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TYFE OF AGRICULTURE

jouthampton County 1s looated in the upper Tidewater
region of Virginia, bounded on the south by the North Care
olina State Line, on the west by Oreensville County and
Sussex County, and on the north by Surry and Isle of Wight
counties. Southmmpton hes 604 square miles of land area, made
up of about 2175 farms, and the crops growm are uniform
throughout the county, There are 110,000 scres of erop land
in the county, divided s follows: peanuts, 33,000 scres;
corn 41,000 aeres; cotton 6,000 acres, pasture 8,000 aeres,
and the other 20,000 seres are in tobacco, truck crops, soye
beans and fallow land,

The soils are of s sendy or loasy type, all deep phase.
The fertility of the more sandy ones 1is hard to improve becsuse
of their porous nature, However, in recent years more cover
erops are being growmn, more organic matter is being sdded, and
the fert{Jity is improving annually,




MNTY AGRICULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS

County Agricultural Committee

Southampton~ Princess Anne D.H, I.A.

Norfolk Milk Producers Association

4=H County Couneil

Southampton Furebred Swine Breeders' Assoeiation
County Farm Bureau Organization

County PMA Committee

County Agricultural Mobiliszatiom

Jo« K. Horsley Soil Conservation Distriet
Southeastern District Guernsey Breeders' Association
Peanut Groweras' Cooperative Marketing Assoclation
Young Farmers' Organization

civie Club Agricultural Committees

itate Cotton Conmittee

County Cotton Producers' Association

NMethods and Resulte:

The organizations named above are those with which and thr ngh which we
have worked this year. ® have had their cooperation and feel that through
this cooperation a grea® number of people have been contacted than would
have otherwise. In sddition to those named we would like to pay our respects
to the fertilizer and seed salosmen operating in the county, These men have
been of untold value. They were jresent at our meeting on February 5th and
at other meetings held by the agent where they were offered our recommenda~
.H ne. They have been active in ecarrying such recommendetions to farners,
espec ally in their fert! iser and seed sales activities, They have also
advised concerning feeding livestock and marketing farm produets in general,
Without them much less would be sccomplished,




e B,

( Agromony)

Foaputs

Status:

Le

Southampton County is first in the State of Virginia in the
acreage and production of peanuts.

Southampton alternates in third or fourth place in the yield
of peanuts per ascre.

The sale of peanuts is the prineipal source of income to the
farmers of the county.

Each year additional farmers become interested in better fer-
tilising and liming practices for peanuts.

More educational effort is needed to soquaint farmers with new
practices in rodueing more peanuts per aere.

Crop rotation for peanuts can be improved.

Farmers are failing to use Aldrin generally for the control of
corn root worm on heavy land,

A greater nmusber of farmers should be sncouraged to plant the
latest varieties of peanuts, such as Holland 46-2, on land
more sultable to the wvariety's production,

Something should be done to control root rot or wilt in our
peanut flelds.

More consideration should be given to the depth of planting
peanut seed,

More work should be done toward more uniform marketing of the
eanut erop,

Spacing between the row and in the drill should be given more
consideration,

onls:

1.

To work with all farm operators in Southampton Coumty to produce
a high yleld and better quality erop,

Get more farmers interested in better liming and fertilisation
practices,




Mvocnte a longer rotation for peanuts

Get more {armers to use Aldrin where corm root worm infestation
existe,

Get farmers to consider soil molsture and temperature to govermn
depth of planting.

Get Holland 46=2 peanuts better distributed in the county to be
used on soils adapted to this variety.

7« Assist in better marketing practices.

Methods and Resulte:

Peanuts being our principal mmey erop, more time has been spent
with this crop than with any other. The first work done regarding
peanuts was in a letter sent to our entire meiling list in February.
In this letter we stated, "When you get your peanut allotment it will
be reduced by 9 or 10 percent below 1952, On 36 inech rows, plant 4
inches apart; on 30 ineh rows plant 6 inches in the drill, Have your
soil tested, Onm light land you will likely need some fertiliser, On

heavy land you will need less. Use line as test indicates., On real
heavy lend apply Aldrin either in fertilizer, Af you can get if, or
plaster. This is to »dil in contraol of comm root worm, Use three
aplications of sulfur. If you have leafhoppers, use sulfur with 1§
DDT in the first application only. Copper in sulfur will not pay.
If you use tractor planters do not travel more than 3 miles per hour,
Faster speeds will not give proper spmeing., It is expected that pea~
nut prices will be supported in 1952.°

iince the above informstion went out we have continued to recommend
these practices in letters, news articles, meetings and personal
oontacts,

On February 5th an all day Agronomy and Livestoock dSochool was con-
ducted, at which Mr. Allen Allison of the Virginia Experiment Station,
and Mr, Simcke of the Planters Chemical Company of Norfolk talked to
farmers about pesnut jroduction and disease control, Dr, J, O, Rowsell
disenussed insect control,

@ have tested over 500 soll semples on land to be planted to pes-
nuts, and meake recommendations for fertiliser and lime acecording to
such testa, At the meeting referred to above fertilizer sal csmen were
present and were asked by the agent to assist in ecarrying the informa=
tion to peanut producers.




11drin used on our heavy soils has increased 500 pereent over
1952, There was less lime used on peanut land than has been used in
many years past, and the fertiliszer used carried a higher percentage
of potash ( in many instances 0=10-20 was used ) than ever before,
For saveral years all of our peanut seed had been trested with Arasan.
Because of this county-wide practice seed treatment was not stressed.
However, sulfur to control leafspot, and sulfur with 15 DDT to eontrol
leafhoppers was recommended. There has been a 100 percent increase
in the use of sulfur with DDT over any previous year, and 20 percent
more farmers use sulfur than have ever used it before,

Mher practices that were recommended were proper methods of
shocking peanuts after digging. Many fermers do not put the cross-
plece high enough on the stick, consequently aesration which promotes
the drying process is retarded, The peanuts when shocked low continue
to absord moisture from the ground and are of'ten dameped. Because of
our publicity at least 200 additional farmers in 1953 have lifted the
cross-pleces up, thereby irodueing a better quality nut, Along this
same line, smaller shocks have been recommended, This will also promote
drying, earlier pieking and a better quality nut. This practice has
been adopted by even more farmers, or because of severe dry weather the
vines are not as large. The shocks obviously are generally much
smaller than in previous years,

Since tractor farming has become almost entirely our mode of cul-
tivation, the nusber of hills of peanuts per acre has been reduced by
about 25 percent becsuse the jesnut rows are 36 inches apart, rather
Shan 27 to 30 inches as is possible with teanm cultivation., For this
reason we are advocating that the peanuts be planted eloser in the drille-
6 inches insteed of 8 to 10 inches, This recommendation has been followed

stlmost entirely by the farmers this year. Due to investigations made,
we find that from four to eight pounds more seed were planted per sere in
1953 than ever before. This is a practice that should be continued, The
rows should either be 30 inches apart with the plants £ inches in the
drill, or on 36~inch rows with plants 6 inches in the drill, The yleld
of peanuts are directly related to the number of plants per acre.

The depth of planting peanuts should be studied so that more

lefinite advice can be given on this subject, When the soil is warm

o Peanut seed may be less deep, with better germination, than when the soil
is cool. MHowever, the relation of the temperature of the soll and the
depth of planting has not been definitely determined., The moisture of
the soil should enter into this caloulation, It is a matter om which a
large amount of investigative work can be done. The same is true of
Southern ¥ilt, Many of our flelds are heavily infested with Southemn
¥ilt spores. To control this disesse in beyond our present knowledge.




In 1952 the agent secured eighty 80-pound bags of a new varilety,
46=2 Bunch, peanut seed. These peanuts produced well sbove the average
of other peanuts in the county. In 199) at least 1000 bags of these seed
were planted, and the yleld continues high, These peanuts are much
larger than what we commonly refer to as the Virginia Rumner, and from
our observation will grow much better on heavy land than the Rumner,also

well adapted to most of the soils which we have,

We feel that much progress has been made in higher yields, in
better quality, and in insect and disease contrsl in 1952 end 1953, Our
10=year peanut yield is about 1400 pounds per scve; in 1952 our yield was
3t less than 1950 pounds, and even with the sevexs drought we have ex-
perienced thls year we anticipate a yield much higher than average, though
not quite so high as in 1952,

Cooperating with the agents in this jrogram on peanuts have been
the other sgricultural agencies in the county and the fertiliser salesmen,
We feel that the fertiliser salesmen, cooperating as they do, are of an
untold benefit in alding our program,

Due %o habit and the lack of storagespace on farms, the marketing of
peanuts 1s quite a hasardous operation, The crop is plcked in a 30-day
period and sold during the same tinme, Nany peanuts are never put in a
barn, but picked off and sold to buyers "from the plecker.” In an effort
to correet this situation the Association of Virginia Peanut and Hog Growers
have this year attempted to organize the Peanut Growers' Cooperative Mar-
keting Association, The purpose of this orgsnisation would be to buy, stare
ond mill the farmers' erops, The operation would be tied in with the
Commodity Credit Corporation, which would pay the farmer the market price
for the peanuts, then the cooperstive marketing association would buy the
peanuts to mill, paying the farmer, on a ccoperative basis, any profits
derived from the milling operation, The agent assisted with 10 meetings
in an effort to get committments fromfarmers to put a part or all of their
peanuts through this cooperative. To date the sign-up has not been suffi-
oient to warrant a cleaning contract with a miller., However, it is expected
that this effort will be continued, and eventually perfected, When this
is accomplished a more orderly marketing and a more profitable method of
ulltn‘ will have been perfected,




(Project Activities, C ntinued)

gorn

Status:

1. Ninety percent of the corm planted in Southampton County is of
hybrid strain,

Wethod of fertilizer application is not the most desirable
Yieclds were very poor in 1953 because of the extremely dry conditions.

Poor pollenizetion becnuse of dry weather,

Goals:
Recommend proper methods of aprlying fertilizer,

Advise by mmeographed letters, bulletins,snd meetings what hybrid
strains are most applicable to our econditicns,
Flan to mix early and late hybrids for better pollenizetion,

Methods and Resulte:

Southampton County is normally one of the leading corm producing eounties
in Virginia, and when we sent our letter in February we had the following
comment regarding cormi

" Plant 14,000 hills per acre. On 3 feot rows plant 12 inches apart,
with tractor planters, travel at not more than 5 miles per hour,
Faster speeds will give poor specing. Use 1000 to 1200 pounds of
fertilizer per acre, On heavy solls three-fourths of this may be
broadeast, the other fourth put in row at planting tise, On light
#oils divide fertilizer; one~half at planting, one~half whem plants
are 4 to 6 inches high, Use this method on heavy soils if you do
not broadoast. It takes 140 pounds of nitrogem to produse 100
bushels of eorn. If you use 1000 pounds 5-10=10 fertiliser you will
need 60 additionel pounds of nitrogen to make 20 bushels of corn.

If you use 1200 pounds of 2-12-12, you will need 82 gdditional pounds
of nitrogen for 20 bushels per acre. Why not shoot for 100 bushels
er acre n heavy land, use 1000 pounds 5-10=10 and 90 pounds
additi r:‘ nitrogen, or on light land use 1200 pounds 2«12«12 with
115 pounds additionsal nitrogen. ( If you do this the chanecs are very
good that you will not need to fertilize your peanuts next year),
Nitrate of soda carries 16 pounds of nitrogen per hundred, eal nitro
carries 20 pounds, ete."




Due to the severe drought this year a very poor orop was produced, This
was partly due to the extreme temperatures causing the pollem not to properly
fertilize the ear, Ve belleve that to mix early and late hybrids, either
before planting, or a certain number of rows of an esrly hybrid alternated
with a late hybrid would certainly give a better grain fertilization., We
anticipate making this recommendation in 1954, certainly on a trial basis.

Ye have experience /dry westher at pollenising time in 1952 and 1953, Ve
hope that interplanting early snd late hybrids will correct this problem,
%o a linited extent at least.

The two practices thet we have been working on most this year have
been better methods of applying fertilizer to the soil and the most adapted
hybrids for the county, Results from our efforts have been gratifying. A
large number of farmers now are brosdcasting about 75 percent of their
fertilizer on the land before planting; the other 25 percent 1s put in the
row at planting time or on the row as a pre-emergence applicstion and covered
with a rotary hoe, We are elso divid ng the application of the nitrogen,
This 1s a new rractice. Ve are recommending, and farmers are practicing
it, putting about one~half Of the nitrogen in éme middle when the com is
sbout 12 inchos high, the other half in the other middle at the last outli-
vation, The firest application makes the ecorn grow faster, and the second
application lasts long enough to meke the ear, We keep informed as to the
cost of nitrogen and recommend, at regular interwals to those oontacted,
which nitrogen costs less. Because of this information a large number of
farners used 11quid nitrogen or anhydrous ammonia in 1953 for the first
time . Nost of the others used Cal Nitro,

So far as the adapted hybrids are concerned we use Experiment Station
recommendations and have 1ittle trouble getting about 90 percent of the
farmers to plant the hybrids recommended,

We had anticijpeted having an insect control program in the county this
year advising farmers how to control rice weevil with pyremone or other
chemicals that are effective, though due to the short erop this progran has
not developed. The destruction of eorn by this pest is one of the weak
1inkd in corn productim and storage programs,




(.r;jr-r’ sctivities, Agronomy, Cont'd)

Stetus:

Southampton has more acresge and produces more cottom than any other
eounty in the State,

Better fertilization practices can be carried out.
Boll weevil control measurcs can be more uniformly practiced.

About 90 percent of the cotton prodused in Southampton County
is sold in the seed,

Southampton is about 98 rercent a one-wariety ecounty.

Gpacing of eotton plants in the row is generslly from eight to
ten inches,

Cotton nlante are often attacked by Red Spider.
Meny cotton growers produce only a very small scfeage.

Nost of the cotton is sold to buyers who travel over the county
in trucks and buy the crop at the roducer's farm,

Gétton mcreage is reduoed because of the labor shortage, parti-
cularly st harvesting tinve,

oals:

1. Encourage the continmued use of one-wvariety cotton.

2. Recommend fertilization in accordance with soll tests and Experi-
ment Station results,

romote boll weevil and Red Spider eontrol.

Advise roducers regarding advantages of ginning cotton,
Fromote defolistion,

Hold one county-wide cotton meeting.

Avise farmere Lo leave more plants per acre.




(Proj.Activ, = Cotton= cont'd )

C.. Wethods and Resulte:

In the lettor sent out in February of this year, and referred to above,
we stated:

" hecommendations for cotton are the same as last year. PFlant only
Cokers' 100 Wilt Resistant seed, Flant early, Use 800 pounds
5=10=10 fertiliser and 30 pounds additiomal nitrogem. Thin to
4 inches on 4 foot rows or 6 inches on } foot rows, There is
no eontrol on cotton this year and the price is expected to be
supported at the 1952 level, Don't Zlant cotion uoless XOU ars
golng to contrel Boll Neewil! "

I'his suggestion was also discussed at the meeting on February 5th, and
the agricultural agencies, including fertilizer dealers, hve assisted in
making this program affective. We do not know of any cotton farmer in
Southampton who did not plant the Cokers' 100 Wilt Fesistant strain, and a
excess of 100 recommendations were made from soil analyses for fertilizing
the erop., An s'dltional letter was sent on boll weevil control to known
cotton producers, e aloo enclosed a bulletin on cotton produetion,

e gave the sethods of making boll weevil counts, and percentage of in~
festation to many Individual producers., We held thres field meetingg to
discuss with those present the method of making boll weevil counts, and
distributed bulletins on insect ewmtrel problems, (ne county-wide meeting
on ocotton production was held at which the advisability of using one
variety in the county, boll weevil, Red Spider econtrol, and fertilization
were discussed, At thls weeting was also discussed the advantages of gimning
cotton rather than selling the erop "in the seed." At this seeting we
also gave ;roductlon flgures that proved the advantages of having more
plants per acre. Planting the crop thicker on the row, leaving the plants
spaced 4 %o 6 inches rather than 15 inches as has been the prectice in the
past,

We held cne county-wide defoliation demonstration, At this demonstration
ve showed that with an airplane dusting with cyanamid the leaves could be
taken off, thereby producing a better quality of 1iné and causing the erop
to open up so that harvesting could be sccomplished with mechanical plckers,
or at one pleking operation regardless of how the erop was harvested,

o

As the results of our efforts, to the best of our knowledge, all the
cotton planted in the county was fertilized as recommended. Boll weevil
control was racticed throughout the cotton growing areas of the county by
many farmers. Others quit polsoning when they thought the dry weather
would oom.iol this insect, This was true to a limited extent, However,
those whe ntinued to polson, regardless of the dry weather, made a much
better crop of a higher quality lint than those who did not poison through-
out the season,




More Southampton Cotton has been ginned this year tham ever before.
Thls was no doubt due partly to the fact that the lint yleld was above
the average, some going as high as 42 percent and averaging around 36 per-
oent, The higher ylelds of lint were due in part to the weather, to the

land on which the orop was grown, and to the care that was given the erop
at harvesting time.

The agent assisted many farmers to make boll weevil counts, and in
tern caused poisoning o be done at a more opportune time,

me of the hasards in promoting better cotton production in the county
is that so many farmers produce only a small acreage. This acreange does
not justify mechinery with which to properly apply polsoning for boll
weevil control. They do not produce sufficlent cotton to Justify ginning,
and another reason that less cotton 1is ginned is the fact that trucks
travel over the county buying cotton in the seed from the froducer, elimi-
nating his trouble of hauling, expense of ginning, even though the larger
producers might profit by hauling and ginning their own cotton,

It 1s too early to say the yield of cotton has been sbove the average,
However, the agricultural committee and the county cotton producers' assoei-
ation feel thet the drought caused the ootton yield to be cut at least
20 percent. Regrrdless of this eut, however, we feel that this crop has

been unusually good for the yesr and are very well pleased with the results
obtained from owr efforts on cotton,




(Projeet Activities,

Icbacco
Status:

Southampton County produces only about 100 acres of tobaceo,
about 30 growers.

In 1949 the county ;roduced 850 pounds of tobacco per acre,

Tabacco farmers do not apply the correct amounts of mineral oil
or oil emulsion to control sucker growth,

More of the disease resistant varieties should be planted,

»
Chemical weed control in tobacco plant beds is not generally practiced.

Modern curing methods for the tobacoo erop are not practiced by all
e growers,

Goals:

le Assist 2 or ] growers to secure disease resistant varieties.
2. Assist growers to produce more pounds of tobacoo per aore,

J« Advise the proper amounts of minersl oil or oil emulsion for the proper
eontrol of sucker growth,

4« Ald producers in the eontrol of weeds in plant beds by chemical treat~
ments.

5« FProvide plans and recommendations for more modern curing facilities.

Methods and Results:

Tobaceo, for Southampton, is not an important erop whem compared with pea=
nuts, cotton, or corn., Consequently the agricultural agencies have not
participated in a tobacco program, nor have we given it more than ite pro rata
share of the time worked. There are approximately 30 tobacco growers in the
county, and we feel that we had the soll tested for nearly every field that was
Planted to tohacco, From the results of these tests we recommended lime
when needed, and fertiliser as needed, Conseq wently at the beginning of the
growing season the tobacco looked very good, though as the drought progressed
the to'.000 growth was seriously affected.

In most instances,where mineral oil or oil esulsion was used under the
directions and advice given, sucker growth was better controlled than in the
past,




(Project Activ, - Tobmoco= Cont'd)

More disease resistant varieties were planted with the result that little
disease was shown in the erop produced, Some farmers practiced chemical
weed control in their plant beds that had never practiced this before, and
me farmer bullt a modern tobecco barn. For heat he uses butane gas, and can
eure an 800-stick barn of tobacco for $25,

The yield of tobecco in the county was not increased this year over pre-
vious years due to weather conditions, We feel that the recommendations
and the efforts made by the farmers would hove warranted considerable increase
in yleld. However, as other crops, tobaoco needs water, which did not come
& the right time,




(Proj.Activ, )

. Eagture

Status:

1. Twenty years ago farmers of the county were interested only in peanuts,
eotton, and corn production, and did not realisze that pastures could be
economical and profitably growm, even on the most heavy soils,

Within the pest 6 years Southampton farmers have planted approxisstely
8000 aeres of Ledino clover and grass pastures,

Due to drought, and in many instances overgrazing, many of the pastures
have ;reatly deteriorated,

fe should have 20,000 acres of pasture.

Temporary pastures or winter cover erops should be seeded for winter
and early spring graszing.

The Junebug grup has damaged many of our pasture filelds.

Pastures are generally not clipped to eontral weed growth,
B. #oals:
™

1. Conduet a farm tour to show farmers pastures that are properly cared for.
#<« AMdvise regarding overgrazing and weed eontrol.

3. Attempt to get an increase in imyroved pasture acreage.

4. Inspeet pastures and advise conecerning Junebug grub control.

5. Have soll samples tested to determine proper lime and fertilisers needed,
® 5 .

C. Methods and Results:

In our February letter we had the following to say sbou. pasture:

" We all need pagture, Ladino Clover and Orchard Grass or Fesoue is
still our best bet, Fertilisze with 500 pounds fertiliszer with
a1

ldrin, if you can get 1t, in spring. You should use snother 300

to 50 mnds of O=14~1) later and possibly a little nitrogen

in ease r woather or over grasing.”

In our wariocus contacts we have continued to make these recommendations,
and at our sounty-wide meeting on February 5th, Mr. W, W, Lewis, Extension




(Proj. Aetiv, « Pasture - Cont'd)

Agronomist, discussed pasture with those present.

Different from previous years, we did not eonduet a pasture tour, This
was becanse of the dry weather, Pastures were seriously affected,many of
them to an extent that at the tise for a tour they loocked that they ecould
never be grased again. Due to the drought overgrasing was general, and weeds
often crowded out the better plants, Some of the good effects of the work
has been that much lespedesa pasture has been seeded, more winter cover
ecrops that can be grased in winter and late spring have been seeded, and many
people are seeding or will seed in the spring of 1954 sdditional acres of
Ledino and one of the gragses,

Even though the drought seriously demaged our pasture grazing cap-
acity, weo feel that the pasture program has not been damaged., We will have
more winter graszing and more dry weather summer graszing in the future than
we have had in the past, and even though 1t was too dry to seed pastures
in September of this year, farmers are planning to seed additional pasture
in the spring and autumm of 1954, weather justifying.

One of the practices recommended for pasture this year was to fertil-
ise with 500 pounds of fertilizer containing £ pounds of Aldrin per tom,
This was generally done throughout the eounty, and so far as the agent has
been informed there were no Junebug grub damages this year. Ve made num-
erous visits to pasture aress and asked other farmers about grub infestation,
and in no instance were these pests reported, Pastures in Novesber are
regaining their normal growth and results of our work is obvious.




tatus:

past

For the two years soybeans are being planted in the released
acreage from peanuts, cotton, and tobacco,

Too many varieties of soybeans are being planted,

Nore farmers could profitably plant soybeans,

Goals:

By ueing mimeographed material, through meetings and personal
contacts, get more soybeans planted for grasing and harvest,

Advise farmers where seed can be ssoured in an effort to dewelop
the produetin of only one or two varietiss of soybeans.

Help to sell the erop to a better advantage to the growers.

Get additional soybean producers.

even though not an extremely profitable erop, are being
wmntities for harvest than in years past., This i»
m peanuts, tobacco and cotton; peanuts

roduced in greater
because we have acresge released fro
and tobacco because of crop acreage control, and cotton for the past few

yearg because of labor shortage. We attempt to get additional farmers to
plant soybeans Lif their land 13 not suitable to the produstion of pasture.
%o also cbserve that the varleties of soybeans planted vary greatly. Our
recommendation 1s to plant beans thet the experiment station finds to be
most suitable for oll production, This is a new program, and 1little results
have been realised this year,




-
(Proj. Activigios - Continued)

Alfalls

2lfalfa is grown in Southampton county.
Nethods of fertilization siould be laproved,
Ve should heve additional growers each year,

We should heve one alfalfa production demonstration,
Goals:

Advise livestock men the sdvantage of having alfalfa hay and pasture,
2, To have one alfalfa demonstration that is properly cared for,
3. Arrange for farmers to visit demonstration,

o
C. lNethods and Results:
°

Very 1little alfalfa is produced in the cownty, It has been our
cbservation that for one or two years an alfalfa fisld will do reason~
ably well., However, after the first year the stand begins to deteri-
orate, and by the®and of the third year there is more blue grass and
weeds than alfalfa. We have not recommended that alfalfa be planted
on Any large scale because of the above conditions, Howewer, we found
one farmer two years ago who was willing to fertilisze a fleld of
alfalfa, and to hawvest his orop according to our recommendations, This
field was seeded in the autumn of 1951. Four cuttings were harvested
in 1952,and six excellent cuttings in 1953. To get the results stated
above we used double the amount of lime that the il test indicated as
needed, with 1000 pounds of a 2-12<12 borated fertiliser at time of
planting, In 1952 and 1953 we applied 1000 pounds, yearly, of an 0=20-10
fertiliger, This is a special mixture, though to date has proved more
satisfactory than we had expected. We are using this field of alfalfs
as a demonstration, A large nusber of farmers have observed this work
and we anticipate three or four additional growers this year and next.




%a( Project Activities -

uardening
Status:
1. oarly every farm family has a spring and summer garden.
2. Very few farmers have a winter garden.
3. The organie matter in our garden areas !s not high enough,
4. The right analysis fertiliser is seldom used,

5. Disease and insects are plentiful.

Goals:

1.* Advise advantages of winter gardening through news articles,

« Mvise from what sources and how much organie matter is nesded in the
soil for proper gardening.

Use bulletine, news articles, letters and personal contacts in an
effort to control insects and diseases,

Recommend proper balance of leafy, fruit, and root vegetables,

Get more storabls vegetables kep for winter use,
"h'ri!! and Resulta:

Nearly all farmess have a very good spring and sumser garden, However,
practically none have a winter garden, To promote better gardening through-
out the year we have been stressing addition of organie matter to the garden
area, Very few of owr gardens have more than 1} percent organic matter, We
feel that for the proper gardening we should have from four to six peroent
organic matter. For this additional organic matter we recommend either
barnlot manure or woods mold, properly su plemented with superphosphate, Fe
also strees in our garden work the proper balance of leafy, root and fruit
vegetables, and the storage or preservation of vegetables to be used by the
farm family when fresh vegetables are not awvailable,

In an effort to accomplish our goals in the gardening fleld we have
used news articles, bulletins and personal econtact, With the exception of
winter gardening we feel that our efforts have been productive, Insects
wore better controlled, and we feel possibly a better balance of vegetables
were produced in 1957 than in previcus years.




g'-t 8:
Mvocste watermelons as a cash crop in Southampton County in 1953,
2. Harketing methods are very much on a hiteand-miss arrangement.
3. Help improve methods of selling.
4+ Some disease control measures should be jromoted in a watermelon
production,
woals:

1. Hold meetinge communities where watermelons are growm to set up a

"
in
cooperative or some sales program,

2. Hold meetings, with the aid of pathologists' help, regarding the
disease control in producing this erop.

3. Get pdditional watermelon grewers.
-

Methods and Results:

1.

@atermelons have been grown to a very limited extert by about 12
growers for several years in the county, These growers are in one areaof
the county, and in a talk at a Ruriten meeting in this area in the spring
of this year the agent suggested that watermelons would possibly be a good
erop; consequently 400 aeres were planted by more than 60 growers, The
erop produced well and was sold profitably by each one that has been con~
tamtod. s

The marketing of watermelons is on a hit-and-miss basis. It
a;pears that to mske this erop more profitable a cooperative or some prior
sales arrangement could very well be worked out,

Disease control can also very well be enlarged upon advantageously.
These are some of the problems that we will attempt to solve in 1954,

>
b
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(Proj.Activities ~Truek Crops

.
T QLS
Status:

« The soils of Southempton County produce good ylelde and excellent
quality sweet potatoes.

2. There are 3 swet potrto curing houses in the county., Others are
needed ,

wme sdditional work esn be done on disease control and fertilization
m this erop.

{\. acresge of sweet po »os should be incressed.

sonls:

1. BSttempt to get une or two additional curing and storage houses bullt,
« Advige concern! disease control by seed treatment.

3- Get n re farmers to produce potatoes for sale, and to use froper
’ ’
fertilization,

¥ethods - Results:
B
Like the home garden, sweet rotatoes generally are produced for home
use, and by nearly every farmer in the county. MNore farmers, however, are
becon! interested in having & few bushels of potatoes house cured, Conse-
quently had 3 commereisl potato curing houses in the county. The ecarmeity
of these houses ranges from 1500 bushels to 3000 bushels, Due to the
demend lor this service we had 2 additional houses built in the county this
year, These houses will be used primarily to store potatoes produced on
the farm where the houses are located. Their capacity will be 1000 bush-
4218, and this is an indicetion that these farmers anticipate growing
potatoes commercially in 1954, We have advised farmers the proper method
of treating their seed to control disease; also how to handle potatoes in
the fisld to prevent brulsing. These recommendations have been adhered to
s by#those producing potatoes for indoor curing, and we feel will, as time
goes on, be practiced by most of the better produscers,




=uine
Status:
Southampton pro uces more swine than sny other county in the State,
and the quality, so far as breeding is concerned, is very good,
Nearly every farmer hns one or more purebred boars, Grade sows are
generally used,
The number of swine could very well be increased.
More economy can be practiced in feeding.
Disease and sanitation are problems, and considerable educational work

can be done regarding these,

joalst
L

Get more and better hogs in the county by cocoperating with local swine
snles. .

iotify farmers concerning sales.

Advise by news articles the advantages of pasture and proper feeding.

By personal contacts, news, bulletins, demonstrations, and meetings,
to aid in the control of disesse and parasites.

Advise more economic rations.

Methods and Resultes:

Finaneially hogs are our second most important orop in the eounty.
At least 2000 farmers out of the 2174 farm operators sell hogs. The num-
ber will renge from 3 or 4 animals up to 400, The finaneial return from
this project justifies considersble time being spent by the agent in
advising eoncerning the breeding and rroduction of swine, Every farmer has
one or more purebred boars, but with the sxception of purebred breeders,
that 1s, breeders breeding hogs for sale as breeding hogs; most of the
farmers have only grade sows. We ad7ise not having sows with more than the
first eross, However, this recommendation is not always followed. Yhen
a likely looking gilt with 12 or 14 teets is found in s herd,that indivi-
dual is gemerally kept for a breeder regrrdless of the nusber of erosses
in her breeding., However, the number of purebred animals in the eounty
has resulted in fewer low grade sows on the farms than there were a few
years ago.




(Livestock )
Swine,Cont'd,

The number of swine could very well be increased, even though we
produce more hogs than in any other county in Virginia, We have land that
would produce pegture that is palatable to hogs, and we have corm that will
justify an incressed number of hogs. Consequently the only feed that
would be necessary to by would be protein surlement and minéral mixtures,
Normally this makes an economieal program; consequently the nusber of hoge
is being increased each year over most of the other counties.

® JDisease and sanitation are among our greatest problems. We feel
that we have made considerable progress in our work on disease control, For
20 years we have trested a proximately 20,000 hogs annually against choldra
end other communicable diseases. However, since the new waccines, prim-
arily Rovac and the modified live virus products, have been available we
have almost diseontinued this service., We treat fewer than 100 hogs annually,
and these are trested in demonstrations showing farmers how to use the
vaceincs, We have now aproximately 100 farmers treating hogs, and we anti-~
cipate continuing this service where a producer wishes to treat his owm
hogs. Sinece the new vaccines have been avallable we have had fewer cholera
breaks than in previous years., We feel that great ;rogress hes been made
by lsboratofies and that the new waccines will eventually mean almost the
complete eradieation of hog cholera.

It 1s not so easy to get farmers to improve their unsanitary oon-
ditions, though many farmers are praocticing rotation grasing this year, and
nearly every farmer uses sodium fluoride for worms and Benzine Hexachloride
for the econtrol of external pearasites. What we are attempting to sccomplish
is the eradisation of the conditions that make these parasites possible, We
feel that with more farmers rotating grasing and feeding places, bullding
more and better hog houses that can be properly eleaned, and more modemn
feeding methods, more will be accomplished,

e have in the county 17 farmers producing registered hogs. These
men, with the assistance of the agent, organized the Southampton Purebred
Swine freeders' Association, and have conducted semi-snnunl sales for the
past “our years, They also participate in the semi-gnnual sales for the
Virginia Swine Breeders' lssociation which is conducted on one of the ad-
Joining counties, and in another semi-annual sale which is eonducted by the
Virginia Hempshire Swine Breeders' Assoclation, We use the sales more as
advertising the herds supplying the hogs than we do to supply the demand
for purebred hogs. At no time in the panst three years have these breeders

shad hoge on hand,that were qualified for reglstretion, thet were sold for
anything other than breeding. They keep the best blood lines, feed well,
and sell for reasonable prices,

In an effort to get more hogs !in the ecounty, better sanitary oondi-
tions and better feeding, we use newspaper articles, bulletins, specialist,
farmers' meetings, and personal letters. In our February letter we had
t® following to say eoncerning swine production:

" Hog prices are expected to be as good or better than in 1952,
There will be 13 to 12 percent fewer pigs farrowed than in
1951, Have your sows farrow on ¢lean land and keep pigs om
clean land, good pasture and full feed, The lack of sanita~
tion is our greatest hasard in hog production, Clean up ! *




(Projeet Aetivities,Cont'd) (Livestoek)

bgef Cattle
A. tatus:
1. Twenty years ago there were only 39 beef eattle in Southampton
County, the number now is about 4000 head, We should have, for
a proper balance in agriculture, 10,000 head in the county.
fe need more pruebred or high grade females,

Additional purebred bulls can be used,

Five hundred (500) Additional farms could justifisbly have from
2 to 50 steers,

Some of the old, grade cows should be sold and better grade heifers
retained.

Much additional work could be done toward proper feeding, includ-
ng winter grasing, emsilage feeding, and proper pasture grazing.

Goads:

1. Help farmers secure higher grade females and registered bulls for
beef herds,

2+ Advise farmers to dispose of low grade cows and retain higher
grade heifers,

3+ Concerning feeding we would like to have more silos built, better
pastures and chesisi, Lizner protein feed supply.

4s Encourage fermers to put in feed steers for spring sales,

Methods and Fesults:

l. The number of beefl cattle in Southampton County hes incressed many
times in the last five years. Ve now have in excess of 4000 hesd, and
ean Justifisbly increase up to 10,000 head. This is what we are doing
and we have an increase of apjroximately 200 to 400 head annually,

We have approximately 500 farms where there are no beef cattle, and
on which we gould use feeder steers profitably, and this 1s whewe we
are placing our greatest efforts in the beef cattle fleld, Only 18
steers were scld in the Petersburg Feeder Calf Sale this year, and over
300 have been bought., Breeders, other than the one who sold the 18




Project Activ, ,Cont'd, (Livestoek)
Beef

animals, are eigher feeding out their steers or selling loeally. Nearly all
of the better high grade and purebred heifers are kept in the county for
breeding purposes,

A considerable amount of work is being done on pastures so as to
inerease the number of beef cattle, Five silos have been built this year,
Such recommendations and sccomplishments are being uade so that we will
be in the beef cattle business permanently,
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(Project Activities,Cont'd) (jAvestoek)

o
Status:

1. There are 42 known sheep breeders in the county., The size of herds
range from 3 to 150 animals.

Antiquated shearing methods are practiced,

Parasites and dogs are hazards in the productions of sheep.

sonls:
1. Conduct ne or more sheep shearing demonstrations.
2. Encourage farmers to better eontrol parasites in their sheep flocks.

3. Attempt to get additional breeders.

Yethods and Results:

The average sise sheep flock 1s abo:t 20 animals., However the numbers
range from 7 to 150 animals, Our work with sheep has been through bulletins
and pegsonal contact. Ve held one sheep-shearing demonstration where 8
people were taught to shear sheep, using a more modern method than is cus-
tomarily practiced.

Farasite control is one of our problems. We are recommending, and
most flock owners are using, phenothiasine as it should be used and the
results are gratifying,

Three new breeders were secured this year, and five registered rame
were bought.




(Project Activities Cont'd

Status:

1. There is practically no commercial poultry production, though every
farmer has a floock for the production of eggs for home use,

Nearly every farmer, and many of the urban population produced
broilers and fryers for home consumption,

Home floocks need culling.

Parasites are hazardous in the production of poultry,
Goals:*

Encourage farmers to produce poultry for egg production for sale.
Attempt to get additional broilers produced for sale.

Teacl» flock owmers to cull their poultry.

Advise concerning parssites and disease in poultry produstion,

Insist on locally hatched chicks,

¥ethods and Fesulte:

Except for three or four poultry culling demonstrations little work
has been done with this jroject. We attempted to hold a poultry meeting
and had only 12 present, and most of these were 4N Club members. Their
participation will be discussed elsewhere, In our letter of Pebrusry we
referred to poultry as followst

" Don't*fool with broilers or fryers on a large scale. A lay-
ing flock is better. I would 1ike to talk with 50 people
interested in egg production,”

“

Probably the most im ortant interest we have exhibited in the poul-
try fleld is the procurement of baby ehicks, Only a short time ago nany
thousands of ehicks were shipred in from all parte of the United States,
This has been thme even since we have had J certified hatcheries in the
county, We recommend on every possible oocasion that loeal poultrymen
secure their chicks from the local hatcheries, eliminating the long ship-
néht, These recommendations hove been scoepted, and at the present tive
only two or three thousand chicks are brought in from distances exceed ing

50 miles, and approximately 80 percent of the chicks are bought from the
loeal hateheries,




A.

Status:
1. ¥oodlands in Southampton County are an important part of the farm enter-
rise; 68% of the total land area, or 179,000 aeres, being in woodland,

2. Our woodlands are badly depleted,

3. Wuch thinn'ng, releasing and interplanting should be done to meke our
forests more troductive,

Goals:
1. Conducted forestry tours
2. Mvise concemning thinning, releasing, and transplanting young growth.

romote fire econtrol,
Methods -

Production of commercial timber is a very important part of our farm
jrogram, Throughout the year we hove urged,in every possible manner knowm,
the sugression of forest fires. By news articles, 10 farmers meetings, and
personal contacts we have explained the proper care of forests to promote
nore growth of degsirable specles of forest trees,

In addition to the above we conducted two forestry tours; 181 farmers
made thes~ tours and,along with other things, were shown properly shaped
seed trees, cutting where seed trees wore left in strips, evenly distributed
seed trees, clean cut and selectively cut areas, results of different log-
ging methods, and where controlled burning had been used, all to learm how
to best obtaln restocking and proper growth, The group was showm properly
eonstructed fire lanes, the best method of controlling hardwood specles,
and a fence post treating demonstretion, This demonstration was to encour-
age farmers to treat their posts so that fewer trees would be taken out of
the forests over a puriod of years for this purpose. In one of our letters
we had this %0 say, concerning forestry:

" Sixty-eight percent of our total county area is in woodland,
this neans that we have 179,044 sores devoted to the produc-
tion of tisber. Any area of land this great should produce
more erop than we are producing i our county. We should give
it more attention; more care and use it more completely, In
1951 nearly 700 acres of this land wos burned over by fire
and all but sbout 14 acres of this could have be m avoided,
Let be more careful with firel"
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the individual land owners In
addition to their fire suppression
work the company is equally ac-
tive in the prevention of fires
In their own woodland operations
msiderable care is always taken
prevent fires starting, and
much effort has been spant in
teaching the small woodland own-
ets the importange of keoping
fires out of their woods.

The land purchasing program

Camp Manufacturing Com-
should add further to the
In the

of
pany
prosperity of the county
future the income from this land
should be much greater than
would otherwise be expected. The
forest land owned by the com-
pany is under the management of
trained foresters who have sus-
tained yield in mind as their chief'
objective. This means the land
will produge a constant crop of
tress, with a continuous flow of
money into the county

the distributed
for wages and raw material, the|
additional markets made avail-|
Un vmﬂbmly of mare com-|
n‘t lh. |
in the woodlands, the service
educational facilities p'o-l
v|d-¢ almed to increase the pn)-{
ductiveness of woodlands through
out the county, and the fire pro-|
tection provided Camp Manufac-
turing Company has added much
to the general well-being of the
farmers of Southampton County
These values should show an In-
crease in the future as the resulls
of the company's farsighted pol-
icies are realized







B

HAMPTON COUNTY FOR 1953.

Clud work for boys in Southampton is not as generally
ofooapted as it should be. As of January lst wn had only
about 45 active ¢ludb members, This nusber should de 150
or more and we hope %o increase the present muber materially.

The present club mesbership projects are confined almost Gotire~
1y %o livestock, %e balieve this trend %o be in the right
direction, though do not feel that projects of other types
should be neglected., We axpect to enlarge our oludb enroll-
ment in the spring and stress , equally, livestock and erop
roduction, The following goals were, in part, set uwp by

the County Couneils

oals:

l. Increase membership to 150 boys, Gdrls with livestook projects
will count in this number,

Esch club secure e leader.

Have 100 percent completion of all projects,and records turmed
in,

fo get several club members to carry more than one project,

Secure at least one representative from esch club to attend
the County Council meetings,.

ave at least one mesmber from each club attend 4 Summer Camp.

Secure for any club achleving any five of the above goals, an
appropriate banner as a reward for their afforts,

rganise county-wide projects , such as dairy, beef, or swine
elubs, and hold county meetings for such members.

Interest club mesmbere in more of the District and State awards,

Sponsor rural life service at one or more of the county
Churches.

Have at least one representative from the county at the State
Short Course at VFI,

Have a party for all club sembers completing their project and
submitting reeord books,

In obtaining above goals it is planned to work through alubs,
with parents of members, personal visits by agents,leaders,and ot er
members. Also by tours, news items,bulletins, and personal letters




to members; also by planning interesting programs for elub meetings,
interviewing pastors of the warious churches and working with the
State 4H Club persomnel,

c. Methods and Results:

1. The number of 4 Glube mesbers taking agricul tural projects were
inereased to 112,

2. All the clubs did not secure a leador, although a mumber of people
act a8 leaders or advisors in all the club sctivities carried on by the olud
wenbers.

3. Completions were - percent,

»

4e Nore club meubers have carried more than one projeet than in pre~
vious yoars, This is due to the fect that the Electrie Project wms brought
in, and those who had the electric work in most instances had two (rojects,

5« There were 3 County Counell m-etings held this year, and one or
mesbers from each club attended ome or more of these meetings,

- 6 There were 19 boys attending 4N Camp, though there were some olubs
not represented,

2. Cownty-wide projects, such as dairying, beef, and swine, are con~
tinued as in previous years.

10, Jural Life Sunday wae participated in or attended by mesbers from
all clube, There were 4 Rural Life services in which keep interest wms
showm by the club members and those who generally attend chureh,

11, There were 2 boys attending the State Short Course from Southampton
County.

12, All the record books have not been tumed in; eonsequently it is
not yet imown whether or not & part will be held for those ecmploting
their rojects, Some of the wost interesting and profitsble agrisultural
projects carried by club menbers are baby beef, dairying, swine, slectric

projects, snd gardening,

4~ Club Project Aotivities:

iesl irolegts:
. In the sumer and autumn of 1952 we planned to have a loeal baby
beef show and sale. This plan worked, we think, wvery efficiently. The show
and sale was conducted st ocur office on Nay lst, and all the publicity given
advised that the cattle would sell to the highest bidder, with no bidding
or support from the ocutside to make the animals sell for more than market
price, based on grede, We believe this is a sensible plan. It does not
build in the particijants a sense of false values, and we believe that
eventually we will have more buyers interested in attending this sale and




make more lively competition, From the business houses in the county
we secured money for prises. These prises ranged from §28 to $50 per
animal, the grend chempion receiviang the $50 prise, and the lowest grade
animal receiving §28, These prises were probably too large, though we
wanted to make up to these mesbers what they falled to get in the price
received for their animels,. e are very well pleased with the results
of our sale, and a continuation of the same plan will be in effect in
1954.

There were 24 boys and girls who had baby beewes for thelr
project; 18 of these sold at our local sale and 6 sold at the 2-year-old
Petersburg Show and Sale, In this show cne of our mesbers won first place
in fitting and showing.

We foel that directly related to our feeder oalf activities,
one club member has bought a registered ingus heifer. From this heifer,

and any other additions he mekes, he expects to establish a herd of
beef eattle.

Ralry Fgeiscte:

This project 1s 5 years old, and the 25 mesbers having this pro-

Jeot own 34 enimals, nearly all of wiieh are registered Guernseys, Five
new mesbers for this project were enrolled this year, though each year
about as -gydroﬁ:.ot club work as come in. Consequently, the total nus-
“ber does not inerease in proportion to the nusber of new o

On Septesber 13, Southampton dairy elub mesbers showed 16 animals
against competition from Norfolk County and Isle of Wight County, This
show is sponsored by the Southemstern Jumior Dairy Club members., The 16
animals shown from Southampton County won Champiom and Reserve Champion
placing; first and second in showing, firet and second in fitting, and
first place in five of the 6 other classes.

Three of the Southampton dairy project members showed their
animals at the Atlantic Rurel Exposition and placed well, Ome boy, with
his entries,won second place in the dam-and-dsughter alass. They showed
in both the cludb and open classes,

2xipe iTolects:

The Sears, Rosbuck Breeding Fig rroject has been conduoted in the
county for eight years. This year, like prévious years, this project has
ereated considershle intersst, and a number of animals have beem distributed
in the commmity where the member lives., Those who have the Sears’ plgs
this year are:~ (1) Bammey Overby, Branchville,Vaj (2) Garrell Orey, Boy-
kins,Virginia; (3) Berkley Oray, Boyiins,Va; (4) Randolph Lassister, Boye
kins, Va.; and (§) Samuel Simmons, Boykins, Virginia,
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MARKETING, DISTRIBUTION, AND FARM AND HOME SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS




14

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT, FORESTRY,

AND WILDLIFE

Interpretation
{ siderat

to be o e PLANNING
ECONOMIC & ts ' :
pr s incident o
thus pag
A Soil-and-water
to all cxtens

fertin

gravity

ke

wild
Persons piven assstance in determin

kel wrons




L "
15

@ SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT, FORESTRY, AND WILDLIFE
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PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT OF THE FARM BUSINESS - Interpretation

PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT OF THE FARM RUSINESS
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FARM BUILDINGS AND MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT —Interpretation

FARM BUILDINGS AND MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT
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THE HOUSE AND SURROUNDINGS, FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT
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HOME MANAGEMENT, FAMILY BCONOMICS, AND CLOTHING—Interpretation
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FOODS AND NUTRITION, HEALTH, FAMILY LIFE, AND SAFETY Interpretation

FOODS AND NUTRITION, HEALTH, FAMILY LIFE, AND SAFETY
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS —Interpretation
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS
-
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SUMMARY OF 4 H CLUB PROJECTS—Interpretation
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4 H CLUB MEMBERSHIP —Interpretation
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WORK WITH YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN
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MISCELLANEOUS - Interpretation
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SUMMARY OF EXTENSION INFLUENCE - Inter;
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SUMMARY OF EXTENSION INFLUENCE
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COOPERATION WITH OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIES —Interpretation
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COOPERATION WITH OTHER PURLIC AGENCIES
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YOUR ANNUAL REPORT
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