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I1I. Sumwuary of recomplishments

The most outstanding work done in the county this year has beem in the

field, housing and house furnish.ngs. 2= is was an outgrowth of the work
o

that hag been done in the past yemas. MNuch of this work has been dome indivi-

’i‘.u;' ¥y by the agent,with the 1elp of specialists, in remodeling old homes to

modern, comfortable , convenient hom:s. The people see and feel the need more

and more of convenlent homes to cut down their work more then 508, Some of

the things that have been done to seet these needs are more water systems,

14, bathrooms,8, hot water heat.rs, 10, and better arranged kitchens, 20, for
® the convenience of the hoemaker,

The people not only saw their need for convenient and comfortable homes,
but also for the continuation of 1se furnishings. FPurnishings for the home
neluded rug meking with 58 rugs ( bralded, ahocheted, and burlap) being com-
;,%etvad and 113 being constructed,

Along with their rug mak came a desire to make lamp shedes for their
homes. Record of the number being mde wns not made as the demonstratl wng
given in October, Handicrafts, > 14 be one of the accompl ishments as
metal and stenciling was the handicrafts program, OUm each ice taa coaster,
ash tray, or servin, tray made a homemaker would save approximately 15%.

The other fie that trogress wns mede in during the year wms foods,
More homse freesers Y juring the year and which caused home frees-

fru o les to increase.

ing of meats,
Lbs, Vegetables Lbe. ¥eat

» 982

14,673




Projeet Work

1. Housing

Housing was red | I wram because the women felt the chief
emphasis should be on the homes w ich were more comfortable, convenient and
livesble. A study of Dr. Garnett's housing survey for Southampton Corty
revesled that a high percentage of homes lacked such conveniences as run-
ning wmter, electricity, and many were in need of mmjor repairs. Too, the
wonen felt thmt meny farm kitchens were inconvenien’, and thet the home-
mkers neoded assistance in plarning for improver -.s,as well aa help in
seiection of furnishings and equiprment.

Considerable work in home lsprovement gnd remodeling has been done
juring the past months. In all cases this has been individual work, and
has included such work as planning how a home could be remodeled to secure
better use of the present floor sprce, where to buiid bathro ns, and how to
improve the kitchen,

A number of improvements which were planned are still incomplete, but
all show that improven has been made. Our project that was beogun thres
years ago is near completion now, It is the home of the Raby Cornwell's at
erlin. Fainting snd refiniching floors is now in grogress, and the family
expects to move in the near future, The couple deserves much eredit for the
fine job which they have done in taking an old home and maki g it into an

attractive, convenient place,

(a) The kitchen improvement work has called for such things as plan-

ning adequate storage, work surfaces, correct work heights, good working order

in arrangement, installing water systens, selection of equipment, floor cover-

ings, wall fini ete, One particular kitohem which has been finished is




that of the Babb family near Sedley. This Job ealled for consider-ble re-
modeling work. A tiny pantry, which served as a "cateh all" was Sorm out
and partition removed so it could be ocepened into the kitchen, thus giving
a dining nook which was badly needed, since the family liked to eat in the
kitchen, A new window wes cut, water and sink installed, hot water heater,
new electric stove, and a complete arrangement of new cabinets were built
to give adequate working surfaces and storage gpece.

Another recommendation that was carried out was to twrm the sereened
porch which they had planned,into a grand utility room with plenty f win-
ows, which gives adequnte light and sir, space for home freeszer, with work
table near here for preparation of materials for freeszing; this room is
aiso used for ‘roning and sewing, The washing is not done here since they
have a place with tubs, was.'ng mechine, heater, and other supplies nesrer
the back yard where the clothes are .ung.

(b) Household Repasir Sehool

During the month of April ¥r, C. D. Vaeary came to the county to assist

the agent in conducting a household repair schools This was one of the

L]
special events which had been planned to help women who re uested assistance

of this nature, Mr, Wheary gave much helpful informatiom and timely demon-
gtrations on how to do such jobs as repairing leaking fsucets, commode, and
water tanks, patehing plastered s, sharpening imives and scissore, put-
tying windows, repairing locks, etc. The 24 women who attended were most
enthusiastic, and felt that it was a day well spent.

(e) Xard lmprovement

frs, Mary C, Mefride, Landscape Specialist, worked with the home agent
for two days in the month of February to assist homemakers in planning for

the improvement of their yards, ¢ this tine a complete Plan of the farm




home grounds and farm outbulldings wes made so esach individusl wald know
where wik ways, traffic lanes, ete., should be located, ns well as where
%0 locate flowers and shrubs, In sddition to this, Mre, NeBride gave many
planting suggestions,

®At the present time,four of these demonstrations have made good ;ro-
gress in carrying out these ple’ Since traffic must be one of the first
factors to consider, these indiv.cuals have hed greding done and have worked
to get welks and drivewnys located, This fall, plantings will be made. One
of the demonstrations which has been planned is for a Community House, The

from the Home Demonstration Club and theRuritan club, has

committees, one
had one meeting since the specialists visit, The plans were discussed, and the
group expects to follow the suggestions which were sade as soon as they can
secure funds for laying a road and fixing parking aress. Later they hope

to make plantings, Lut will not attempt t is until they have their traffie
oonfined so the plantings will not bde destroyed,

2, House Furnishings.

Interest on house Turnishings centered around rug meking and handi-
orafts, stenciling and metal work, This was an outgrowth of the people's
decire to use their hands %o safisfy thelr creative and artistic abllity to
make things for their hoves, as we as for friends and neighbors,

(a) Hug Naking.
A leader training meeting was held last November, nt ich
it war decided tnat the work ¢o:ld best be presented by agent and leaders

combining their ef "orts in presenting the topic. The agent discussed color

schemes, designs, and materisls for braided, crochet and burlap fugs. The

1g-dou there tock over and showed how to make a plan for a rug, how mater-

ials should be prepared on each ty rug. The leaders exhibited several

rugs and showed how these rugs ’»d been planned and made., They also




iiscussed some of the problems in ng the warious rugs.

'he following month, members were able to begin eonstructi of the
rug which they had planned, In most .natances the rugs were mde from
materials which were on hand, The rugs showed good workmanship as we as
artistic talent in the wny the colors and design has been planned and
carried out, Ninety rugs were started with 61 being completed,

(v)
The agent conducted most of the demonstrations on hapdicraft .
The procedure which was folloved was for the agent to give the demor stration
selected by the club at the regular meeting day ( the clubs had = choice
bet.een stencilling and netal work), Designs for wvariocus articles were
jemonstrate and the agent told where supplies ainl equipment could be se-
cured. Following this the members who wanted to make some of these articles,

placed their order through their own club treasurer, Then the clubs held

‘rchl meetings and worked on their craft,

These affairs were usually "al ay get-togethers® with each membef
furnishing something for the pot luck lunch, The agent met with the group
in the morning to assist them in working out their designs, the nembers
then finished their work in the aftarnoon,

The Bethel, Branchvill Vineont's Grove, Courtland, Statesville, and
Joyner clubs el a specisl mceting to make metal articles such as ice tea
coasters, cigerette trays, and serving trays; 310 ice tea cossters, 57 cig-
arette trays, and 66 serving trays were made in these metings, Some of the
trays were hammered, Others etched or shaped and left plain,

mly two clubs, Vicksville and ack Creek,held special meetings on
stenciling as most of the clubs that had this dem nstrations felt that

their members 4id not need additbnal help to follow this craft, The members




of the Vicks¥wille club steneiled 169 articles .

-
(¢) lamp Shades apd Selection, Hanging snd Framing Piotureg.

The agent gave the demcnstrations on lagpshades =nd gelection ,
benging,and {raming pictures. These two demonstrations were a continua-
tion of ome of the county's gomls, housing and h use furnisnings.

Lamp Shades were discussed by the agent on selection, use and making
shades, Haphasis was placed on colors, shade material, and construction of
shades, Approximately fifty shades have been mnde and several others started,
An accursie report cannot be made for this demonstration was givenm in Octo-
ber and the reports were being compiled at this time.

The agent discussed the selection, hanging, and framing pictures,
Emphasis was placed on type of pilotures to be used in the home and where;

alsc how t0 frame a picture wes wn.

3. Eooda:

During the previous years, foods work has centered 'n preservation,
preparation, and nutrition so it seems logical that women's interests should
trend toward some of the smaller things or "niceties”, such as refreshments
for informal entertalning and table settings and service, This desire arose
from a desire to learn new, simple, quickly prepared refreshments, which could
bs used for circle and club meetings, and when friends dropped in,

(a) In april, Mr: y F. Thoapson was in the sounty to assist the

agent in conducting the demonstration om refreshments for informel entcriaining

20 lesders snd three visitors attended this meeting. The following month,

these leadeors were in charge of their club demonstrations., These women did
an excellent job of presenting the topic, and their products were so appetis~

ing that there have been numerous requests for the recipe sheets which were




given out at these neeti

(b) The June de: was on Jable Servioe snd was given
by the agent, Sevsral of the together in order to assist the
agent in closing her work i county. The groups seemed to enjoy the
fellowship at these "pget-togethers) i at the same time it enabled the agent
to present the June demcnastration to all 18 clubs, Approximately 375 women
attended these meetings. mpheasis was placed in simple settings, correct
service, and simple decorations which could be used to add beauty to any
table.

(e) The agent has assisted a number of individusls in giving
freesiog demonstrationg. Over 300 bulletins om freesing fruits and vege-
tables were distributed to club members and friends at the June meeting, »nd
19,447 pounds of meat wes reported frozen and 6,968 boxes of frults and veg-
tables being frosen. Considerable tive was spent 'uring the winter
months in discussing pest canning , rendering lard, preparing sausage and

other pork products, Newspaper articles also featured these tovics, Two

desonstrations of this nature were given,
»

4¢ Nills, Doeds, and Contracta:

Leaders were trained by the home management specialist in March, and
79 leaders attended the meeting to receive information on such topics as
xills, deedsy, and gortracis. These leaders were sequainted with Virginia
law regarding these matters. ! question and answer period was also a part
of this training meeting., These lenders did a grand job of condueting their
.'1)7 elud meetings since there was not an agent in the cuvaty. Subject
matter material was furnished which was distributed to members and individuals

® sho were interested in these matters.




est control work was an outgrowth begun in the past year when clud
members carried a progran emphesizing the econtrol of garden and household
pests, This year they felt it should be earried a step farther to emphasize
the measure for controlling pests on flowers and shrubs,
The pest control work was given by the leaders, J. 0. Rowell, Exten-

ion entomologist, came to the county in February to assist the agent ir

.c ndueting the training meeting for this purposey 19 leaders were present to

receive instruction on the measures for controlling various pests on shrubs
and flowers, In addition to the movies and lecture which accompanied this
meeting, & lively discussion took place, Such discussion showed that the
work which had been carried in the préviocus year was most worth while, for
the leaders demonstrated they could recognize many of the pests and knew how
to control them, This meeting was also a means of review on last year's work
and enabled the women to talk with the specislist regarding some of the
difficultues they had encountered in the previous year.

The following month, these leaders led lively discussions in each of
the clubs in the county, Since then they have reminded their members of
the feet that pow is the time to watich for certein things. These lesders

distributed over 3(X sontrolling pests on {lowers and shrube.

Intersst in the clothing fleld centered around gbildren's clothing.
This wae ereated by the high cost of living, 700 rany of our young mothers
reported they needed assistance, With construction work, since they had not

learned this before they were married,




e o The agent ¢ nducted the meetings } ire . z Advantages

of making ome's children's clothing wns brought out; also, selection of
saterials and petterns were emphasized, Hach club member was asked to
bring one article of a child's wardrobe, dress, slip, coat, skirt, blouse,
ete, An exhibit of these were made in each club, and 279 articles were

reported made during the year.

as ne of the Federation Goals because the lead.rs
felt 1t wag important that we ir) ake our farm people more safety con=
scious Af we were L revent farm and home accidents, Inaddition to making
them safety consc {t s felt that they should know how to recognisze
and correct accident
Che I yot 0 cor od because the women were renulnely
nterested in youny peopl h felt that more emphasis should be
siven to the Christian fluence om youth. Another factor that
sas considernd wns the number of older youth in the county, where they were
and what was bein ne for them,
Barly in January the agent met with the county chairmen and assisted
@them in plannin w the work should be presented, Following this these
leaders prepared material and letters w ich wore sent to all club Presidents
telling them of the go and how the recommendations could be carried out.
nch club leader t ‘  these als to the clubs, and the clubs
decided which ones they w The rural youth leaders strived to

enphasise the follow f youth work which they believe will have

direct hearing on the itu country. They are:
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.
for those ¥ Jd 1t tend T™his proved to be one of the bes:u services

we have ever had, The church was filled

and the service moved off in a very
fine manner,

Eigh. safet) ye re v L i members Defore the following

clubs, Sebrell, Sodle) , Statesville, Courtland, Vicksville, Newsons,

and Joyner., The memberg seem i anjoy this a great deal for it encouraged

the children and at the same tive carried our recommended projects as well

as giving emphasis t 1w "Federstion Goal.

The Smiths Ferry and Delawsre clube gave 2 secholarships to 4H girls to
4B Camp Farrer,

During the yesr 3 new 4« Club leaders have been secured from HDC

groups. All the clubs were asked to compile a mailing list of the older youth

in the county, These were handed in to the rural youth chalrmen in the

jertember meeting. ix clubs =made this list,

s

As Tar as the safety goal 1s concerned all the clubs have made a farm
and home safety survey, and their mesbers tried to correct the he sards which
they have found. ent s already been made of the safety

have been given befor c1ubs \ safety movie, Miracle in Paradise Valley,

and play were part of the ay wram, Two newspaper

also featured safety work,

(2) Gommunity Activities
(a) Christmss Farties. The December meeting featured the holi-
day season as well as the regul rogram. These meetings were joint
affairs with the home ent and leaders participating in the program. The
agent use' slides to illustrate the demonstratiom on the use of nccessories

in the howe., Club leaders were in cherge of the reereation which consisted

of Christmns games, stunts, and singing. Exchange of inexpensive gifts was
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soup mix, frults, and apple sauce to the Jelfare Depertment., These ca ned
L
gofls wle given to the Latrick Henry Home in Brunswick County, for the

s
aged and chronically

1 4
pstitute
One delegate from the county was selected to go to the Institute,

women also attended the Institute,

Achjevement Day

The Home Demonstration Clubs held their annusl Achievement Day
October 13, at News ns, Virginia. Approximately 200 women attended. ch
menber was asked tolring a lunch, encugh for themselves and a little more
for guests, and then, the lunches were spread together. The program is

attached to the following papge.

°
Southampton County celebrated its 200the Anniversary in October,

The Home Demcnstrations Clubs played quite 2 major part in meking this a
° .

succeass, Each club sponsored a girl to be "Miss Southampton." Her votes

wore fron the tickets sold, The Home Demoustrations Clubs sold § /5 5\‘?_‘7‘0

Oworth of tickets, Also, the clubs sponsored the novelties for the cele-
bration, Not only did the clubs sell tick-ts and novelties, they prepared

and gave over 350 lunches to the Bicentennial to feed the out of town bands,
-
L ]
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Group Sin l«v. Wrs. A.R.Butler,Jtv,
\ccomprnist,irs, Roslie Britt
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A SONG OF _FEACS

This is my song, O God of all the nations;

* song of pence for londs afsr, and m .ve;

This is my home, the country vhere my heart is,
This is ny hope, ny drerm, my shrine;

But other hecrts in other lands are beoting
Fith hopes and dreams the s-2e as mine,

Ky country's skies ore bluer thon the oceen,
And sunlight berms on cloverleaf and pine,

But other londs have sunlight, too,and clover,
And skies are sometines blue as mine.

0, bear my song, Thou God of all the Nations,
A song of perce for their land, and mine,
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God made the stars tc
God mde the ivy twine
God mnde the sky co blue
God nede you,that's why

love you
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sxtensi work

asducational {ps,and what char

wrought in bhuman b . lmpr ly living. Such changes are

gradual, and take tinve to show t the work which has been dome,
°
However as the nt looks we five yoars of work she can

{de to what the women and children have done which indicates

e

Foint with pr

°
growth, Certainly the leadership record which they have b

feature of thelr works and speaks for

There has beer work, VWhen the

agent first starte there were only 28

swnrolled. Also she recalls the first County

Council meeting shen onl 2 ¥ in arpearance. At the present

time there iz a well Ainother thing that iicates

growth is the fact that a much lar roup of girls now take part in the

extra sctivities which are sore y the members. The agent wishes %o

point oui that muech of this erec s due the adult leaders who have given

so freely of their time and energy.
When the agent arriwll in the county, much of the organizati
been done by 3 mter, w 144 an excellent job,

ariginal clubs wabers are still carrying on is an

work has been of #alue to the: wll as others,

Truthfully the agent can se) she has given of herself as freely

as she could, not od, but because there was a Joy in

sorving so meny fine pec knows that her own 1ife has been enriched
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