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II1. RESULTS OR ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The program of work in this fleld was divided into the following

W8 jor categories:
A. Assistance to County Agents
Work with Registered Nurserymen
Work with Florists
Work with Bulb Growers
Work with Professional Workers in Landscape Design and Tur{ Management
4~H Home Grounds Beautification Project
Garden Clubs
General Public

Plant Societies

A stance to Count xtension ents

Over fifty percent of the specialists time in this project was
devoted to assisting county Extension perscunel in some phase of the
ornamental horticultural program in the various counties.
Ma jor Problem - Most Extension agents have not had sny formal train~
ing in Landscape Design or Ornamental Horticulture and do not feel
qualified to advise on many of the ormamental horticulture problems
asked by county folks and im turnm have to refer to the horticultural
specialists for help. Requests for help in ornamental horticulture com-
tinue to increase sach year. For example, the Norfolk County Extension
Agents reported in their 1960 report "The Norfelk County Extension Agents

are receiving more and more vequests for help and information each year.




There is a great need for specialists help in this field." The

Roancke County Extension Agents report "The Extsnsion agents get more
and more requests sach ysar for assistance with ornasental problems
from both county and city residents.”
Many factors are contributing to the incressing nusber of requests
being received by Extension agents such as:
l. Increase in state population.
2. Construction of new howes, churches, schools snd industrial
plants.
Continued growth of the garden club movement.
Growth of gardening as & hobby.
Continued local regional publicity on ornamental horticulture
through radio, televisien, newspapers and magazines.
Commnity improvement contests and public besutification projects.
State wide goal of the Virginia Federation of Home Demonstration
clubs for Community Beasutification.
8. Expanding growth of the mursery industry.
Assistance Rendered to Agents
During the year it has not been possible to meet all the requests for
assistance from the various Extension Agents. Priority was given for request
for agent training and group sducstional sctivities over requests for
individual service visits. The type of help rendered agents fall iate
the following categories.
L. Ageant training

2. Leader tralaning




Public Educational Meetings
Supplying Subject Matter Material and Visual Aids
Publications
Vieits to Home and Public Grounds
Assistance in the 4-H Home Grounds Beautification Project.
Result Demonstrations
Farm and lHome Development Projects
County Besutification Committee
Assisting in the Home and Community Besutification Goal of the
Virgide Federation of Home Demenstration Clubs.
Work with Nurserymen, Florists and other Professional Workers
as Requested by Extension Agents.

nt in

At the annual Extension Conferemce, emphasis was placed on traiaing
the agents. Classes in establishing and maintaining the home grounds were
held.

A training session for agents in the Wet Central district was held
at Rocky Mount and Daleville. Subjects covered were Landscape Design,
Foundation Plantings and Pruning. Ageats were present from Franklin,
Pittsylvania, Montgomery, Patrick, Bedford, Floyd, Alleghany, Heary,
Campbell, Craig, Bath and Highland.

Special individual training sessions were held with the ageats in
Richmond, King William, Stafford, Fauquier and Essex.

Leader Training

At the request of the home demonstration agents, 27 leader traiaing

meetings vere conducted oy the specialists in this preject. Approximately,
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400 leaders were given this training. The leaders after receiving

this help presented a program to their individual clubs. It is esti-
mated that this program reached 6,000 home demonstration club women.

The specialist provided each leader with printed material to assist
them in the preparation of their program for their club members.

Training sessions were held in the following counties:

Sounty Title of Demenstraticn

Patrick Pruning
Essex Home and Community Beautification
Isle of Wight Care of Ornamental Plants
Westmore land Home and Community Beautification
Essex Planning the Flower Border
Hanover Annuals and Perennials
Pittsylvania Landscaping
Trees and Shrubs for Bland County
Roses - Outdoor Living Area
Color in the Yard All Year
Selection of Trees and Shrubs
Know Your Shrubbery
Succession of Bloom
Agent Training - Potted Plants
Bulbs - Year Round Coler
Pruning Demonstration - Care of Shrubs
Essex House Plants
Heary Design of the Home Grounds
Pittesylvania Lawn Improvement
Culpeper Selection of Shrubs
Middlasex Planting - Propagation of Shrubs
Goochland Landscaping
Powhatan Home and Community Beautification
Cumber land Flower Borders
Nottoway Roses
Charlotte Landscaping
Augusta Home and Community Besutification

Public Educational Meetings
In the wore urban counties the demand for information on various
ornamental problems continues to keep the county Extension staff ex-

tremely busy. It is imposeible for the agents to make personal visits




to advise many of these county citisens. Aa incressed number of
counties are now holding garden institutes and landscape institutes
to provide an educational service in the field of ornamental
horticulture and to service many of these folks asking for individual

help.

The specialist assisted the county Extension staff in Fairfax,

Prince William, Arlington, Hampton, Nerfolk, Roancks and the City of
Newport News in conducting & series of garden programs. It is esti-
mated that over 3,000 were in attendance at these schools.

The oldestof these garden institutes Ls in Fairfax County. The
program was pressnted for the Sixth year. See exhibit No. ?
for sample of program offered.

Norfolk and Roancks counties sponsored their first series of
landscape programs during the year.

In Norfik the program was preseuted by the Agricultural CommitCee
of the Norfolk Chamber of Commarce with the cooperation of the Buresu
of Parks, City of Norfolk; the Agricultural Extension Service, Nerfolk
and Princess Anne Counties; and the Federation of Garden Clubs of
Norfolk and vicianity. The chairmen of the Agricultural Committes for
the Norfolk Chamber of Commerce reported, "It is our opianion that the
Short Course for garden lovers potsntially is the asctivity with the
greatest popular appeal in our Agricultural Committee Program.” He
further reported, “The entire undertaking was outstanding and the re~
sction generally was most favorable. On the first day about 200 people
attended, on the second more than 300 and on the third slightly less than

300 were preseat.”




In Roancke County & Landscape Clisk for Coleor and Fashion
was sponsored by the Extension Service in cooperation with the
Roanoke Nurserymen's Association and the Roanoke Council of
Gurden Clubs. The program was scheduled for four nights and the
specialists from the horticultural department assisted in arranging
and lecturing at the clinde.

The specialists also assisted the county Extension agents in
N nsemond, Brunswick, Rockinghem, Cumberland, Warwick, Southampton
and Henry in spounsoring & one day public meeting on some phase of
ornamental hortkulture.

The specialist also made 59 talks to various organizations or
c¢lubs during the year. Approximately 5,000 were in attendance.

The ta resented b, Llows :

Rockbridge - Natural Bridge Garden Club
Virginia Turfgrass Association - Lexington

Botetourt - County Committee, Home and Community Besutification
Fairfax - Northern Virginia Nurserymen's Association

0ld Valled Garden Club ~ Alexandria

Fairfax Garden Institute
Cumberland ~ Special Interest Group - Landscaping
Southampton - Special Interest Group - Landscaping
Hampton =~ Special Interest Grouwp ~ Bulbe
Radford - Councii of Garden Clubs
Montgomery - Flower Show Judging Schoel

Garden Lovers' Short Course

Turf Field Day
Land Short C

“ in View Gardea Club

Town and Country Garden Club - Blacksburg
Institute of Rural Affairs

Trillum Garden Club - Blacksburg
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Roancke - Roanoke Town and Country Club
Landscape Clinic

Hottoway - Blackstome Garden Club

Nansemond - Special Interest Group

Henrico - Monument Hills Gardea Club
Landscape Lesign School
Virginia Federation of Garden Clubs
College Hills Woman's Club
Virginia Flower Show Judges Association
Virginia Nurserymen's Association

Greens - Riverside and Spottswood Trail Garden Clubs
Louisa - Louisa County Garden Club

Albemarle - Piedmont Garden Club
Albemarle Landscape Committee

Pittsylvania - County Besutification Committee
Climax Farmer's Club
Danville Gardea Club

Halifax - Halifax South Bosten Garden Club
Special Interest Group

Brunswick - Special Interest Group

Pulaski « Pulaski Garden Club

Campbell - Garden Club - Altavista

Prince William - Manassas Homs Demonstratiom Club
Dumfries Quantico Gardea Clud
Landscape Institute

Arlington - Arlington Landscape Institute

Hanover - Ruritan Club

Lynchburg - Lynchburg Study Group

Gloucester - Bulb Growers

Henry - Garden School

Warrea - Special Interest Grewp

Rockingham - Spottsweod Garden Club




Supplying Subject Matter Mater v 1 s

At the request of the home demonstration agents and county
agents special subject matter information was prepared and seat
to the agents to assist them in presenting talks or special programs
on various aspects of ornamental horticulture. One hundred and seven

slide sets were loaned to the agents for their use in preseating talks

to various organizations. Slide sets are available on the following

topics:

Landscapiag the Home Grounds

Landscaping with Trees

Pruning

Flower Borders

Lawns

Care of Bvergreens

Home and Community Beautification

Azaleas

4~H Home Grounds Beautification

Foundation Plantings

Many of these slide sets were borrowed for a period of a month by
the Extension agents and were used at 4«H club meetings and home demon~
stration club meetings as well as garden club meetings. No attampt was
made to record the number of folks that viewed these slides. However,
the comment from Fred N. Fletcher, County Agent, indicates the use that
these slides are put to. He writes as follows: ‘"Enclosed herewith is
the colored slide set entitled 4-H Home Grounds Besutification and the

syllabus you sent for our use during the month of February. We wish
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to thank you for the loan of this valuable slide set. Ve fesl that
the children appreciated it and received many worthwhile hints and
suggestions in their individual projects and records on home grounds
besutification.

These slides were shown to 22 4<H Clubs with a total membership
of about 700 and to the Clintwood Kiwanis club with & msembership of
23."

Publications
Specialists vorking this project continued to assist the county

Extension agents through publications. To help keep the agents in-

foermad with timely ornamental hints, monthly Landscape Notes were

distributed to them. See exhibit No. £+ This is the second

year that these notes have been prepared. Originally copies were

sent only te the various Extension agents for their use in helping

them to be informed and to assit them in the preparation of radie

talks and newspaper stories. Sinee receiviag these notes, agents have
requested additional copies to distribute to home demonstration leaders,
garden club leaders and indivkiual citizens especially iaterested in
ornamental horticukure. The nusber of notes now being requested is
approximately 10,000,

New publications during the year were limited because of the
retirement of Professor A. G. Smith, Jr. A specialist's position
remained vacant for several months and it meant that the other worker
assigned to the project had teo devotempst of his time to other Extension
duties. A publication on asaleas and & report on the Daffodil experi-

mental work vas completed.
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Visits to Home sad Public Grounds

The specialists were called upon to make 169 home visits with
either the county agent or the home demonstration agent to advise en
various ornamental problems. At some of these visits interested
neighbors were fnvited to be on hand to hear the specialists recome
mendations. A few of these home visits will be used as result demouns
strations. This phase of the work is reperted elsewhere under the
heading Result Demonstrations.

The specialist at the request of the county Extension agents

visited 69 public projects and gave on the spot recommsndations for

developing or renovating the landscaping of the grounds,

The Projects Visited:

King William - Beulah Church Parscnags
County Extension Office

Roancke - Mountain View School
Glenvar School
Esplanade in fromt of Roancke Post Office
Preston Recreation building
Church of the Brethern
Driving Course at Blue Ridge Gardens
Roanoke Municipal Building

Greensville - Emporia High School
Orange - County Health Ceater
Orange Community Swimming Pool
Methodist Parsonage
Louisa - County Health Ceanter
Nelson - Court House Square
VWashington - Patrick Heary High School
John Battle High School
Abingdon High School
Pittsylvania - Laurel Community Club

Henrice - William Byrd Community Building
Sub-Division
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Pulaski - Highway Inter-change
Alleghany - Covington Park Ares
Patrick - Vester Commumity Club
Franklin - Pleasant Grove Methodist Church
Shenandoah - Woodstock High School
Mount Jacksom High School
Woodstock Commuaity Park
Lancaster - Cumonic Espiscopal Church
Rockbridge - Highland Belle Sthool
Central Schoeol
Lexingten High School
Appomattox - Biale Baptist Church

Povhatan - Powhatan High Scheol
Powhatan Elementary School

Westmoreland - Beulah Baptist Church
Montgomery - Blacksburg High School

Fairfax - Fairfax County Hospital
Woodland Baptist Church

Puture Farmers' of America Building

Southampton - Farmers and Merchants Nationsl Bank of Franklin

Nottoway - Blackstone Golf Course
Camp Pickett

Carroll - Gardener's Cemetery
Court House Oround
Roanoke Lewis High School

Brunswick - Broadunax Church
Lebanon Church

Rappah k « Rappah k High School

Charlotte - Charlotte Methodist Church
Rockingham - Presbyterian Home

Warren - Front Royal Hoepital
Front Royal Elementary School




Wight - St. Luke's Church
= Sweat Briar College
Penhook Methodist Church
= Community Cemetery
Community Hospital
Life Saving Crew Building
Clintie

Steward Community House
Steward Presbyterian Church

Assistance in the 4-H lome Grounds Besutificatien Preject

Specialists assisted the agents requesting help in conducting the
4~H Howe Grounds Beautification Project Ly furnishing advice, visual
aids, and subject matter material. Much of this material was furnished
#0 it could be used by the leaders who are assisting the agents in this
project. In the section of the report entitled 4-H Hows Grounds Besut~
ification Project, & fuller explanation of ths work is given.
Besult Demonstrations

All home visits made by the specialist to advise on how to develop

the home landscaping are potential public landscape demonstrations. But

unfortunately most of the agents do not take advantage of the opportunities

for making demonstrations out at these home visits. Many home visits made

in the past have been nothing more than & personal service visit because

the agents have not taken steps to set them up as result demonstratiouns.
Agents are now belng encouraged to advertise the date and time of

home visits and to axtend en general lavitation teo the public to be

present te hear the specialist's land dations and to use

these visits as result demonstrations.




One of the most ful landscape demonstrations given during

the year was in Southampton County. The Southampton County Extension
Service in cooperation with the Frenklin Chamber of Commerce sponsored
four result demonstrations at new homes in the county. Through the
newspapers, radio and by letters, the general public was notified that
the VPI Landscape S ecialists would be on hand to makse recommendstions.
On the night prior to the firet scheduled home visit & public meeting

on landscaping was held. At this tise the landscape specialists outlined
the general requirements for & well landscaped home and explained how the
demonstration would be carried out at the four individual homes. During

the demenstration suggestions as to how the home grounds might s developed

were proposed by the specialist by means of & field landscape plan,

Newspaper articles appearsd in the countypapers publicizing these demon-
strations. Pilctures were taken. It is the plan of the agents to invite
the public te return to these homes next year to see the progress that
has been made.
Farm and £

Work during the year in the farm and homs development projects was
very limited. Some home visits were made to advise individual owners,
Reques® to visk several other farm and home projects had to be turned
down or delayed because the time was not available for scheduling these
requests as higher priority was givea to group projects.
Coun £1

At the request of the agents the specialists met with county
committees in Henry, Chesterfield and Botetourt to assist ian helping to

set up long range home and commumity besutification county goals. In
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addidon to assisting in setting up these goals the specialists were
called upon as & result of thess conferences to assist in helping with
educational programs for helping to sssist county folks in home and
community beautification.
H and nity Besutificat
The specialists again served as a sponsor for the home and
community beautification goal of the Virginia Federation of Home
Demonstration Clubs. Twenty-four counties took part im this program.
Assistance was given to the state chairman and individual help was given
to the various county chairmen in keeping them supplied with subject
matter material.
The over-all aim of this program is as follows:
"To see ourselves as tourist see us. To make Virginia homes and
communities more attractive and useful while comserving wisely

and well owr natural resources.”

Worked with Nurserymen, Florist and Professional Workers as Requested
by Azents .

Since the field of nursery production and floriculture is a special-
fzed field and most agents have little training in this field, the
specialists were called upon to visit 50 commrcial organizations to advise
on production problems. Many of these calls could have been handled by
ageate, if they had had training in ornamental horticulture.

Work with Registered Nurserymen
At the pre time there are 522 reglstered nurserymen in Virginis

with an estimated 9,039 scres devoted to the growing of ornamental plants.
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The nursery industry is & growing industry and it looks to the Extension

division of the Department of Horticulture for help as follows:

1. Keeping the industry aware of the latest research developments

in the fidis of sursery msnagement.

« Assistance in providing training epportunities for members of
the industry.

« Guidance especially for new members of the iadustry.

« Providing an educational program to help promote greater pride
by Virginians in hows and commnity besutification.
specialists served the nursery industry through
educational meetings,
training scheols,

a monthly news letter,

meeting with committees and directors,
visits to nurseries, and

letters about special problems.

A Landscape Short C was held in Pairfax County for Virginia

Wurserymen. The specialists in cooperation with the Fekfax Extension
Office arranged for instructeors for this Shert Course. Extension
specialists and research workers from the VPI departments of Plant
Pathology, Plant Physioleogy, Agronomy, Entomology and Horticulture
served as instructers at this scheol.

At the ancual meeting of the Virginis Nurserymen's Asseciation
which was held in January snd the summer meeting held in June, the
specialists in this project assisted the nurserymea in helping to

organize the education aspects of these meetings. At the ansual




meeting an education exhibit was set up.

Nork with Florists

At the preseat time the Virghia florists are not organised
state-wide like the Virginis Nurserymen's Associstion. Some of
the florists are assoclated with the Tri-State Growers' Association
which includes florists from Virginia, Tennessee, and North Carolina.
During the year, neo special training programs were held by the horti-
cultural specialists for florists. Twenty visits were made to ine

dividual florists establishments to advise on greenhouse production

problems. Approximately 25 requests were received from people seeking

advice concerning the advisability of emring soms phase of the
floriculture industry.
York with Bulb Growers

During the yuar research and Exteasion work was carried on with
the daffodil growers in sastern Virgionda. The results of the latest

experimental findings were made svailable to the growers in & report
fssued ia April. Io the fail one of the specialist assigned to this
project met with the growers during & two day short course and took
part in the formal program and in the general discussions.
During the year with the county agents of Gloucestar and Mathews,
visits were made to buldb growers to advise om production problems.
York with Profsssional Vorkers in lLandscape Design and Turf{ Menagement
A major problem fecing professicasl ormamental workers associated
with golf courses, roadside beautification, parks, cemsteriss and public
grounds is the rising cost of metedhls and labor. Professional workers
in these areas spend large sume of money and are especially anxious to
gt the best results possible. For example during 1959, the highway




department used approximately 750 tons of fertilizer and 63,000
pounds of seed. It is estimated that contractors used approximately

2,000 tons of fertilimer and 150,000 pounds of seed. Thers were

approximately 985 trees planted and 5,000 shrubs. This rep
expenditure of approximately 1,000,000 dollars.

For several years now these professional workers have looked to
the horticulural department for assistance in keeping up-to-date for
the latest recommendations in order to use their allotted money wisely.

In order to service this group, the Amnual Landscape Short Course was

again held at VPI. The departmsats of Agronomy, Entemology, Plant
Pathology, Plant Physiology cooperated in assisting the horticultural
department in presenting the Sixth Aunual Landscape Short Coutse. See
exhibit No. 2 for program details.

For those professionally interested in turf a Turfgress Field Day
was held at Blacksburg where the latest turf research information was
interpreted by the Extension Personnel. During the year assistance was

given to three Turfgrass Associations, The Tidewater, Central and

Virginia's in helping them to sponsor educational programs during their

regular meetings. Assistance im planning a turfgrass cenference for
1961 was given.
4=H Grounds icat

During the year 6,758 boys and girls were enrelled in the

4-H project. A further tabulation is shown on the able on the next

page.




BEAUTIVICATION OF HOME GROUNDS

White

Members Enrolled
5,596

383

Negreo
Members Enrelled
1,648

131

——




Tais project has & wide appeal because boys and girls in 83
white counties salected this preject.

The Plant Virginia Asseciation Incorporated demated §160 to assist
in sponsoring the 4-H Home Crounds Besutification Projects. The money
was used as follows:

§ 37.50 - Bond for state award

120,00 « District award of scholarship trip to state 4-H Short Course
2,50 ~ Ribbon and contest expenses
.00

Through the generosity of the Plant Virginia Association it was
possible to award 12 scholarships to the 4~H Short Course. To win the
scholarship the 4-H boy er girl had to win or be rummer-up in & district
landscape contest. The scholarship vinners competed at Blacksburg during
the annual 4-H Short Course for the state award. John Bartholomew of

Charlotte County was the winner and the title of his demounstration was

Landscaping the Home Grounds.
Warren Nelson of Nelren County was the 1960 wianer for Beautification

of Home Grounds Achievement Award for the best Record Book.

He reports, "My nursery was the seans vherein I was able to beaut~
ify my home and grounds. My nursery has enabled me to landscape our
entire lawn and it returned me over §1,050 in cash sales to nurseries,
This meney, in turn, enabled my father to purchase a $800 central heating
system for our home and te install a bathroom with shower-bath.

Virginia had a Nationsl Wimner in the Home Grounds Achisvement
Contest Pregram. Betty Amn Lee of Princess Anne County was named one of
tha 1960 National winners which provided her with a trip to the Natienal

4L Club Congress and a §100 schelarshp. Betty Ann says the 4R
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Beautification of Home Grounds Project has been of great value to
her a8 an individual as well as to her family.
Garden Clubs

At the present time there are approximstely 25,000 garden club
members in the Virginia Federation of Garden Clubs, the Garden Clubd
of Virginia snd in non-federated clubs.

These organizacions are interested in making Virginia more
attractive through their beautification programs which include

conservation, roadside beautification, landscaping of public buildings,

anti-litterbug activities and the restoration of historic gardens and

public shrines. In addition, the state garden club orgamkations com~
ducted educationsl programs in horticulture, landscape design, and
flower arvanging.

Since the aims of the garden club organizations are quite similar
to this over-all project the specislist assipted the garden club organ-
fzaction as follows:

1. Co-sponsored two state~wide Landscape Design Study Courses.

The purpose of these study programs is to help educate garden
club members and the genaral public to know good landscape
practice and to serve as guardiasns and critics on outdoor beauty
in Virginia. Fifty gerden club leaders have now completed the
first series of four Landscape Study Courses that have been
offered.

Co-sponsored two state-wide Flower Show Schools.

The average atendance for these two schools was 200. The

purpose of these schools are to train garden club women in the




art of flower arrvanging, primciples of horticulture and how te
Judge at flower shows.

3. The specialist lectured at twenty-four meetings sponsored by the
garden clubs.

In addition the specialist supplied subject matter material for

parden club leaders to sseit them in preparing talks for individual

club metings. Slide sets were made available to ciub leaders. MNouthly

landscape Notes were made svailable to garden club presidents. Many
clube reported that these horticultursl notes giving timely landscape
and horticultural hints were read st the monthly cludb msetings.
H. Gemeral Pubiic

The horticitural department of the VPI Extension Service has beea
wajor agency in the state where individuals can write or telephone for
informstion on problems dealing with ormamental horticulture. Over
3,348 letters were written giving advice. The majority of requests for
information were on

Asaleas

noses

Establshing and Meintaining Lawns

Selection of Trees and Shrube

501l Report Recommendation

House ?lants

Pruning

Culture of Bulbs

Propagation

Commnity Besutification

Many of the letters involved ressarch and yere time-consuming.




During the month of August the Garden Lovers' Short Course was
held. This course is primarily for the homeowners and amateur horte~
fculturists interested in keeping abreast of the latest research
in the field of ornamental horticulturs and general horticulture, A
Twenty-Fifth Aaniversary Program was held.

Plant Socleties

In Virginia there are now several chapters of national plant
societies. Many of these socleties look to the V.P.I., Horticultural
Department for guidance. The specialists during the year furnished
information or assisted in the program sctivities of the following
plant societies:

American Helly Seclety

Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the American Rhododendron Seciety

American Daffodil Seclaty

American Camellia Society (Nerfolk Chapter)

American Rose Soclety (Roanoks snd Richmond Chapters)
Regional Pr

During the year no special extension programs were conducted by

the specialists in this preoject that ilavelved other states.
- - A alsa

In the Plan of Work for 1960 it was stated that emphasis will be
placed on working with the following:

Extension Agents

Garden Club Officials and Leaders

Home Demonstration Club Leaders




Plant Societies

Registered Burserymen

Florists

Professional Landecape and Horticultursl Workers

Officials of the Plant Virginia Association

Homeownor:

Youth Groups (4-H and Junior Garden Clubs)

Parm and Home Development Workars

Work was carried out in all of these sreas. GSince it wes not
possible with the limited persommel assigned to this project to ade~
quately meet all the requests it vas necessary to limit sowe of the
sctivities. Priority was given to group programs over individual re-
quests. BExcellent cooperation snd assistence was received (rom the fol-
lowing groups:

Virginia Agricultursl Extension Agents

Virginia Department of Highways - Landecape Division

Virginia Federation of Garden Clubs

The Garden Club of Virginia

Virginia Turf Association

Tidewater Turf Association

Cantral Turf Association

Plant Virginia Association

Virginia Murserymen's Association

Virginia Florists

Pivision of Plant Industry - State Department of Agriculture

V. P. 1. Departments
Departwent of Building and Grouads
Agronomy
Plant Phsiology snd Plant Pathology




Entomology
Architectural and City Plamming
Soil Conservation
4=l Department
Information Publicetions
Agricultural Engincering
Forestry
Greater use was made of the wonthly Landscape Motes to reach
& greater aumber of people. Lack of tise limited the preparation
of new publications In the coming year the over-all program could
be strengthened by devoting more time to publications. In order te
find time for publications it will be necessary to carefully examine
all requests from the county agents and others to sliminate requests
that are chiefly in the personsl service category.
IV, SPECIAL REPORT
Sisnificent Stery
For twe years the horticultural specialists have been preparing
monthly landscape Notes. Originally these notes were prepared only for
the County Extension Agents in order Lo koeep them informed on timely
horticultural information. When each Lssue was prepared an effort was
made to anticipate the inquiries most likely to be veceived by the agents
during the coming month and to furnish informetion that will help the
Agent to answer telephone or other inquiriss. It was also envisionsd
that the Landscape Notes would be used as source msterial for radio
talks and for agents writing weekly colusms in the local or ceunty
nevspapers .
Nowever, greater use is now being wade of these Landscape Notes.

Originally less than a 1,000 copies wers distributed per month., The

agents are nov requesting additional copies and at the present time

around 10,000 are being distributed esch month.




The agents have requested these notes for such groups as
the following:
Home Demonstration Leaders

County Chairmen of the Home Demonstrat ion lome and Community
Beautilicacion Project

Horticultural Chalrwen of Gardean Clubs

4=H Home Grounds Beautification Leaders

Professional Horticultural Workers and Amateur Horticulturists

In general the couaty Extension agents are responsible for dise
tribution of these notes. Only & limited mailing list is maintained
heve at V.P.1.

Other uses are belng wade of these mouthly publications. The
Editorial Department uses some of the materisl in preparing horticulbural
articles for news relecases. Coples of these notes are being mailed direct
to the members of the nursery industry and to certain state agencies cone
cerned in the maintenance of public grounds.

It Ls difficult to estimate how meny folks beyond the 10,000 copies
that are distributed are benefiting from these notes. Many folks indirectly
are reached through the radio and newspaper relesases. A great oumber of
folks are hearing reports at their gardem club and home demonstrationm club
metings on timely horticultural iaformation that are based on the Landscape

Notes even though they do not actually receive a copy of the Landscape Notes.

These Landscape Notes are one example of & techaique for resching & large

number of homeowners with timely horticultural information.




STATISTICS

Days in Officeccccccccccccccncnccanccccncccccncccnncacana B
Days in Fleldecoccsccnsnnnncnnnncccvccncncncncnnns PO ——
Miles Traveledeccccccnccnccccnnnsosnncsconncosnsnsscnnsncsanas
Farm or Home Visitgecccccccccnonene

Leader Training Mectingse--cscocccccccccnccnnscnccsascnscnnnnns

Conferences with Extension Agentessccccccccccccccccsncnnnnns -

Leaflets Preparede ceccccccccsccnscscnccncsncccncnssnensanasnns
Circular Lettergseseccocsscccnccnncnnnsccnaccccnccacaccccncnns
Slide Sets Loaned-=sescsccsccsccscsncnrscnnccncncsnccnsaccncns
Public Projectacsccccccammscccsnnccccannsnccsnnsssonesconcscncn
Home Visitsecocncnnnan e sssssssssssn s

Talks to Groupseccecccccccan cessssscssssscescn e e
Radio and TV Programsceccccccccccoscosccncccncen cncnsnsaran —
News Articlesccccccccnna R s

Agent Training Schoolsevccccceas B e T T T T S ———

Tours or Field Dayseccccccncsccncscnsscnncsassassnosnsnannnnse

270
178
25,105
169

27

142

2




VI Exmmsirs

Exhibit 1 Landscape Design

Exhibie Sixth Annwual Landscape Short Course
Exhibic Garden Lovers' Short Course

Exhibic Course Three of the Flower Show School
Exhibic Advanced Course in Flower Show Judging
Exhibit Landscape Notes

Exhibit Fairfax Institute

Exhibit 8§ Virginia Nurserymen's Assodation News Letter

Exhibit 9 Mape




Virginia Federation
of Garden Clubs

memais
National Council of
State Garden Clubs, Inc.

IN COOPERATION WITH THE

Dept. of Horticulture, V.P.I.




Sixth Annual
LANDSCAPE SHORT COURSE

VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE
BLACKSBURG, VIRGINIA

May 4, 5. 6, 1960

Bponsors

VPL AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS




GARDEN LOVERS'
SHORT COURSE

AUGUST 1.5, 1960

Virginia Polytechnic Institute
Blacksburg, Virginia

2

AGrICULTURAL Exvension Smmvice, V. P. 1.
BLACKSBURG, VIRGINIA




Course Three
of
Che Flower Show School

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF STATE GARDEN CLUBS

Incorporated

Sponsored by

The Virginia Federation of Garden Clubs

AUGUST 1-4, 1960

V.P. L. CAMPUS

Blacksburg, Virginia

In cooperation with

THE DEPARTMENT OF HORTICULTURE
VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE

Blacksburg, Virginia




ADVANCED COURSE

in

FLOWER SHOW JUDGING
National Council of State Gardem Clubs, Inc.

Sponsored by
VIRGINIA COUNCIL OF ACCREDITED FLOWER SHOW JUDGES

MARCH 29, 30, 31, 1960

OLD DOMINION ROOM — MILLER & RHOADS
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

In cooperation with
I'HE VIRGINIA FEDERATION GF GARDEN CLUBS

and

'HE DEPARTMENT OF HORTICULTURE,
VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE

Blacksburg, Virginia
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From trees or shrubs that normally bloom early, select branches that are well
supplied with flower buds, Place the branches in a jar of water in a cool room,.
After the buds swell move them into a room at ordinary room temperature, Branches
of easily forced bloom, such as forsythia, can be placed in a location at crdinary
room temperature from th tart. Quicker results can be obtained by immersing

the branches in warm water hen they are first brought into the house for tem to
fifteen minutes, ringing he branches every day with water will help to hasten
the swelling of the bud cut the stems and change the water occasionally.

Brang _ea
Chaenome les japonica)
Forsythia (varicus forsythias)
inter asmine Jasminum nudiflorum)
Spirea (Spiraea thunbergi -~ S, prunifolia)
Cornelian cherry (Cornus mas)
Redbud (Cercis canadensis)
iinter or fragrant honeysuckle (Lonicera fragrantissima)
shadblow (Ame lanchier canadensis)
Star Magnolia (Magnolia stellata)
Flowering Crabapples (Various wmalus)
Flcwering Cherries (Various prunus)
Viburnums (Varicus viburnums)

Check Pansies - Pansies planted last fall may need to be pressed back in place
if frost has heaved them ocut of the ground,

talog time -~ Study your zarden catalogs and plan your annual and perennial
borders, Now is a good time to place your seed order,

Starting a New Lawn - The best time for sowing Kentucky bluegrass grass seed is
late August or September. airly spring is the next best time. If the ground is
ready and the )il is not too wet, sow seed in early March, Do not work the soil
when it is wet, For complete details on lawns, see Extension Bulletin 243,

Time to Visit Nurserymen - If you are planning to set out trees or shrubs this
spring, plan your landscaping now. Visit your nurseryman in March as he will

have more time to assist you with your landscape problems now. Select your

plants and they will be tagged for delivery later in the spring. Early shoppers
will have a wider selection to choose from and will be able to select choice plants.

If you need help in choosing material for foundation plantings, bring a photograph
of your home with you when you visit the . It will help him to guide you
in the proper selection of plants for your home,

Keep in mind that the basic purpose of foundation planting is to help create an

over-all pleasing composition, Think first in terms of trees and shrudb masses and
hey may be bl gether, Take time to visualize how large these trees
hrub should | years to come, If you know ahead of time that for the




best landscape effect the plantings at the eorners should be about five feet
tall, select a plant that normally grows about that height, or be prepared to
start pruning as the plant approaches the preferred height.

To create a pleasing composition it may be desirable to accent the doorway, to
soften the lines of the house, to tie the various plant groups together, as well
as to provide shade, framing, and a suitable background, Having too many vertical
forms and too many different types of plants are mistakes often made in designing
foundation plantings. Failure to understand how or when to prune is often
responsible for the poor condition of foundatien plantings,

Starting Annuals Indoors

Early March is the time to plant the seeds of plants which take a long time
to germinate, such as Lobelia, Ageratum, Verbena, Petunia, Scabiosa, Tihonia,
etc, For others, follow directions on seed packets.

Prepare a soil mixture of:

1/3 garden loam
1/3 sharp sand
1/3 peatmoss or leafmold

Mix it well and fill shallow boxes (flats) or shallow pots. Plant in straight
rows and mark each with a label,

To prevent damping-off, sterilize the soil, The home owner who grows only a
few flats of seeds can place a pan of moist soil mixture in the oven for
two hours at 250°F.

After the seeds are planted, water from below by setting the flat in a tray
of water, Do not allow the flat to become soggy, but keep the soil moist,

For further details see Extension Circular 764, Starting Early Plants.

Growing Plants in the Cold Frame or Hot Bed

Home owners that plan to get n c-‘lrly start in growing annuals, perennials, or
vegetables may want to use a cold frame orbot bed instead of attempting to start
the plants inside the home, Now is the time to sow seed for this type of

operation,

Cold frames are useful also for hardening plants started in the house,

Check Your Foundation Planting
March is a good time to move shrubs, Check to see if some of the plants are
being crowded, Remove the ones that are too close.




Dehorning or Heading-Back

The practice of topping trees in Virginia is wide-spread. Dehorning or
"heading -back" often creates problems instead of fulfilling corrective needs.
Tree pruning should aid in improving the general welfare and appearance of
plants.

A dehornmed tree has lost its landscape beauty, If a tree is too tall, remove
and replace with a tree that will be in proper scale for the landscape develop-

Scale Insects

While the plant AT t l dormant, it is easy to observe scale insects, Lilac,
privet, euonymous, anip 1ll fruit stock, English laurel and cotoneaster are
especially susceptibl o scale, Use a dormant oil spray and follow directions
on the container,

Dormant sprays should not be applied when the temperature is below 40°-45°F,
Avoid spraying in the late afternoon if there is danger of freezing.

The Flower Garden

The mulch which was put on the flower borders last fall may be gradually removed,

or if the mulch was of manure, sawdust, or peanut hulls, it should be worked into

the soil in or to increase the organic matter content, Organic matter in the
il improv he water holding capacity and soil aeration,

Lime may be icas wer the flower borders if the soil is in an acid con-
dition,

A complete fertilizer, such as 5-10-5, may be spread around the spring flowering
bulbs and perennial plants which will scon be starting into active growth,

Stem cuttings of coleus and geraniums may be taken now, and rooted to be planted
cutdoors.

Winter Injury

This winter has been very hard on many broadleaf evergreens and the follage has
been severely damaged. Boxwoods, Chinese hollies and evergreen privets look
especially bad, Do not be in too much of a hurry to cut these plants back.
Jait and see whether new growth is going to develop before pruning. Foliage
which is damaged by winter injury is often replaced by new leaves; and by the
end of the spring the plant looks normal again., Stems which have been com=-
pletely killed should be pruned,
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Total counties visited by the Specialists in 1959.




Number of counties participating in
4-H Home Grounds Beautification Preject.

Total Eanrullment - 7758
Total Completing - 5361
Number of counties participating - 91




Number of Reglstered Nurserymen by counties.
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