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THE COUNTY AND ITS PEOPLE

Greene County is located om the Southeast side of the Blue Ridge .
Mountains about one hundred miles southwest of Rashington, D.C. The County
is bound by Albemarle, Orange, Madison, Page, and Rockinghas Counties,

The nearest towns of interest are Hurrisonbupg and Charlottesville,

About twelve square miles of the mountainous area of the County hss
been taken over by the Governvent as part of the Shenandosh Natiomal Park
and hunireds of fasilics have been moved out of the mountains. However,
there are ﬁtin several hundred fanilies living on small rocky farms that
are too steep and too poor to be cultivated profitably. These pecple
have intermarried until there is an astounding amount of feeblemindedness,

epilepsy and other physical defects.

66% of the farn workers have murginal incomes. The as:essed value

per capata, real estate, and personal property is $196. At the foot of
the mountains is a fairly rich wulley consisting of good farming land,
Mommhtmoumwrotwpum. The land is
rolling and well drained,

One of Greeme County's most abundant natural resources is rocks.
There is a sufficient supply for road construection and any type of masonry.
The streams are harnessed to operate many saall grist mills which make

4t.ho finest grade of corn meal, Tirey also are a drasing card for Sringing
in tourist to fish, The pasture land of blue groas furnish feed for beef
gattle which bring top prices on the market.

The pévple are mostly descendants of some Bescian soldiers who

resained in America after the Revolutionmary Way. The smountein dwellers
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m npunr thriftless type of people.. The. m. cmc men have
brought their fasilics out into the valleys and have been able to make
‘sost satisfactory livings and sccusulate ssall estates.

The homes are sbout the séme as we would find in any section of
the country. The poorest fimilies live in two or three room buts made
of loga or very inferior lusber. They all have plenty of ventilatiom.
As the standard of living improves the yeople find better and larger

- homes, which ate either frame, stucco, cinderblock, brick or rock.
They runge in size from five to twelve rooms,

The chief sources of income are beef cattle, hogs, sheep, poultry,

tourists, trucks, general merchantile businesses, garages, filling

stations and hatcheries. Home demonstration work hus made several -
isportant changes in the County. The standard of living hos been raised,
many conveniences lhave been pluced in the homes and on the farma,

The soil comservation progran has isproved the land and increased
the fars income, More electricity is being placed in homes to lighten

the work of both farm man and women, ‘f,




FINAKCIAL SUPFORT OF WORK

fome demonstration Werk is supported By & Cousty board of super-
visors which consists of three men who are elected every four years,
‘one from each district, at the general clection, The amount of the
appropriation was increased in 1936 and again in 1988. :

The county officers have been most cooperative in helping the
agent secure a uthfac@ory office that is large enough to hold meetings
in, and i3 also light and airy. The County Bo-emk%xg Board which will

be described fully dn the next papagraph raises a small amount of money
each year to supplement the County apyropriation,
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WOMEN'S VORK
The women's work in the Coumty is directed by an organisation called
" The County Homemaking Board.” It is made up of the professional home

economists and the otricor (president, vicé-president and M) of

ssch club and & few women who are chosen from "at large® because of their
intmat. in the work, their progressive influence and ability to help plan
for better rural life and then in executing the plans. |

This board serves as a clearing house at which the wvarious sgricul-
tural agencies explain their programs ani adjust them so as to eliminate
duplications. The professicmel workers meet a few weeks before the date
set for the Meeting of the Homemaking Board and discuss the general
County needs, so as to have definite problems to submit to the board to
be worked on, At the general meeting thcse county needs are preientod
and the women discuss them with the professional workers to complete
plans and find ways of carrying out plans for the sdvancement of the
county's welfare. ; :

This board gives the various agencies an opportunity tc understand
the progras being comducted by each group., It is a very efficient
clearing house, This organization meets twice a year. Once in the
spring to weigh needs and formulate plans for the next year, The
subject for major emphasis, the campaign topic end federation goals
are chosen., Then after the members have presented the tentative
schedules and the ciubs bave pussed on thex the Loard meets sgain in
the fall and adopts the program and works out mays to present the

program in the various comsuniities. The chairmun of the boari rresents




this plan at the State meeting. :
There i{s a county ho-e—kiu comnittee, consisting of the chair-

san of each club in the county, the chairmsn of the Homemaking Boerd,
the pr.,fol'uionl worker and the state specialists. This committee met
in the fall with the chairmen of the various clubs, the county home
demonstration agent, and the state food spocialist‘and made cut a
county program, momth by month, designating what each demonstration in
the project for mejor emphasis would be and when it would be given,
The chairmen then presented thi: program to their clubs along with the
canpaign plans and federation goals selected to be adoptled,

The women attending the meeting had discussed the neeis of the
community with the club -o;en prior to the plunning meeting so were
ready to speak up and ask for things that would be a very -definite help
to the people. The home demomstration clubs are made up of the women
of the county who are progressive enough to feel a desire to better
their conditicns,. The homes they come from range from the very low or
submarginal to thou.ot very high standards, There is also a wide range
in thedir capability and gdvantages. These cluba meet regularly each
month, The largest club has thirty-eight members and the smallest
about eight. Im all but tso cases the women live eloae'énough to the
copmunity center to walk to the meetings. In one of the two the agent
tas to go from home to home and g:.tnér up the women and take them to
and from the meetings., The cther club is composed of women who own
cars and can provide their own transportation.

Esch club is organized with a president, vice-president, secretary,
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'('ut have tun“-, otkets do.not,) & reporter, and t.'o lesders.
mcmkmnporwuc write articles #bout the club and
148 neetings and see to having them published in the local papers.
‘The leaders are apsointed to atiend the four lesder training meetings
which are held to give training to these women sc that they can give
the demonstratioms at the club neetings,

A club program is made out ami adopted 41\1 Novenber. This year
the plan called for a Christmas party in December to which either the
whole cumminity or ju:'t the farily of the mesbers are invited according
to the sisze of the place in which the party is to be given., January
was devoted to a discussion of gardens, which was our campaign topic,
February, March :nd September were reserved for demonstrations om the
major project, April to the Federatiom Goals, Nay to flowers and
flower arraungements and two clubs beld small flower chows in Jume, the
other clubs had special demonstrations on clothing., Each club hed
an outing in July or August. Some picnicked om the Skyling.Drive,
others mn-od nistorical points of imterest. The clubs that pic-
muu:mammzutmpmmmzm.-m-Mm
outings in August devoted July to fall gurdens. The October meetings,

canning contests or club fairs were held to select the canning displays

for ichievement Day. November is r»»_r;mniuuuﬁ month,
The clubs usually have a community project shich they work om
during the year, Some of them for this year were--& clean-up caspaign

to get sll the rubbish hsuled cut of town, Six clubs sponsored hot

-10-




Junches n the schools. Two assisted with commumity fairs to ralse
money to help eduip school; in their communities,

The president, vice-president, and the secretary become members
of the lomesaking Bosrd and the president of the County Home Demon-
stration Conmittee.

There are aprroximately ome thousand white homemakers in t.ht
county. Home demonstration work is reaching two hundred thirty-sight
homenakers directly and five hundred seventy-three indirectly.

The enrollments in clubs for the last three years are shown ia

A

the table below,

] L
v Hembership . Number Reached Indirectly

#

10 179 468

10 ATS

251

9
There are’ three magisterial districts in Greeme County, ¥omroe with

238 573

four clubs, Ruckersville with ope =nd Stanardsville with four.
Ruckersville District is more thinly settled and more women drive
ears 5o they can come from lbnger distances to & club meeting, therefore,
there is not a need for as many clubs as in the other distriets., In
Stanardsville and Monroe Districts practically sll the women walk to amd
from meetings. This necessitates baving smsller clubs and more of thesm,
¥hen the committee met to plan the progras for this year they tock

into considerstion the fact that the women had worked om house dres es,

5y
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‘work clothes snd children's garwents. Thus the results indleatsd that

the women would profit by having snother years work in clothing. The
plan was worked out So that women in the low income bracket could
continue msking inexpensive dres:es but do them better, and the
women of higher incomes could go into more difficult work,

After the county program was worked out each club selected the
two women who were the most skilled fn sewing and could be of most
assistance to the agent to be leaders. Four leader training meetings
were held to give the lcaders special training :{n leadership, Therse
all dny ngotings vere held in thé Home Demonstration Agent's office.
The state clothing specialist was present at thre-e of them cnd gave the
demonstration, the home demonstration agent gave the other. In tuo of
the ¢lubs the leaders gave two of the demonstrations. In sll the other
clubs the leaders assisted Iit§ the demonstrations.
: In several clﬁ it was necessary to beiin right down at the very
beginuing and explain the patterns and how to lay them om the materials,
 bedauise ‘new members had Joined the group or becauise the women did not
mw&m“umumuponmmmmn
‘nmls. To spoil the dress would have meant a great loss to thems,

For these clubs, special all day mectings were h:ld at homes where
several tables could be provided to use for cutting out garments. In
aome cases as pany as four women were cutting out dresses st the same
tise under the supervision of thée leiders and the agent. To be sure
that the garments fitted and that the women could go om with them, the
women were urged to buste the garments so that they could be fitted

before the meeting adjourned.
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: One seeting was hild on accesscries. The agent and lesders made
up & large simber of different kinds of collar and cuff sets, vests,’

belts, false frouts, ete. At the meetings these articles were used
%o show how a foundation dress could be changed to fit wurious needs.
One meeting was held on remodeling dresses .ni coats. In several
cases, the women were able to go to mission cloilﬂ.ng bureaus ani buy
dresses and coats from the missionaries that were made of beautiful
material and then remodel them, When finished the dresses I;Qved like
expensive garments. One bundred ninty-twc neéw dresses were sade at an
estimated saving of $245. One hundred twenty other garments at a
saving of §l45. One hundred sixty-five garcents were remodeled at a
saving of ‘S&). On. hundred sixty-five women reported inprc_ving their
grooming and forty-ecight improving the type of shoes worn.

The REA is working on extending a line through Greeme County.
This .ttgrt 4ms spurred the Madison Power Company to greater activity.

_ 4s a result, =ight homes with which the ageut works installed now

light asystems, fifty-eight better lamps were secured, seven lamps

m-d.m-aihxp. jugs, ete. Thirty-six smell sppliances
were bought. ‘ /

Two demomstrations were given in comverting oil lamps into elec-
tric lights. This was dome late in the year, therefore, only a few wosen
had an opportunity to cumvert their lamps before report time.

This has been a year of umususl home repair, Forty women reported
improving the treatesent of palis, Ope woman had tried for several years
to get her dining room and kitchen jainted without results. Thiz year
without saying anything to her husiand she purchased the paint from a

mall order house with money she had secured from her poultry. The first

-15-




: 4 .
day her busband 1e¢ft home for «ll day she started paintisgs She
placed two chairs oo & table uni used & plamk scross the chairs to
make & platform to stand on, When the husband returned, he found
& large part of the rocm painted, He was 30 pleased with the
results that he wanted to hire t.hc rest dome, but .che stuck to the
job and finished it, putting two coats om each room. The money
saved in labor bought print for a third room. :

Late last year a demonstration was given in making silp covers
and reupholstering. This year sixty-six pleces were refinished, two
reupholstered, forty-one slip covered and sixty-eight chairs ani stools
were reseated at s total saving of §758. Forty-one homes were re-
paired on the outside. The repairs included painting hou“:. mending
roofs, fixing chimneys and repairing windows and porched.

A small hendicraft shop has been opened in the county by ome of
the missionaries. It hus furnished a —.l"kct for small srticles which
can be scld for from ten cents to cne dollar. A few things of higher
price w&,_m did not go so well, muou‘m given to
m in making corn shuck mats, weaving -\&a from yurn or rige. One

-mb‘cmuentm;dmrwut-mwmimtora hot dish

mat that she made it large emough for a hearth rug. She wanted to sell
it, but her daughter would not let her.

Poultry is becoaing quite an economic ites in this county. There
are two hatcheries which buy eggs from flocks that are certified Alﬂ>
reach their standards. This sarket has increased the price and to hawe

the hens produce more and better eygs, the generucl feeding and breeding




methods have been adopted. - Amomg those reporting, seventy-eight are

l fol.owing improved breeding phn-, elghty-nine purchasing baby chicks,
eighty-nine foliowing feeding recommendations ‘and one hmdlred nine
panitation fecom‘?ndat.iona in disease ani parssite coﬁtrol. Fifteen
farzs had improved equipment. Greene County is near Charlottesville

which provides a good market for chickens and eggs.

Food preservation is one of the largest household activities of

the homesakers in Greene. They take yride in canning & very large part
of the food supply. The canning dome is a very high quality. Ilast
year exhibits taken from the pantry shelves wom a placing in the state
canning céntest. This year the women reported canning 11,576 quarts of
touatoes, 27,808 quarts of other vegetables, 19,540 guarts of fruit and
fruit juice, 9,430 gquarts of meat, 9, 32 quarts of preserves, jellies
and jams, making & tital of 77,826 quarts valued st §16,728.90. The
emphasis that extemsion work has phe«l on camning of fruits and
vegetables has increased the amount of them camned and decreaged the
pickles, jellies, jams and other highly sessomed products. Six clube
held club camning contests to show the type of work they had dome, and -
to have the tiree best exiibits chosen for the County contest toc be
held at Achievement Day. The exhibits would do a credit to any group
of women, The women made canning buigets at the April meeting of the
ciubs and estimated the amount of food that would be needed by cach

L J
fauily for the momth in which the gardens did not supuly the needs,
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maker hmi canned sore than the budget called for. Some of the wosen .
Wm&tmthmmmeWtoT
contribute to the hot lunch project at the sciools, others that they

expected to give cemned goods to needy fasilies and others for Christoas

presents. Some said, "Well you never can tell what kind of a season
we will have next year so I thought I had better save what I had.®

This ygar the rlubs have put moat of their commnity effort om
hot lunches for the school childrem., 8Six clubs voted to sponsor the hot
lunch project in the school in their communities. They cammed food to
be served, bought dishes and equipment, and supylied other needed
agsistance. They gave lawn parties, suppers and plays to fraise money
for which to buy tiree cook stoves, enough pots, pans and kettle for
precaring the meals,

PR Aeabiied: ohrtney. S5 46 Mo AEseiL epuling nad Satwing. . he
children in the schocls were ssked to bring canned food, potatoes, dried
vegetables such as peas, beans, etc. The home demonstration sgemt super-
vised the planning of menus and as of'ten as gconvenient the serving. ill
the children in the six schools were served without adiitiomal cost to
the pupils, Usually the children were served soup and bread or a plate
lunch c-neisting of a dried and a green vegetable such as cole slow and
navy besns, string beans and pashed potatoes, kidney beanns and dried fruit,
spd bread. The c.".il";rc».n izproved in cumduct, amount and cuality of work

done and in :eight. In one school the tedchers had the children weighed




before Lrey started serving lunches and then sgain st the close of

schocl. The children hed gained so much whight the teachers thought
that their scales pust be wrong and took the children to a country
stare SH Rl Shs Walgnt, nisal, AV Nevertl of the Bilicls ti
teachers worked untiringly this summer to see that food was brought
in to be camned,

One club sponsurs & general clean-up of its neighborhood which
haprens to be the County seut. A date was set for the housevives to
tave all their rubbish ready and trucks were sent from dco_r to door
to collect and haul it off,

The club women have felt for a long time that the young folks in
this county dc not have enough recreation so one home demonstration club
planned and crganized a recreatiomzl club which met twice a monmth., Two
weubers of the home demonstration club attended the meetings and directed
the gases. The agent mas only .resent at two of the meetings. The club
norkéd up & play and lawn party combination snd raised scme money with which

to build a outdoor fireplace next spring.

. Other clubs plamncd at least two events at shich they entertainred .
the 4-H club giris. The events were usually aA sumser picnic and &
Christmas party.

The home desonstration clubs elected two women from each club to
serve as leaders. These women were shosen because of their ability to
sew and their position as leaders in the comsunity. At the time of

election they were told that théy would be expected to attend three




leader training meetings and then either give the demonstrations or

assist the agent in giving then,

The leaders were notified when the training meeting would be held
at least two weeks in advance. The meetings -m held in the home
demonstration sgent's office and lasted all day. Either the state
clothing specinlists or the sgent gave the demonstrations to the leaders
that ':ro to be given at the next two cludb meetings,. The leaders were
‘asked to Bring materials suitable for the demonstration that they would
like to wbrk on. The specialists and the agent assisted the women with
their problems and tried to show them how they could present the infor-
matio; gained to the women of their respective clubs.

The leaders showed marked improvement in thelir ability to cither
give the demomstration or assist the agemt with it. In two of the
clubs the leaders were able to give the entire demomstration, in the
others the leaders could only assist. ‘i'he agent felt the progress made
by the leaders in their increased confidence in themselves, their ability
to stand up snd talk, and m-mm the materials was well worth while,
And in some cases duite an accomplishment,

The County caspuign for 1959 was "A Year Round Garden.® The or-
ganization of the campaign consisted of a county chairman and a com-
uittee in each club and two demonstration gardens, The gonl set was

to reaci: at least {ive bhundred homes. To do this, enrollment cards were
d

-

placed in the hands of the committies, The cards recad as follows:

wish to enmroll in the garden campsign and will try to carry out the

~18-




au.goitiom checked beliow:

% I'mmnug;mg‘no"rhmhtohusingatlcalf.sixveg.-
tables by the ist of July. i
T will plant at least 18 vegetables in the garden,

I vill make plantings in July and fugust for Fall and Winter garden.

(Suggested piantings: snaps, corn, kalé,” s dnach, carrcts, beets,

turnips, ete.)

I will bave vegetabies in my garden the year round,

I will tey=to can at least 40 cuarts of vegetables for each nm;ﬁer

of oy faudly.

The chairman contacted all the women working on WPA and as many of
the wives of zen on WPA a8 possible and had them sign up. The club
wembers were all asked to enroll and to get 2ome other woman in the
community who wns not a club member to emroll. The agent vizited as
pany of the homes as she could and gave timely helps. A letter was
sent to sach person enrolled each month iit.b suggesticns of things to
do at that time, The club women visited women they enrolled to keep
then encoursged and up to ;.‘lat.c. The agent requested the assistance
of "the st:te garden specialists, but because of his heavy schedule was
able to get him for only ome afternoon.

Five hundred and seventy three people were enrolled. - At the
close of the year & report mas askec for to find out how effective the
Cﬁfpaig§‘§hs. 68% had gardens with six vegetables ready for consuump-

tion oy July 1. 5% did nct. There was no repiy from the rest. 54%




bad eighteen vegetables in the garden; Es\hd more; 14% had less than
eighteen vegetables; 58%f mnde plantings in July and August for fall and
vinter gardens, This low poréont. was due to & very dry sesson during
July, A@t and September, 36% bad vegetables in t.h garden the year
round, The families averaged canning over 228 quarts of vegetables per
facily.

The Episcopal Mission Board has opened a handicraflt shop on the
Spotswood Trail which leads to the 8k,;line Drive. This shop handled
eny articles the women [{rom Grecne would make and scmd to it. Sixteen
women scld at the shop, However, the income from it was not so good
this year because the tourist trade fell off to “uch a low number, This
decline was caused by people going to the World's Fairs and the opening
of another link in the Skyline Drive which took the people on through

to Waynesboro and Fromt Royal.

‘. Although there is a very definite meed for more and better recrea-
tion in this county it has been hard f.c do anything about. The home
demonstration clubs have endeavored to hold at least two recreatiomal

events during the year to which the members of the fazilies in the
community are invited., They have been in the {orm of outdoor picnicks
held in the uuﬁer at which dinners were cooked om grills in picnic
grounds or trips to historical points of interest. The other was either
a flower show, tea or party. These events have helped adi to the
compunity =2drit and club interest. One club organised a children's

recreationsl club which met twice a month for supervised play.




Each club devoted sbout fifteen minutes of the club meeting to

recreation, in the form of gumes, contests and stunts., Several clubs
have put on small carnivels using gases suitsble for home recrestiom.
As & result of these, fasilies have either made or puicheased some of
the equipnent for hope use,

Achievement Day is the one big county day that the women look
fofward to all year. Tt is held in the County Court House. Prior
to Achievement Day the clubs all hold ciub canning contests to select
the exhibits to be brought to the court hous: i;::r the county contest,
Each club '-.{'1):10“1"!ait8 to see if any of the county prizes will
come to its wembers. The canning was dis;layed in the fromt of the
room 8o everyone could see it., It was judged before the program began,

The g@rogran copsisted cf singing by the women, reports of work done
by t.‘.'a; different clubs and a most imspiring talk Ly the as:sistant director
of extension work, After which the wouen who were wearing dresses
wodeled in thes to show the type of work dome by the club mesbers in
their major project,

The awarding of prizes for canning, lanps made from jugs and oil
lanps and club having largest percent of club members wearing dresses
they made ;receded the Tea which is a part of the progran everyone look:
forward to. The attendance this year was the Jlargest it he

This year the women attended the District meeting
as held in Fredericksburg. Sixteen women attended,

» delighted with th ogram and the trip. It was
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to be remembered by some’of them. After esch of the meetings of this

type there is always an incresse in membership in the home demonstration

PO ;

clubs. Six wouen attended the State neeting of the Federation. They
divided their t.imjam took in part of each section, thereby, hearing
the discussion on topics they were most interested in. The delegates
were shown the points of interest on the way up and back which they
seemed to enjoy. All the women who attended the noetiné bave accepted
responsibilities to help with the club pregras for the coming year,

The clubs workid on two Federation Cosls., One was "Library™ and
the other "Health.," In their efforts to encourage reading, books were
placed in six different communities at places where they could be ex-
changed easily, When a large proportion of the books had been read a
new supply replaced the read omes. The agent working with the Welfare
Departuent helped stock and start a small library at the County Seéat
which is kept open every day from One to Four P,N, NYA girls assigned
to the Welfare Department and home demonstration agent keep the library.
The special phase to be ecmphasised under health was school lunches.

This project was carried out in six schools, The work done was de-
seribed under community work page 16 and 1¥. ' A minor effort was made
on corrective health habits for the women, 66 women had physicel exami-
nation, 69 reported improving health babits and adopting preventive
easures, These reventive measures were regular rest periods, special
iiets, and corrective slwes,

The Ruckeraville Home Demonstration Club carried out the bezt clud




orogram. At the Deceuber meeting it had planned for a Christmas Party
. but due to the death of the mother of ope of the leading members the

party was not held., However, at a weeting held later in Deceamber the

- ¢lub presented the agent with a lovely picture. The club =lected two
very efficient women club leaders. They attendot"l the training meetings
_and gave two of the four demonstrations in the major project thenselves
and assisted with the other two. The club held a Flower Show in June
for the purpose of learning more about flower arrangenent and to interest
others im the work being done by the club. One of the members won third
place in the State Canning Contest which gave the club twenty-five

' dollars, This money was used to send four members to the meeting of
the State Federation of Home Demonstration Clubs. In July, the club
invited the 4~H Club members to attend a picnic on the ‘Skyline Drive
and provided transportation for them. The club members all signed up
in the Garden Cavpaign and each one took an outsider to work with., The
prolidm reported that she ju:t sat right with her w.oan who was a
tenant on her fars and broke down every excuse the woman iresented for
not having a garden, Ihtor the woman told the landlady 'thnt she never
had had such a fine garden before or had appreciated what a garden would
mean Lo her and her faaiiy.

The club held a community fair in September at which they invited
the 4-H Club members to exhibit their clothing and cinning work. There
vere exhdbits in breads, cakes, ples, canned vegetables, camned fruit,
quilts--old and new, center pleces, emurcidery ami crochet work., Four

of the members put up farm exhibits showing the different things pro-




iuced on their farws, The exhibits were put up and judged in the after-
noon, That night a smsll entrance fee was churged, GCames were arranged
for asmsement and profit, The proceeds from which u?nt t.o the lchool
to meet the State Board of mmtion'i Aptropriation for iidbrary $o%u.
The proceeds fros the cake walks went to the club, The prise canning
exhibits were takem by the home demomstration agent to be enmtered im the
county canning contests where two of them won first place.  The club

contributed §12 tosard paying for somse boxwdod bushes that were planted

around the f;wundaifdn of the school. It bought pots &nd pans for the

sehool to use in serving hot lunches. Ome member loaned a stove. It
bad four asembers attend the State Federation mecting and tso, the
district mseeting.

The ocutstanding achievement was accomplished by a young homemaker

who lives with her mother-in-law, She has two smell children, one six

and the other four. She reported making over fifty garments this year.

A=ong the garments made, a c.mplete wardrobe for herselfl comsisting

of 7 undersiirts, 8 house dresscs, 4 street dresses, 4 clureh dresses,

remocdeled coat and made one coat suit, She remodecled dresses and

made clothes for her neice, sisters, motier and -other-in;hw. Her

sunmary read 50 dresses at a saving of $100., 30 ot&r garments at a

saving of §15. Thirty garments remodeled saving §15. She canned 481

jqu-rt.s of fruits, vegetables and meats. Iaproved four rooms, refinished
f furniture saving §l12, raised poultry according t¢ rec-

ocumendations and had a splendic garden, 8She won second place on her

canuing at the covaly contest.




. 4-H CLUB "ORK

The county council consists of the presidents, vice-presidents
and secretaries of the varicus 4-H Clubs. The council is organiszed
vith a chairman, vice-chaifman, a secretary and a reporter, .

The council hes held two mectings. Ome at which the county project

was selected. The officers carried beck to the c:.:bs a report of the

work done and hfl;*éd Lk;e individual clubs make ocut their prograzs,

The council plammed for Achdevesment Tay and holped curry out the plams,
The council is mde up of such young club members that it is difficuit
for it to do work that wjll compure with councils in other counties,
Howewer, it appears that the council is better ready to fumction in
1940 thun in 1939,

There are sixteen 4-H Clubs in Creene County. The clubs are or-
ganised with a president, vice-president, secretary, reporter, song
leader, cheer leader and (;..Lnb leader, The ciubs met during the wister
in the schools and during the susmmser at homes orntn:-odesigmud'
place chosen by the club zembers. The teachers mit;m School Super-
intendent are amxious for the work to continue in the schools so give
the agent =ll the t;;r‘ she peeds, usually an bour and a helf, I the
dezonstration requires more time it is alsays given,

There 1: no club asgent and the fars agent has been so busy with

-

ran bhe o not started any 4-H Club work, therefore, ths

L

the fars prog

bone dexonstration agent Las the whole 4-H progran to carry. The

project work is organized around s medly Activi Progran® which is




intended to mich'tho fonily life and give the club members a sense
of responsibility to the family and its sctivities. Bach club member
is helped to analize the work to be dome 1n the home and to see how
much fulls on each member at present, Then she 18 emcoursged to
select definite home resjonsibilities that she will assume, She under-
stands that she is to perfors these chores without mother having to

| remind her, Clothing was selected as the project for major emphasis
then each club member selected something that she wanted to help the
Baily with: - Drsity vanted Se satk an Botn SIEED G MUk Taprove-
pent, They improved selection of furnishings i.nvunm.y rooms,
arrangement of furniture in seventy-six rooms, srrangement of pictures
and accessories in seventy-four and color scheses in nineteen. Im-
proved thifty-eight storage spsces for clothes and five for other
things. 169 girls shared the task of taling care of their rooms. They
made and bought 198 articles at & saving of §149.14. 161 helped with
the family garden with 125 of those bhuving leafy wegetables. 162
stored ncehlln for 'uM use. 168 gres flowers, 138 hipod with
the poultry, 20 kept farm records and 78 culled the flocks., 90 girls
helped with the canning, sssisting in putting up 27,606 gts. In the :
major line the girla made 132 dresses, 265 undergarvents., They helped

with the sending and laundry. MNost of the boys amd girls are members

of large faxilies and, thercfore, have lots of work tc do and wer'e
interested in making it & part of their club activities.

Audrey Dicksrson bes been a cludb member for eight years. This

26~




i

yoar she had right many difficulties to surgount in doing her work.

There was & lot of sieknoah‘hnrtnu;aonh bad to take hold and
do most of the housckeeping vhich made it hard for her to get to the
sunmer meetings, but she attended nine during the year, attended
Achievement Day and won six ribbons on her exhibita. She is a
S-pointer. She reported that she improved in her personal cleanli-
ness, the type of worl and school shoe she wears, her posture snd
corrected food hebits. She improved the selection of furnichings,
srrangenent of furniture, pdctures and accessories, color scheme in
two rooms, She made ten articles for these rooms. Helped care for
the yard and garden. Raised ?‘1t;een birds, camed 362 cts. of fmi't.s
and ve'gcublea, made four dresces, one undergarment.mended, cleaned
525 articles and made over 20. She had her hopes set to go to the
State Short Course again this year, but sickness proventod..

: The 4-H Clubs here have not undertaken comsunity work here
because the more progressive boys and girls leave as soon as they
finish high school. This cuts down leadership snd decreases the
possibilities .for doing comstructive commumity work. The club sembers
have been most interested im belping to push the hot lunch projects.
They bave given lawn parties, bingo parties and box suppers tc reipe
money for it,

Part of each clpb progran is devoted to recreationm and fun., The
club mesbers are taught new games which they can play imdoors and
wideh can be cx-.rr‘ind home and played there. In one club & recreationsl

leader mas apyointed and at esch meeting she toock charge of teaching
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t.ln—bmnmuno mmhmmmn—u.melﬂ
mlmukumnmpuapiedopa-ﬂotu m'lhau
where refre:hments were served,

The money reising events were lawn parties, game nights and
May Day events &t which refreshments were sold or admissions charged.
About $95 were raised, This money was used to buy three stoves for
use in commection with hot lunches, sup lement the State Library Fumds,
buy cocking utensils and other neceiaury equd pment .,

In most cases the local leaders were comrunity women who had gome
away to school long enough to get certificates to teach om and had
come home to teach school. They were very such interested in the ¢lmd
acti ities and helped as beat they could.

8ix leader training meetings were bheld during the year. The
State Clothing Specialists Mlp.d- with two and the asgent conducted
the others. mmumummmmmm'-mm ;
apd lasted from 10:30 a.m. to 5:50 p.m, with an hour out for lunch
vhich was served in the office by NYA girls working under the agems.

The results of the meetings were incressed interest in 4-H Club

work in the part of the leaders. Fifteen meetings were held without

the presence of the agent. The leaders gave the demonstrations at
t.heé; It is believed that these training meetings »1ll make the
attendance at ’ncxt years better. '

The county home demonstirstion agemt assisted with the 4-H Con-
servation Camp nel-d At Jasestoen 4-H Camp in August. This group was
cm:xoéed mostly of older boys and.girls. The agent bad charge of the

o

girls and assisted with hendicraft or amy place she was needed., The
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msking of pocket books, bill folders ahd looper bags and sats was
the most interesting work assisted with by her. The club menbers
purchased the material from the camp and the leaders directed the
making of the chosen articles. : :

The club members were very capsble young people and carried
out their programs with very little urging or assistance from the
ludeﬁ. The uml camp rrograx was followed., There were classes
in Wild Life lore th. first period. Then Forestry foilo-ed by a
free period. Next ca e handicraft or swimming, then lqnch. after
which the club members retired for a rest period of an hour, This
period was followed by a general assembly und comuittee meetings.
Next the boys amd girls could choose between swimming and games or
going om historieal tours, After supper, Vesper services were
held oun the 1;“. From Vespers until bed time everyone met in the
recreation hall for ganes, :

Two girls and a leader zttended the State Short Course., One

of these axlla later took unto herlelf a husband, but is continuing

her club work. The leader lad wanted to go to the State Short
Course for many yeers, but it never suited her to leave home, This
year she Justrhrok. loose and went, She thoroughly enjoyed the trip
and commented on how much the Short Course bad improved since she
was & 4-H Club girl.

The 4-H Club Achievement Day brought an umususlly large number
of boys and girls to the County Seat, There was a besutiful new

plague to be won by some club and all winted it. Arrangements were




made for school busses to haul the ¢lub members to town and back so

that evoryom could come who -antd to.

The roctes bigen st 0310 in the Episcopel Purish Hall where
a small carnival of homemade and dime games had been scét up. The
club members slayed the gaces in couples and the one in each couple
dcoring the highest was given a chorm,

The exhibits had been get up in the Court House and the judging
was dome while the members played. After lunch, everyone assembled in
the Court House for the formal prograns which consisted of re_;rorta
from the warious clubs and sings and stunts worked up by leaders and
4-H Club members. The axhibiu consisted of dresses, slips, bonnets,
aprons, vanity sets, canning, and displays of vegetcbles.

The Puckersville 4<H Club won the plagque. for being the best
4-H Club, At Acidevement Day last year, it was ammounced thut there
would be & new trophy for the best club in 1939, BSo when the clubs
started out in Deceiber the leaders and club members of the Ruckers-
ville 4-H Club deeided to win it in 1959, The leaders held two
neetings that month without the agent. Ome for election of officers
and, the other for & demonstration in Christaas gifts so that the club
sembers could ¢;1YO their mothers a Christsas gift made at s club
meeting. The club held all of its regulor meetings. The leaders
took a keen interest in seeing that the club mesbers brought materials
for making the required garments. The club nembers assisted in ob-
taining food for hot lunches., They were invited by the home demon-

stration club to a picnic on the Skylinme Irive, Went on a picnic




historiecal tour of Cherlottesville where they ‘saw Nomticello, the
home of Thomss Jefferson, and the Workshop for the Blinmd, They cooked
tuirMmNM~ﬁmétt&;ﬂbmmm-emu
a picture show, after which they went back to the park for supper and
then went home. The Ruckersville Club invited the Ridge Club to ge
with them. .

The club put up a booth at the comnmunity fair at which they

displayed dresses, aprons, slips and fancy work made by them and

cammed goods, When it came time for Achievement Day the lenders
brought down their exhibit and put it up., This is the first time

leaders have dome that,
The club mesbers turned in reports--complete reports at the end

of the year,




Vill., PROGRESS MADE DURING m YEAR
mmmmmmuzummmtom.p,
28 the first and most important progress should be noted the improve-
‘ ment in the prestige of the hose demonstration clubs and the adiitionm
of thirty-eigimt. new members, most of rhom are young women. The women
have taken a more active interest in their club progream snd the at-
tendance h:s picked up about 258, In cme club, the only absences were
caused by illness.

Leuaershlp has improved, Although the leader training meetings
were not as well attended as they should have been, they were better
than in 1938 and the leaders gave more of the demonstratioms than
ever before. The 4-H Club leaders took charge of more of the meetings
than they have in any other year. The attendance and exhibits, =t
both Achievement Days, was better than last year.

The last meeting of the 4-H Officers Council was the best that

has been held in the last five years, sni the officers did more to
collecting reports than ever before.




SISTORY AND APPRAISAL OF HOME DEMONSTRATION WORK
. The first appropriation for home demonstration work im Greene C..

was made in 1922. Miss Bane iiter began work May 16, 1922 working

WAf time in Madiscn and half in Greene and contimued until April 1,

1925 under State and Federsl fumds. From April 1, 1923 to Yov. 15,

1925 she worked in Greene omly. She was followed by..‘l_‘hl Agnes NMaupim
who served Breene from Dec. 1, 1825 to July 81, 1934. On August 1,
1954 Viss Virginia Swink became sgent and is atiil serving.

During the past seventeen years the county has gone forward in
many ways. Miss Hiter started the organization of clubs and did wost
splendid work in developing & vegetable garden program which has com-
tinued to function, Miss Maupin took up the garden work and added
canuing of the Ye‘getlbl“ and fruits. The women and girls who worked
under her won natiomal recognitionm for their excellent products. Miss
Maupin also condu;w a kitchen improvement campuign, the results of
which are evident in nearly all the homes touched by it. Shelves,
racks, sinks, conveniently arranged kitchens, e vatiet TN ave
a fou of the outstanding laprovements. She also worked with women
and girls in refinishing snd improving furniture. Now very few antiques
are for sale they are bei.ng used,

During the past five years the amount of money apyropriated by
the county has been increased twice, While there are not as many clubs
as there was at one time, the organization, nembership and sttendance
at the existing clubs has improved. Gardening, poultry, camning,
clothing and home improvement work has been carried forward with in-

creased rgduction and better :anagemeni.

B8
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PLANS AND GOALS FOR 1940

The women m.drh are planning to major in food preparatios in
1940, There will be an effort to incresse membership in the “oman's
work 50 and increase atiendance at meetings 26%. To conduct a Year
Round Garden Campaign that will resch at least 75% of the homes in the
county. To strengthen the organizations now established and make the
programs better. To assist in“extemding the REA lines in the county
80 that sore women may have clectriec power in their homes, To work to
develop a stronger Homemaking Board, To develop better leaders =nd use
them to bettier advantage. To push hot lunches in the schools and see
that they are sucessfully carried out t.;xis year, To keep the library
open and increase the mumber of books read, To develop a stronger
4-H Officers Council and use it to better advantage, To develop at
least cne older youth clubs., To comtinue the 4-H Clubs already or-
gunized and see that they do better work.
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