people
have changed very little his sytes and methods of the yearly work,

Red Claey Loam and Red Sandstone solls are found in sbundance in
the large central portion of Szechwan, This ares is often called the
Hed Pan Reglon, It means that all soils of thies region come from red
sandstone by means of rapld weathering, These solls are thin in depth,
ranging from & few inches to two feet, and they are easily washed away
by heavy rains of the summer season., Quite often the farmers dig the
red sandstone from the subsoil during the winter and expose it to the
air until the next sumser, so that the f{ields may have a new layer of
top soil, These red soils lack potash and aitrogen but are rich in
phosphorus, The main crops here are rice, the soybean, cotton, sweet
potatoes, millet, sugar cane, and corn or hemp, Since the subsoil is

often washed away by the rain, the farmers build a dike or ridge
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between the fields to hold the soil, Since the rice fields are cov~
ered several tlmes per year by floodwaters which leave a fine topsoil,
they do not need much fertilizer for one crop & year,

Slate and limestone soils predominate on the ocuter edges of the
province where mountains form natural boundaries from other provinces.
The surface soil is the yellow c¢lay loam overlying gray shale, It is
not generally fertile and all crops must be fertiliszed with manures,
soybean cakes, etc,s There are two main crops, such as corn and soybeans,
or corn and Irish potatoes in the swmmer; and some wheat, barley, and
buckwheat in the winter, %Where the elevation is over 3,000 feet two
ecrops per year are not grown on the same land, Forests comprise about
35% of this section, The farmers have some herds such as goats, sheep
and cabtle, but are poorer relatively then the people in the red clay
loam region. The hills and mountains are very steep, so that the rains
wash out the surface soils and carry them to lower areas, Ueologisis
claim that the high mountain areas contribute 12 inches of soil to the
Chentu Plain esch century. Ming River, which starts in county 134 on
map, is the main soil-bearing stream for the Chengtu Plain,

The Plateau Region shown in Plgure 5 is in the extreme north-
western corner of Sgechwan. The soll of this region is dark gray in
color and rich with organic matter, Its depth is from 5-20 feet,

But it is too cold here for growing crops at an elevation higher than
6,000 feet, Occasionally the people grow buckwheat and oats for the
summer ¢rops, but native grasses sre of most importance, It is the

best area in Szechwan for livestock farming., The native people drink
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Figure 6. Types of Farm Lands in zechwan Province, China
1. Red areas - very rich (800-1700 feet)
2. White areas - rich (1701-2500 feet)
3, Blue areas - medium (2501-4000 feet)
4, Dark areas - poor (4001-6000 feet)
5. Black areas - very poor (6001 feet and up)
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milk and make cheese, for thelr maln food like the people of western
countries, lost Chinese in other arees of Swmechwan use goybeans as
a substitute for milk,

Figure & shows the farm lands of Szechwan Province divided into
five types. The "very rich" and "rich" areas are at olevations be-
tween 800+2,500 feet and both of these can produce two or more crops
in one year, The "medium rich® lands (blue aress) usually produce
one crop a year, but two crops in some places, In the "poor" regions
(dark areas) the topography is very steep; there is a short growing
seasoni and the people produce mainly cattle and dalry products, In
the "very poor® section (black areas) there are not meny farmers,
since most of the people are nomads,

History,~~The oldest Chinese records state that there were eight
kingdoms in western China, which included Szechwan and three adjacent
provinees of today., FKach had iis own chiefl and owed a dim alleglance
to Shuh, who in turn was supposed to allow almost complete self=-
government in the various kingdoms,

The first distinet meation of the Fingdoms of Stuh (B ) and
Pa ( € ) in relation to the Chinese occurs at the close of the
Shang Dynasty (/%1 X)e 4 foree of warriors from these two kingdoms
turned the tide of the struggle aguinst the last emperor of that
dynasty and helped Prince Shang to insugurate the Chou Dynasty (/A ),
vhich lasted for over 200 vears (1122-293 B.Cu)s

The chief of Shuh Kingdow was designated as Hee ( 42 ) or Harquis.
When the Chou Dyhasty began to lose its vigor, the Heo of Shuh called
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himself a Wang ( ) or King, the title by which Chinese sovereigns
were then known, The first ¥ang or King was Ts'an-Ts'ong, who en-
couraged the silk industry and who lived at Chushang (Tpdy ), a city
6 miles east of Shuangliu (XRif); the second King was Peh-Kuan, l.e.,
"the irritater"; the third, Yu-Fu, the believer in Taoism (B 44),
and in whose maﬁary his subjects erected an ancestral Hall; the fourth,
Tu-Ku, or more familiarly, Tu-Chu,

In time a great flood came to JSzechwan. Kaileliing one of Tusfu
minlsters saved the people from future danger of inundation by cutting
& course for the overflow through YuluiShang Mountain (¥ % 41), This
is still the name of a high mountain near Kwanshein City.

During that time, the population probably numbered only & tenth
of that of today, The mountains still stood clad in thelr virgin
forests, Tigers roamed so freely that they menaeced the habitations
of men, But the habits and pursuits of the people were very much as
they are today. They lived in pillao~bullt houses, wore f{lowing robes,
bowed and greeted each other even as they do at this time. Thelir
headwear was different, but the common sandals the same te the last
details The Shuh ponles were as small as those now and as famed for
their sure-footedness on diffieult roads, The dogs were leashed in
the well=known neck and chest method and had the same pronounced curl
on their tails, Although the vessels, dishes, jars, ete., showed a
greater varliety in shape, the people ate rice cooked in | pots: 145 )
and enjoyed the ﬁﬂhi&ng“ condiments as much as present-time descendants,

Sometimes people varied their menmu by dishes of antelop and wild boar
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found in a state of preservation ¥ to 20 feet under the surface of
Chengtu Plain, This is still practiced and Szechwan people still love
to call themselves ShuhPeople (B A).

The province in the day of the Second Han Dynasty (44 5%) 570
600 AJD., was one of these long uneventful times of peaceful develop-
ment characterized by a lack of recorded history. The most known is
that it was far from belng over-populated and the poople were pros-
perous, 50 many could afford 1éisure for learning that the Zhuh people
deteriorated in height and physical stamina,

Chinese rulers have alwayes regarded Szechwan as the key to the
Empire, The safety of dynasty lay bound ap in its possession, For
this reason the history of the province is one of fascinmating interest
to many people, One thing of special interest is that the actual
revolution of 1911, which upset the old Manchu Dynasty («‘vﬁfﬁ ), began
earlier at Chengtu than at Wuchang (3 2 ), Huh~Peh (i#A%) Province.
However, the fact that Wuchang declared indépendence made for the
beginning of Democratic Government and progressive national measures,
One roason for early dissatisfaction at Chengtu was the feilure of
the Emperor to build the so-called Szechwan Railroad which was plamned
for in 1904. Punds were raised by the local people to help build the
railroad, bui these were kept by the Haperor and never returned to the

people after the plan for the railroad was dropped,
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Below is a list of the different titles by which Szechwan

Province has been known from 2205 R.C. to the present time:

- TITLE DYWASTY ,
IEnglish Chinese English Chinese Years
T3.ang-Chot TN Sha-Tu 12 T2205=1.766 B.Ca
an-Chow 7 Chou £ 1122« 255 *®
Pa and SHUH e Chin fe 285~ 206 ®
1th=Chou % | Han s 4 206-8,0,~220 A.D.
Shnh )% m% mﬂfmf” i‘u 2Ml$ A.fh
Chisn District  Zak Tong 2 618-950 ™
Spechwan * w | i BSung % 960=-1278 "

" Province w | ) Yan o 12601363

" U ” Hing oA 1363-1640

" " " Chin % 16441911 ©

" " el Republic of FEER

" o ” CHINA 1911

Kow the Smechwan provinee has bsen greally changed in the last few
years, Less than a score of years ago, this province, with the primi-
tive means of transportation and sccompanying unpleasantnesses and in-
convenlences, remained a testing ground too stern and demanding for the
average pleasure~seekor, The ususl method of making & trip comewhere
was by the sedan chair with 2 or 3 carriers waliddng at the rate of 3 or
L miles per hour, If one waht®i to go to Chengtu from Chunking, a
distance of sbout 300 miles, he had to spend 10 days by this way. But
time hse changed end changed with reserkable rapidity, The bullding of
wotor roads and establishing of motor lines throughout bﬁa provinee has
meant a greal increase in trade with the eastern provinces of China,

Hotor buses now carry passengers and merchandise from Chengtu to Chung-

king in two days.
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Ar travel has also made great strides in development, The first
elr service was established between Chengtu and Chungking in the winter
of 1931, Now there are several alr routes through Chengtu and Clungking
to other provinges and both morning and afternoon air service between
Chengtu and Chungking.

It soems assured that many new industries will spring up in this
provinge and quantities of rich raw materials will find a ready and re-
munerative market, Supplies of tea, silk, reaw hides, and plant oll are
plentiful for shipping out to other countries and reasonsble freight rates
will make it no longer a paying proposition to ship the pig's bristles
abroad by airplane,

Since the Sino~Japanese War has come to influence this province,
many young persons have shown a special interest in serving the rural
people through mess education in the summer and winter vacation periods,
At first, the Government had diffieculty in getting the people to be
soldiers, but now so many people are volunteers that the very young
and weak persons are not being accepted, Uost of the counties or
larger market towns have a pood organigation of the Hew Life Kovement
Couneil and Chinese Youth Corps.

The New Life Movement Council is doing the spade work of democraecy
in China which was started by Generalissimo and dadame Chiang. GCrad-
ually, the new movement made itself know, gathering strength, until the
four aharaétars‘whieh mark its teaching are everywhere known, These
four characters (the Chinese written words) are pillars of movement

as the loyalty to ecountry, fidelity to parents, kindness to



neighbors, and love of humanity, In addition to its program for
personal life, emphasising cleanliness, orderliness, thrift, and dis-
couraging the all too prevalent habits of drinking, gaambling, and
feasting, it is carrying out experiments in mass education and organ-
izing co-operatives which are giving the people a senge of self=-
government, self-confidence, and economic power to carry on the war
resistance. There are two branches from headguarters of the Hational
He Lo ¥, Counecil. One is the Hen's New life Movement, The other one
is the Women's H, L. ¥, Both of them guide the people from thelr inner
life to develop better habits, Its work is similar to the 4-H Club
activity in U, 5. A.

The Chinese Youth Corps has developed in the short time since 1938,
It was scattered by Madame Chiang. Throughout all these activities can
be found the olive green uniforms of high school boys and girls from
everywhere, They have been personally trained and inspired by the
leaders, The cheerfulness and confidence and the resl spirit of serv-
ice in which the leaders go about thelr duties in this time of national
erisis is remarkable., During their summer vacation, the senior boys
and girls of the high schools have organizations of many small groups
to help the wounded soldiers with washing, writing, and reading. Some
of them go back to their own local community to help with the farm work
of those families from which some one left home in the war, Others
teach children who have no chance to go to school for regular educations
All of the boys and girls must bring a record and report baek to school
in September, and they sxchange thelr experiences in social service,
Its work is simllar to the Brganization known az the "0ld Dominion Boys!

State" in Virginia and other states of U, S. A,
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Section B
THE PEOPLE OF THE PROVINCE

This provinee, apart so far from the seashore, is essentially a
rural area since it contains only two large cities: Chungking, a
western commercial centeri and Chengtu, the capital of the province,
The majority of the people can be included in the rural farmer class,
although there are some rural non-farm inhabitants who work at local
non=-fare occupations in Chengtu or Chungiing and live nearby those two
cities. Some people as tailors, masons, painters and carpenters or
local traders have special oeccupations in their loeal counties, but they
must work on their own farms during the planting and harvesting time,

S0 the people in the province are about 95 percent rural.

Table 4. Population Trends in Szechwan Province, since 1663

Chinese !har English Total Tumber Humber of
(gg;en Ezg%g ) ’iig; Population of zpara persons
297,079

1741 5,442,168 78 fﬁ.w,uaea

1775 12,059,811 34 #6,617,643

17 1812 20,435,678 45 £8,375,867

25 1820 21,032,671 8 £596,993
22 1842 22,566,964 22 1,534,293

18 1892 35,868, 650 50 13,301,686

28 1502 68,724,890 10 £32,856,240

5 1916 50,766,336 5 76,625,874

8 1919 b,,762,810 3 -983,526

14 1925 52,063,606 b #2,280,796

17 1928 54,010,450 3 #1946 ,8L1,

25 1936 47,803,742 8 w5 206,658

Humber and distribution by distriet and counties.-~The people in

Swechwan Provinece are increasing more rapidly by natural gain than in

the other provinces. It is due not only to rich solls, and favorable
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¢limate, but also freedom from serious earthquakes, floods, droughts,
and famines. Ve do not have damaging insects as the locuste which
destroy the_crapa in Borth and Xast China,

#e have not found any report about the provineial population earlier
than 1663; however, there are some population data for China back to
2,200 8,0, During the first period of the Chin Dymasty 1,850 A.D, the
government took the census every three or four years, but later changed
it to every five years, At that time the government taxed all males
who were over 20 years of age, Later the taxes were reduced to help
the people since many names were omitted from the census in order to
avold the taxes, 8o table 4 shows the total population with only
297,079 in 1663,

Emperor Kon-shi, 1713, made a new regulation which stated, "There

will be no further increase in taxes over the amount paid in 1711."
Thue the larger number of people of 5,442,168 reported in 1741 was 15
times that of 1663. In 18%0 another new rule was published which re-
quired census enumeration of both males and females, This increased
the total to 35 millions by 1892,

Another difficulty in getiing the total number of the people of this
province is the uncertain boundary which was changed four times rrém
1663 to 1936 as shown on the map of territorial changes. It shows
that the present area of the province is only one-fourth the area that
it was in 1663,

The people of the provinee are not distributed equally in various
districts and counties, There are 270,000 people in the 1léth political
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SO

Year: 1663 Original boundaries (a) Year:1775 Boundaries for Kwie Chow Pro
of Szechwan Province (b) Year:1780 " " Huh-Peh 1

Year: 1914 Boundaries for Year: 1937 Boundaries for
Chwan-pien special district Hsie-Kong Province

Figure 7., Territorial Change in Sgechwan Provinee, 1663-1936
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district which is large in area, but ¥ times this number in the first
political district which has only one-sevenih aé mach area, The second
political district has fewer counties than the first distriet, but it
has over & million more people. Shungliu county (No. & on map) is the
smallest county but has 136,716 peoplej while the largest county, Song-
pan (No. 134 on map) has only 27,742 people, or one-fifth the number in
Shungliu county.

There are three lactors which influence the distribution of people
in the provinece., First, climate and rich soil; second, transportation
facilities; and third, variation in education and cultural characterist-
ies, 5o that most of the people are living along the rivers or plains
in the province,

Les~~in 1935, Seechwan province

ranked 13th among the 30 provinces in the density of population, with

& density of 169 persons per square mile of territory., It has, however,
the highest density of population of the seven provinces in West China,
The first political distriet on the Chengtu Plain has the highest dens-
ity of the population among the 16 politiecal districts., Wenchiang
gounty (No. 1 on the map) has the highest density among the various
counties of the province, with 1117.5 persons per square mile, However,
Tzeyang county (No., 14 on the map) outside of Ghengtﬁ Plain has almost
the same density as Hwayang county (Mo. 3 on the map). Teeyang county
has salt wells, sugar cane, and & silk worm industry, which require many
workers, Wenchlang, our most densely populated ecounty, produces red
clover, hemp, tobaceo, and rice with 3 or 4 crops per year, The low
density of population is in the 16th political district where there is



27.

!

ORSRNS,  .

’HSFKAM(;/,”{-»-~-‘ g

i |

SHE\\LSN;

i
i
!

|
_d”wm~_+iz

11D

3o

ﬁ 47 \ \ )
| v G 2 ' ¥ . HU-NAN
: : v :\/ 1 % }‘ ’ 7™ 1
| 3 i g i TR
| | s
5! | f vy
r . 3 | : W
Wit Y i 2 | . o e s S s b v e s EHEEAT o SIS
y Al j 2 & -
L e SR KWEL-cHow R i
YUN-NRN 77 il | e
! é - . -" E }
‘ i J ,
A | )
? | ] !
I : / 3
j o |
SEETIL i LS P I __..)lfi 5 Hob o il 0 U | ¥
Fig. 8 Pers r Square Mile e e

- 50
51-100
101-200
201-300

301-400
401-500
501-600
601 and up




28,

Table 3, HUMBER OF FAMILIES AND PERSONS IN SZECHWAN PROVINCE, CHINA
1986, BY POLITICAL DISTRICTS AND COUNTIES (HSIEN)

To. of Number Density of
County Heme of County Humbeyr Kumber Persons Population
On Mep _  JSnglish Chinese _Femilles _ Persons = DPer Femily Fer Sq.Mi.
First Political District 806,738 2,367,008
i Yen-Chiang 35,876 159,914 4.4~ 1117.5
g ﬂam"w “. 151 l‘a’ 507 80‘ 855.9
3 Chengtu 27,509 129,404 4o8= 604.8
é Hwayang 76,759 385,192 4,8« 771.9
8 Kwaughsien 71,773 818,092 4.9« 450.0
[ ] Heinfan 20, 587 121,815 6.9 601.5
? Piehsien 42,176 186,483 4dode 604.8
8 Shuangliu 29,8850 186,716 4.6~ 300.3
’ Klinﬂﬁhlﬂa u' m m; m ‘CG- ﬁﬂ. 5
1l Chungehing 83,746 177,169 3.3 441.6
12 Penhsien 70,926 357,891 $e0m 128.7
Second Political District 1,183,778 5,572,067
13 NM 1“. 1" m. 978 5."" au.a
14 Tzeyang 198, 244 687,161 Sed= 857.7
15 Neichiang 126,496 646,690 4.8« 592.2
18 VWeyusn 70,451 389,631 5e5- 206.7
1?7 Yunghsien 128,774 444,280 S.6- 147.0
s Ching-yen 56,883 204,194 o5 117.9
19 Jengshew 218,983 1,089,683 B.0= 261.0
20 Chienyeng 207,830 1,108,250 BeSe 291.2
Third Political Distriet 1,039,019 8,761,499
21 Yuenchwan 69,720 396,083 §e8- 79.8
22 Pahsien 176,778 938, 838 HeB= 94.4
2 Chisngehing 128,061 841,913 6.4 169.5
24 Chiechiang 70,704 410,669 5.7= 60.0
28 Yungehang 71,972 370,639 5.1~ 304.8
26 Ta-tsu 86,770 440,975 5.0~ 280.5
28 Chiang-bay 133,543 691,393 Bollw §86.8
29 Ho-chwan 147,728 780,289 Bede 857.0
30 Tongliang 95,119 810,514 Sed~ 677.4
Fourth Political District 395,878 2,049,653
81 liieshan 68,810 411,176 8.6~ 158.8
s2 Hungyea 40,045 208,037 Bele 112.7
33 Chiechiang 31,687 156,082 He0- 181.1
“ &im n, m m; 03‘ 50"' 187.9
35 Tangling 18,6385 98,985 B5.0- 1581.8
Sé ¥ing-shan 17,286 89,716 el 92.1
37 Puchiang 22,975 126,565 6 4B 95.4
38 Penshan 32,012 162,721 Be 0w 311.7
39 Chiunglai 81, 565 386,688 L 271.2
40 Ta-ih 89,980 293,762 540= 440,7
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No. of Number Density of
County Neme of County Number Humber Persons Population
on Map Inglish Chinese Femilies Persons Per Family Per Sg.Mi.
Fifth Political District 308, 880 1,420,354
41 Lo-shan 92,084 411,498 &g 4o 663.9
“ Ghl.u-ﬂlc 105. “1 515' ‘79 5; b- 135. 7
43 Pingshen 86,378 275,864 4.8 109.8
44 Opien 12,891 54,254 4.8 11.8
45 Mapien 6,969 33,192 4,8~ 19.2
46 Hei-bao 10,083 42,800 4.2 16.5
47 Omed 22,014 106, 287 4.8 102.0
Sixth Political Distriect 296,019 1,498,981
48 Ihping 70, 5682 247,442 3.8 312.9
49 Nanchie 46,298 256,127 8,5 82,28
80 Changshew 27,041 200, 299 4.4~ 128.4
81 Chingfu 28,975 158,761 44 5o 46.8
54 Shien ¥Wen 20,418 111,931 8.4 70.5
88 Gaohsien 27,668 158,276 Sel= 117.0
Seventh Political District 740,968 3,728,821
a7 lushien 287,081 1,126,111 Bole 106.5
59 Pu-Shun 198,607 991, 467 5.0~ 630,9
60 Hokiang 70,625 388,823 Sebe 268.2
61 Ha Chie 14,648 27,839 5o B 61.8
62 Eu-Bung 17,648 70,092 4.1 63.9
63 KueLin 78,1838 363,141 Selw 58.8
64 Su Yung 71,481 364,085 S.l1= 171.7
g%gm Distriet 682,868 3,196,948
65 ou-Yang 84,121 405, 800 4.9~ 180,.3
67 Fungtu 114, 757 528,121 o b 178.1
é8 Nauchwan 83,918 356,378 3.9 204,0
69 Pen Shwie 62,706 301,608 449~ 54.4
70 Chienkiang 26,095 116,342 406 62.4
71 Haiu Shan 74,109 327,064 dodhe 67.6
78 3hih-Chu 29,768 139,084 46 62.4
Ninth Political District 640,496 3,108,290
3 ¥auhsien 157,281 803, 001 Bel= 388.1
74 Pungehi 68,812 356,697 S8 217.5
78 Wu-shan 39,763 174,181 4od~ 163.2
76 Ma-Chie 27,118 120,856 4.8~ 151.8
7% Tungyang 86,088 369,897 4.3~ 108.9
78 Kaihsien 124,743 664,893 53w 70.2
?9 chﬂm.“ "’ m 1.09 s 375 ‘. 1" 135. 9
80 Chunghsien 112,172 508, 889 4,8~ 199.8
Tenth Political District 667,936 3,848,045
8l Ta~Chu 97,854 476,793 4.8« 378.9
w m‘im m.m m;%‘ 4.8» 85‘.‘
a3 Kwang 4in 142,508 730,850 8.1- 474.3
84 Liangshan 95,816 484,919 4.4 364.2
85 Lingehwi 69,224 368,871 5efe 818,.7
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No.of Tumber Density of
County Heme of County Fumber Mumber Persons Population
on lap English Chinese _TFamilies Persons Per Family Per Sq.Mi,
86 Tienkiang 63,033 335,160 5e3= 163,3
87 Changshew 74,213 383,818 Selw 366,.0
Eleventh Political District 715,466 3,680,322
88 Nanchung 170,754 906,374 5,3= 230.4
89 Yao~chih 92,896 464,337 Sel= 87.6
90 Hsichung 56,421 278,467 4.9- 221.4
91 Pong An 56,037 307,610 Sed= 92,1
92 Yungshan 99,617 419,848 4,2~ 12¢.5
93 Ih-lung 42,150 233,333 5.5 102,.9
94 Nan-Pu 127,471 606,996 4.7= 139,85
95 m"’hin VQ. 130 5%. ‘ﬁ? 5.0" 99;3
Twelfth Political District 1,035,224 5,884, 507
96 Su-liang 138, 813 785, 202 Sod~ 180.,0
97 Tungnan 74,867 408, 040 Sed~ 280,5
98  Aneyao 142,391 804,867 5.6~ 2820,5
99 Lo-Chih 82,791 469,897 -2 123.6
100 Chungkiang 161,958 891, 287 Sed~ 288.1
101 San-Tai 175,338 970,111 5,5« 324.3
102 Shai-hung . 84,674 465,926 Sed~ 333.6
103 Yien Teng 62,3858 334,673 5e3= 246.0
104 Pong-Chih 112,337 724,495 4,7~ 276.6
Thirteenth Political District 527,485 2,530,792
105 Mien yeng 82,832 431,119 - 18- 163.2
106 Tzetung 30,088 169,187 543= 89.1
107 Anhsien 40,583 184,572 4¢5- 61,5
108 Lokiang 32,697 151,766 Sel= 145.8
109 Miechu 64,952 273,987 4.2~ 194.4
110 Tehyang 46,304 205,258 4,4~ 275.7
i1 Shihfung 50,484 262,047 52« 301.2
112 Kwanghen 58,917 268,032 4.5~ 283,85
113 Chien Tang 120,848 584,864 4,8- 169.2
Fourteenth Political Distriect 318,172 1,399,627
114 Chien Kao 39,783 176,358 4o~ 8l.6
1185 Kwan Yuang 39,401 164,457 4ol 42,9
116 Tsongebie 59,294 284,782 440~ 153.8
117 Chao-Hwa 20,191 98,526 4od~ 30,9
118 Kieng Yu 46,176 198,143 4e2« §5.1
119 Chang Ming 23,185 107,409 4.7~ 203.4
120 Behchwan 7,311 25,809 B45= 7.8
121 Pien Wu 81,5986 86,196 4,0~ 4.8
122 Liongehung 61,236 306,007 5S¢0~ 77.1
Fifteenth Political District 8865, 784 2,435,213
123 Ta-hsien 126,401 675,189 §,5- 54.0
124 Kai~kiang 41,797 246,276 569~ 34,2
125 Ba Chung 186,679 644,434 e~ 36,0
126 Hauan Han 104,478 465,431 44~ 214.8
i27 Wan Yuan 31,933 182,420 5e0= 42,1
128 Tong kiang 81,102 133,092 4,3~ 31,8
129 Nan kiang 32,594 118,371 - I 23.1
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To. of Numb er Density of
County Name of County Mumber Humber Persons Population
on kap English Chinese emilies Persons Per Family Per Sq.Mi,
Sixteenth Political District 80,750 270,001
130 Mong-hsien 15,109 45,255 3¢ 0= 8.7
131 Lee Pang 9,861 29,159 340= 0.9
132 Wen Chwan 7,734 24,619 3.2~ 4.8
133 Mongkung 14,980 44,020 8.l 746
134 Songpan 27,742 87,733 5,3~ TN
138 Chien Hwa 5,324 17,258 3¢5~ 2.1
Total 9,629,819 47,803,798
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more cold weather and high mountains. Lee-fang county (Mo, 131 on the
map) has the lowest density of population among the 135 counties of the
province, with less than one person per square mile, There are 12
counties which have over 600 persons per square mile of lend, but the
total area of these is not as large ss Jonge-pang county (Neo. 134 on the
map)s The combined ares of the six counties on the Chengtu Plain
(Mou 1y 2, 35 by 55 6, and 7 on the map) is smaller than Lee~fang coun-
ty. Counties 27, 28, and 29 on the map show & high density of popula-
tion because they are on the rivers and close to Chungkiag ecity.

County 59 on the map has the th. salt wells region in China,
County 41 on the map ls producing silk, and white waxes similar to
paraffin, so it bas a high density of populstion.

Several counties had great changes in the density of population
from 1931-35, as counties 125, 128, 129, 115, and 117, because the Red
troops took this region during those years, and 70 percent of the
people were murdered, dispersed, or overcome by pestilence and starve-
tion,

Here are some reasons why we have & high demsity of population
in this province:

l. Cood elimate for rich crops to feed the people,

2+ The areas beslde the rivers have very rich solls,

3. Many people come to the salt well areas to get jobs and high
WAESH . '

Le FPavorable irrigation from the rivers for rice crops.

5+ Undevelopment of transportation for emsigration,



33.
6« The easy way of obtaining Mnd or "stick property" in the
past by merely placing a boundary of sticks around it and claiming
it for the family, |
7+ The custom of sub-dividing the property smong the children
and encouraging them to stay in the reglon, An old proverb says, "Do
not leave mother country - rather starvation.®
Flgure 8 and tables 3 and 5 contain a summary of the faots showing

persons per souare mile of land throughout the province,

Table 5. Density of Population in Various Counties (Hsien)

Persons per Humber of Percent of

square mil gountles ~counties
- 50 14.8
51 - 100 28 19.2
101 - 3 252
201 - 300 24 17.7
301 =~ iz 90
401 - 500 4 30
501 - 600 3 2.2

= Total i%% 150 3.3

1esy~~The family is the basic unit in the
composition of society, and therefore of much importance ia China,
where each family has a patriarch, or *Chiawchang®, with full authe
ority Lo represent the mmﬁ and to manage its properiy. |

It is common for the Chinese family to have 3 or 4 generations
together, but usually it is only in one blood relation -- that of the

husband., The wife's people are always thought of as guests, and seldom
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stay in the home for any long period of time, Quite often when a
son marries he remains with his perents. When the father of this
son becomes 00 years of age, the son assumes the role of patriarch
and represents the large famlly group., Howewer, as long as the old
father lives the young patriarch must confer with him concerning the
sale of property or the enpagements which are arranged for wusarried
members of the family, The young patriarch may be the eldest of the
sons, or the son with the most education,

4 Chinese household residing in temporary quarters such as & hotel
is never considered a resl fawlly., Until recently there was & type of
family usually called the SUBFAMILY ( M¥2), the following cases of
which are common examples:

1y A group composed of a young widow and children under 16 years
of ages

2+ A maiden and her properties without anyone to suceeed to her
properties,

3. Parents who have given thelr properties to their sons ex~
cept one share kept for thelr use until death,

Le Sons who have gotben the properties from parents but are
young and not over 20 years of age.

All of the subfamilies were under ihﬁir parents, elder brothers,
wicles or other relatives, and obtained help from them, 35ince this
custom of having subfamilies has been changed in the last few years,
Table 3 shows the families according te the new system, The new
gystem of counting fmnw ineludes the small family group such as

we find in Americe.
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Table 3 reveals that in 1936 the total families in the province
was over 93 millions., The average number for the 16 political dis-
tricts was 601,863, The average number per county was 71,331 as shown
in tﬂhlm‘&. Luhslen county (57 on map) led all counties in number of
families with 227,081, This county is in the Yangtsze Valley which pro-
duces very rich crops. ChinHwa county (135 on map) had only 5,324
families -~ the smallest number for any county. It is in the high

mountain reglon.

Table 6. Average Number of Families and Persons Per County,
Szechwan Provinee, China, 1936

Ho. of Ko, of Total Ave Hosof Total Av, Bo, of
political counties families families persons persons

district ” . per count - per county
1ot 12 500,735 w,ﬁ ‘ 3,307,008 157,250
2nd 8 1,123,778 LT 4472 5,372,067 671,508
3rd 10 1,039,019 103,902 55751,499 575,150
Lth 10 395,278 39,528 24049,653 204,965
5th 7 305,880 53,657 1,520,354 202,507
6th 9 296,019 32,891 1,498,951 166,550
Tth 8 TG 4965 92,620 3,728,521 466,065
Bth 8 682,862 85,357 3,196,948 399,618
10th 7 660,936  Ghyk23 3,243,045 463,292
lith 8 715 4,466 89,433 3,580,322 LT o 540
12th 9 1,035,224 115,024 5,854,507 65&;501
13th 9 527 3455 58,606 24530,792 281,199
14th 9 318,172 35,347 1,39?,62? 155,514
15th 7 79,112 2,435,213 347,888
ybh 6 ;2.&;3 870,001 145,000
Total 135 T1e3 47,803,792 Bl 102

The size of families,~-lany writers have written about the large
nusber of persons per family in China, and in some cases they have not
given a true pleture, Some families are much larger than American

famllies because they have three or four generations living topether,
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but this custom is becoming unusual., Here are several reasons for
the large families of the pasis

le Some parents were unwilling for their children to leave them
after their marriage, so they remained until the death of the parents,

2+ According to Chinese custom the parents had the responsibility
to care for and give training to the new couple on how they should treat
each other, manage family affalirs, and rear the children,

3. All children were sucecssors to the parents'properties, and
all the sons and daughters who did not marry had the right to have a
share in it, Due to the small farms of 5 or 6 acres it was better for
the family members to live together rather than divide the land into so
many small parts,

4e The Chinese homes of 12 or more rooms were sultable for large
families, However, these homes did not have either basement or storage
rooms .

5, A large number of brothers and uncles working together made it
possible to retain the farm throughout the years,

6. It was possible for the young couple with inexperience to have
a higher standard of living by residing with the parents,

7« The children felt that when their parents were old it was
better to live together in order to aid and serve them throughout
thelr sunset and evening of old age.

8. It is a custom for new couples to stay with the parents in
order to lessen thelr tasks and to help with the work on the farm,

However, the present famllies are not large as the data presented:in
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figure 9 and table 7 shows, Thig table shows that 80 percent of all
the families in Szechwsn province average L.l to 5.5 persons per family,.
The larger families are found in the aress of rich soils and dense
populstion, Thus counties 23 and 26 average over § persons per family,
since they are close to Chunking City, It is a custom for some people
who heve Jobs in Chungking to leave thelr wives and children in order

to stay with thelr parents and uncles,

Table 7., Size of Families in the Verious Counties

Persons per Distribution in Pistributdon in
fardly nuzmber of percent of
T counties ~pounties
10 e 3*5 3.2 @.0
3#5 - i&vc 5 3*6
2&03. - L :Z? 20,0
L6 ~ 5,0 3% 27 by
Sed = 545 b 3246
8.6 = 6,0 6.0

_ 8
- Total 135 55%‘6

However, there are some factors that tend to keep rursl families
from becoming large in Sgechwan Province:

1, Troubles or guerrels between brothers or between wives some-
times causc brothers to separate thelr families,

Ze Differences in individual ability and personal interests
between brothers and sisters or the securing of & better job in other
sections cause some to separate from thelr family and to become inde-
pendents

3« There is a general custom that after grandebildren are born

the younger family separates {rom the psrents and smakes a home of its
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own. The grandparents do not feel any responsibility to feed and caere
for grandehildren,

Le In times when the government levied special taxes on large
farms, the land would be divided equally between the brothers in order
to avold the tax, This also brought about division of families into
smaller ones.

5« During the last 3 or 4 centurles, the government several times
called to military service youny men from the larger families, As a
result the farmers often divided thelr properties so as to make smaller
families,

6. Young people with more education in the present day prefer
small families after marriage.

Table & and figare 8 reveal the ressons for separalions in 4,600
families who had received thelr properties [rom thelr parents or grand-
parents, These are called "divided family properties®, These data
were worked out by the students of West China Union University in 1934

as part of a study of Szechwan province,

Teble 8, Mumber and Percent of Families for Hach Heason of
Family Divislen in 4,600 Families of

13 Counties in Sszechwan Province

Troubles or guarrels 15
Unequal sbilities 7493
Arrival of grandehildren 17.4
Division by parents to mske for

more harmony after their death 2347
Avold taxes 17.2
Avoid the military service 97
W gher education 540

Others

Totel 1000



40,
Section C

" THE PROPLE OF SELECTED AREAS, AS SHOWN BY SPECIAL STUDIES

During the years 1930 to 1936 the author spent several summer and
winter vacations studylng economic and soclal conditions in selected
areas of Szechwan Provinee, Detalled studies were made in nine dif-
ferent countles, Prior to this time the only studies that had been
made were two Parm Surveys done jolntly by Dr. H. D. Srown, of West
China Union University, and the author, These surveye, one of 25 farme
and the other of 50 farms, were published in "The Chinese Fconomic
Journal®, Dec, 1927 and Jan, 1928, In each ¢f the nine counties a
special study was made of 500 to 2,400 families in represeatatlive rural
areas, These areas were also representative of other counlies in the
province as shown in figure 10, Tables §, 10, and 11 give a summary
of the average size of family, average size of farm, farm livestock

numbers, and acres of farm creps in each of the counties studled,

Table 9, Nuwdber of Families, Total Number of People, Average
Size of Family, and Average Slze of Farm in
Nine Gounties of Szechwan Provinee, China, 1930-36
No, of Hame of Year of Ho, of o, of Av, size Av, size o, of

county county sample familles persons of of counties for
study in sample in sample families farms which sasple st

- L buc ¢ (aress)is rg§resm§,a§ i
1 Wen-chiang 1931 if&ﬁ%r 5r§§§” L8 Se '

¥
19  Jengshew 1936 2,400 13,444 5eb 73 18
57  Im=shien 1932 1,200 = 6,369 5¢3 50 22
66 Fu=-ling 1930 1,300 Tsh12 547 546 1z
73 an~-Halen 1930 900 Ly W09 La% Tl 18
96 Su~Lin 1933 ,&00 ?;W 5&6 506 21
114  Chien-kso 1934 900 3,781 Lol 9.0 13

Total iﬁ?ggg” '?%H%g%””
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Table 10, Crops Grown by the People of Selected Aress

in Szechwan Province, 1930~1936

Percent of farm land in different crops

Ho. of Name of Summer crops
county county Rice Corn DBeans Potatoes Cotion OCthers
i 90 1 2 U 0 7
19 50 3 5 20 20 12
47 i5 20 6 Lo 0 19
57 61 10 3 3 5 16
67 3% 1 12 33 0 10
73 25 28 3 25 2 17
96 23 4 4 25 32 1
114 5 32 6 38 0 19
121 o 30 4 s0% 10° 6

* Sweet Pctataaa‘ b Buckwhest
# Irish " Qate

Table 11, Average Humber of Livestoek kept by the Families
| of Selected Areas in Szechwan Province, 1930-1936

Noe. of Name of Water *  Sheep
county county Cattle Buffa~ Horses Hogs or Chickens Dugk Dogs Cats
ioes Goats
l tl 1‘& 0 3.2..1; ul ""20 2.1 3‘5 lpl
19 o3 1.1 " | 6.6 .2 U 3.6 2.8 1,0
L7 1.6 2 o2 3.2 1041 8 2,0 1.9 l.1
57 6 1.6 " 1.6 12 L6 2,9 Lok
66 ¢8 212 ol 801 bj l‘# }'l'.l 201 103
73 07 211 03 6.3 1.2 16 302 206 1.0
96 d 1.9 2  Gubh 2 18 2.4 2,2 1.2
114 141 0 o6 42 6.5 10 0 1l o8

131 6.0 0 1. 1. 28.9 6 0 L b
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The large nunber of doge per family, as shown in fable 11, raises
the problem of adeguate food supply for some counties, DStudies at the
Medical College of West China Union University have pointed out that
two and a half dege would eat as much food ns one person, For these
counties as & whole, the number of dogs averages about two for each
farm,

The Chinese people like pork better than beef, Furthermore, they
lack the land essentlial for the production of forages for cattle feed,
At the same time the large number of hogs competes seriously with people
for farm products of corn, sweet potatoes, and Irish potatoes. In the
Chengtu plain, hogs competc with humans for rice, In the mountain
regions of lee-Fang and Omle counties and adjacent areas, mutton and
beel are rore widely eaten than pork due to lack of corn and poteto

erops and to grester production of hay and pasture,
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Figure 10, GSelected areas of Szechwan Province in which studies have been
made of economic and social conditions, These studies were sponsored by
West China Union University, and made by 11 Ming-liang and his students,
Fach area shown in red mark is representative of the regions shown in
other colors.
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Racial Differeunce.--The people of Spechwan are entirely Chinese,

There are no members of any other races or other countries in the prove
ince except a few white people uha are missionaries or business Bolk and
who are there for a short time only. However, there are several differ-
ent tribes in the provinece who keep thelr own customs, language, and
literature, The Han Tribe, usually called the Chinese tribe, numbers
about 90 percent of the total population. iost of the political and
economical authorities are Han, Their ancestors came to this province
during the period 1640-1700 following the reign of the ruffian butcher,
Chang Hsien-Chong, who had killed about three-fourths of the people
during the last period of the Ming Dynasty, 1620-1635. Heny people were
killed while others fled to the wilds of the mountains to perish without
clothing, food, and shelter, Chin became the Emperor at Peking, China
in 1643, Then the government started a poliey of immigration and brought
people to Szechwan province from Huh-peh, Canton, 2n~ﬁien and some other
provinces, but the majority of the people came from Huh-peh., All of the
first settlers in this province were supported by the government, Any-
one could take farm land wherever he liked by merely staking out the
boundaries of his propertys In addition, the land was tax free for two
years. |

The people who came from Huh-peh province brought many kinds of
plants, seeds, and animals from their own country, These were sorely
needed, since the ruffian butcher, Chang Hsien-Chong, had burned or
destroyed all foods, equipment, buildings, and cities, and killed near-
ly all lives human and animal alike, Figure 11 shows the routes
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followed by immigrants inte the province of 8zechwan, Some of the
people came into the provinee along the Yangtze valley up to Chengtu
Plain and to other counties (2), Before this period many people enter-
ed the provinee from the north (1), since there was s stone-slate high-
way which was bullt during the latter half of the Han Dynasty, in 400~
600 A.D., from Chang-an to Chengtu, Since 1937, as & resuli of the
Sino~Japanese Var, many refugees hsve moved into Sgechwan {rom eastern,
southern, or northern provinces., There are three ways for the refugees
to enter, One is the Yangtee valley, another one is the Chwan-Shan
Highway in the north, and a third one is the French-Indo China Railway
to Kwan Ming which connects with the highway to Chungking, as shown on
figure 11 (3).

The lohammedan tribe is the largest single group in the northe
western counties of Szechwen Province. These people came in from Kane-su
Province and settled in counties 121, 130, 131, and 134, Nohamnedans are
also found in some other countles where they can be distinguished by
their churches which are called Hoha

pmedan Temples or Chin Dienm Sze.
They do not permit other peoples to enter thelr churches, for they cone
sider those unclean who eat porks They do not drink any water from -
public wells, but dig and keep covered their own wells for water sup-

plies. Marriapge into other tribes by Mohammedans is unknown and for-

bidden, Their children must go to their own schools for a few years

to learn KQ=-RAN before sttending the government schools, since all of
them sust know the Mohamsedan literature and commandments, They learn
to speak and write the Mandrain language, which is the official language
of China, This is part of thelr training to be officers in their own
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provinces or counties, There are several modern schools and churches
in Chengtu City for their people., The Hohammedans do not increase as
rapidly as the Chinese and do not scatter amuch due to the limdtations
of thelr religlous commandments. There are sbout 200,000 followers of
Hohammedaniam in this province,

There is another tribe, called "Se~fan®, living in the higher
mountain region of the 16th Political District, This tribe ls semi-
civilized and in religious belief is Buddhist, as are the people of Tibet,
There are two large LAMA Schools with 4,500 Lama boys in lLee-fang and Songe
pan counties, These schools are Buddhist religious schools for the Se-fan
people, Bach family must send the eldest one of two or three sons to
enter the school to study Buddhism and Tibetain Literature as soon as
he is 6 years old, This boy does not return home to live with his
parents nor can he marry and have & family, Instead he becomes a Lama
in the schools or Buddhist Temple for life, A4 few of the more capable
Lama contimue thelr studies in order to have a chance to be a leader of
the Lama, These leaders have charge of certain affairs in the schools
or are appointed to go to the Tibetain Buddhist College by the loecal
schools, After this they may perhaps get another scholarship to go to
the Indla Buddhist College for further study of from three to slx years.
On return from India, the Lama becomes an instructor or member of the
local school board or Master in the school. Fven though the Lama do
not go back to their homes they receive one shere of the family property
at thelr parents'! death, Since the sen is thus serving Buddha as the
family representative, the brothers or sisters work hard to support
him in the school.
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411 of the other Se-fan who do not go to the lame school have no
chance to get an education. They become farm laborers or farm operators.
The Be~fan people drink milk, eat cheese and butter as is done in Americas,
but unsanitery conditions prevall, They drink tea every meal without
sugar, which is actually a litile butter and salt mixed together and
boiled, Thelr main food is wheat, oats, barley, buckwheat and some kinds
of beans., There have been some changes in the last 100 years such as
the growing of corn and Irish potatoes, which have been introduced to
this region by missionaries, They are always honest, peaceful, and loyal
to their leaders the Lama and governors, They pay a little tax to the
government. with graina, The population of the tribe has been decreasing
in last two amnturiéﬁ. At present there are about 118,000 Se~fan
people in Szechwan province,

There is another tribe called a0 (% ) who also live in the high
mountain areas of the 5th and 16th Political Districts, They have a
gentle character and & small physical body., They number about 14,000
persons in totel, Thelr language is Chinese, and they wear the same
type of clothing as the Chinese, but their level of living is lower.
They have no schools, hospitals, or Chinese drugs, A1l of these people
are farmers, Only a few of the Mao believe in Buddhism, They are very
simple, frugal, and sincere to one another, The population of this tribe
has been decreasing during the last several centuries, In an effort te
conserve thelr own cullure they live entirely in their own areas, The
a0 tribes have a larger population in the southern provinces of
Tan-fan, Kwel-Chou, Kwan~5i and Huh-Nan, where they have their own

langusge and literature,
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The smallest tribe in this province is called Kuo~lo, which is
savage, oruel and uncivilizeds The Kuo~lo live in the higher and colder
mountain regions of the 5th and l6th Political Distriets. Their religion
is very eclementary, and the cremation custom is practiced, They have no
Buddhist theories, such as rebribution or transmigration for the human
soul., In body structure, they are the largest and strongest of all the
tribes in Szechwan Province, But there is much fighting and killing
among them, They were driven back into the mountains by the Chinese
during the last generation. Today the Kuo-lo population is only about
14,000 in Szechwan, However, there is & larger musber of themin (e
lisi-kang, Yun-Nan and Ewie-Chou Provinces,

Figure 12 shows the approximate distribution in Szechwan Province

by counties of the four tribes discussed above,
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Age Dlstribution,~The age distribution of the selected areas
studied in Szechwan Province is apportioned among the age periods of
Jife according to a pattern which is generally characteristic of rural
life areas of China, There is an excess of children and youth, As
shown in table 12, of the 56,625 total population there are 33,300
persons, or 58.8 percent, under 20 years of age; and 16,911 persons,
or 29.8 percent, under 10 years of age. The stronger adults, ages 21
to 40, number 11,966 persons, or 21,1 percent, of the total population,
Less than 1 percent of the people are over 65 years old,

The population of Szechwan Province is said to be "bop heavy® with
young people, that is, there is a relatively large percentage in the
younger age groups. OSuch an age distribution, as shown in table 12 and
figure 14, is the cause of & number of problems, One of the first to
arise is that of family support, With the smaliler proportion in the
productive age group left to bear the burden of rearing the greater
proportion of children, the matter of support becomes very difficult.
The standerds of living must of necessity be low, In rural communities
this productive age group, which is the backbone of any group, is mich
too smell to support adequate sducational facilities,
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Table 12, Age Distribution of the Population in 3elected Areas of
Szechwan Province, China

Total
Hoe of Dersons lumber by age zroups
Year in area 5 and over

county studied under 6-10 11-15 16-20 21-30 31-4D 41-55 56-65 65

1 1931 7682 1029 1214, 1098 1048 922 752 8L, 776 30
19 1936 13444 2232 1721 16680 1922 1277 142 1520 1520 147
K7 1932 3579  6l6 602 5k6 k15 LOB 458 340 186 Lk
57 1932 6369 911 1045 834 1032 668 675 618 529 57
66 1930 7112 1171 113k 956 11k2 726 830 638 O78 1Al
73 1930 L4y 758 622 578 7L 498 K02 436 335 66
99 1933 7842 118, 1050 1318 1168 848 816 730 674 Sk
1, 1934 3780 499 552 650 578 423 36h 408 304 3

131 1933 _2008 §$g; 1 371 339 259 215 207 1 1
Total 5 00 8211 8031 8358 0029 5937 5675 5lAL 543

Hos of persons Percent by age groups

3140 L1=55 56-65 65

i 1931 7682 1344 15.8 1443 1346 12,0 9.8 10,5 10,1 o4
19 1936 13444 1646 12,8 12.5 1he3 9.5 106 11,3 11,3 1.1
47 1932 3579 17.2 16,8 15,3 116 1luh 12,8 8,5 5.2 1.2
57 1932 6369  1he2 1boh 1341 16,2 10.5 1046 9.7 8.3 LG
66 1930 712 1548 15.3 12.9 154 48 1l.2 B.6 %1 1.9
73 1930 4409  17.2 14.1 131 1642 11l.3 94l 949 T 1.5
99 1933 7842  15.1 13.4 16,8 149 10.8 104 9.3 8.6 7
114 1934 3780 13.2 1ha6 17.2 18,3 11.2 9.6 10.8 8,04 06
131 1933 2 123 12,85 17,6 16ad 12,3 10

Total :

10 Yed 10

o8 648 405
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Sex Distribution,-~The number of males and females in the selected
areas is shown in table 13, Out of a total population of 56,625 there
were 28,742, or 50,8 percent, males and 27,883, or 4§.2 percent, females,
Thus, males predominate by about l.6 percent, At the same time there
were three counties in which females predominate by 3.6 pereent in county
47, by percent in county 114, and 8.4 percent in county 131, The higher
proportion of famsles in these three areas is due to heavy migration of
males from areas of high altitude and poor soils, This uneven distrie-
bution is also sssociated with poor health and low education, A large
nupber of males in these areas leave their homes for jJobs in other
counties, Some men shorten the normal span of thelr life by having

to work very hard in order to support thelr families,

Table 13. 8Sex Distribution of the Populstion of Selected Areas

of Szechwan Province, China

Total
persons
Hos of in the Humber Percentage
Year seclected
gounty arens Hale Feuale Hale Female
1 1931 7682 3962 37 5146 Lo
19 1936 13444 6973 6471 519 LBuJ1
L7 1932 ‘ 8.2 51.8
57 1932 517 L3
66 1930 50,8 b9e2
13 1930 5345 LGW5
96 1933 5140 4940
o T
Total 50 «8 k 2&9 "
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Il beracys~-iany rural children live so far away from school that
they are unable to attend, since there are ne means of transportation
to bring them Lo the schools, However, there sre a few old type private
schools in the rural areas, but there are not emough for all, These
schools are also out of date, and the teachers do not have modern
training in new teaching ﬁﬁh&aﬁﬁ, 4o the children and thelr parents
can find little value in this kind of education. Table 14 shows that
of 10,915 chdldren of school age only 3,968, or 36.4 percent, were
attending school at the time of the study, and 6,947, or 63.6 percent
were not attending school, The majority of those attending were boys,
Girls do not have much chance to go to schools Before having completed
the lower primary school training, many children are taken out of school
by their parents who need them to help with the work on the farm, 6ften
whan they are yet quite young. Some parents are unable to buy for
their children the better clothes, shoes, and school equipment needed,
8o they do not put them into school,

Table 15 shows the number of persons unable to read or write in
the selected areas, The amounts of illiteraecy are as follows: §,384
persons, or 05,2 percent, of ages 16 to 30, B,205 persons, or 70,7
percent, of ages 31-L5, and 4,183 persons, or 73.6 percent, of ages
L6 years and over, This shows a higher percentage of illiteracy in
the ages of 46 years and over, than in the younger ages of 16-30,
These figures show that an inecreasing proportion of the younger people

are lesyndng to read and wriles
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48 table 16 indicatea, about one-fourth of the people in the
selected areas can read and write,Ofthese only about one-minth are
females, which means that the proportion of literate males to fenales
is about eipght to one,

One of the serious problems of rural Sgzechwan is its low rate of
literacy of females who play such an important role in the development |
of the next peneratlion, Fortunately, a great promotion of mase edu~
cation is under way in China in the last few years as a result of the
Sino-Japancse war, and should go & long way towards a more literate
Chinese people,

Table 14, Children of School Age of 5elected Areas of Igechwan
Province China, who are attending school and children of school age

who are not attending.

Nos of Total Children Fo. llos Percent Percent

Year ages in not in in not in
county persons __ 8-14 sehool school school  schoo
1 1931 7682 1586 967 619 6140 3940
19 1936  13hL4 2096 608 1488 2940 71.0
47 1932 357k 813 196 617 Ryl 7549
57 1932 6369 1309 828 481 63,3 3647
66 1930 Thl2 1461 3%0 1071 2647 733
73 1930 09 890 303 587 el 6549
96 1933 7842 1446 466 1030 31.1 68,9
1 1934 3740 a0y 185 624 2249 771

U5 At
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Table 15, Classification of Illiteracy to Different Ages in

Selected Areas of Szechwan Province by Speelal Studies,
Percentage

of i1 v wil , ,_Gges of illiteracy
: 31 - 55 56 = up 16 31 L6 :

Year Total I1lit~ Total Illit- Total Illit- to to and
gounty persons eracy persons eracy persons eracy 30 45 up

i 1931 1970 883 1566 772 806 543 4heB 4943 074k
19 1936 3199 2139 2945 2318 1667 1256 66.9 T84T TSk
L7 1932 @23 b2z 762 &05 230 167 7548 T9eh 7246
57 1932 1700 9Th 1293 757 586 369 57.3 51.5 63.0
66 1930 1868 1200 1468 G4Y 815 56k Ohe2 Ohal 69,2
73 1930 1212 711 838 532 GO 275 59.0 63.5 6B.6
96 1933 2016 1539 1546 1295 728 625 T6.3 83,8 85,9
14 1934 100L 739 772 566 ‘ 369 133 7945

07 2k
V1 1933 _ 5% 577 i22 & J 0 9bes  Sluk F7a2
Total 153 TG

Table 16, Classification of Literate Persons According to Age

Hioe of

in Selected Areas of Szechwan Province, 1930-1936

Total Literate Percent Humber of literate Percent of literate
persons persons literate lales Females lales  FVemales
56,625 13,879 2he 51 12,231 1,648 88.1 1l.9

Marriage Data.,~-During 1930-1936, a marriage study was made in
Sgechwan Provinee in selected areas of 23,412 married persons. Of these
12,075 were males and 11,895 females, The results of this study are
presented in table 17 and reveal seweral pertinent facts, In the {irst
plage, it shows that there are more girls marrying under 16 (11,5 percent)
than boys (L2 percent), At the same time the vast majority (66,5 percent)
of males are married at the ages of 1Y and over as compared with only
(39.1 percent) sbout one-third of the females, In the second place,

more men have married the sscond or more times (7.2 percent) than
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women (5,5 percent), This is due to the custom that & woman wails
longer than a man before remarrying. This period varies from one to
three years, After middle life is reached, the number of persons re-
marrying after the death of the mate is greater for men than women,

In cases of the death of the husband, women who are over 30 years of
age seldom remarry. In the third place, it shows that there is a
higher per cent of widows than widowers. This is true because fewer
females then males are married the second time, and it seems that the

life span of femsles is a little longer than that of males,

Table 17. Age at Marriage and Helative Humbers of Second Marriapes

and Widowers in Selected Areas of Szechwan Province, China

57 1932 2238 30 8o 2,1 he3 3603 51.6 0646 Lkl
66 1930 2806 1562 1254 hel 845 29,6 57,1 063 3hek
73 1930 1651 0L 750 53  Teh  3lekh 49,9 03,3 2.7
96 1933 3084, 1472 16)2 e 10,1 2945 L2 663 477
14 1934 1371 734 1215 3.7 113 324k 5lek 6349 373

131 1933 _8 . 2 2,8 61,8 75,1  23.8
. ‘13%%% 11%%%» Zel 2745

Total Led . Ge3d hYeh 0045 3.1
Poroont of
los of aeeand or nore Hmrcent of
gounty
i 1931
19 1936
L7 1932
57 1932
66 1930
73 1930 8.8 Ted L3 he%
96 1933 a7 3.6 L8 LT
134 1934 6e2 5.3 3.8 Leb
131 1933 ) 548 2.9

Total Tl 5u5 ‘ Lia2 15.8
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Arnother finding in this study was the low number of divorces,
which totaled about 10 for the selected areas, The infrequency of divorces
in Szechwan is due to the Chinese custom that only the husband cen apply
for 1t, and the constent effort by local leaders to maintain peace and
harmony among the families,

For the 23,410 merrisgesy there was also %ap@r%wd 1085 men with cone
cubines, This means that the husband has additional wives if the [irst
wife eonnuule,

Lo ~-According to census resords in China

h Bate and Death Ba

there have been significant changes in the natural gain rate of the popu~
lation, At the time of the census of 1730 the rate of nature incy
China was 15 per 1,000 persons., However, since 1800 it hac decreassed to
about only 5 per 1,000 persons.

Table 18 shows the “irth rate and death rete in the selected arcas
of 3zechwan Provinee, There were 2,800 births and 2,197 deaths over a
12~zonth period, In other words, there were 45,4 births per 1,000 of
population, and 20,8 deaths per 1,000 of populations This means that the
birth rate was 10,6 persons higher than the death rate, or a natural in-
erease rate of 10,6 in Szechwan Province, Counties 47 and 131 were found
to hove & much lower naburel gain rete than the average for all the
counties studlied, while county 1 hed & much higher rate than the other
sounties, This higher rste of natural increase in county 1 is probably
due to the better soils and better climate of that area which support a

more prosperous agriculture and & higher culture.
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Birth, Death, and Hatural Gain Hates of the

Populstion in Selected Areas of Spechwan Province, China

Ho., of Totel o, of Births Yo, of Deaths Total pain Nature
Tear popu~ per 1000 ner 1000 in births inerease
sounty lation births persons deaths persons over deaths rate A
1 1931 7,682 355 5642 230 29.9 125 1643
19 1936 13,444 789 5846 668 8.8 122 a8
L7 1932 3,579 116 32.4 G2 2547 23 646
57 1932 6,369 301 4T3 230 3642 71 1.l
66 1930 7,412 381 53y 251 3943 40 12,1
73 1930 4,409 232 5246 181 4140 51 11.5
36 1933 310 394 78 ¥
i§§ iggg RFAN 379 31 3.2
. . 13 5
Yotad 7L B S, S Y

on.~-The birth rete among Chinese women is high.

br, %, Crawford, of West China Union Universily, recently reported an average

of 8,1 births per woman in Szechwan province,

However, it is estimated that

a fourth to a third of all babies die before they reach ane year of age,

The birth rete is somewhat higher in rural then urban areas, This is

probably due to the younger age of marripge of rural girls snd to their

stronger ohysioue which results {rom ferm labor,

At the same time the

rate of infant mortality is also higher, for several reasons, In the

first place, most of the rural women are uneducated and have little

opporbunity to learn child sare.

In the second place, there are prag-

tieally vo hospitals, doctors, or nurses in rural areas, In the third

place, there is an utter lack of sanitation at the time of child birth,

especially with instruments used to cut the umbilical cords In the

fourth place, most families are too poor to provide clean clothes,

blankets or a comfortable bed for newly born babies,

Soap is very
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expensive and there are few families who can make soap at home,

In table 19, there is a summary of infant mortality data in the
selected areas of the study in 3zechwan, Of a total of 2,800 births
in the cases studied, 555 of the bables, or 17,8 percent, died before
reaching 3 months of age, 137, or 9.9 percent died between Lhe ages of
three and twelve months, This makes a total of 692 deaths, or a 24.7
percent infant mortality rate, In counties 47 and 131 the infant
mortality rate is highest, and is over 32 percent, This is due mainly
to the ecolder climate and poorer soils in these countles, which results

in poor health and lack of food and clothing.

Table 19« Infant Mortallity in Selscted Arcas of Ssechwan
Provioce, China

Ko, of deaths Percent of
e

W
Year Total Total Total gmﬁer o R S tal Under 3 §§%5 Total
count .. persons women births months mnntha deaths months months

1 1931 7,682 1,353 355 57 19 76 16,0 5.k 20k
19 1938 13,444 3,828 789 149 32 181 19,1 ked 23,2
71932 3,579 719 L6 1L 38 23,3 9.5 32,8
57 1532 6,369 e08 01 52 12 6 1T k0 23
66 1930 7,412 1,254 381 &) 17201 265 s 3O
22
:

o, of

73 1930 4,409 750 232 57 65 2hud 3.9 2845
96 1933 7,842 1,612 388 76 98 19,6 5.7 25.3
114 193 3,780 1,215 175 41 M7 236 3uh 2740

131 1933 8 63 12 9 21 190 k.3  33.3
Total %gﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ B85 1B B92 1948 8.5 2he?




62,
Section D
POPULATION I4 RELATION TO LARD

nente~-The form of setbtlenent of rural people in

Sgechwan province is in marked contrast with the village patterns of
settlement in the rural areas of North China, In Szechwan each farm
home is located among the fields worked by the family, end the type of
sottlenent is characterised by scattered or isolated farmsteads, The
homes of larmers are widely separated [rom one another, 7This makes
for close and constant contacts betwsen the members of the family, but
more distant relations with other farm families,

There are varying types of single farmsteads, I1If the density of
the population is low and the size of holdings is large, ithe houses
will be more dispersed than in areas of denser population and smaller
farms,

The culture and language of the first settlers who came from Canton,
Fuh~fien or Huh-peh provinces had a greal influence on the Lype of
settlement, Many rursl comamnities and market towns have been named
for one of the first sebtlers in that area, HNatural features and
topography of the land affected the location of homesteads, Szechwan
settlers preferred Lo build their howes in a valley at the bottom of
a alope or ridgey or on & river bank. OSiresus were {requently used
for boundary lines and as & source of water supply. This tends to
place sach larm howe near the center of the holdaings and more remote
from the mighwrs; |

There are some advantagee for eingle farmsteads. One is the
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saving in time to get to the farm fields for work each day. Another
is the convenlence for transporting animal manure to the farm and in
bringing crops home from the fields, as there are no highways for
driving carriages or cars, Third, since the farmers work by hand
nearly 12 months a year, they have an unbroken pattern of relationship
with the children and wives at home, Bt this type of settlement has
many serious disadvantages, Firet, the children have a long distance
te go to school. Second, in regard to schools, the thought that one's
famlly and one's self are too distant from the spot to derive any
material benefit is common in scattered homesteads, Third, the family
is cut off from daily and social intercourse¢  and becomes more self-
centered, ‘The mind and manners are more rough, forbidding, groes,
saiitsry or universally disagresable,

liowever, lack of social intercourse is partially offset in rurel
Sezechwan Province where farm homes are large enough for two to four
or sometimes six families, Living together like this is s Chinese
custom, The richer people like to bulld large houses so that when
their children marry they can use a part of the home for thelir own
family.
sione=--About 1100 B.Cs Chinese farmers gave

matual aid in cultivating public fields, which served as a means of
paying taxes to the government, The system of land division was laid
down by the government with one publiec field for eight families, All
of the boundary liaﬁs-wera defined with squeres, sinee the division

of the land into squares made for eguality., A square Li covers nine
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squares of land, which nlue squares contaln gine hundred mow (one mow =
1/5 acre), The central square was the public field, Adjoining this were
eight private fields, one for each family which in combination worked the
public field for the government, Not untll the public work was finished
oould the famillies attend to their private affairs.

This old system of land divislon was changed after 255 B,(., and
three systems of land divisions are now used, Hach of the syslems iz
usad in different sections depending on natural geographic features,
sach as hills, mountains, slopes, rivers, and plains,

The first system of indlescriminate location of boundaries has a
wide wse on about 80 percent of all farms, It is the resull of two
ideas, ™me is Lhe Clilnese custom that the parents glve a share of the
property to sach child, Thus the farm is cul into smaller pleces making
many boundaries, Soil and topographic conditlons are carefully con-
sidered so that the land is divided into equal parts or shares, Another
reason for indiscriminaete location ls that &ll of the rice flelds have
ridges bullt up around them to keep water for rice growing., This illus~
trates how one small farm mey be many small plots and cub by ridges,
which depend on conditions of slope, The type of boundaries sometimes
depends on the land slopes between adjoining properties,

In the second system boundary lines are wore stable and more clearly
defined, In this type it is customsry to put in the land contracts a
description of the boundariesz as the middle of the river, strean,
channel, ponds, or private read, Although this is & better system, it

is in use on only sbout 15 percent of the land.
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A third system is rectangular division, but this method is used in
only & few sections of Ssechwan Province in Chengtu Plain. and some areas
of level land near the river,

Fach farmer, when buylng land, selects the land that betier suits
him, sesdts himself upon it, and sebs forth the limits of his claim with
trees, stones, creeks, or other natural phenomena, A few farmers on
rich soll or in densely populsted regions mark their boundaries with stone
posts, This post is square in shape and projects five to eight inches
above the surface of the ground, Some richer farmers have carved their
family name on thie stone post. In poor soil regions or cheaper land
areas the boundaries are explained in the title deeds with such descrip-
tion as east of "A Plots", field adjoins the land of Mr, B, through the
slope to touch ifr, C's boundaries, and so forth, When someone buys a
new farm in a community, he must ask the local leaders and the owners
of the farms adjoining his land and together they go over all boundaries
in order to locate and identify them to the satisfaction of all parties,

pldinge~~In Swechwan Province the average density of
population is over 168 persons per square mile of land, The nuber of
occupants per farm varies greatly with the usual condition of more on
the larger farms, The family system is in existence throughout Sgzechwan,
and oceupants will asually include some of two or three generations.
Sometines several brothers with thelr wives and children will live on
one farm snd in combination work the same farm., This is usually
called the "Chinese large family system", In some instances there are

four to six men living on one farm, However, Lhe larger family
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generally results in a number of small farm holdings, each a family
farm in itself,

Historically in Chins, there was a standard for those who tilled
the fields, Each husbandman received 100 mow, or about 18 English acres.
It was assumed that when 100 mow were well manned, the best husbandmen
of the highest class could support nine persons, and those ranking next
to them could support elght., In theory the best husbandmen of the second
¢lass could support seven persons, and those ranking next to them could
. support six; while husbandmen of the lowest class could support only
five, 'Two thousand years apgo, therefore, no Chinese farmer had less
than 100 mow or 18 acres.

Niow the density oi population is much higher and the size of
holding is smaller, Table 7 shows that about &0 percent of all
families have more than five persons per family. The Chinese govern-
ment census reported in 1934 that the average sisze of farm holuing was
only 20,8 wow, or about 3.5 acres, However, Szechwan farmers grow two
or three crops & year in the long growing season of nearly 1l months,
But they do not have any tractors, trucks or other modern machinery
or other time-saving equipment as have farmers in the United States,

A8 a watter of faet, farmers throughout the whole of China are using
primitive equipment and the same methiods that have been used for
thousands ol years,.

In the poor soll regions, the larmers! wives work almost equally
with the men, and children too have a share in the farm work, loelng,
harvesting, and watering of young plants are the duties of women and

c¢hildren, while cultivating, harrowing, and rice planting fall to the
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mene Marketing, which involves soclal contacts and ocecasional relaxatlion,
is also a special privilege of the men,

Bach farm contains two c¢lasses of [lelds, One group is known as
irice or water {ields®, meaning that the fleld's boundaries are made of
ridpes or banks desipned to hold the water in the {ield for the pro-
duction of rice, The other group is called "land or dry filelds", from
which are harvested two crops a year, These may be barley, corn, cotton,
wheat, or peas, HRice is such & dominant erop that the neople eal too
muaeh rice staveh, This affects the size of thelr hodies, Thus inhabl-
tants in Ssechwan provinee are smaller in aslse than the pevple of Horth
{hine where foods made from wheat and wiheat flour are the main clements
in the diet. The ehlel cause for this condition is the swall size of
holding per farm, which prevenbts the Szechwen farmer from growing a
very large number of different crops.

logses ~arm land is the one stable investment in

China, Hany people of the cities, euch as politieal leaders, doctors,
and teachers, buy land as an lnvestment elther for thelr c¢hildren or
for thelr own perded of relirement,

In the richer reglons of good soll and better lrrigation, farm
land values are reladively highs

Prom the point of view of land tenure, there are three general
slassos: owners, renters, and part-owners, Ia 1933 as a result of
& study of 46 counties, Lhe Szechwan Provineial Agricultural Bureaw
issued a report on land tenure c¢lasses which revealsd that among

farmers, 22 percent were owners, 59 percent were renters, and
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19 percent were part-owners, Table 20 contains a sumssry of the
information on temre classee obtained from our gpecial studlies,

1330=1936,

Table 20, Distribution of Farms by Tenure Classes in
Selected Areas of line Countles, Szechwan Province, China

fios of Hoe of Parcent
Year Density

county farms Owmers Renters  Part-ownersg
1931 1600 11175 b 48 10
19 1936 2400 261.0 5k 38 8
v 1932 700 102.0 bl 26 10
57 1932 1200 10545 68 20 iz
66 1930 1300 23440 50 4 15
73 1930 00 338.1 46 L5 9
96 1933 1400 180.0 Y 29 2
31 1933 500 o Th 2h 2

I: is apparent from this table that there is a higher percent
of tenaancy in counties 1, 1%, 60, and 73 where the density of popu=-
lation is greatest., In China, the more productive lands are penerally
the most densely populated, At the same time, welleto-do folk who
wish to invest money in laad usually buy it in the more productive
areas, Thus a high proportion of the land in demsely populated
regions is owned by people of the cities; political leaders, pro-
fesslonals and other ménwmie:imm. In many cases, farm rent is
the chief support of a family living in the eity. Although rents
are high, the tenanis do not pay texes, since these are borne by

the owmers, Renbts are ususlly charpged at the rate of about 10 percent
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of the value of capital invested in the land., In cases of special
governmental taxes, there is an advantage in belng & tenant,

There are Lhree Lypes of tenants, koney rentérs, share tenants,
znd those who pay a specified amount in crops of clther rice, corn, or
wheats In general, sll rents must be pald in the fall during the
harvesting season, Share teaants usually receive 60 to 70 percent of
hha erops; provide thelr own aseed, equipment, elc,.) and keep up the
buildings on Lhe ferm, Those who pay a ¢ertain amount may pay 30
bushels out of each 100 bushels of rice or out of the total yield,

The amount paid as rent depends upon the agreement uade in advance,

Soclal Activitles.--The market-towns are the rurel community
ceuters of Sgechwan, In the narket-town, oubt of every 10 days 3 to §
are markel days, The farmers buy and sell all kinds ¢f farm products,
farm equipment and housechold needs, MNarketing asctivities require 3 to 4
hours ¢aly, then the people zo te the nearby tea-siops to rest, talk,
and read the pabpers with their company., A market-~town that is the center
for 3,000 families will have 10 to 20 tea-shops, and each tes-shop may
egontain 30 te 100 perscns on market day., These shops are furnished
with 3 to 12 sguare tables and chairs or benches, The people sit
around the tables and drink tea, and pay 2 to 5 cenis for a period of
one or two hours. The tes~shops provide the beat opportunity in
raral aress for social interecourse, Ii is o custom where you go to
the tea~shop lor o friend to provide you some tea, You reciprocate
by iaviting to Lea someone who came laler.

There are some social ackivities with one's famlly, aeighbors and
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relatives, such as weddings, birthday celebrations for old people,
and funeral rites, The host is prepared to serve 100 to 500 pecople at one
of these events, The puests come dressed ln thelr %est and bring gifts
for the hozt,

There are a nusber of different social orgenizations besed on
Buddhist religious rites, ¥Fach has meetings for worship one or two days
avery year, They have 2 temple in the merket-towms*and gsome furm land in
the country which 1s used ar a souree of yearly aupport. The mpain purpose
is to help the poor and support orphans and aged poople, 3ometimes these
organizations present free stage plays in thelr tomples for the peneral
publie that extend from three to ten days, . |

There are asome othor soclal activities based on agriculture, such
as [lower shows, seed falre, pigeon clubs, and irrigation clubue
Prequently, several communities or eounties Joln in evenis of this kind,
A1l of the social organizations have been weak and lnsastive Jduring the
last centurys In the last three years the MNow Life lNovement Couneil
has Leen promoting scbivities and erganisseiions in the rurel communities,
Jorme of these are child welfare, home economivs, ol publie hewlth

elinics, young farmers' clubs, and evening schools,
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Section E
THE PROVINCE OF THE FUTURE

The most hopeful factor in all 3zechwan Province is the 45 million
people who have not yet been touched in the lagging development of the
provinee, However, her chief exports to foreign countries are valued
at forty million dollars a year. The abundant products of tung-oil,
raw silk, wool, bristles, rabbits skin, goat skin, hides, linen,
gallnut (for colering),medical plants, and others are the most important
export items, Exports to the world will be much greater when the po-
tential wineral wealth is more systematically worked and the 20 million
acres of cultivable land, now uncultivated, is utiligzed through scien-
tific farming, |

The present sgricultural improvement program of the Szechwan Pro-
vincial Government consists of the following projects: first, to work
out a system of agricultural extension on a county unit basis with the
expectation of its adoption by the national government} second, to
train a group of local leaders for improvement of agriculture through
short courses; third, to operate an experimental farm for testing and
propagating improved seed verieties for extension worky fourth, to
experiment with methods of frult storage and control methods for di-
seases and insect pests of local plants; fifth, to provide facilities
for the training of research personnel in the fleld of aecriculture.
Although these projects were started in 1938, they have produced good

resulte with the farmers of the provinece.
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Before the Sino-Japanese war affected Szechwan, there was only
about 1,000 miles of improved highways in the province, and travel
during the ralny season was practically impossible, But at the present
time tharé are over 3,000 miles of improved roads (See figure 14).
Several highways were bullt by the farmers, In the northern part of
the province there is the 500 mile Szechwan-Shansi highway, leading
from Chengtu, capital of Szechwan, to Pasochi, western Shansi's indds-
trial center, Another northern route is the Szechwan-Kansu hizghway of
650 miles connecting Chengtu and Lanchow, capital of Kansu Province,

In the southern part of the province there is the Szechwan~Ewiechow
highway between Chungking and Kwie-yang, capital of Kwiechow Province,
The Sgechwan Yannan Railway will be completed by the spring of 1941,
In the west is the Sgechwan~-Sikeng highway which connects with Chengtu.
At the present time, J¢echwan airports are much more in use than those
of any other province in China, There are several rallroad lines
planned, It is difficult to get steel and machines f{rom other coun-
tries in war time; however, these railroads should be completed
shortly a{tcr the war, All of the roads need further development so
that transportation of imports and exports of farm products will be
facilitated,

The Sino-Japanese war has undoubtedly helped to give the Szechwan
farmers a new idea and deeper sense of the basic and pressing importance
of rural reconstruction education, The maps education movement, organized
as a national association in 1937, arose in recognition of the problems

inherent in this situation of & vast, neglected population, Its
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purpose has been to explore the potentialities of the rural masses
to find a way of drawing out the best and the deepest in the people,
The mass education movement started with a literacy program in co-
operation with the government and with college students, Hural
awakening is baslc and dynamie, With sclentific technigues and
competent leadership, it will meet the needs of China today and lay
the foundation for the China of tomorrow,
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Section F

SUMMARY

This study was made of 10,900 families comprising 56,0625 people
in selected areas of nine counties of Sgechwan Province, China. It
#ives a picture of each area which is typical of the major portions
of the province, There is much land in the vast areas of Szechwan;
however, up to the present time no systematic study of the population
has been made, The following problems appear as & result of this study.

1. The people living in the mountain regions have not yet been
touched by modern culture and in both numbers and birth rates show de-
ereasing trends. Oome countles in the province are over crowded in
proportion to the fertility of the soil. Emigration from these thickly
populated arcas seems to be the most practical suggestion, since there
are sparsely settled regions in the northwestern and southwestern
counties,

2+ The age distribution of the Szechwan population is unbalanced
with 2 high percent of children and a low percent of old people. This
is due partly to the relatively short life span of the people, The
government has not yet provided any welfare or public health service
in rurel areas,

3+ The distribubion of sexes is well balanced except in the
mountain regions where females outnumber the males, In general, the
level of living on the mountain farms is very low, 8o it is a natural
consequence for men to migrate from these regions to find jobs else~

where,
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Le Although this study indicates a slight decrease in illiteracy,
the majority of our people have practically no chance to get school
training, OSchools are far from home and there is no means of trans-
portation provided for the children, In addition many mothers keep
thelr daughters at home to look after the young children and other
household duties,

5« From the marriage data, it has been found that nearly 10 percent
of the women and 5 percent of the young men marry under 15 years of age,
Hany of these premature marriages result in poor health for one or more
members of the family. They are also a cause for the high proportion
of second and third marriages,

6« Health is an important consideration in the standard of living.
Poor health, sickness, ete,, prevent aceumilation of resources and
rapidly consume the surplus income, This study indicates that death
rates in the selected areas are high, especially in the mountain regions,
All counties of the province have an insufficient number of doctors,
nurses, and hospitals, The death rate of infants is very high and a
serious vroblem,

7« In addition to the major problems outlined above, there are
other elements in the structure of Szechwan Province that need attention,
There are far too few highways within the provinee or its counties and
between its cities and Lowns, Farmers have practically no opportunity
to transport farm products from one town to another, The high percent
of tenaney in the province must also be considered, High rents in

the cash-crop areas result in & low level of living, Another aspect
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of the agriculture situation which is of great importance to the people
is organization activities, There is a prevaillng disinterest on the
part of the farmers of Szechwan to affiliate themselves with organi-
zations of a social and cooperative type. It is usually true that the
existence of organizations is a mark of an advanced rural community
spirit and group life,

The advent of the Sino-Japanese war has awakened a desp and far-
reaching interest in the problems of rural China, In order to organize
its people to deal with the invader, the National Government has
sponsored four agencles which in only three or four years have pro-
duced significant results, Thess agencies are: (1) The New Life Move-
ment, (2) The Chinese Youth Corps, (3) Rural Reconstruction, and
(%) Mass Bducation., With these China should go forward]
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