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I. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COUNTY

Southampton County, Virgiaia, joins North Carvlina on the south
and southeast, Nansemond and Isle of Wight counties on the cast and
northeast, Surry om the north, Suseex on the morthwest and Creemeville
on the west. It is in the upper Tidewater ares and the elevation
ranges from ses level to 300 feet.

Ninety-nine per cent of the soils in Southampton County are of a
deep phase nature. Very few of our seils have clay near the
&u&nﬂomoln“”dnﬂyol.“
Thase soils leech badly. It Lis necessary that we add nit
potash to get the best crop yields. We camot
of lime because of the solls being light and
matter as might be desirzed. Our eo u'bn.—lu
fertiliser. The soils are of a light warm nature
fortiliser is applied to & crop, vesults
types of soll ave in & wotation that inel
beans. A sall acreage of cotton might be included
in some sections of the county; however,
situstion. The heavier type solils such
are generally planted to pasture or to

Sixty-ome per ceant of Southamptom's land
forestry is wot practiced om all the wedland,
is laproving rapidiy. Twenty-eight per cemt of
cultivation. Approximstely 30 per cent of the culti
voted to the production of peanuts, which is the count
ey cvop. Thirty-eight per ceant is deveted to
nearly all of which is fod to livestock; 5 per cent to the
of cotton, 10 per cent to pasture and the
duction of soybeans, graia sh
home use. fhochtll'ueﬂo!mw
highways, railroads, rivers and ssall streams.

Southampton is predominately rural, though omnly sbout
of the total population is engaged in famming. The other
is employed by forest products industries, peanut milling and other
ladustries.

The sisze of our farme varies from a very small screage wp to 600
or 700 acros. The ssmller farms are often worked by pecple engaged in
other lines of employment.
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1.
2.
3.
A

3.
6.

Goal: By 1960, we saticipate having a production of 62 bushels per
acre and for 1958, 60 bushels per acve. For 1958, we axpect to e~
phasiza:

1. Adequate fertiliser; 1200 pounds high snalysis fertiliser pwe-
mpcmumdnmnlolmp“olm When
preceding a crop oth 800 ds of high analy-
mbnlu.urvuhobnlallﬂ'—holluu-.

2. Proper cultivation.

3. 10,000 plants per acre of full season corn, 14,000 to 16,000
plants for sarly comn.

Weed comtrol.
Discontinue planting soybeans in corn to be harvested for grain
and especially where peanuts will be planted the following year.

Methods: To accomplish our 1958 goals, we anticipate stressing:
Getting more soll samples and getting them properly.

Resulis: Mm!.ﬂ‘!umo!.n.uhthuwt—w
soil bank program. Bven with this reduction,
“-nhuqmmlm.nhna—dm
acreage. PFertiliser was plentiful and farmers used amounts more in
mmnmmmu-my. The rainfall was

ly, & cxop much greatsr than our 1960 goal. u
u-xmuh-rdﬂul“h“oﬂd‘.

Cultivating the crop has not been & problem. With the rainfall
and proper fertilization, the crop grew vapidly. Little cultivation
was needed.

The plants
son for this was
fewer plants, & short water supply would go further.
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Problem: Southampton County is the largest peanut productive
county in Virginis and in the United States. Nowever, our yleld
per acre is sot the highest in the state.

i.

2.
3.

4.
3.
6.
7.

8.
9.

Goal:

i.
2.

We are mot, in every lastance, uwsing the best varieties for
the particular soil,
We are not using proper crop mntstiom.
We do mot always use the rvight anslysis or the right smount
of fertiliser,
t use cover crupe to the axtent we should.
as eoffective as it should be.

Methods: To sccomplish our 1958 goals, we will recommend the

i.
2.
3.
b,
5.

9.
10.

Right analysis and right ssount of fertiliser on soil sample

spacing in both row and drill, 4 inches on 34 to 36

inch rowse
Send peanut letter to meiling list
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We had no trouble getting peasuts planted thick. We suggested
four iaches on 34 to 36 inch rows. Many planted two to four inches.
We think this is too many plants per acre on most seils.

We sent a letter to all pesnut growers in the county, giviag

experiment station vesults as they apply to peasut productiom. It
caused much interest and famers came io to discuse bow thelr owm

r we have thirty-four varieties.
looks interesting., Uy dodng this, we expect
peanuts that Lis best suited to eur soils.
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maturity. Much of the 1957 crop was har d ia J y and Feb-
ruary of 1958, because of bad weather vhen the crop should heave besn
harvested. Very few of the beans were lost.

This situation couvinced farmers they should plant the Lee bean.
The problem of the right variety wes esrsily taken care of.

Our soil semple reports indicate! that we should use 500 pounds
of 2-12-12 fertiliser. In addition to meking the proper recommends~
tions, on soll seample reports, we wrote Cwo news items for two papers
and made ove radio broadcast, meking 500 pounds of 2-12-12 a genaxal
gvide. Our suggestions were followed on seven out of ten fanms.

Insects did not do too much damage this year. We wrote nows
items, made radio talks and many personal calls in an effort to head
off any insect damage. We koow that where started, our
recomsendat lons were followed and the ravages reduced or etopped en-
tively. Seod was plentiful and
was in keeping with our advice.

Seventy acres of this

are sot too woody, it has good fol

fruits to the top of the plant.

ing. Before advising fammers to use this variety instead of Les, we
must see how it resists winter weather and lends itself

vesting. We think yilelds of the Nood

baan, but the quantity d is what




4. corToM

Problem: Some of our problems in cottom production are unique;
possibly the greatest problem is the small screage allotment.
However, we do not always:

L. Use the right amount of properly balanced fertiliser.

2. Often we do not space the plants properly.

3. Our insect control methods are not as efficient as they
should be.

4. Our harvesting and selling methods are unusual and not in
accordance with the better practices. The crop is generally
sold “"Lo the seed” and ot glaned as it should be.

One bale per acre in 1960, Por 1958, our goal is one bale
per acre.
600 pounds of a high analysis fertiliser plus 200 pounds of
& L4~0-14 or its equivalent side-dresser.

3. Endeavor to control boll weevils by dusting or spraying with
recommended insecticides, tomaphene or aldrin-DDT.

4. Plants should be left 4 inches in row,

Methods: To sccomplish these goals, we will use our usual publicity
chamnels, soll sempling, proper fertiliser recommendations and work
with supply dealers such as fertiliser and seed men.

Besults: Cottom is becoming less important as & crop in Southamp-

ton County. Only & few years age, it was one of the primary money crops.
Today, the acreage is reduced well below 40 per cent of what it

was 25 years ago and much of the cotton allotted to Southampton

County in 1958 has been put in the soil bank acreage reserve pro-

gram.

Our activity in the cotton program in Southampton County, has
been to maintain & one-variety crep. We plant sbout 99 per cent of
our cvop in Coker's 100 wilt resistant, and we have had & very
satisfactory yleld and disesse-free crop from this w .
worked with the Southemptom County,Virginia Cotton Producers
tion in making it possible for producers to have thelir cot
classed, and stored. Quite & lLarge mmber of farmers have
vantage of this opportunity to know what the cottom is worth before
it is sold snd have profited thereby.

Another flield of activity has been in fertilisation.
mumber of soll senples ware brought ia for snalysis and we
mendations according to the findings of these tests. Seneral
ing, our fertiliser recommendations, depending om the organic
ia the soil, were either 600 pounds of 5-10-10 fertiliser with
40 pounds of nitrogen and potash applied as & side-dresser, vhen
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of pasture for the

clipping.
the right amount of the proper analysis

make the applications of fertiliser at

m
|
|

m
;
|
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The seed mixture is often mot the mixture suited to the land

where it is used.
Time of seeding should be in the early autumm, preferably to

spring

Our goal for 1958 is also an adeguats sso-mt of jesture for

Insect contrel Ls aot properly practiced.
the lLivestock omn

Our goal for 1960 is sn adequa

livestock on hand,

|
mw_ mr ,_m

continue, wo must overcome the following prublems:

- PASTURE
Problea:
is loncreasing whem

3.
4.
5.

Goal :
1.
2.




6. ODNER CROPS

a. Mileo
Mile or Grain Sorgiuss, like soybeans, follows amall grain
that has replaced corn.

In 1957 some of the mile nprthpMMuuo‘lm
plants. Some of these plant stock od by the State
mru-xazmcum-d.mwu;m We koow we
cane near having an iafection by this pest, but by constant work
wa think all these plants have been destroyed. For this reason
we did not promote planting Milo this ysar, though the acreage
of 1957 bhas bean matched and much of the crop is open pollinated.
Ve have not seen one hill of the Johnson grase-like plants in the
crop this year, th fore, we this crop to become wore
wzmunuom“matgmm-yum

Birds, corn ear and similiar worms are severs on this crop.

In cooperation with the Tidewater Ressarch Station we planted
a hybrid variety test. On September L8th., we took 47 farmers on
a tour and thay were very interssted ia the characteristics of the
various varieties. Many of them selected a varisty they wish to
plant in 1959, Next year will see a greater screage planted. Ve
have 13 varisties in our test.

b. Natommelons

Watemmelons, in Southamwpton County, have bean produced om a
snall screage for meny years. In 1956 and prior years 400 to
600 acres have been planted and sold with varying degrees of suc-
cess. In 1956, watemelons sold exceptionally weall. Anyone with
quality melons could sall them and make a very good profit om
thelr operation. In 1957, wetermslons wers cheap; selling for a
suall price, but theve wes a big crop and all of them sold. Any
melon weighing L2 pounds and up could be sold and the price was
in accordance with the waight of the melon. Every grower made
money. The 1957 acreage had increased to 900 acres. Another
aresa had come into the production of melons and they had added
400 scres to the total acreage for the county.

In 1958, we assisted farmers to get seed in quantity. Ve
were surprised at the seed purchased. We made fertiliser recom-
mendations, and talked with farmers about fomming an organization
in an affort to sell watermmlons operatively. W s thay did
not encourage pursuing this idea, s0 we 4id not attempt to form
an organization, but when the melons were planted, we determined
that there were 2,400 to 2,600 acres planted. This, we understand,
exceeds the acreage in any other watermelon producing county in
the state, and as was the case in 1957, watenmsions were not high-
priced, but any melon would sell.




With several farmers producing
the acreage locreased more than was
nity was referved to locally as the
proximately 1,500 acves of
mediate area and were shipped to >
stand, to some South American countries.
freight carloads and trucks ia grent mmbers.

The variety of watermslons has changed from Congo to the
Charleston Cray to a very grest extent., Some psople are still
producing Congo and they sell exceptionally well om some markets.
Fowever, most of the melons sow produced are Charleston Cray and
are accepted on a majority of the markets. Charleston Cray seems
to ship better. They beve less inside hollow and ave accapted by
the trade ia preference to Comgo, gensrally.

e. Small Grain
The acreage of small graia in Southempton County is Lacreas-
ing ia porportion to thet of soybeans and for Che same reason.

Corn belng taken out of production, muall grain bas been
planted in the early sutuwm for harvest the following spring,
then followed with soybeans or milo. This is true of all of owr
saall grains: rye, oats, barley and particularly wheat. We think
these increases are justifiable and that these crops can very
economically be used Lo production of swine, as wall «s other
types of livestock.

Rye bas incressed the lesst of any small grain in the county,
even though there are some farmers who are harvesting rye for sale,
quite & large mmber harvest rye to plant the following sutun as
& winter crop on their own faxms. The yield of xrye is ot out-

; sround 24 busiels is the svexage yileld of rye. Ve be-
lieve this yield can be locressed so that rye will possibly be-
come & crop to be grown for sele in the sear future, however, for
the time belag, rye is ot grown commeccislly to any grest extent.

The acreage of cats and the yleld lws increased many fold ia
the lLast fow years. Acreage is thres Cloes wiat it was five years
ago and the yield, while wot incressing to auy grest extent, has
hald it's own even on land less suited to ocsts than that planted
prior to five years back. The yield of cats runs from 60 to 80
bushels generaily, and tie crop is ground and prepared to ureed-
ing swine and to cattle on the full feed.

Barley is harvested and cracked for cattle and swine, though
much barley is left in the fisld to be hoged-off by the swine or
other animals. Generally where this practice is carried ou,
Lespedeza is seadad in the barley ia Pebruary or March. By the
time the barley is harvested, it has galoed a good growth, and
provides a very outstanding pesture for swine, beef cattle and
sueap.




Even though there is acreage control on wheafl, this crop has
increased more than any other of the small grain crops planted
in Southampton County. Nearly as many people plant wheat as all
the other small grain crops put to gethexr. We find that wheat
is not the best grain for livestock, though good ylelde ave ob-
tained and farmers believe that wheat has a future in the county.
Lf acreage controls are removed, we anticipate seeing quite a
lLarge acreage on many fazms. Until that time 15 scres or the
quata for the famm, whichever is greater, will be maintained.

We think thet saall grain has & plece in our famming program
> ; + Commty. Ve think that the crop of smil graine
to grow It is generally agreed that we have
moisture to meke & grain crop in the winter time, but often
is is not true in the pumer., C q ly, & are dis-
comtinuing or curtailing corn acreage and putting in ssall grain
to be followed with soybesns or wilo; two crups on the same acreage

about the cost of comm.




LIVESTOCK

Southampton County de move 11 ck than wve have ever pro-
duced. This is particulariy true of beaf cattlie and sheep.

Our cattle mumb ware 4 ing satisfactorily watil five
yoars ago vhen extrvemely dry weather set ia, This dry condition
has continued each year and livestock mumbers have continued to de-
cline. We will reverse this trend, however, when feed, pasture,
and grain are svailable.

1. SNDw

Prpblam: In Southampton County, the mumber of swine is generally
considered ample, both for 1958 and for 1960.

Our problem in this crop is that:

The mmber of pigs saved per litter is too small.

Parasite infestation is severe.

Diseases are prevaleamt.

We do not have a plamned breeding program.

Proper selection of breeding stock is not properly practiced.
Need to sell some swine as feeder pigs.

Improve farrowing facilities and seave move pigs per litter,
Practice better sanitation.

Practice better disease comtrol.

Breed so that hogs will be marketed at & desizable period.
Select better quality breeding stock.

Work toward organizing & feeder pig sale.

: To save move pigs per lLitter, we will promste construct-
ing pens for farvowing purposes. These pens will be equipped with
puard vaile acd ultza-violet lesps. We will sttempt to get farmers
to give more attention to sows when farvowing snd the pigs lmmedi-
ately after farvowing.

We will recommend thet ac-‘tatiem be u-luh.‘ nw rota-
tional grazing, clemse sows and pens befo £
feeding places.




In selecting better breeding steck, we will leck for the loug
deap-bodied animals.

We will work with Agricultural Committes of the Franklia Cham-

an effort to sell 6,000 to 8,000 fesdar pigs per year from the ares.

To accomplish the above, we will contact £ through demon
strations, bog sales, news articles and letters.

Besults: To save wore pigs per litter, we have written a letter to
our mailing list and letters answering loquiries fvom individual far-
mars. We have writtem five news articles on this subject and made
three vadio talks. On Pebruary 27th,., wo bald & mecting vhere 79 far-
heard Role Gedsay, Extension Swine Specialist, outline proper
Ia s with the aid of Lantern slides, Mr.
the advantagee of farrowling houses and sanitation.

In an effort to lmprove swine sanitation, we are fol
Godeay's suggestion of Pebruary 27. We
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organization was perf d. Tem di and officers were elected.
Committees were appointed.

A building committee has resrranged and added to an old 4-H
livestock building, new pens and other facilities, meking, we think,
the most modarn and efficient bullding of its kind ia Virginia. We
can pen and sell 2,000 feeder pigs per sale.

Our screening committee secuvred 510 pigs for our firet sale
held October 22nd. PFour hundred of these pigs were consigned from
Southampton County. The pige from 30 to & pounds sold for an ever-
age of § . per head and those over 60 pounds sold for § -~ .,
per hundred weight.

Feeder pig sales in 1959 will be conducted in January, April,
July, and October. We slso expect to have seven sales of breeding
stock, lawb sales, 4-H and FFA shows and sales in this pavilion. We
think our plamning and hard work will result in emcellent financial
returns to our swine breeders and provide feeder pigs of the highest
quality to feeders in Virginis and adjoining ststes. The building
will be a commmity asset, meking possible many sctivities that be-
fore now could not be realised.




2. MO CATDLE

Problem: Southsmpton County has wonderful grasing opportunities.
We can graze beef animals eleven months per year. We have cover
crops for winter grasing and can have some grazing even during
the dry sumer months.

Only & fow farmers have beef animals. We believe that every
fam of twenty acres or more should have from two animals upwards.
Ve feel that steers are our best crop, rather than a cow herd. We
think that our farme are too smll to support an ecomomical breed-
ing interprise.

We algo have in our problem Llnsdequate markets, insufficient
fences on the farm. We & mot know wor do we practice to the ex-
tent of our konowledge, proper feeding. Parasite comtrol must also
be givem coneideratiom.

Goal:
L. Our goal for 1960 is 5,000 steexs.
2. Our goal for 1958 is 3,600 steers.

Msthods: To accomplish the above goal, we must convince farmers
that they have an opportunity to produce a few animals at little
cost. We must encourage additiomsl pasture, some additional win-
ter cover. We think our feeding problem will be overcome with am-
ple rain to produce pasture and grain.

Our markets will locrease with the mmber of cattle, femcing
can be comstructed almost for the cost of the materials. We will
conduct tours and dewnstrate fence comstruction, proper fecllug
and parasite comtrol.

Besults: We have not tried to incresse the mumber of beef cattle
in the county. Ve have tried to get more feed produced for a cat-
tle increase in the future. From what we can determine, feeder
cattle members will be greater next year. We advise feeders to
got their feed first. We did not have bamn feed or pastures this
year.

We attempted to izse a Beaf Cattle Improvement Association,
though only two herd owners came in. We expect others to become
cooperators in 1959, and succeeding years.

We assisted with the Petersburg Peeder Calf Sale wvhere 750
animals were graded and sold.




to do shearing.
rhkating, of both Lambs and wool.

to duct demao 4 on p ite comtrol,
the adw gt of worming thelr sheep at
least twice a year and keaping phenathyzine salt before them con-
stantly.

To overcome our dog hasard, we koow of nothing to do other than
to advise farmers concerniang the right in protecting their sheep with
guns.

We anticipate having custom shearing dome and promote with
county agents in this area and VPI specialists a sufficient mmber
of Lawb pools to disposs of the Lambs ot & reasonable price. We
will also conduct a wool poel.

We will hold one castrating and docking demonstration and assist
and advise others when necessary.

Results: In an affort to produce better lLambe, we conducted three
demonstrations. Georyge Allen, Extension Sheep Specialist, cooper-
ated Lo sach. One was to show proper docking and castrating swo-
cedures. We also discussed tresting for worms and foot carc at
this meeting. Twenty-nioe people attended and actually participated
in the exercises. Ooe told us he Learned more sbout sheep in

two hours than he had lLearned in two years a8 & flock owner.

We cooperated with other agents in
lamb sales. We hope that in the
our new lLivestock sales barn on days designated
year we had to have our sales at a 1&
date. We had several wndred Lambe ot sach sale
than lambe.




We brought in mem to custom shear our flocks who did a very
satisfactory job. We arranged their schedule and notified the flock
owmer the day before lds flock would be sheared. We then visited the
flock owner gbout one hour before shearing te epedite the work. Our
efforts enabled the shearers to shear from 90 to 120 sheep daily, oftem
in six to sight flocks.

OQur most gratifying activity regarding sheep was in the dis-
posal of the wool. Prior to 1958 our wool sales were ilacouvenient
and disagreeable. Much confusion developed in assigning payments
to the cooperative. This year, in coopexation with the Nensemood
County Producers, about three-fourths of our wool was sold ia the
North Carolina pool. The wool wes graded and paid for the day it
was delivered. The peanut Growers Cooperative of Framklin received
the check and thvee days later sach producer had his check. Eighty
per cent was clesr wol and grossed $4/.41 per humdred pounds. Every
producer, with the sxception of one, was well plessed with the price
and method of handling.

We have been Lostrumental ia plecing seven new flocks in the
county. Ome of these herds has ten sheep, snother sixty-one, and
the seven flocks will average thirty-two sanimals, Five other hexds
have been increased in mmber and nine new purebred rams have been
placed. We now have fifty-one flocks in the county with 1,400 to
1,500 mature sheep.




4. BALKLING

Sa secamber 3vd. and 4ch, 1957, we cooperated with othex
ageats and U doxfoli Ciesber of Commecce Lo conduct & dairy
school. Leading men in their respective fialds were secured
for speskess and much laforsetion wes given. The principel
suo Jects discussed waio feeding, allk testing, leglslation, aad
how to getl wore wilk consused. Bach participating agent presid-
ing oune-half day.

We asployed a new DHIA tester. He wus slow getting start-
od but with patience and coustant work, he will be a credit to
the work. He fuberited records that wee in arvears. When this
work caa be brought up to date, we bDalleve his work will be satis-
factory. The actual Cestliag thet he is dolng 1s commendable and
he is well liked by the hard ownars.




€. PORESTRY

Problem: More than one-half of our total acreage is woodland. We are
producing about one-third mpacity, which is around 200 board feet per

acre annually., Forestry is a long-time program and the comversion rate

is lov of changing a scrubby hardwood condition to fast growing pines.
Almost every famm has a surplus of famm labor during the wiater months.
There are many practices which could be carried out sconomically if far-
mers were willing to fmprove thelir wood lot. Thers is & good opportunity
for a good educational program to tesch the farmers the know-how in solv-
ing thelir forestry problems. Some lmportant forestry needs are as follows:

L. Many farmers have large acreages of woodland and opportunities to
promote a sound forestry progreom. The main problem is o crveste
enough interest wicth the fammer in our educatiomal program so that
he will apply & recommended practice to his wood lot. A scrubby
hardwood condition exists on many scres of our land and conversiom
to pine is & long and costly process.

Conversion of scrubby non-merchantable hardwoods to fast growing
pines.

To create loterest smong youth groups such as FFA, 4-H and Boy Scouts.
Teaching basic forestry management practices to farmexs ia general .

To create iluterest snough to give the fammer an incentive to produce
good quality timber.

Deadening of con-merchantable hardwoods Lf reproduction is presemt
or planting is to be dome. Disking areas befors harvesting the
timber. Disking to expose mineral scil and destroy scrubby hard-
wood brush,

Contact all 4-H boys and other youth groups in county and set uwp
one scre plots of forestry management.

Convince Che farmer that forestry is good business, that economical

use of famm laborx is profitsble in applylng forestry management
practices.

Methods:
. Technical advice will be given by Extension Service, Virginia

Pivision of Forestry and cial §

Killing demonstrations with 2.4, 5-T and —u on 12* and under

and some species over 12."

Send out letters to all membears of 4-H and other groups offering

them assistance, free seedlings and polson to carry out thelir pro~

ject. Demonstrations showing how to plant and polson.

Contact the local wod-using industry for free seediings and amate

for sducational program.

Encourage the farmers to sign up for ACP practices and request timber

land examinations from the Division of Porestry.

Local tours will be conducted in commmities to note the results of

different practices.




Arvangements will be made with the president of civic organi-
zations in differeat ities to d a b Ty program.
Encourage fammers to take advantage of conservation reserve
ascreage of planting trees under comtract Lif cvopland should be
taken out of cultivation,

Hold a meeting with the forest committes to plan a program for
the county and report to them on accomplishments.

Conduct a contest with youth or adults to sward prizes at a ban-
quet .

OR
Have some form of recognition for ifndividuals that have shown
enough iaterest to carry out practices. This will be done by
providing 4 banquet furanished by a local wood-using industry with
a speaker on forestry.
Repults: Our forestry accomplishments have been curtailed this ysar be-
cause we have not been permitted to work with the county ACP office as we
did in prior years. The work in relation to this office was turned com-
pletely over to the State Forestry Division, consquently we have not made
the progress that we had hoped to., We have, however, done a full-time job
in attempting to accomplish our goal., We did this primarily by personal
contacts. We aleso used letters, news articles, and the local radio statiom
to a good advantage. A meeting was held with the Couaty Forestry Committes,
where we discussed problems, and methods of solving them for the lLandowners
of the coumty.

We worked with forty farmers ia an effort to imstruct tham the best
methods of harvesting thelr timber. We were not successful in getting
all of these farmers to follow our recommendations, but a good mmber of
them did, wvhere forest thimning and marketing was concerned. This type
of work was started La 1957. We heve in mind one large timber holding
whare they oontimue to sell approximately $350.00 to $450.00 worth of pulp~
wood per week, This is the Southampton State Famm wvhers the pulpwood is
harvested by prisoun labor and sold to & local paper manufactoring councera.

We gave four demonstrations on markiang timber. This was in effect,
showing farmers how to thin their timber stands to emcourage growth, and
to eliminate non-umerchantable hardwoods.

Ve have contacted tenm Ruritan Clubs in the county and presented them
with a program where we could work with the youth of ssch commumity. They
accepted our recommendations and are @p ring tha program with much sue~
cass. The younger people are requested to take not less than one acre of
their father's land or of a neighbor's land and carry out practices that
will encourage the proper growth of merchantable timber most pleatiful on
sach site.

In addition to the Ruritan Clubs, we have twenty 4-H club boys who
have completed a similar program on thelr father's land. In each of these
we have halped the boys to thin, plant, snd encourage the growth of the




merchantable timber and to kill or cut out the trees which are non~
merchantable and are in the way of proper growth of the better products.
At the end of the year when the Cwenty boys wers graded sccording to the
success of their programs, we had & social hour for these boys and thelr
fathers. Ou this occasion we provided, through the gencrosity of the
Union Bag-Camp Paper Corp., & barbecus dimner and gave prizes to those
who had done sufficient work to justify such conslderation.

We have had cChe pleasure of working with the Union Bag-Camp Paper
Corp. This organization gave us 900 pounds of smsate and 10,000 plas
seediings to be distributed among our boys 22¢ some of the farmers. Twenty
people received some smmste and/or some of the seedlings. The Union Bag-
Camp Paper Coxp. is tive through the community. They work with
all agencles or meuu.u vho are trylng to do a good jJob ian fovestry.
To assist ia Chls pert of the program, we, through the sponsovsiip of
Union Bag-Camp Paper Corp., conducted twelve radio programs where we dis-

d £ Ty ¢, inclwding thinning, harvesting, marking end
planting. In planting, we discussed the better wmethods of planting or
seeding. Some of these acres vere scarzafied so that natural reseeding
would be effective. Om others, we recomsended planting of pine seediings
on cut-over or eroded land.

We have worked with the farmess ia the county ia every reascaable
vay toward getting lorestry prumotion accomplished. We have been lastreu~
mental in getting approximately 50 timberland exemiostions made by the

Pivision of Forestry. We were not givem a copy of the timberland zepeort,
though we have resson Lo Chink thet some of the individuals requesting
this service will carry out the recommendations sod have offered our ser-
vices in belping Chenm to Chis end.

We held three meetings on forestry, stressiag proper mansgeasnt
where sixty-five people attended. This was late in the year o we agpect
to follow tids up and hope Co accomplish much in our 1959 program.

We attended & meeting comducted by the Virginia Forestry, Inc. At
this meeting we had a dimmer furnished by a local peper munufacturing con~
carn and discussed the promotion of "Keep Virglals Green” program. It was
decided to comtinue Lo promote this effort as in the past, and to work
with individual farmers movre than Co muil out certain litersture that is
provided by the Virginia Forestry, Inc. We have not 'black-listed' this
literature, but we believe that a personal contact would be much more pro-
fitable and would obtain wore results than to mail priated letters out to
farmors generally.

The Virgianis Extension Porestors have cooperated in seadliag out
teaching material and offering thelr services in whatever way we saw fit
to use tham. We have accepted their cooperation and feel that we have pro-
ficed by their recommendations. We Lope Chat we can continue Lo carry out
suggestions made Ly the Extension Porestors and coutinue Lo lmprove the
forest situstion that exlscs in Southampton County.




One of the most profitable efforts we have made this year was to
teach & course to 85 senior 4-H club boys and girls ot Camp Parzar. This
program was presented to these boys and girls at the comservation camp.
We gave lasiruc 13 ou proper seeding, both uetural and by planting sesd-
lings. Ve disc the advantages of thinning where the timber should be
thimned and taking cut trees that were of no valus. We also discussed pre~
cautions to take in the case of suske or Lansect bites. Ve discussed msasur-
ing and proper tree growth and under what conditions proper tree growth was
best accomplished.

In all of our discussions with fazmers, we discussed the advisabilicy
of working with the ASC progrem. We Chink that we are justified in this
because the farmer will receive some remnerstion for :is work and would
very likely be encoutaged to do & better job in his various activities
because of the restrictions laid down by this organization.
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scheduled meeting sach calendar quarter. The Honor Club is vespon-
sible for plamning and seeing that the following events are carried
out: The County 4-H Picale, 4-H Achievement Day, County Talent Show,
Rural Life Sunday, end National 4-H Club Week.

¥We have re-organized the Southampton High School 4-H Club. This
has been accomplished by holdiag the club mesting after school. We
have enxolled 10 additionsl boys, 14 through 18 years of age in this
group. We need members in this ags group to enter contests that
younger mambery cannot compete in.

: We have about 20 adult and junior leaders in 4-H. Our
problem is to get sore leaders Lo the program in the aress where
leaders are weak.

Goal: Secure two or more leaders, prefersbly ia the Boykine areas.

Methods: The Extension agent will attempt to train ot least two new
leaders during the comiag year.

Regulty: Two new leaders are now very actively serving 4+ ia the
baby beef project. Lirgely through their work, we will have 17 entries
in the project this year compared to 10 entries last year. We have
now back in the county, one 4-il leader who surved two years in the

U. 8. Ammy. This leader has halped our program by encouraging young-
er members in thelir project work.

The pareats of 4-H club sesbars need to be given more

Problem:
recognition in the 4-H program.

Goal: To secure more recognition of parents smong 4-H.

Methods: News articles, radio programs, and meetings will be used
to stress the value of parents ia 4-H work.

Regults: Seveval news articles weve writtem and radio programs pro-
duced, on the role of parents in the 4-H program with telling effects.
The theme of National 4-H Club Week was a "4-H Salute to Parents."
Two school chapel progrems were held and several parents of 4-il'ers
were recognised at these meetings. During Natiomal 4-H Club Week, the
parents in each commumnity were recognised in & special 15 minute radic
program over WYSR.

: We need to work hard to have the 4-H club members complete
their projects.

Goals: Mave 85 completions and 80 per ceat of all projects completed.
Methods: All members completing records will be taken on a hike or

tour related to their projects. Reward those who complete their pro-
ject with ribbons.




The Courtland 4-H club members who completed their work
in electricity were taken on a special tour of W. M. Camps' dairy
farm near Franklin. HMere, the club mewbers were able to see the many
ways electricity is used on the farm. The 4-H'ers were able to sees
pipe-line milking, hay drying, feed mixing, and many other electrical
machines in operation.

Problem: There are oot as meny boys sttending cemp as we should have
from our county.

Goal: To have at least 15 boys sttend &-H camp.

Methods: To use the last regular school club meeting explaining to
the boys the value to be sttalned from sttending camp.

We had 15 boys to sttend 4-H camp this ysar. Ve used the
last regular scheduled meeting in May to encourage more buys to attend.
All were furnished free transportation to sand from the camp by parents
and the Extensiou perscnnel.

Problem: The Sears Pig Chain ig in poor condition, bacasuse the
quality of the hogs in the chain has not kept pace with more recent
swine type changes.

Goal: To purchase 5 new gilts of a high meat-type quality.

Methods: Mext August select 5 purebred meat-type gilts and place
in the hands of 5 capable 4-H'ers.

ults: Tive new gilts of meat-type quality were purchased and
placed in the hands of five 4<fl club members. The boys have not done
as good a job of management, a8 we have lost two of these gilts.
Bach boy and his parents were instructed om the proper management of
gilts before they veceived their pigs. These two gilts were lost be~
cause of improper management on the part of the 4-H boy.

We have & problem sach year of locating the proper quality
show stears for the club members Chat want & steer as & project,

t To locate ot least 15 show steers of fancy quality for 4-H
club members.

*M' To use the Extension specialist at Blacksburg and feeder
calf sales to help locate these show stesrs and to buy earlier than
previous years.

Results: This year, with the halp of Leaders in the 4~H baby beef
project, we have 17 steers on full-feed as of October lst. We start-
ed in August locating these snimals. Pirst, we had a mecting of our
beef committee. The rules and vegulations for the 1959 baby beef
show were set up, and we went out iato the various commmities to lo-
cate boys interested in the project. In the project this year, we have
8 boys and girls who showed stears last year, plus nine new ones.




Our steers were purchased from three breeders and one feeder
calf sale. Pour boys' fathers had an scceptable steer. This pre-
vented a purchase in each case. The quality of our steers is as
good this year as they have been in previous years.

There is & problem of having enough buyers for competiti
bidding in the baby beef show. This is nesded, due to the higher
feeding costs for this type project.

Goal: To have sufficient buyers at the baby besf show so that
meuber selling in the show will receive at least 2¢
price for their steer,

Methods: We will contact as many buyers as possible and t
them to purchase 4-H club steers. In addition, we will zaise
roney for those members whose steers place in the show,

Results: There were only nine stesrs sold at our baby beef show
sale last spring. These stears sold for an average price of $44.
per C.N. T, The steers were purchased by four differsat buyers. There
were several other individusls bidding on the caives and we balisve
this was the resson for the high price. This average price per C,W.T.
was the highest price paid at any of the Spring Junior Pat Stock Shows.

Prize money was raised for the show by the Frasklin Chamber of
Commerce. Bach 4-H member who exhibited animals in the show received
prize money on the basis of the way the animal graded and placed in
the show. No asmber received Less than $20.00 in prisze money.
one member received $120.00 in addition to the price of
This extra money was, $55.00 prise money, $350.00
the animal and $15.00 from the breed association.
animal sold for was $603.75, or 75¢ per pound. The
the sale sold for a total price of $3,146.21, and ctne ctotal
money awarded tc 4-i'ers was $406.00.

Problam: Southampton County is the lLargest swine producing county
in the state and we have not had as many swisa producing pro jects
proportionally.

Goal: To secure 5 boys to compete in the Smithfield Juaior Hog Show,

Methods: To contact the boys at the firet club mesting in September
and follow through by locating good meat-type hoge for the boys to
purchase and to place greater emphasis on this show.

i Southampton County had two entries in the Smithfield Junior
Fat Pig Show and sale this year. However, Johmny Butler had his hog
judged Grand Champion of the show and Walter Young, Jr., pleced fousth
in the second single class. The competition in this show is wexy




severe and we believe more members do not participate because they
feel thelir animals are not good enough. This year the show had &
new sponsor, The Tri-County Bankers Associstion, and we think the hoge
sold better than previously. This should encourage new msmbers to
enter the show. The Extension workers ia Southampton County solicited
the spomsor for this show and have been requested to make the comtact
again,

The quality of the hogs in the county is improving and I beliam
that there are several purebred breeders who are ianterssted in see-
ing that our hoys get good nogs to entar the competitiom.

Prxoblem: WNot every boy inm every club is able to carry a tractor
project, so some method outside of the club needs to be found where-
by some system of transportation is provided to the meeting place.

Goel: To get three tractor dealers in different areas of the county
to provide training for the 4-H club members in their area.

: To contact the boys in the first club meeting in September
and follow through by comtacting the deslers in their commumnity so
training on the tractor project can be provided for those club mem-
bers who desire it.

Llts: We had five boys in ten to fourteen year age group and
ive boys in tha fourtesn ysars or older group to participate in the
county tractor driving contest this ysar. One boy drove in the die-
triect tractor comtest and finished in fifth place. The tractor
dealers in the county cooperated by furnishing tractors for the com-
test. They also halped traia the boys who wers participeting.

One new leader, Andrew Rume, of Courtland, has done an excellent
job helping our tractor project and contestants. Tractor meetings
are hald in different commmnities in the county and boys who are in-
terested in the project are able to attend.

Problam: The Bastern District Dairy Show is decreasing in size due
to a decreasing mmber of daliry animals in the four counties that
make up the show.

Goal: To have 15 snimals in 1958,

m We will try to get &t least two additiomal counties teo
show animals in the Rastern District Dairy Show.

Resulta: The Bastern District Junior Dalry Show was not held in
1958 due to an insufficient mumber of entriss. The show is made
of Norfolk, Princess Anne, Lsle of Wight,

Southampton was the only county in this

show. We had four entries, but did wmot

Justify conducting a show. Consequently,




Just a week before it was scheduled.

The four animals were showm by 4-H owners in the Atlantic
Rural Show in Richmond, Virginia. Gail Besuvals, of Pramklia,
had her cow judged Grand Champlon female of the Junior Guernsey
Pivision.




V. FARM AND HOME DEVELOFMENT

Hot emough work has been doune on the
ment Program as it is gececdlly thought
ing. We found in previous years that
became “cool? toward the efforts that we
this program. They seemingly resented tell
yialds, their sonetary income, how they spent

We have worked with ten families in identifylag and analysing
or solving problems on thelr farms that would

Farm and Home Development” had we gone all the
crops and home part of the program to the sene

the sctuml problesw we worked with, In thess tem or

wve found that the famers wanted to know sammthing

problem. They came to us with thet problem and we

halp them analyze the situation. In some lustances

such an operation as migit lave besn contamplated and

instance, the plan that Lhey had decided to carry out was adjusted
or changed, we think, for the betterment of the farm operator.

In m0 case have we tried to follow up on these problems with
cthe express purpose of detevmining how much money was made on the
specific operation. Some of the farmers have volimtarily told us
that they worked out satisfactorily and they appreciated our help,
but we agree with the fazmere that It is not our priviledge to
know how much woney e makes from a specific operatiom and how
that soney will be spent.




genarally uweed. Comm
1960 goal of 60 bushels per

received to date. Our 1960 goal
We think we have exceeded our 19
not have reached our 1960 goal o

Peanut di and 1
satisfactory extent. We have bhad
prior years.

Cotton ylald this year has
weavil to any great extent. In
insects to plague our producers o
womm trouble, but this was easily brough
as we were contacted about proper treatment.

receive grading and stapling services from the U. 8. Department of
Agriculture. A muber of farmers are taking advantage

vice and profiting thereby. Proper fertilising our

practically eliminated rust. We are recommending

is o 1ly dod,

sired results.

In 1958, we had nearly 5,500 acres of corm put
resarve of the Soil Bank Program. Then on other
facmers have planted small grain and followed with soybeans
As a result, soybeans huve Lacreased considerably in acreage and
the yleld is more than egualing our 1960 goal of 35 bushels per scve.

yoar and the reports
are excellent. If thay will stay in the hull as well




balieve that they will possibly take the place of Lee in a fow
years.

Our fertilizer recoomendations have been carrvied out reasounsbly
well for soybeans. We were sot bothared with Lasects as in previous
years.

Just as is the case with soybeans, small grain acreages have in-
reased many times in the last four or five years. Due to dry westher
many Southampton Farmers are planting smell grain in the autimm, know-
ing that they will have sufficient molsture to mske & crop of grain
in the wister time Vhereas, for the past eight ysars, ouly thres
have been good corn producing years, becsuse of raian fallure in the
smmertine. About 20% of our crrm acreage has been diverted from
corn to small grain followed with mile and soybeans. We feal that
this is & healthy change. Muny farmers are profiting thereby and
the small grain produced cen be fed to about the same type livestock
in about the same degree that corm can be fed. The additional erop
»f Milo or Soybeans cost very Little. We therefove, get two crops
on the same acreage and about the price of corn production.

Fasture for 1958 has been very good. With proper rainfall ocur
grazing methods nave been luproved. Consequently, very few acres
have been over-grased. Pertilisation has been carried on properly
and good management gensrally, has resulted.

Swine has taken wore of our time than any other crop balng pro~
duced in Southampton County. We gave 173 days to livestock in the
county for 1955 and possibly 150 of these days were given o swine.

The reason for this unbalanced time has been because we have
assisted in the orpanisation of the Tid Li ck Sales Company,
Inc., an organization which has as it's primary aim the selling of
feeder pigs. Ve think that this will be an excellent outlet for
many of our ssall farmers who can farrow move pigs tham they can
feod out. Ve belisve it will have the same effect with those peo-
ple as an eatirely new crop would have. Por the larger farmer,
we bave found that they ave also participating whera they have o
surplus quantity of pigs ot any season of the yar. At some seasons
thay sell and at some they buy. We find that good feeders look for
good hogs to feed. We are attempting to provide this type of animal
for them.

¥We have assisted the Tidewater Livestock Sales Company, Inc., in
rasodeling and adding to an old 4-H Club bullding which we bduilt ia
1952. We believe that we have the best sarket building of it's kind
in the state and expect to make good use of it in future years.

Wa thiask that our fesder pig opervation is golng to be quite
beneficial in the lsprovesent of the quality of pigs in the county.
Many people are trying to be qualified to sell pigs in the feeder
pig sale. They cammot qualify unless they have top-quality animals.




e bave for several yesars attampted to get the people to practice
sanitation, without satisfectory cvesuits. Today, they are practie-
log sanitation so that thay can sall fesder pigs.

We have not given & great deal of cime to besf sattie or to
dairying in Southampton County during L958. However, the mumber
of beef cattle bas lLocressed so far as feaders are d over
w0 yours past. This we thisk, is becsuse Che pastures are better
snd not because of our efforts.

we have given considereble Cime to shwep production and feal
that much bemefic has cume from our efforts. Wwe bave conducted
parasite coutrol demcnstrationa, put on & custom sheariag program,
& program to propeciy market wool, and assisted several farmers in
getiing started in Che production of sheep.

Our forestry efforts have been curtailed somewhat this year,
because of a change made in the ASC program. However, we have comn-
ducted several damonscrations, assisted individuals with their
forestry problems and worked primerily with 4-H clubs and FFA men-
bars and Boy Scouts in an attempt to teach them basic forestry
[TV L

We also attended a conservation Shorc Course at Camp Farrvar
where we attenpted to instruct those present in proper forestcry
sanagement and related sub jects, such as Losect or snake bite treat-
il

Ve also did vewarding work with our 4~ clubs. We have a
ressonably high percentage of W - 14 year old boys enrolled in
our club work and Chay are doing an excellient job. We have had
nebers attending all the Scort Courses from the State down to
Jounty-wide operations. ¥a balieve that these children attending
these courses profit considersvly more than they thewselves sven
realize when they are in camp. We hear tham occasionally refer te
what cthay had heard ol camg or some demoustration being put om at
canp and whi oy ad ot veen sble Lo vas until sometisme later.

e lave carried daoustrations or club sssbers wio have given
descnstiations restrsy, electricicy, dalrying, crop production,
Beef animal pr sthon, swine production and poubtry.

Ne can have - g except the highest respect for othar publis
agencies with whom we Lave cooperated in 1958,

To carry ocut ur yaar's work, we have drivem 40,320 miles.

Over,all, ve Chink our work has beesa profiteble, Chough Lo maay
Lastances, we anticipate laving o setter Job dome Lla 1939 than we
have done ia 19058,
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