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ne the smallest counties in the Ureat Valley of Virgiaia,
larren sty is located geogrephically most readily as the
county in which the North and South Fork of the famous Shenandosh
Kver unite, and flows as one to its Junetion with the Potomae.
Counties surrounding darren are as follows:
L South Rappahannock and Fage
lest
Nort! reas ek
Clarke
Fauguier
fine network of roads crisscross Warreer County. U, 8.
and 522 are the most important in this network;
widle 199 slles of county road, 139 miles improved and 60
alles non-luproved, make all sections of the county readily
accessible ront hoyal, th t, and to other

Lhie area,

valley countles, o M popular and talked

about soils in sarren County are of limestone origin. However,

only approximately 1/3 of the total area of the county has

limestone as its base., These solls are found primarily in

the Zast Cedarville Magisterial Listrict and along the South

Fork of Lhe Shenandoah extendin. into all 3 other districts.
®

A larger third of the solls of darren are of slate and shale

origin and are of decidedly inferior quality. These lay in the
®




TUATION
Fork and Nest Cedarville Ulstricts. 'hile the make up of soils
of the front Noysl and South Hiver Districts is predominately of
granodiorite and greenstone origin, which makes these soils
intermediste to the other two catinas in productivity rating.
w
ile some boosters of Warren Couaty would lead one to
believe it to be a highly industrialised county, rural living
is still decidedly in evidence and farming is the chief source
of county income,.
“A little bit of everything" is the by word of Warrem
farming, most farme have livestock, with the emphasis on
beef cattle, sheep, swine, dairying, or poultry. Tree
fruits are lmportant, also, to a lesser degree, small fruits
and truck farming.
IV. COUNTY ORGANIZATION
A. Situatio
Board of Agriculture consisting of 30 men and women,
sach chosen for his or her particular merits, was selected in
1952 and carried over to 1953. Since a workable date for this
meeting was n reed upon, no mestings were held. Those
Commodity Committes Chairmen usually appointed annually at
this meeting were therefore also carried over,
B. Geal
¥ork closely with Board of Agriculture,
C. Methods

Since no Uoard of Agriculture meeting was held the overall

.odnou.ion prograa wes handled through:
L d




JRGANIZATION

& Fersonal visits by agent,
Felephone and office visits,
News articles and redlo programs

field meetings, and tours.

nal letters,

planning was hampered by the Board of Agriculture not

schedule evolved by using the ideas of the agents,

nembers and others who were contacted through
the above mentioned media, The sxception to this rule was the

rronomy | rogras developed when the County igronosy Committee met,

Livestock
Situatio
Though most farm enterprises practicable in the valley
are carried on in darren County, it may be sald that livestock
is the basis of most operations. The 1950 census reporte 467 of
the county having beef animals totaling 4,795
head., A owine population of 4,997 was found in 395 farms) sheep,
farms; 1,599 dairy animals on 409 farms.
ave a general, well-rounded livestock plan
of animals, although special emphasis is

srticular speclalty such as cow=calfl herd or feeder

value of puretred sires, well selected has been

establlished over 2 period of years, and evidence of this thought




V. PROJECT ACTIVITI

is peadily seen in the quality of stock in all districts of

tho county,

to improve the quality, quantity and
of livestock in the county,
the number of daries in the county and

laprove those established,

ist cow and calf herd owners, especially in
ales,
articipate in Feeder Call Seles.
escomnen! vaceinstion of all helfer calves for
wag's Disease.
Continue working out fesding rations when requested.
ecommend vaccination of all calves for Hlaskleg.
iheep
ecommend all growers to attend sheep shearing school.
sontrol of internal parasites by using phenothiasine.
Jontrol of external parasites by using bensine
exachloride,
jwine
l. HRecommend breeds and types of hogs that will proeduce

pork effectively and meet Lhe demand of the buyers,

2. Necommenu a proper balanced ration and keep s aineral

alxture before thea at all times.

Control of internal and external parasites.




» of replacement heifers for Bang's.

rtificial DUreeding Assoclation

Feeder Calf Yales provided an excellent opportunity

¢t cow-calf herd owners, and as usual proved to be
art lcular quality
ince top quality ealfl prices
rades were definitely
armers consigned calves
fferent Fe Lf Sales, namaly: Fage-Warren,
pahannoek, and “ineches r« 4+his represents an
awrren vounly men ever
wuragement of farmers to
bilities of selling their calves
e sales enabl the st to visit sany
w=calf herd owners, and prospects for additional
in 1954 are ver cods
's vacelnation ls established as a worthwhile
se in the county; thou no vacelnatlon program
yeen, started by the ‘xtonsion Jervice thus far.
armers have yet to see the lignt, and speeial
ion will be given toward encouraging the practiee

to organize a definite schedule of vacelnation during




PROJECT ACTIVITIES

the coming year. Also, Hlackleg still takes its toll
in larren, and more emphasis on preventive vaceinastion
will be given aext year too,

Often the agent has been re uested to work out feed-
ing rations. These re uests have been met and will continue
to be met as they are submitted,

Jheep

Only 2 of the 66 sheep owners In Narren attended the
sheep shearing schools held in adjoining counties. The
fact that most shearing done in the county 1s done by
custom shearers is probably one explanation for this
poor turncut.

The control of both extermal and intermal parasites

of sheep continues to be a big problem. Ways to control

parasites have been publicised for years, but some good

farmers still neglect Lo use preventive measures.
Swine

For several years now there has been a definite trend
toward the meut type hog to meet buyer demands. This
trend has been encouraged in Warren, but the fact that
prices paid for bacon hogs are not substantially differ-
ent from those pald for lard hogs hampers this trend.

A balanced ratlion with emphasis on pasture 1s

being encoursged and beling well accepted, Also, the




CTIVITIES

benefits of mineral mixtures, especially in dry years
such as this, are catehing on. This drought year has
done much to demonstirate the advantages of supplemented
minerals,
s usual parasite control was recosmended to all and
a good percentage of "take" noticed, The use of Seodium
Fluoride treatment has alded this acceptance.
Dalirylng
The Bang's vacecination program has been more
successful amonyg dalry operators than among beef
broeders in Warren. This has naturslly led Lo the
laprovement of cow quality as this number one cause
of abortion was ellainated, 2 new members to the
Frederick=Clarke Artificial Oreeding Assoclation
were received during the year. Though this figure
is small; it represents a continmuing increase in
members, and, I feel, an increase in gquality of cattle.
AGRONOKY
1. Sivwstion

Since most farming in Warrem County is based on livestoeck,

it is essential th.t the production of pasture, hay, and graine

to feed these animals would be an lmportant part of most farm
operations. Labor problems coupled with the decline in farm
prices have made it necessary for the farmers to manage his

Otime and land more efficiently. This has meant that more emphasis

has bean given to inecressing acreage of forages, and decreasing




PROJECT ACTIVITIFS

Croplands. With increased cattle nuambers, increased productivity
of each acre became mandatory. Corn acreage dropped from 6,157

in 1939 to 4,200 in 1951; at the same time ylelds went from

3.5 uusn-l.s to 51 bushels. Oats inerease during approximately
othe sume perlod as follows: acreas 160 to 281, ylelds 14.2 bushels
to 25.2, while wheat ylelds rose from 14.2 bushels to 19.6 bushels.

Among forage crops no yleld data is avallable but, alfalfa

acreage remalned the same at 1,028 acres; clover and timothy
L J

declined from 3,451 to 2,673; while lespedesa acreage Jumped from
M40 to 1366, Pasture, too increased from 32,433 acres in 1944
to 34,721 seres in 1949 (the only perieds comparable).
2. Godl
° To Amprove pastures and hay crops and urge the use of
certified se-d and adapted varieties of corm and small grains.
3. Methods
A. Com
1. Continue Adult and Junior 100 Bushel Corn Club.
2. Conduct at least 6 hybrid corn demonstrations of
adapted hybrids.
Forages
1. ecommend soll tests to bLe taken as a gulde to
detersine lime and plant food needs.
Continue Lo emphasize the use of ladino orchard grass
pasture.
Conduct tours to lnspect pastures during the months of

June and September assisted by Specialiste,




Alfalla variety demonstrutions. Communities to be
selected. Seed either in early spring or August,
Continue to urge that all farmers have adequate
acreage of allelfa.

seguatls
Corn

No 100 Bushel Corn Clubs were organized

this year. The fact that onme person had won the

county orize three years running had prompted some

to drop out; and, generally, enthusiasam outside

the County Agronomy Committee was lacking. Also,

since better than 98K of the essm planted in the
County is now hybrid, some of the usefullness of
this project har waned.

Hybrid demonstrators were not enrolled this
year and no demcnstrations conducted,

wet spring followed so closely by the drought

wde it prohibitive for the agent to choose suitable
locstions. It must be granted, however, that valuable
information, especially concerning drought resistance was
lost because Lie Jdemonstrations were not planted.
forages

As a basis for all sound pasture planning and
management, soil testing was agaln recommended, Some
LO=45 samples were taken and recommendations made

for these.




The radio, newspapers, and personal visits were
.

all used to encourage the use of ladino elover tall
grass mix, with special emphasis on its value to
dairyment. Drought conditions, have brought to the
forepart the value of at least one fleld of fescue
on each farm this year, and a goodly acreage of this
mixture is proposedly to be planted this spring.
The drought has alsc made it easier to sell the
value of sdequate alfalfa acreages on stock faurss
.w larren farmers.

No tours or demonstrations were conducted,

Again, weather conditions as for com demonstirstlions

were nol cooperative.

@® Some 513 Varren County farms with poultry were reported

in the 1950 census. For the most part these were family

laying flocks with small numbers of birds. However, there
a™ two large broiler producers, several small broiler
producers and two large turkey producers shich aceount for
most of the 30,109 birds (including turkeys) listed in the
census,
Joal

Production of an adequate volume of poultry and

poultry products Lo meet the demand.




3. Metheds
Ald poultry growers by obtalning Specialist help

Whenever needed.
Lesults
Locally produced poultry products do not yet meet

the demand, Adverse product over feed retics, plus
overl) large lavestaents in overhead have discoursged
many loecal producers and have leveled off, if not
decreased, local production. 3 times during the
year sfoultiry Specialists froa VPI have visited

county and have materially assisted
roducers here.

D. HORTICULTV
1. Situaticn

The volume of frult production in Warren County has
continued on a declded downgrade which may be traced back
to the time much of the county orchard land was taken inmto
the National Fark System. ctually, 5 producers of tree
fruits handle all but a small percentage of the fruite
produced In this county.

Climatic and soil conditlions are as favorable for
small fruit production as for large and some small scale
production has been golng on for years but still inadecuate.

2. Geal

mality fruit products to meet demands of




kethods
Hold 4 pruning demonstrations.
B. Supply with spray calendars as prepared by V.P.I.
“r‘u. specialist,
C. Encourage small fruit growers to supply the Old Virginia
acking Company.
4s Results
@ Since Jarren -n.unt,‘orcnerffs are faily well distributed
between uplands and lowlands, pr?duct.ian was not as severely

affected this year as in some adjoining counties, Also,

p'.cu.-or prices made those apples produced valuable indeed.

° Spray calendars were supplied to all those recuesting
them, and comment often made as to the value of these reminders.
No pruning demonstrations were recorded. The agent feels
mr‘ stress should be placed on the value of this practice,
and plans to promote these widely in the coming year.
A local firm, Old Virginia Packing Company, has tried
for several years tc establish a reliable local source of
small {mits, Some success has been cbserved, though the

.
volume of produce is still inadequate.

jarren County ls becoming more and more industrialized since
he American Viscose Corporation has established a large plant in
Front Foyal and employ 1,500 or more workers at good wages. A

number of smaller industrial estsblishments such as Stauffer




»
b=t

CLUB WORK

Chealcal Company, Old Virglala Facking Company, Gemeral Chemical
Company, S5ilk Mill and Stossell's Handle Factory also compete for
labor,

One result this industrialization is that a large nuasber

of

people in Yarren County, who a few years ago were dependent
alaost entirely on the production of agricultural commodities
for thelr incom re today using thelir farm hose as a subsistence
living and recelving the major portion of thelr income from wages
received at these Industrial plante,

The boys and girls in these rural homes need to make more
profitable use of their time at some worthwhile enterprise. A
strong youths program is needed to give these boys and girle
experience and training in as many different fields as possible,

Someons has expressed it as the eight ships launched by the

k= Clubs, namely Clitizenship, ‘orkmanship, Stewardship,

rnﬂonnx y Sportamenship, Aeuaintanceship, Friendship and

Fartnership.
YHAT T EMPTED

To increase the 4-H Club enrollment, all the boys in
farren C vvx"}' tween the ages of 10 and 21 were given an oppor-
tunity to enrcll im the 4~H Club through the publiec school system
and community meetings held ocutside of school.

The L=H Club boys were given & [ree cholce in the selection
of projects in order that Lhe project may be one sultable for
this boy and fit into his home counditions.

The Faru Tractor Malntenance Project was added to the list




VI. 4~H CLUB WORK
of projects for the first time this year.
To give timely information, instructions and supervision
Chain Pig "rojeect.
business and induetry in sponsorin
ale r k=i Club members.
To train a Foultry Judging Team.
Have County 4~ Council.
Jdend Yarren County's quota of delegates to the State
Short Course and 20 boys to Northem Virginia 4-H Camp.
Sponsor a County-wide A4=H Club picnic and hold a
ehievement | ne e end of the club year,
N
A regular monthly meetings
Clubs, These westings were largely work and business,
siness part of the meetings general information
regarding 4= Club work both girls and boys was given. In
the work or project part of the meetings information on projest
work suc s bettd® methods of production, care and manasgement of
pro ects record keeoping were glven., Special subject matter
and pr c wellings sere held shen the need was apparent, such
as tralning a poultry Judging team, tractor maintenance, farm and
home electrical desmonstrations and work meetings.
Many circular letters were used to send Lisely information

to 4=H club boys. News articles were alsc helpful.

in W 8ub work secure the interest of business




VI. &~H CLUB "ORK
and commercial enterpriszes to sponsor a 4-H Harket llog
and Sale. They made arrungements with the livestock auetion
show and sale at thelir market place. Frizes

were donated by many feed and farm surply establishasnts and

buyers were influenced to puy waximus price for the quality of

sarket hogs offered [ sale.
The electric power company cooperated iln sponsoring the
sctrical project. They geve considersble time
in glving demonstretlons and teshmical informatlon.
The A=l Tractor 4sintenance Club meetings were held in the
Warren Gounty High Sehool workshep and tractors for demomstration
parposes were brought in from near-by farmers, Since there are
no farm laplement dealers in darren County, dealers in the adjoln-
ing county of Frederick were willing to supply trastors and
equipment for the Warren County 4~ ‘ractor Operstors Contest.
RESULTS OF k= CLUB WORK
There were 1Al boys emrclled in 4=-H Club work. These boys
were organized into 13 community and school clubs. They started
to work on 154 projects and carried to completion 128 of the
projects started,
3 boys sttended the State 4~H Club Short Course. 1 Yoy,
Newton C. 4, Landis was talsen into the State All Star Chapter.
1 boy, Newton C. M. Lindis, record was entersd in the Foultry
ichievement Contest and won a trip to the Natiomal A-H Congress.

16 boys attended the Northern Virginia 4-H Camp,




L]
° VI, A=H CLUB WORK

5 boys entered 13 hogs in the 4~H Market Hog Show and
Sale.

The L=l Poultry judging team that was trained entered

the District Poultry Judging Contest., The team was composed

of Charles Ingles, Tommy Gray and Newton Landis,

The County L= Farm Tractor OUperstor's Contest was held
late In April on Mr. Vavid Gruver's farm. The tractors and
other laplements were supplied by the farm iaplement dealers

estor. The winners were: Charles Fence, Jimmy Srowm,
» [dechard fowland and Charles Rowland,.
ares Roebuck Chain Plg Project was very successful
this yeor, The Judge om the final scoring stated that there
was not enough difference in the individusl enterprises, as
all were good and hard to pick a first place winner. The
\wanual supper given by Jears Hoebuck for the 4~H boys in thie
projeet and their parents was wall sttended., Prise winners
for the year were announced as follows: Douglas Saer, first;
Norman Verflinger, second; Ashby "inece, third; Foy and Nelvin,Jr.
Baugher, fourth; and Jaceob Narrold, fifth,
Projeet work completed by LA~H doys ineluded the production

"

of 12 acres of corn, L2 vegetable gardens, 4,700 head of poultry,
5 beef heifers, 15 head of sheep, 119 head of swine, 6 insect
identification projects, 9 tractor maintenance, 2 farm and home
electrical and 7 home grounds besutification projects.

The County 4L=H pleniec was held at Elizabeth Furnace pienie

grounds.




The Annual 4=H Club Achlevement Day wes held on October 24th,

in the Front yal dementary School, A4~H exhibits were on
display in the afterncon and the program was presented in the
suditorius In the eveaing w#ith an sttendance of approximately
300 4=~ll members, parents and interested persons,

-

ViI. COOPERATION WI AGENCIFS

® A. Virginis Veterinary Assogiation

Vascular stomatitis in epidemic form became such a problem
in farren County during the summer's drought that the agent made
extensive efforts to dessiminate all the information avallable
concerning "soremouth”, its causes, effects, and veterinarisns
counsel., Nost of the media at our disposal was used to do this.
Very nearly half of the phone and office calls during Sept ember
0 .t yber were relative to this disease. Many farm visits
were necessitated and both the radio and newspaper were used to
give farmers information on this problem.

Po M. As

Since most of the responsibility for securing drought
emergency relief commodities rests with the P, M. A, Office,
the agent has necessarily spent considerable time in edue tional
activities comnected with their program as well as actually
sttendin egular County Committee and Drought Committee meetings.

P program belng so much different from
a8 necessary to devote time toward helping

in the interpretations of this program to many individuals.




This agency was aselisted at every opportunity in order
that the tecinlelan could more efficiently utilise his time.
Several farm plans were Jointly defined by the agent and
technliclian, Also, wide publicity was given the services and
avallability of such services Lo Warren County residents.
Acceptance this 5. C. 5. assistance has been general and

encoursa

CKNAR") GLANCK

Extension Service efforts have not been as closely

coordinated as desirable. Homemaking, Agricultursl, snd

L=l programs have had & tendency to aim in entirely opposite
iirections. Firstly, then a definite atteapt should be made
tabl 5 rren unty Extension prograa rather than
s separate 4=~H, a separate llomemaking and a separate Agricultural
pro.ras,
Committee particlpation in Agricultursl pregras planning has
recently been neglected and is sorely in need of reactivation.
e to enliven at least the County Board
ne Agronomy, the Livestock and 4-H Committees.
w~range objectives for Warren County Agriculture
awsed for years, They are fine objectives
and shoul e continued., but, they should be supplimented by
specific, short~term goals w ich may be reached and which would
provide "benchasarks” froam which progress could be measured and
through which s reasonable feeling of accomplishment could be

gailned,




The value of mass medisa in publieizing Extension under-
takings and promoting interest in Extension work has not been

realized as yel ln Varren County. Locally avallable media

will be utilised more fully to asccomplish these ends ¢:-ing




COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK IN AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS
0. 8. Bpastment of Age
d Stmte Agriew Washingion, 1)

ANNUAL REPORT OF COUNTY EXTENSION AGENTS
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READ SUGGESTIONS ON PAGE 32
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EXTENSION TEACHING AND OTHER ACTIVIT




EXTENSION TEACHING AND OTHER ACTIVITIES




EXTENSION ORGANIZATION AND PROGRAM PLANNING Interpre
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EXTENSION ORGANIZATION AND PROGRAM FPLANNING
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PROGRAM EMPHASIS - Interpretution

sion work
1

relative emphasis eact

year, Where »




PROGRAM EMPHASIS




CROPS - Produetion and Markeiing-—Intfer;




CROPS - Production and Marketing -




LIVESTOCK - Production and Marketing [




LIVESTOCK — Production and Marketing
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MARKETING, DISTRIBUTION, AND FARM AND HOME SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS /v,,,,,,.,‘.., on




MARKETINGPDISTRIBUTION, AND FARM AND HOME SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
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SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT, FORESTRY, AND WILDLIFF Interpretat

Considerat 5 1 ve e PLANNING and
FOONOMIC aspe . s ..

s incident ¢
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SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT, FORESTRY, AND WILDLIFE




PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT OF THE FARM BUSINESS - Interpretation

PLANNIN AND MANAGEMENT OF THE FARM BUSINESS




FARM BUILDINGS AND MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT —iInterpretation

MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT
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THE HOUSE AND SURROUNDINGS, FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT - Interp
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THE HOUSE AND SURROUNDINGS, FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT

. fer all phase the artension program
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HOME MANAGEMENT, FAMILY ECONOMICS, AND CLOTHING —Interpretation

See item 39 for interpretati
Management may be defir
we can, what
Therefore
managenm

wh

HOME MANAGEMENT, FAMILY ECONOMICS, AND CLOTHING




Ir AND SAVETY Iniferpreta

FAMILY LIFE. AND SAFETY




COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND




COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS
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SUMMARY OF 4 H CLUB PROJECTS—Interpretation

grasses and w
All erops not
Note that




SUMMARY OF ¢+ H CLUB PROJECTS
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4 H CLUB MEMBERSHIP—Interpretation

3. The number of differen
to be reported under
same club more than on
ized g
of de
and

training .
4-H Club members
s Enrolled are . ' 2 ' ers who received DEFINITE

ems listed

) ‘ i in corresponding 4-H
factor th ned for the )
yenr

Census definitions may

ing the kind of home

reside 1 @ € ainir

A Bureau of the Census nition « as ) oy nal sceoumnte

used in the 1950 Cer




{ H CLUB MEMBERSHIP




WORK WITH YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN 1,

WORK WITH YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN




MISCELLANEOUS  Interpretatio

MISCELLANEOUS




SUMMARY OF EXTENSION INFLUENCE

sccurately as o
tion of the fact

SUMMARY OF EXTENSION INFLUENCE

COOPERATION WITH OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIES Interpre




IN WITH OTHER PURLIC AGENCIES
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YOUR ANNUAL REPORT

&

General Directions

g . . be The Statistical Report

Narrative Report
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