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BRIEF DESCEIPTION OF COUNW ORGANIZATION

The Assistant County MRnt in charge of A~H Club work,
N. B. landis, is a graduate of Virginia Polytechnic Institute,
fe has been with the fxtension Service more then sixteen years
and club agent in the countlies <“ arren, Page and Clarke more
than eleven years,

The Extension Stenographer 1s a graduate of the local hgh
school and of the wchester “usiness College, She had worked
two years in ¢ local lawyer's office before coming to the County
Agent's office in March, 1947.

The County Agent is a graduate of the University of Delaware,
a8 with the Farm Security Administration before jolning the Vir-
ginla Extension Service in 1943, FHe came to Clarke County soon
L?:on‘tcr and has been here ever since,

Iv. I

® There are about 250,000 apple and peach trees in Clarke County
thet supply applegfor market and home use and from at least 200,000
trees fruit is sold in the commercial market to eamm as much for a
@ten apple growers as all the rest of the farmers earn from the sale
of livestock crops and others from the fam.

Pastures are good and beef ralsing is in second place as a2
wans of income for the farmers of Clarke County, Hogs follow
‘oee behind the beef and sheep are close behind the hogs, Dairy-
ing, and then in good years the sale of grains and hay, would about
conciude the larger income groups on the famm,

Soil testing

ol is basic to human existence and more nd more farmers in
Clarie County are realiszing this fact and having thelir soll tested
for producing elements, "hen the agent first advised loecal farmers
that soll testing service was avallable, ninety pereent of those having
thelr soll tested t Lret year were people living on the manor estates.
™is year at least ’;--r'-en' f those having thelr soll tested were
dirt farmers who dep on income from their farm for the well being
of their families, All farmers are finding after the tests have been
nade that the suggested applications of fertiliszers and lime are very
wortimhile, They report that the recommendations have saved them money
as someone had told them before the tests were made to apply four or
five tons of lime per acre and a thousand pounds of a A=12-4 fertilizer
per acre, Tests showed that the pH of 6.3 and a content of fair plus
for phosphoric aci nd falr for potash, that an application of two
tons of marl (calecimm carbonate) and 500 pounds of 2«12-12 fertilizer
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per acre would give better results for the top dressing of a mixed
grass crop than the original suggestion. This saved farmers several
hundred dollars. ©

The voeational agricultural teacher made soll tests on the farms
of several of the boys in his classes and used the results for some of
his Lut‘io—.n. teaching. e vocational agricultural teacher in the
colored high school did the same thing on some of the farme where the
boys in his classes were working and reported that the colored owners
and tenants were very apprecistive of the suggestions. Several of

w veterans who were members of the veterans-on-the-farm training
program also had the soll tested on the farms which they were buying
or renting end reported good results from the application of the
reconmended lime and fertiliser. As the year ends there are seversl
agplications on ha from farmers to have their soll tested,

Sof) of the ap .l.ymer-. had the solil tested around their stay-
apple trees to determin if the lack of someclements would cause
severe cracking which has occurred in this variety for the past
years, The tests do not show that the lack of soil nutrients
the cause of the eracking.

Hybrid Corn
(a) Oeneral

fore and more farmers are using hybrid seed corn and in
1949 about ninety percent of the corn planted was from hybrid seed.
A few farmers still contend that they have gotten such good resulte
from open pollffted corn that they are afraid to try hybrid coms.
. fow fammers reported that they could not buy sny hybrid corn when
they were ready to plant a consequently had to take open pollinated
seec carn.

h@ the hybrid corn tests were held in the fall of the yesr
each farmer was questioned as to the wvariety of hybrid he and his
neighbors were growing., At least {ifty percent of the screage planted
to corn this year was from the variety U,S5.«13. It has been the ob-
servation of L} a t that the various plant breeders who are pro=
ducing the U.S5.,~13 seed in this section are doing a good job, becsuse
mosfgof the plantings look similar ss they approach the harvest period,
Local farmers are now looking for a hybrid corn that will outyield the
UeBe=13 and mature in a little sh er period., 1t has been proven
so fangthat most of the hybrids h mature in 100-110 days will not
produce as avy yiel of corn as the U.5.,~13 which matures in 120-
125 days.

This year elght different verieties of hybrid corn were made
available through the Agronomy Department of the Virginis Sxtension
Service. These varietlies were: U.85.-13, U.5,-357, Wards 12, Pioneer
03, Illinals 200, Punks 515<%, Floneer 510, and Indiana 750. The
last Lheee were vwhite varieties for whicihythere is wery little demand
in this county. few farmers used some of the white corn varieties
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to fill their silos. There was sufficlent seed svailable so that
nine farmers in the County had sged enough to plant sbout s gquarter
of, acre of each variety. On ptember 1lith ir. P, H, Dellart,

He¥® of the Agronomy section of the Virginia Extension Service,
conducted corn-lybrid demonstrations on a farmm in each of the four
nagisterial -tﬂ“ ets in the County.

Only One of these farms had held a corn hybrid demonstration
efore, This year the demonstrations were held on the fams of
John Dove, Berkeley Harris, Arthur Shiley and Arthur Buckley.

On the John love farm, the corn had not been cultivated since
it was planted, and vwhen the corn was about two feet tall Mr. Dove
sprayed the weeds wit} eed dller., A few weeds were just be-
Anaaing to show themselves in the corn and the corn looked good.
he group of farme attending the demonstreation liked Warde-12
about as well as any vari . r. Delart pointed out that this
variety matured about the same time as U S.-13. Illineis 200
as produciny very nice ear of corn, but it matured about a
week or ten days later than U,5.=13. Fioneer 303 had already
matured, but the ears were small and so was the fodder, Those
present figured that the best use that could be made of this
orn would be to plant this variety in a fleld that pert of it
had to be replanted joth the white varieties looked well and
re Deflart sail hat Indi 750 (a white variety) was about the
most ideal hybr sorn that had been found so far, but that very
few folke in this territory liked ite corn.

@ o

n the Berkeley Harris Farm, Anos Tomblin, farmer for lrs.

« ¥, Sommaripa, planted four yellow varieties, two white varieties
nd four varieties of the Defalb corn. The numbers on these in

@ order of plentings starting st the gate and golng towards the
road were: Funks 515-9, Ploneer 303, U.5.-357, Wards-12, U.8.~13,
efald 802, DeFalb 850, DeKalb 840 and DeKalb 275, The latter
variety looked the best to the farmers present., It had 2 good
sized ear that was sbout ready to harvest, there was an sbundamece
of fodder and the corn was all standing up well, though some of the
other hybrids were practically down., The four rows of Ploneer 303
had the misfortune to be planted over sn old road bed and the entire
crop was a bunch of nubbins, VNr, B. 5. MeKay of Millwood sa’d that
he expected to bring some of these nubbine to the county fair and
show people what kind of corn the County Agent was advising people
to ralse in Clarke C ty. 3

Arthur Shiley, = Imest of White Fost, had planted five
varieties of Fioneer ¢ on his father's farm. These varieties
weve Ploneer 510 (white), 300, 313-D, 373 and 332A. These varieties
were planted in eight rows esach and each wariety was in a different
shade of green, ite a plcture ss the group looked down on the
field as they stood in front of the bam. re« Shiley had used
Floneer 510 for k neilage corn and oncer 332 for his main crop.
Most of thowse nt expected to use a corn picker and liked Fioneer
373 the gest Lhe lot, because it was already mature and ready to
ploked “\?e the fodder wes still somewhat green, This early maturity
ould give fol ac ee to g ir corn picked, the stalks disked
in and wheat plante ir f October,




All these wvarieties were grown on the farm whieh Frank W, Travers
of Wadesville was renting this year. This famm was located just back
of M¥rs, Mattie Swimley's farm near Swimley. Then on William Maclntosh's
farm which adjolns Holmes llardesty nd en Grove's fams, two of
the white varieties, namely Floncer 510 and Funiks 0=515-F were gromn,

®

n the Alle ierson farm on the east side of the Shenandos

iver about three miles upstrean from the Castleman's Ferry Bridge,
the five yellow varieties and the two white verieties mentioned in
the previous paragraph wére planted The high water in June washed
all the white corn out of this demordStration plot, but the yellow
orn 1s alrigh Te reon expects to start another demon-
stration next yeang

ntal

Sperinment Station contifhed their experimental
rbrids ich would yield well and mature
servation: one that would pieck well witi

e of the midsilking dates and height of

in the folloming tables, but up to the time of

1 the various varieties and the name or




Date of Coun Height of Ears
7/23 17/25 7/28 1 2 q

210" ?'2- rqn
‘05- AtB» 50"
40" 31200 31w
4V L1ge JI5n
LAl L 5ige 5110
4'0" 3100 3w
31110 g 4'2n
311" 3'gn L12n

ATI0" 4V9n At
30" A 3!6-
43" L0 L2n
U101 43 A'4"
3'9"  3NIe 3000
48" Ar6" A'5*
A'0"  415% 4010
AL 40" 44"
4'11" 5w 51
AVT® FAY L) 410"
AN 4010 40
AV 42 L6
L0 3'10" 40"
LI?" LIIL" LlO'!
45" 40"
40" 4'2"

AL L 5'1"‘
5' m b 5 .’l
A . 4"
S'C” L'l'."
A'O" A'0"
5'1" L')I
L6 LY
Jrge 900"
3'1" '3 ')l(""
L6 45"
At ) 42"
g 'd 3
32 AW L
64 311" 319"
53 4'O0" b
oy 40" 9 A'S"

The final results for the previous year on this same fam

iged & brolen £ lMoisture at Harvest
ot. Pet.

Va. 7441 8 1.7 22.5
Food V25A 82,6 2.8 22.6
Iowa 939 7 4.7 22.8
Ohio M7 11.0 22.8
Punk 029 175 1.2 23.1
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[c] '\. Pasture Improvement

The Flant Food Institute of Virginia and North Careline again
available to two farmers i larke County fertilizer material for a
pesture improvement demonst ion. The Clarke County Poard of Agri-
culture selected two fermers who they thought could meet the require~
ments for the proceedure, ne of thene farmers said that he could not
o it and the other reported that he would, but when the time came to
repare the ground ar lant the grass seed mixture he kept putting it
off until it was too late. o no pasture improvement ‘smonstration
was held in Clarke County this year, ome of the requirements which
had to be met were that the pasture had to be below averege to start
ith d shou or publiec highway. ost of the farmers in Clarke
ounty, and particularly those along the main roads, have their pase
tures well limec fertilize 0 that they were shove average. The
roduction anc > Mdministration program of ying part of the
bill for the application of lime, phosphate an otash has made the
wiority of farmers well aware of the wvalue of fertilizing and liming
thelir pesture land,

jarter HAll, one of the nor estates in the county, changed hands

n a new owner took over the iirst of the year. This new owner did
'all on the agent for consultstion as how to get rid of a» large crop
of broomsedge and improve his pasture land. oll tests were made of ali
the land and the amounts of lime and fertiliser was suggested from the
results of the soll tests. hen 1t was suggested that the pastures be
clipped two or three times during the year., On one 35 acre field »
corn crop had been harvested in 1948 and nothing had boen sceded on the
and, The owner agreed Lo fertilisze and lime the land in accordance
ith suggestion rd in five yeares to use the plot as » demonvtration
srea to prove that blue grass and white dutch clover will grow in this
section of the countr ithout planting. A good staand of blue grase is
lready in evidence in this field this fall.

A. Ladino Clover

A good many farmers in Clarke County blessed out the extension
service this y becsuse ladino clover seedlings early in the year
ere so lt : they bega asturing their animals on this crop
sarlier than usua consequently were bothered with bloat. The
agent 10 to advise farmers what to do locally when blost
id o ol erds and also information wes published in loecal
papers an out 1 orm letters sbout the cause of bloat and no
ore complaints were heare out the early outbreak of bloat. Cattle
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grazed on ladino clover and orchard grass and timothy combinations
did so well that the rajority of fammers had a tendency to over-
groge this pesture,

Two demonstrations were held®in the county during the year or
ladino <l r pastures and these demonstrations showed that with
proper -rm«"e'f. ladino clover furnished an unususlly pgood pasture
durdng the sumer time and ri t entire year,

rehard Urass

ore orchard grass seed arvested in the County this year
than in the previous year. The price offered for orchard gress seed
@as 11.75 @ shel for clean seed, A few farmers accepted §1.25 a
ushel for seed direct from the thresher. The aversge yelld on
1r:r'. grass reporte y farmers this year wae about fifteen bushel
er acre.

wng farmers in the county were cutting alfalfes for the
first tine L‘ln‘---er ind had considerable trouble because cold weather
produced the blossom ind they were walting 2 half blossom stand before
cutting. wery case were the agent saw this condition, he advised the
farmer to cut @ e alfalfa. ost of the farmers had made their first
’ the last of y but in some cases may have cut sfter
f June, ere farmers cut on a five week schedule for each
sive erop of hay, they re oMted some vory good alfalfs hay made
reaT . ceasionally farmers were delayed in the cultivation of
o or in the making of clover and timothy hay, consequently the
falfs did not get t for six to seven weeks after the previous cut-
ting and these farmers generelly reported that they ran into adverse
eather conditions i were not al)le to harvest a good erop of alfalfe
wy. Farmers are still reporting that a good application of fertiliser
top dressed on alfalfs in Fe ary or immedistely following the first
eutting helped conzl isiably to eliminste weeds and undesirable grasses

entering thelir alfalfas stand.
7. Certifhd Seed

™wo farmers in the County purchased certified seed in 1942 with
the idea of producing certified seed for sale, ne of these farmers
planted Valart wheat and the other Forkedeer cate. The VaNart wheat
produced about thirty bushels to the ascre and was approved by the fleld
t was turned dow r the bin inspector as not being properl
it had been cleaned by a seed dealer in an adjoining
'he farmer o produced the forkedeer oceta reports that she had
trouble selling the cats after they had been approved by both the field
inspector and the bhin inspector,. e claimed that the fifty certs per
ushel premiw ich she recelived for the ocets hardly paid for the clean-
ing bill, 1 ) hoped that re farmers will consider the pro-
fuction of ce that this seed can be avalilable to loecal
farmers,
-




The commercial producers poultry in Clarke County reported
that sale f broilers th: it the year gave them a rather poor
labor income, t nersl f r who had fifty B0 one hundred
laying hens rep return on egge was falrly good and
inereased his ome over nev s yoars. Turkey producers
epgerelly cut A the number o irds handled this year over pre-
vious 11 reported better sales returns on the birds

andled, o t rice of turkeys oa the live market was »

Qittle lower tha rear previous. A fem local farmers stated that

¢ r mad . rom the Beltsville white turkey

at the first of the year with the pube
oultry Couneil session which was held
] ange in whester on February 23rd and
24th, bou 3 ular letters were sent to poultry producers
in Northen irgind astern Test rginia, also notices were sent
to all the k yalt trade journals in this pert of the country,
s well newspapers in this part of Virginia and the esstern
mrt of Vest Vigginla. wen thou t eathor was sleety, sbout five

hudred poultr X cers turned out for the meeting.

i the Cla rice~Frederick Dalry Herd Improvement
reports that th >llier farm herd belonging to the
of 3 s igh herd in milk production wit
or com in September,

“e¢ supervisor
sciatior
tine rothers
wands per com

months old
rothers herd was on or pear
er com, but by sbu records
wproving the o ent of the
cre > that the; 1 tal the
old it | sptember. They are now shipping their
e of e most exacting markets for good milk in
> sttended the Far ur on the Stine Brothers
faworably impressed with the milking barmn and mil)
roved management practices ployed there,

i}k for the month of August wmas in the
ster, with 1928 pounds, The herd of
o just started milking cows oh
ullivan in Longmarsh District
herd in butterfat production
ounds of butterfat r cow and
* cow, but this was good enoug!




the high individual cow in
wt and 92.0 pounds in Sep
in milk production for S

butter-
tember,

rice=irederick D.H.I.A. include
Jones a olmes Hardosty of
foll Gate, and Vurl G, Hamnum of

reeding

1 Dreeding Association, Inc, decided
that somethin

s sectio
vesti ete d
section were
artinsburg, “est

ne prove the service to the farmers ir
M s - v ¢ > e

ar pointed a comnmittee to i
tee four

that some formers in this
cooperative breeding center in
orted that they vere well satisfled
ation proved that this center woulc
e glad to suppl mers in this section at a lower
iee than meubers f s ion were now paying. The executive
ttee of A he directors of the ceater st
seible transfer of

ith the results.

weburg embers
then calle mbers and put the facts
[ to transfer to the Vest

from the center at Culpeper,
serviee went into full operation.

raper cost and report that the percent
rom the Virginis ceater., New members are

ill probably be expanded to more farmers.

county were well pleased when one
nanagement and began buying barnyard
a® or low bacteris count. This lasted
four mont T hi lalry snnounced that they would not
*ollect anyth u . t 2 week later representatives
the Marylend is . O soclation mad sanvass of
the territory - t the uld start a2 collection route for
®ade milk and advis reral barnyard producers how they could

wve thelir milk to the Washington,

il shed, these su gestions and others

o were all ready ilk enlarged their herds, After
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went back to their
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onus for low ct

jairies 3 r "erX a good supply of milk and cream
the X X t

.o assist farmers in approving
ry farmers are constantly on the
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(e) Cross Breed

There are some very good cross bred cows and steers in the County,
are something like hybrid corn. The suceeeding genersations in most
cases get noorer - poorer ere are some of the latter cows d
steers in the county, too. The better sires fell of some this
past ar over the nee that was poor enongh. hile the
price on grade s0 close Lo the price on purebred
nimals there is for the farmers to purchase better
sires,.

o Farmers who breed Angus heifers to Hereford and Shorthorn bulls
enerslly run into ficulties with the first calf, but thereafter
o fairly well with these croes st of the beef cattle producers
in the county are asble now to produce fair gains on rotation pestures
ith very little grai reding.

s 2. Sheer

P ale
The local ram sale conducted at the Farmers livestock Exchan-e
just outside of "inchester produced good quality mems that sold for

pretty good price this year and much better than last year.

»ol

A few new consignrors this year brought the total poundage of
ool to more wool than was shipped last year,

Hghland Farms
« Smallwood
eid Pverly
b eunt
lor
isecarver
enshaw
iller

lLanhan




rice

".'- total ton ! t year amounted to 11,533 pounds less 283
for tare wel s broken down would amount to 10,312 pounds
r tied, 335 wds burry tied, 172 pounds lambs, 33 pounds of
125 pounds | 5 pounds of mohair and 252 pounds of tage.

fty cents on clear tied, forty cents on
lambs, thirty cents on gray or black,
final payment was three cents on

ten years that the cooperative sheep
retor. About twenty farmers in the county
shee;y A local custom operator bought
said that he sprayed and dipped

uret

The swine population in the county about held its own throughout
the year though the market generally was declining. The animals sold
at the two purebrec e W ood compared to the genersl market.

e results of the bred swine ssle held on February 4, 1949 are
ns follows
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he result of eglistered Hog Sale held on

raged
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The few draft roes which were sold at public suction during the
Jt bring very good préces and hardly pald the breeders for

® manr race horses and hunters bred in the county
received for most of these animels were satlie-
reeders thousrh the ere slightly less than in the year

% apple erop ¢ s not as wd as had been axpected earlier.
for the second ves i row cracled badly asnd the g producers
did not eve r this variety over the graders, but sent the
whole erop to ¢ 34 avo for a few of the smaller producers there

taymans

Yere v vy few go 2 ayman,

Lact with the Veather Buresu i ashe
on which would help them with their
smudge pot 14 r sons vserving bempereture readings at Kearneys-
ville, VWest : chest lerryville, Virginis, called ore




@

<]

reau i

[

Y

1

u.':(‘. Dorse;
thero

of

as

Dorsey
@ the warious stations

ceasionally infc
at e

ester

spot.s

urea
lay morning.

ils expected

1
i8

©

25 to
general
varietie

e

chill

here

o

or

f

eters at

2 PRED]
article goes on t
oreharas

causiry

L]

ut

26 degree

tea )

~any

orchards

and

he

threaterdng.
® conditions, u
lear siies
uring

than

vents

arth.
reading was 4

>

e

Locsl

ame

Thi

nan
an

4

t

.

e se
to

lethal

rir

P

eal

cloud

ng

press a

L)

searvice

The

i

r

radio sts

to discuss

held

a4

1

bee

nstret

shardiests
at int

on

1iote

t » temperstu

ave them the resding of the
tion was relayed to the eather
the Yeather Buresu would call

hem the tempersture readings ot
from midnight to daylight.

j¢ avallable to Moore & T sey
the evening paper

o article 1

T, UDGEFOT EADI « 1he

re of 22 degrees in the low
tondght. This word from the “eather

to pare to burn smudgepots sarly

nse cold of the next teenty-four hours

omorron. In general low temperature

pected over the Winchester apple growing area.

nd

Cul

Lor
re

ith farmers,

ht hurt some of the most asdvanced bude on

2 degrees in low spots could be » killin
rews will wateh the temperatures
repared to start the smudgepots
nd molsture conditions
sunset and bring night
frost formation. nder
and the chill is grester
eps the alr stirred up and pre-
undisturbed on the surface of the
is prediction was made the mercury
ith some clouds overhead., lost
e¢h the afternocon paper before it
sore & Dorsey's office had to call the
eould broadeast the information on
ularly stated time known Lo all orchardists.

local orchardists.

ture

rvice made svallable for the first time »
He was in the county in April

he nagenent of bee hives the good

certain varietlies of Apples. Then in
scuse winter mansgement of bees and to
ise of bees in polllisation.

A

88 were cut
erop is earlier
crop was

the spring freezes and producers re-
rices holding wp very well throughout




‘2. Vage‘vahfes

™&®ecald spring hel
local producers h ver
This year no local sweet
of July. Late did
factory year.

ro

3. rnamentals

ore anc
estates and

re oma

en The

farms

(r) De:

Bxtension-T.V.A,

o

back most of the early vegetables and
few tomatoes to go on the early market.
cown was on the sariet until the middle

well a wet producers reported a satis-

ntals are
of

being set out on the
the county.

wenor

strators

Narrative

b 11 of the
completed the
demonstrations
records are
soon after

elever
r record |
helir

o

of

emonstrators held 1
tration
1949 4 .
avote b

. t

farms

de

eclal

demonstrators
00

ams
order @
the

agent 1949 _ . O
iles travele

wmary

on the program in the county
for 1942 and most of them conducted
luring the year. ost of the 1949
they should be ready for checking
year, 11 are a little disappointed

to get any meta phosphate since 1947.

ical su y of activities and
19493 Total unit dem. farms
sctive to date _1l. 0. new unit
tal acree in all active fam
i esth, for testing Tl
taphosphate il .
acre phosphate
ooks turned
rked out
rogrem over Ll
over oars
der three years O
ive unit demonstrstion
est-demonstration material
value 3 1200, Os
1949 _3 . ere annual tinge
of visite to unit demon~
days devoted by agent
relative to above 400 . Days
strict agent to this program _1 .
to dem. Tarms ”: « Attendance
ews articles itten or

10 .«

tal
account
ith
) under

ct

radio




arm Unit Demonstrations

Percent growir Y d corn _100 ¥

Fercent growi

ercent establishing I " d orchard grass pastures _ 50 %

Percent sowin r pr g certified small grain _JOO ¥
reent adoptin 1l and water conservation practices,

strip-cropphng, ete, __10O0 ’

Percent own or patronizing registered sires, bulls, ete., 10U

ercent practicl etter far odland management X
ercent maki substantial e improvements 20

Famm labor

ost farrers reported an adequate supply of farm labor this yvar
little better cualit ork was received than in several
en some farmers put up with indifferent helj
available,

Agricul L "lapning

e majority of farmers in this territory plan their farming from
rear to year, though quit fe ave long time plans,  Two of the
fige farm families continued their farm end home plans made the year
;'.."1')\:." nd bot enoted progress, one in an ineresse in net worth

f considerable more stock than in the past, and

is drivewsy into the house and barn and has

produce ’ r erops and livestoek with improved pestures with ine
proved practices,

Cooperative, Ine. continued to serve local
tonnage this year was greater than last.
ve cent: ton less this yesr than last, FEveory-
one rvels t the marl bed ich has been producing such high
rade marl couid continue to do so, but there seems to be enoug!
good marl left to last several more years with no more taken out
than has en mined the last few years. The operstion showed a
profit for the ye : aid back to petrons in the form of
» dividend®

reener lLocker

™he freeser locker pl ent back into the selling of meat
products st retail and reported a profit for the year st the close
of busines ber d ith two good months shead should show
one of the ; E at they have had.

ine,

producers purchased stoex in this cooperative
erville, Virginla
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he inches @ "illing Cooperative, Inec.

here has lo been » need for » cooperative elevator in this
territory and t} ear & ! local farmers jumped at the
opportunity elonging

mas at :‘u*",i iin ounty .

perative milling company even though

1bly done in the county this year on improving
forest stands ar ‘eplanting of needed timber than ever hefore,
The state ester out of Staunton formed a loecsl forestry committee
and held demonstretions on local farms and also erulsed cuite 2 few
wood lots and made estimates of the amount of timber avallable f or
cutting. A great deal of information went out on "Keep Virginia
Creen”.,

(X) GCuidance ‘rogras

The agent continued tc meet with the veterans class on timely
sublgct matter such as eradicatlion of bangs disease, control of
nnﬁin, composition of solls in this county. Nost of the members
of‘,he class attended the fleld demonstrations and sttended other
meat ® which pertained to work that they were pursueing on their
individual farms.

Japanese Bectle Control
1.

o™ DeDeTe was "/ thout & doubt the cheapest and most effective cone
trol of the Japanene hectle of any of the insecticides used in this
territory. t \ found that beetles become immune to
DeDeTs poisoni ] ood many flies have done, wen though
an extensive spra TogT™ as launched to eradicste the beetle and
flie e sare time, more flies were present this year than the

year .

ost of the checks ere this material had been used showed some
dead beetle but most farmers on whose farms the material was put out
reported that they could not see that the disesse (milky white) had
’;, inated ver y of the beetle, lapbe future years will give a

® c“r leture i wasns of controlling the beetle., One of the
adjolning ) r the material so well that they suggested
that th untles of rginia in the infected ares request that a

® ;l.;*wnt‘ sllowed under the Agricultural Conservathon Frogram for
the practdce of applying the material. The local committee handling
the A.C,P, deeid that they dud nit have enough informstion to
recommend 1t: elus in the Froduction and rteting payments.




ack of the Court House and some

roade the amount of moisture every
and records it. At the end

of each week this is sent to the Vesther Buresu in Fichmond

whieh in turn compiles same with ststistics from other stations

n Virginia. This year there has been inches of rainfasll

of@neltec snow, f broken down into months the rainfall would be

ss follows:

one from
morning ot

3.32
2.9%
2.%
3.69
bedd
1.52
4.11

The Clarke County Chapter of the Issak Walton League of America

Lhat the Shenandoah Flver which had been so badly polluted
wildlife had been cleared
bass and other fish there

had reports
below Front foyal thet it would not support
ap so 'M local people were catching a few
now,.
The pter feell that they needed » project to wark on slected
Lo Loy Lo get lendowners to post their land for five years and not
They solicited the help of the
agent in pettin: this job done and about 3500 scres of famm land was
% included in the preserve. The Soil Conservstion Service furnished
‘ ffin corn, roy beans and buckwheat to the land owners who would
put. them ovt, A eck this fall showed that all the feed plants had
bean eaten cuite extensively and farmers were reporting more cquail

& in ‘evidence thin for a long time.

Y allow sny hunting of cusil thereon.

vi. ‘-'4 CLUB MWORK
be rganization
The 4=H elu .v.,'_.,,... in Clarke County with sgricultural projects

ere orgsnised into seven community clubs, These clubs are well dis-
tributed over the Count ind in localities where there is large
unber of A=/ me . e groups are devided into two or more clubs
ceordingly to » or school grade. These 4-H clubs are located in
the followi communities: ine Orove, Hout, Marvin Chapel, two
roups at Borce two groups at Berryville., lNost of these clubs

‘ held regular meetinge ch month, The first meeting of the year was
devoted to m-orgsnization and planning or outlining the 4~l club work

. -2l -




for the cominr year ther meetings were given to timely
demonstralio 1 ct work such balancing the ration
constructlo [ self feeder for s brooding baby chicks and

also dise inte ! rouy d community

r federation of sll the ity
h-H b = p urpose the unification of County 4~H Club
work, & s f definite goal or objective towards whiet
21l clubs woul y to accomplish. The Counclil also sponsors
anty-nide a v 1 The membership of the County Counecil is
msde ) h ficers and adult leaders of all the community
clubs,

The project » nith C ke County A~H Club members was largely
ith lives poul ry vegetable gardens s few corn and po-
tato project

livestoc o { boys produced 5C head of fat hogs which
Lther nold on e or slaughtered for the home meat supply.
the care and management of 3 milk cows
and litter projects were handled by
produced 60 plge an average of 12
‘i; e per li

the poultry worl yve carried thelr projeet to completion,
ey ralsed 2025 head of chickens which were largely broilers and &
few replacement layers.

The crop and vegetable project was conducted with 35 boys
planting, cultivating and harvesting. Approximately 11 ascres of
vesetables, re either sold ss fresh vegetshbles or used for
the family food suppl ither as fresh vegetsbles, canned, dried,
or stored for future use. Two boys put out one half aere of irish

tatoes t 1 yleld from this planting was 190 bushels. Two
‘-t;yx.»l'ria~ Lthelr corn project to completion. Their work was done
on 3-3/4 acres with & total yield of 260 bushels, One boy had his
torn messurvd for tge 100 bushel corn elub and his officlal ylelc
was 77 bushels per acre. ie had planted Boon County White, an open
poliinate 2t f

sontest was continued again this year.
to demonstrate the importance of
{ ricet, 1o the sdvantages of feeding
well bre 1 f a balanced ration. The plan
18 Lo have 4 enmbers start lz project between May 1 and May
10 and end abou t 5t It was recommended that sach
ember shoul i pd elect the beat three for the
hon, PFi t . i u between thirty and forty pounds
® ach at e beginni he feeding period and be
eeks ol \ ot be uniform i ize »




Three boys carrd is projeet to completion. In order
to help t ese bhoy Lo r animals to 2 good advantage a
three unty ; r nd Sale was held st the Front
Livestock Aact \ e mber 15th, The show wee held ir
the fore noor I sll snimale in the show were sold at suctlon
in the afterroon., Lswrence larrick, Jr. had the first price
en in ar wanty. illy Costello had second and Ficharc
iddler, who had two lace WMrd and fourth, The 12
hogs from Clarke u i & total of 2920 pounds, Average
weight wa 43 pound i sol or an sverage price of 322,04 per
undred weighrt,

f Clarke County donated «00 for prizes to the
oys exhibiting in this show,

e County Feir sponsored by the Clarke County 4 clubs,

«A was used to teke the place of Lne County A-H
chievenment 1is felr was held in the Community snd the ad-
jodaing lot. The business places in and around Clarke County con-
tributed liberally by of adds in the catalog to support this
event, The zgents and 4-1 members did considersble work to make
this fai% bisrger and better than those of previous years. All
departments of rm erops, vepetabler and livestock were filled
beyond the usual entries. 4-H club members displayed the best of
their project hich i2 an example of their schievements, This
exhibit was rell attended and the people of the county could see
for themselvers the results of Le or¥ in thelr county.

P. Camr

The District 4=H Q@ub Camp held in the Fowell's Fort Valley
the first week in July was atien v 7 boys from this county.
hile at camp these 4=H club boys learned much in the way of self-
reliance, » cooperation with other members of 2 group. They
130 receivec ining in leadership, handieraft and parliamentary
lam, The experienc nepiration these boys received at cem;
ill have a ng Ainfluence towards 4=H work. WNot only themselves,

Lhedir act!ions {11 influence others in the County.

eld twd meetings during the year. One

urpoese of electing officers and the other
rogram in the county.

WATTION
A. Organiszat.ion
The cou ¢ t » up ae follows: Chairman,
rpenter; V > n, Lrv rice; Regular member, V.
sunt, lst rnate, G. Sostelloy 2nd Alternate, Marolc

mers; Secratsrian r strieia Wynkoop. The community




®
committee | s follows: attletomn Magisterial District, Chalr~
an, R. Fo 3 ¥ -chairman, R, B. Smith, Jr.; Regular mem-
er, longett; ls ltornate, Gilbert ton; 2nd Alternste,
T ongmarsh Vagisterial District, Chairman, Kennet!
« Folhamus; Regular member, Denzil R,
scar U, Carr; 2nd alternste, James Veir.
trict, aiman, A. C. Buckley; Vice-
houser; Regular member, Owynne H, Jones; lst
son, 2nd alternate, Arthur Shiley. Chapel
hairman, H. L. Smallwood; Vice-chairman,
egular member, David R. lDonovan; lst
ernate, N, I, Humston.

About » five farmers in the county sold about ten thousand
bushels of hest } ywvernment under the eat Furchase program
of the Fruduction arveting Adninistration. These farmers re-
ceived in June of this yesr approximately 352,17 per bushel for the
wheat where the local market remained about f£1.85 per bushel through-
out the winter. A few producers vere refused purchase certificate
because they ha avel in their wheat, or the grain did not wei;

st least fifty ounds » bushel. A goodly propertion of the
wheat wel 1 t ushel or better.

TOgTH

There arplue of corn in this section daring the early
part of the and most buyers were paying one dollar and ten
cente to one lar a ousrter a bushel for the best corn. This
price hardly pa roducer for his production costs and about
fifteen farmers a1y yut seven thoussnd, five hundred pounds
of corn under t 2 omever, before time to deliver this

ov ent, 1l of it had been sold locally for about
ie 1.61 per bushel or better.

in the early winter of 1948-49 of selling
the eat purchase program and being paid in
or storing it on the famm and getting 2 loan
eiit Corporstion. ®A few farmers needed
his method, but in every case the wheat was
local market for the loan price or better.
£

farmmers of ginis had the cholce of selling their
sent under the corm purchase program or storing it
jetting » loan on same, Nost of the farmers need-
ed the money an ) date have selected the loan program rather than
the purchase progrem and hope that the price of cown next spring
will exceed the present rket level of about ninety cents a bushe
1.52 r bushel on No. 3 corn, e of
loan is that the corn must be in the eril
stir ood many farmers have not had
wuse thatl long.
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wen newspapers ar far sway as Nashington, D. C. have re-
uested success stories on farmers in the county and have pub-
lished the lor th pletures in the urban papers.

epresentatives of the Progressive Farmer and Southern
Agriculturist have “eer in the county and gotten information in
regard to local farmers a hav ublished same in articles ir

their magazines,

c letters
reular ers -

° There are od rany people that throw circular letters in
the waste basket without reading snd there are others who resd

and appreciste the contents of circular lettere. If asttendance

ot meetings 1= any indication of whether people read cireular
letters or not, then the answer would be that s very small per-
tentage of ple read circular letters. Over L00 circulars go
out announci ect matter discussions and 1if we have 15 farmers
present we have arge sudience, e have tried anlseting our cine
cular letters t ctures and this seems to help some,

(r

farmers re 2 it they are sorry they did not find County

ent in his office and the here are days when no one visgits the
office, and there arises the great question as to how one person can
be two places at the same time., The secretary in a County Agent's
office can be considersble help in giving people the bulletine and
other information that farm people need when the sgent is out in the
field. veryone said that when the AAA moved out of the County Agent's
office that very few farmers would ever visit the agent's office.
This has not proven the case here, as we have %5 slmost as mnany
callergysince the A moved away ss we had when they were in the
office. A specified time for the agent to be in the office would
probably help.

Selephone Calls

ore i more famers have telephones installed in their homes,
but we find it harder and harder to reach farm people because the
rural lines have so many people on them that it is hard to get
through to your rty when you think that they will be at home., In-
cwi:-,*.‘.u are more than ever and apparently this is a medium of
econtacting people that could not be reached elsewhere.

(F) Je ]

SubJect matter meetings should be the means of reasching a good
many farm people, but folks in this county do not care much for meet-
ings end yet every now and then the agent hears the statement: "this
county is too highly organiszed." It is true that there are 2 lot of
eetings, ut yo ally fi the same people at the different
wetings, rangir fre church through parent teachers associastions,




‘hamber of Commerce, Anerican lLegion, Lions Club, Red Cross, ete.
They finall et to the pofint that if you do not attend my meeting
then I will not sttend yours, and consequently most meetinge are

oorly attended.

his pest su r there was sting that the attendance far
exceeded the expectations of everyone. Four years ago s amall grouy
of farmers i profes 0'.1 orkers met in Vagerstown aryland to
ilscuss the probl faci the majority of farm ers in the

palachian area of the county yriginal zroup included farmere
from Fennsylvania, t pinls, Maryland. The next year they in-
ited a fe rmers and professional workers from Virginia to meet
ith them. ey !} i r discussion meeting which has been
held each of the n Hagerstown and has had sttendances
which averaged f 2 farmers.

ach summer they hol y field tour, the firet year it was
held in "ennsylvs ’ e next two in Maryland. This year West
Virginia « rginis vere asked to conduet the tour, est Virginia
said that it did not sult them, so Virginia took over. The sgent
from Clarke Count 28 oselected to set as chairman of the tour be-
Cause one of the farmms on ich the tour was to be held belonged to
the sgent in Frederick County. elininasry estimates were that
500-800 farmers would be on the tour this year. ome of the loeal
newspapers placed the estimate st one thousand.
e

unshine 1 clowds on August 19th alternated above the 1949

ir Stete Farm tour as record crowd of between 3,000 and 4,000

farners, | ement dea’.ers and professional agricultursl workers
turned out a e Yurl G, Hannum, I. Fred Stine and Herman Stine
fams to see demonstrations in modern agrerian technioues., After
300 cars had entered the Hannum farm the officials turned all other
ears to red ne nhere over fifteen hundred cars were
nariced

enonstrated on the nun farm was the plow sole fertiliger
attachments fertilizer attachments on cultivators for side
dre 30N Tis was in charge of J. s a8 farmer from
ephe ot V in i Dr. Re Thomas of the University
of Maryland; the applica f 2.4D on corn (Mr. Hanoum had planted
8 late crop of & C d ch was knee high st the time of the
damonstr-otion J 1€ r « M4, Shear, plant pathologist
from the Experinent » rginia Pelytechnle Institute.
o Dy Goodrie! e County end J. Carl Colner, Cous
\gent fro ans ount irginia, explained the features of
grain drying set u 14 1 corn erib and in grain bins. FRoland
« Fisher, Frederick Cou armer and A. K. Krewatch, agricultural
neer with niveraity of laryls explained the advantages
d operations of pi y bal and loading equipment, Final
nstration of » morni at of long hay making and blowing
iryers ich was shat f Calvin Tomblin, farmmenager of one

the hors 3 n Cl e County and W, H, Iyne, County Agent of

pa oc
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Fersonal visite
It 18 & grest 18

‘armers with the
therefore no o

hile one, hit it
sireular letters,
and their bulletin
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