a/wswae @q:_wf

COUNTY
EXTENSION
WORK

| Vi/r?iMia a.rz“.mmz £xtm&§m Soia

oqent.

Charles City & New Kent
assistant agent county




Introduction.
Project Activities
oreetry
farm Management
Agronomy.
Corn Program
Soybean "rogram

Pasture "rogran

Weed Control Togram. .

Iivestock Progream

oultry..
Jareeto.m b
Miecellaneous
Conclueion..
Attachmente
195€ Corn Clud Rerert
-F Camm tatement

Article on Johneon Grase

from

everarer




This ie the thirty-fourth year, over one-third of a century.of con-
tinuous agricul tural rtension work in Charles City and Nev Kent Counties
under one county agent At the beginning of thie period. Extension wvork
was in 1te infancy; it wae new, and in sany counties it was #till non-
existent Today., 1t hae developed to the roint vhere there is not a
county in Virginia that doee not have one or more Extansion vorker.

Thie rerort ie concerned not with this great developmant, dut rather

the rrogress made in theese counties during the precent year. fev-

sbjectives were g 2 in th n of work in the folloving order:

Helrin, the farmer to keep hie hend above water during the pregent
period of low farm rrices. It will undertike tc @6 this Wt

a) elping to held do i unit cost of vroduction.

Adviesing hi rithin hie limitations ae to vhat ghifte he can
profitadly = in types on entervrises

e¢) Helring him to get maximum dendfite from the Nationa) ASC and
acreage control program

Felring the farmer do those things that vill even under ndverse
conditione maintain fertility of his eoil

o vhatever ie roeeible to rrovide better marketing facilities
and better markete

Do whatever is poseidle to improve farm living conditiones and
standarde of 11y

re largely "generalizatione”. How these
accomrlished hae to be, and 1e, spelled out later in

rk in more detall

ehall now attempt to give you my report in narrative form, follow-

rt v ork and in part the calendar of events so that

nge as they actually happened.




firet rrojecte to get started, and for Nev Eent, one of

most important wae the forestry contest. This actually had gotten

under vay in “eptember, 1955 It vas an attempt, using a nev method to
break the cruet of indifference that had held bdack all efforts to ime
rove our &xteneive cut over foreert area that needes improvement. On
aturday, December 8, a forestry fleld demonstration was held on three
separate wvooded tracte in the wvestern end of Nev Kent Comnty. The dem-
onstrat! | uded ulldozing, weed tree kil'ing, thinning and trane-
orrert "atton, Ascociate Extension Foreester, gave the
iemonetration Souirment wa- furniehed by several commercial concerns.
olloving the demonetration during the spring, forestry experts visited
contestants and helped them work out their prejects They were also

erieted in securing aid from the ASC and Soil Conserwation Service. In

eptember, contestantes wvho had completed their projects were checked and
e awarded The Ruritane sronsored the program in the bdegin-
ing n hen the prizee vere avarded, gave the winnere a supper and
entertainment. Four adult-and three Junior priszes were awvarded Some
resmults accomplished by this project are:

A grently aroused interest in foreest improvement by both young

and old,
A coneideradble number of projects started by contest members.

considerable outeide help ir deing made availadle at a very low
cont.
any non-participante in the contest have started projecte--
particularly tree plant




he vhole project e g hondle r thore directly concerned--
the woodland owners

n November, a reorganization meeting was held and officers were

selected for the coming year A nev contest ir novw under wy

Janmary 12, Mr Nuckolle, Jr., Asrociate "xtension Nconomiet
at V.P. 1., held two meet! there coudtios to discuees income and focial

ecurity taxes "his wae the opening gun in the farm management program

for the year ie meeting wae folloved by another in February by
uckolle on "Keeping Farm decorde” and by a third by Mr. Kenneth

pope on cost accounte An intereesting thing adout there meeotings wae

that each ware larger than the one defore it and at these mbebings a

number of farmers attended vho had not been to some of the Exteneion
nge for a long time.

It developed at the third meeting on cost accounts Y Mr. loope that

figures he war surplying us wvere for lighter farmm esuipment than we
&, *0 1t wvas suggerted thot he come dowvn later and work up some

figures in this area fe did thie in September, srending the better

of two doye vielting eome of our larger farme. Ve plan to make use

information he hars recured in meetinge this vinter.
\aronomy.
From December through February, the various phasees of the ageonomy
rrogram develored T™he wind-up of the 1955 corn clud program, the ban-
suet and awarding certificates and vrizes was held on Deceamber 2nd. In

nuary, the agronomy committee met and drev up a mumbder of recommenda-
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program c+lled for more summer and more winter pasturs,
with vermanent veeture remalning at about ite present level Due %o the
amount of rainfall, pastures have been uniformly good all senson, and
there wars not the nead for excesr summer pasture that we usually find
'here has al been a tendency on the part of the farmers %o let the
asture ride Fertilizer rlied during the past three years has bLeen
able to show what 1t ean do in 1956 ne Constal Bermuda grass plot of

of the four started in 1955 remaine ané 1s in good condition It hae

created comeiderd®®d interest in the neighdorhood vhere it 1s planted

Ite future 1e sorevhat in doudt

Yeed Contreld

A special Johneon grass contrel committee was set up thie spring in
Fent with Nr. RE. % Narrieon ae chailrman. In June, Mr. Amos and
Kates from V.P. I, came in with A spray rig and ret up a Johnson raee

killing demonstration nesr Tallayeville, using twe types of weed killer.
Following thies, the New Xent Board of Supervisors sppropriated money to
urchase 10 A for demonetration purroses Mr. NBarrison took
fetriduted 1t over the county among twenty
tventy-five farmers, areiet them in ¥illing small patches and dem-
onstrate how effective 1t wn e loen) engineer for the State Highway
epartment also g ' Y v o 1t that Johneon grase aleng
the highway wme ¥ k¢ ] it that it wvould not go to seed.

neiderable intereest w 10 oe City County, eo 1t 1¢ proda-

o will set " J here in 1957 I am attaching a




report form from Mr. Harrison on results accomplished.
Logram.
Mr. Curtie Maet cas rovidence “orge on March Vth to conduct
g for cattle € d sheep ralcers It wvar well attended. The
served ae an tlook revort an 1s0 a general reviev of the probd-
leme facing livestock ralesrs in 1956 uring the year, there hag been
some diecuseion of steer feedir but few, if any, actual commitmente.

vo more farmers rut calves in the feedsr calf eale thie year Moet

cattle men are #til] marking time The work with hoge wns done through

1

circular and pereon contact o formers re started in the hog husi-

rure-bred crossed The sheep ralsers vere assisted in get-
commercial sheep shearer and at an early date One new flock

started roper management practices were encouraged--in

leere or etay out of the business.

rerent ivice seriously.

to and vieiting poultry
Iike other counties, wve
getting larger com-
veloping their own markete
andling and by so doing, sell
ente above the Richmond whole-
our large river farms have
augnenting their income and marketing

e have learned to control our con-




wwe any serious outbreaks. Pro-

usiness in 1955 and 1996 and has helped many

people to =t on the farm Ne evelorments where hatcheries,

enlere nnd even large milling companies are rutting farmers in the

ege Yueiness. frankly, have ues vorried If they mucceed in over-producing

have over-produced bdroileres, we may bde in troudle

¥hen the As prers ne month was alloted for work

Jamestown L-FH Cam \ctually, all or part of sixty-two days were

in vorking with camp in

one way or another Teven of these daye

vere Saturdays and “undaye arly in the year, plone wvere developed to

mild a porch on the south pide of the dining add. BEngine we from

lacksburg came dowvn and drafted plane for a rorch 18 ft. wide and 60 f%.

Mier flocum initinted a money-ralsing caupaisn and succeeded in

rtting contridutione for about half the coet of the porch.

Campere started coming in early in May and contimued through Septes-

even into October Camp officially ovened, full scale, on June

losed on “eptember Sth Seven L. groups came in for a veek

at camy o Presbyterian.groupes, two Methodiet ghwrch groups, a choral

sroup and a poultry group from the “tate Department of Agriculture each

gpent a week or several daye at cam everal counties had county-wide

<N ricniece everal church groups had waekend campe A great many

preople came in on Saturdays and “undays to plcaie and svim. Most of

these wvere pvarenty or frisnde of L-N nembere

Attendance thie year etruck a hig int as #14 total and net ine




The camp hopes to be sufficiently near out of debt in the near future o

that it can make more needed improvements.

During the year, almost from the firest day, and continuing up to the
present time, the varioue government grograme have called for conestant
fort. Many people h to be advised about socinl security in addition
to the nelp given at meetinge e "gae refund lav" that went into effect
let, brought in calle, and neve letters were sent out to all far-
mers with reference to it, in addition te reonal contacte The A®C pro-
in 1te varioue rhacee brought mere than the usual amount of work thie

2

renr or one thing, Charles Cit yecame & corn allotment county for the

:{::' "he vorkinge of thie program had to be explained at length to many
erring. 1, the Soll Bank program, vhen it went
A number of farmers were helped to
eptember . nominating committees had
up for election of \ and community committeemen Now,
he 1957 program »t ng v L} face In one way, all these
ve to the farmer that 1t
rogram, he aecepts 1%. Othervise, he

arge mensure accepted the Acresnge Control

Program rear nd vheat They will aleo accept, very willingly,

the commodity credit loane orn acreage control, they do not appear %o
vant, if sound and nolee means anything . and some features of the Soil
nk, they do not, rresent, think 11 But, they will aceept

them,if necessar;
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Fight on Jehnson
Grass Going Okay |

Providence Forge—E E h‘rn-z
son, Sr. chalrman of the Johnson
Grass eradication committee, ap-|

ted by the Board of Super-
Visors, reported at the November
meeting of the supervisors that mo|
pounds of TCAS for demonstra-
tion purposes had been distributed
to some 22 farmers and that the|
results were most favorable

Mr. Harrison stated the (Amunl
feel that eradication s not hopn-‘
less now and they want to follow
up with the spraying on next year's
.| growth
| W. P. Tunstall
Roger Gregory
are the other members of this com-
mittee
Farmers reporting the demons
stration giving good resuits were
C. L. Willlams, H. W. Davis, B L
|{Crump, L. R. Brown, E P. Binns
|Thomas Bowery, H. J. Batkins, P.
|P. Johnson, R. H. MecCormick, W
{D. Taylor, W. J. Wallace, R. W
[Davis, R. R Rapdoiph, Royster
1Moody, Prank Washington, W L
Evelyn, C. L. Fishe: M. R Reams,
H. P. Pisher, John Mihalcoe and
W. R. Davis
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