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The Virginia Agriculturs Extension Pl Jrganigation will be
followed in attempting to reach the goa mich freedom in the
planning for the county program will be g long as such planning
comes within the Federal and State Agricultural Extension Service po-
licies, Not many changes wi e made in the 4-H Club County Couneil
as this council was re-organised in 1955

The L4=H Club County Council has re-organized and is a good funce
tioning organization,

The re-organisation of the Middlesex County Board of Agriculture
has not been undertaken during the year,

A Forestry Committee has been organized and considerable interest

has been shown in forestry work and L vement ,




CROPS

Production and Marketing

Corn is the major grain crop in the county., Wheat 1s the second
ma jor grain erop. About 3 acres of corn is planted for each acre of
wheat, Both of these grain crops have been decreasing in acres during
the past fifty years. Just after World War I, more corn was grown than
at any other previous time, At present, we are planting st LO% as
much corn as was grown during this time, In 1929, 11,180 acres of corn
was grown in the county and in 1954, 4,238 acres of corn was grown, 1880
was the highest wheat year with 3,646 acres of wheat grown, and about
half this much was grown in 1954 on 1,626 acres.

Corn is sold on the terminal markets and used for dairy feed, fur-
nishing beef cattle, poultry and hog feed, Over 50% of the corn has been
sold on the terminal markets during the past 5 years,

The acres of wheat has increased according to the 1949 and the 1954
census, Wwheat yields have increased during the past few years, This
increase is due to the usage of better varieties, favorable weather and
probably better fertilization for the small grain production,

Hay and pasture production has changed, Twenty-five years ago,
pasture and hay was grown chiefly for foed for the farm work stock and
the family cow, Today the farm work stock and the farily cow are things
of the past, About all of the hay and pasture today is grown and used
by the commercial dairymen, beef producers and hog producers, Midilesex
County does not have permanent pastures as they are known in Southwest
Virginia. Permanent pastures in Middlesex will last three to five years
and then they need to be plowed up and completely reseeded,

There has been a drastic change in soybean production during the
past twenty-five years, The [irst soybeans were grown chiefly for hay
but today, almost all of the soybeans are grown for oil. The acres,
shifted from corn production, have been planted mostly with soybeans,
The acres planted to corn and soybeans thirty years ago will about equal
the acres of corn and soybeans today.

The family orchard of yesteryear .as gone and the present fruit
production is limited to a few commercial orchards. High quality peach
and apple production is possible by following good production methods,




Crops - Production and rketing

Con't

QBJICTIVIS:

1. The overall objective in erops is to produce the needed food
and fibers for human consumption.
To produce erops at the lowest total cost,
To make & maximum return from crop production.

Tre methods that are planned are all methods of cummnieation,
will range from mass media for awareness to the use of neighbors
friends and extension personnel work by the county agent.

1. Conduct tours to the Agricultural Experiment Stations,

a. Spring and fall tour to the Hxperiment Station
at vWarsaw,

b. Probably one tour to the Virginia Truck Experiment
Jtation,

¢. Probably a livestock tour to the Experiment Statior
at Warrington.

d. Probably a tour to Hollard's Experiment Station on
hogs,

e, Probably a tour to the National Researeh Center at
Beltsville, rland,

increase the yiel f corn 10% within the year,
ers to plant wrids adapted to our area,
more farmers to side-dress their corm with

Corn yields were larger this year due mainly to good weather
conditions during the growing season, Alsc better fertilisation and
increased use of liguid nitrogen for side dressing helped, Some far-
mers reported corn yields as high as 120 bushels per acre, Some fare
mers in the northern end of the county reported an average yleld of
approximately 90 bushels, On the average, this year is the best com
erop in several years,
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Results:

Soybean yields were very good this year because of good growing
season, better fertiliszation, liming and rotations, Some farmers re-
ported yields on early soybeans around LO bushels per acre with an average
of about 31 to 33 bushels, Yields of soybeans behind small grains are
averaging from 20 to 25 bushels per acre,
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Livestock Production and

Con't
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Livestock Production and Marketing

Con't

Commercial broiler production is inecreasing in the county.
These new producers usually need special help at times,
The lack of poultry disease control.

Broiler and eg rketing is a big problem,

Keeping eggs so as to maintain high quality.

Cooperate in conducting a Tri=County Poultry winter meeting.
Cooperate in conducting the Tri-County summer meeting and tour,
Visit all 4-H projects in poultry

Conduct a count eneral poultry meeting with the aid of the
poultry speclalist,

Publish four newspaper articles on poultry production.

Mail poultry producers poultry suggestions,

Visit some of the commercial producers with the extension
poultry specialist,

Do some educational work on building and equipping poultry
houses,

The use of spec st to meet special production problems,

The use of spec ist and the Virginia Department of Agriculture
and Immigration Diagnostic Laboratories to determine diseases,
Individual assi

Help conduct t! Jounty poultry winter meeting.

Tri=County Poultry Meeting was held in Urbanna with fair
attendance.

The series of poultry pellets are mailed all poultry producers in
the county.

Disease prevention and vaccination is carried out to a large degree
by all the larger poultry producers in the county.

We have one producer in the county who raises cage replacements for
several cage layers in surrounding counties.

Several businessmen, bankers, producers and agent attended the
Tidewater Poultry Development Council Meeting at Tappahannock in June,




354 1 *s reported 2,513 hogs. The number of farme
38 decreased about 5% with only a slight reduction

ber s reported.

roduce hogs at ¢
Control diseases,

Control intermmal parasites,
Control ext al parasites,

Vaccinate pigs when they are small.
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about 15%, The Tappahannock Feeder Pig Sale helped to bring about the
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There has been a little increase in
for lice and worms,

Three farmers consigm ? igs to the Tappahannock Feeder Pig
The pigs brought good prices at the sale and the consigners
were well pleased,

Sale,




ICAL BQUIPMENT

Farmers have gone to power equipment More and more power equip=-
ment is being used, The plowing of the flelds have long changed from
horse power to tractor power ! ly recently have the orchardmen
changed from the hand cli S power clippers, Out entire farms
£ another. In case of war, and power
failure in the farm or electrical power and gasoline power failures,

not be able to operate,

are geared 0 one type

all types of farm buildings

Help each i vidus ! ilding plans if he requests
such help,

Jiscard from 25% 50% arm building plans now on

to
file in the office.
Have farm building plans returned to the County Agent's office
when the farmer is through with them.

RESULT

One farmer has constructed a pig parlor and another has constructed
a central farrowing house, The agent worked with both farmers,

Several ers have built hol g chutes,




AVATION AND

ILDLIFE

SIT )

The soils in Middlesex County are soils that have been eroded
from the high parts of county., They vary considerably
sandy to cla) ils b of them are sandy loams in nature,

Nater in general, | airl lentiful, Shullow wells supply most
of the farme wit r [ water and larger amounts of water are
available in deep wells that run from 200 to 300 feet in depth,

Farm market fairly close to the county: Richmond, Virginia;
sashingtor Cej Bal aryland; Newport News, Virginia; and

In 1954, the census reported $20,320 worth of firewood, piling
logs, lumber, pulpwo poles sold by 4l farmers, Middlesex

County has around 1 square miles in area, FHstimating that between

one thir d one half of the area, it is in woods or between 28,160

to 42,240 acres, The Forest: epartnent at VPI estimates that a 4O
year old stand of loblolly pine should cut 27 thousand board feet per
acre, If the wooded a i at every LO years, we would be cutting from
700 to 1000 acres each year, BNot all of the area is good loblolly pine,
but if we take only one half of the VPI figures, we would be cutting

from 9,450,000 to 13,500,000 board feet of timber per year., At $25

per thousand board feet stumpage, Middlesex County would be cutting

from 236,250 to 337,500 4 re worth of timber per year, In comparing
census data of 20,320 dollars of forestr roducts to the computed figure
of 236,250 dollars to 337,500 dollars worth, there is a considerable
amount of difference,

The Virginia | Y " ves the following informationt
Middlesex Count prroximately 52,200 acres of commercial forest
exclusive of publi eserved and other non-commercial forest land, About
55.3 per cent of the timber is softwood (loblolly pine, Virginia pine,
shortleafl pine, red cedar and other softwoods), and AL.7 per cent is
hardwoods (gume, white oak, red oak, yellow poplar, hickory and mis-
cellaneous hardwoods,) The Virginia Forestry Service estimates that
annual growth amounts to 2,104,000 board feet and anmuel drain to about

10,746,000 Yoard feet,
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