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Abstract

The work presented in this thesis documentation seeks to find
harmony in color and form through painting, sculpture, and architecture.
Proportion, composition, and rhythm are the means to such an endeavor.
This harmony at which the work aims is that which resonates deep within
the human spirit. This search is fundamentally related to ideas about
visual perception and the body’s reaction to it.
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Introduction

The research documented in this book in color and form is about seeing. It is about the moment
after one sees something and before they try to make sense of it. It is about trying to extend this
moment for as long as possible to allow the object of perception to become a subject; that is to
become an acting being in the world. In this moment the object makes an impression that is felt
throughout the body. In this moment the object can ring true in accordance with the world in which
one lives, or it can make a discordant sound. This search is for the former. It is for a harmony that
is true to the world and true to the human spirit.

The work documented in the following pages is an attempt at finding this harmony through
making; through painting, sculpture, and architecture. Proportions, arrangements, rhythms are
played out in color and form directed towards harmonic compositions. Paintings are not turned
intfo sculpture which is then carried out into architectural models; these relationships are not so
linear. Looking at the body of work it can be difficult to tell when painting stops, when architecture
begins, and what happens in between.

The straight lines, orthogonal angles, flat planes, and mostly primary colors do not reflect any
belief about what is appropriate or true, but rather they are a set of limits to freely play inside
of.

As the work is highly perceptual and not conceptual, there is little to write about it. The work
is about the objects themselves, the paintings, sculptures, and models. The digital representations
of the work through photography are an attempt to demonstrate some of the perceptable
qualities of the pieces.

Lastly, thank you for allowing me to share this work with you. That is why | make things, to share

them with the others. | hope that you enjoy the work.

Imbrie Packard
Blacksburg Virginia, Spring 2009







































14



15



16



17






19






21



22






24



25



26



27



28



'
|
|
|
I
I
|
]
I
i
T
)
4

' WINRIIEEG £ 3R SEARERRC " b

29

11




30









33



34



35



36



37



38









Table of Images

Color Study 1, watercolor on paper, 9” x 12"

Color Study 3, watercolor on paper, 9” x 12"
Fragment of Untitled 2, acrylic on board, 32” x 48”
Untitled 2, acrylic on board, 32” x 48”

Fragment of Untitled 1, acrylic on board, 32” x 38”
Untitled 1, acrylic on board, 32” x 38”

Color Study in Planes 1, mixed media, 25" x 18” x 22"
Color Study in Planes 2, mixed media, 15” x 16” x 20”
Untitled, wood and latex paint, 30” x 15” x 32”

Woatertaxi Competition Entry, colored pencil on vellum, 24” x 36"
Perspective Study 1, watercolor on paper, 24” x 36"

Three Architectural Models, mixed media

Model 2, museum board and spray paint, 10” x 11" x 4”

Plan with 4 Elevations, graphite on vellum, 24” x 36”

Model 4, wood and latex paint, 48” x 48" x 24”

w

5, 41

7, 42

10,11,15
12,13,14,16,17
18 - 22

24
25
26
27,28
29
30-40

41



Bibliography

Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von. Theory of Colours. New York:

Dover, 2006.

Kandinsky, Wassily. Concerning the Spiritual in Art. New York:

Dover, 1977.

Le Corbusier, Le Corbusier — The Artist: Works from the Heidi

Weber collection. Zurich: Edition Heidi Weber, 1988.

42



