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VI, TVALUATION OF YEAR'S WORK
I feel that the Bxtension program during 1960 has not been as
strong ss the yrevious year or two, There have been too many

personnel changes to have accomplished all goals which vere made.

I am convinced that a great portion of any success thot muy have been

attained must go to other agencles, organizations, sn! individuals in
the county whieh have cooperaled with the Extension serviee throughout
the year,

Flanning  been ! ' eot polnts of the ixtension
progra.y sinee 1 have Leen in Russell County., Ve do not yet have off
ommodity coumitlees Lo help plan snd carry out the work,

In our L=i progras there is a lack of lsaders to help ecarry it out,
4 realize that strong leader program will belp make a stroager 4-H

program,
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For approxisately thirty years wool hes been sold through ocounty
wool pools in Southwest Virgl ise In 1957 sever.l woeol producer
and Extemsion workers began Lo consider ¢ somewhat Ci/ferent
marketing sot up,

The individual wool pools were well organis.d
wes out to beut ‘heir nelghbor om wool selling day. Very lfew pools

had enough wool to lure buyers Lo their selli g peint, conaejuently

much of the wool wus sold over the phone., Inforuetlion gener iy

vas not avallible on current wool prices. These plus many other
factors caused farmers sand Extension a ents to get together and
form the Virginis-North Carolins Mountain Wool Murketing issoclation,

fusrell County has the larpest one county wool poel in Jou hwest
Virginis. The Russell County Cooperstive hes always served so Lhe
selling agent for the wool pool., Members of the Soerd of Uirectors
of the Rusrell County Cooperative serve as wool pool direclors slso,

Several of these dircctors sttended the first organisational
meeting of what was loter to become the Virginiae! orth Caroline
Mountaln Vool Marketing Associstiom, These men cowe swey irow this
meeting undeciiod s Lo vhether Hussell County wouwld jJoln the otler
pools. The oversll group had declded that each pool would keep
ite identity but on selling day sn individual pool ceoul’ not reject
ite bid without majority comsent of the other pools. 7This was the
main point of dissent amomg the Russell County group,

The memager of the "ussell Coumty Goop called s meeting of the

directors, /t this time I would not have given the chances of
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engineering praclices through meetings, persomsl comt.cts,

mase media,

The year's progran vas ;lanned by supervisors, ;rofessional
workers and furwers orgenl by the nt,

The Soll Comservatiom Service techniclans have shoved wery
1ittle interest in the soils progrea carried on this year but
other eooperation has been ;good.

C. i Adald S

The local FHA superviser has been assisted with many
fern mansgem-nt loan situstlons throughout the yeor, lNumerous
furm bullding end 120 plans have besn fMurnished this organization
for farmers securing loans,

Farmers desiring loens huve been siven the facts an MiA
loans vhenever possible through personal comtsct and news srticles.

D. Yocollonald sogdculiiue lioras

Extens lon==Vo-ig relstiong’i; in Russell County is quite a
desirable one. We cooper te together on many youth progsrams and
project) ss well .2 publiec service projects,

¥e have furnished all the Vo=ig depirtments in Nussell County
vith nev Lulleting and other needed teaching materi ls from time
to time. In turn we uee their clussroom and shop facilities

for farm meetin,  when neodel,

The Castlevood Furmers Club, which is under the spomsorshij

of the Vo=ig Ine'ructor iz requently visited and sssistance vith

programs is afforded,




Ve SOOFRUTI T

As ASC Gounty Dffice
The eounty agent, serving ss exeofficer meuber of the
Comnty ASC Committes, sttended praciieally all monthly meetings
and many special meetings. OSeversl of the dlstrict meetings were

also sttemded, The portiom of the prograa which was assisted most

with vas the ACF program. The sgents Ji/ comeldersble educstion

and promoti m vork on the A program as well «s other progrums

threughout the year in meetings, pers nal caeptacts wnd through
mass media,

Mach of the succe £ the Ly sgromony pro;ram must be
attributed *o the ) X b was very effective an
reaching.

The demand for ACP was even greater than in 1959. The /86,000
allocation w t nearly sufficlient to eover the requesta. ut
750 practices vere applied for. his is significant Incre
over l.at year.

Working r
been excellont,

B. Sod) Conservetlop Jervice

The agent has se:ved as secretary on the Clindy Valley
So0il Conservetion beourd of supervisors durlng the yesr 1960 und
has attended prectically sll mouthly and special meetings,

The sgent has served on the county group in making the

oonservation needs eotliste for Kussell County,

The agents have done dmsiderable educstion work on soll eonservation




tree orders and encouraging farmers to carry out improved forestry
pructices,

P. Cooperstives

The cooperstive organization we work closel; with the

Fussell County Cooper tive whiech is a buyling end selling
is owmed and run oy county farmers,

The agents vork closely with msnagement of the Coop in
marketing laabs i wool,

Approxisate 25 of the wool and 60 to TOR of the lambs in
the county are murket cooperstively throug thi et-up, Mussell
County woel » for | 57.65 per hundred this year which v the

highest price inWirginils, Lembs conslstently net ‘he farmer more

noney becauvse of less sellln

The agent keeps in close com vith the Virginls Durley Tobaceo
Associstion and endsavors teop farners Iinformed om sctions whieh

will affect the marketing of their tobscco crops.
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few forme a'e producing egge for local sale,

There are only two producers in the ey, business om & coumerelal
sesle, They huve a total of sbout 4,000 hens, Uoth of these
producers as well ss furn flock owners recelve soue he p from
ixtemsion on mena en-nt nd marketing problems,

D. Russell County Fulr

The Hussell County Fair is s eounty-wide project to which
the Ixtensim stuff devoles wmeh time snd ;lanning, 7The Russell
County Pair Associetion 1s made up of furmers an' businesmmen and
has been a successiul gov.ming body, 4 locul eivie club alse
participates in the apomsorship of the falr.

The county sgent serves s secretury and sdvisor to the bourd
of directors. The Fal- is certuinly ome of our good adueatimal
tools.

Same of the highlights of our successful fulr this yeor were

a 4=H and FPL Livestock Judging Contest, & eixty-five anismal Dalry

Show, and sirong eef cattle, sheep snd svine shows,

The $900 net to the Fair Assoclati n will be invested in
permanent tyye isprovements to the grounds,

E. Torestry

More forest establishment snd Letter forest menagement ure

two distinet needs L our county forestry progrim, luch of our
existing forest land nceds 'o be fenced off Irom Mvestock and mueh
of our steeper land need to be set in trees,

4=H members set out 20,500 seedlings this past yeer, Ve feel
thet this is a good way to scquaint formers with good forectry practices.

The ASC Committee and state foresters were worked with in taking




Thore on ine VA test demonstrati ir Mussell
County which sre ve: ffectively used so result dencmstratiomns,
These farmers huv vorked with in some detell on recoumsnded
practices and goorde hree n trators huve bLeer
added this j . be ¢ SEY stors who wi o off
in 19€1. re 4 ing rt aa locate demons
in all one of the
benefits of ‘he progras

The de:onstrators ha

problems

ipt on file.

any farmers we : it n three particular phases of

farm bulldingss (1) bw . Fifteen %o twenty nev wies vere

bullt this ya alliing parlorse, Twelve d iry farmers rejuested

help on either r ell r bullding milking parlers. (3) pole

barne, Asciatance & glver to several furmers getting resdy to

build new pole t; k s for sither hay stor:ge, calile, or machinery.
All ag-engliesring rejueste relating to soil and wster conservstiom

were transfurr 11 Conservition Serviece techuiclans,

Ce Foultyy

ost poultr county is for farm use.




Ce Gonerul 4~
1. Civie organizations, county bunks snd numerous
business organizations have beem most coopera‘ive in finaneing
4B sctivities durin he year.

Jne of the local nke spomsors and peys for calenders for
esch i~ member,

Appalachian Fower Compsny representatives helj organlie
and carry out many f our A-ll sctivities.

The Lebanon Junior Chamber of Commerce and the Fussell
County Chamber of Cammerce eo-sponsor the County Baby Beef
Show, Meny bual 8 concerns help sponsor this roject,

2. The vo-ag teschers are always most eooperstive. They

work along with tension on Baby Beef Frojects, market hog
- ’ <

profects, snd on the Russell County Falr,

3, Publie school officlsls are most cooperative in

vorking with the 4~ program, Agaln this ysar wore pressure
is being felt with semlor groupe because of ever ightening
school schedules,

Generally time is limited for senlor mestings. In some
high schools students can only belomng to one elun, Some of these
probleme are going to have to be met by having mere Mt-of-echool
groupse.

In the grades, most of the teachers are interested ln Lhe

4=H program and serve as leaders,




pembers attended camp because of the larger muzber,

who attended short course from ths eounty,

One boy from the county sttended Perestry Camp, This vas

the first yeer thut s 4=l mesber attended Forestry Camp.
me boy fram the county attended TVA Nesource Developuent
Camp, Conserwvet on Camp, sad State Llectric Short Course.
7« County PFair
bout forty livestock projects snd sixty erop projects
vere entered in the county falr. In addition 4-H mesbers had
@ conesnsion atand on which about (150 was cleared. This went
inte the County 4-~i Councll treasury.
8, National 4<H Club “week
The local weekly printed a full page during Natiomael
4=l Woak, | lctures and local articles wdre used on the [ape.
e Achleveuent Lay
ihe 4=il schievement lay wes held in conjunction wilh a
tour Lo Lhe new sppelachlen Fewer ilan: L Carbe, OJelwesn 550=600
4eti monbers snd Lhelr purents sitended the progras, This wes
thought by many Lo be Lhe largest ichleve wut Day progras ever
held in the county.
10s Trscior halilenance .chool
ihirteen memoers were surolled in a Truclor Helotevance
School spomsored by the xtension service and s local machinery
dealer., 7This special intersst group met omee each week during
February and March. 4 trector driving contest wus held in

conjunetion with the project in Aprile
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boys to try out for these teams so as to gain valuable experience.
Contests of this sort give boys a chence to compete and learn.
4e Continue participating in the Baby Beef Froject
Fourteen steers were fed by county L-l meambers this
past yeor, The amnusl 4-H and FFA Baby Beef tour was held
during the Christames Holideys. This tour proviles the youngsters
& chunce to see whet Lhe others are doing with their project,
The county Buby Seef Show was held in early April, It is
spmsored Ly Lhe Jayceor snd the Russell County Chamber of Commerce,

Twelve of our fourteen steers graded cholce or prime at

the Bristol Showy Two of our A-H'ers placed liret and second in

the 1ightvel bt liepeford class. The business people from the
county support thils ;roject wund help Lo encoursge it by buying
wost of our steers 2 to 3 cents higher then the sale average,
5« Hog Irojects
The eurs 4~ Pig Chain wus moved to the Honaker ares
of the county this yesr. The chain is meaning much in laproving
hog juality throughoul the county, There is about as much
interest lr the pig chain as any yroject in the couniy. is the
result of tie ply chain Russell County 4-H'ers hed ‘he chamjlien
and reserve champion pens of Lhree fat hogs at the Sristel
Junier Market Hog “how, Thir'y hogs vere shown and Lecasuse of the
good showing Museell Cognty vom & $200 piy chain given by
Valleydale Fuckers,
6, Camps
Tuen!y-six Junior members and six senlor zemuers attended
i=H cmmp at the Southwest Virginia 4-il Center. Fewer senior
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All Stars and the County Couneil are active in planning
and earrying out the over-all program. Flans are being mede
to start an honor club in 1961,

B, Results of Goals and Jbjectives

l, Have 2 planned program with members participating
at euch meoting,

The vice-presidents are in charge of the prograss, Generally
they plan . ten to [ifteen minute program at esch mesting whigh
includes a devotlaon, & report on a 4-H evant, o song and 4 game.
Iralning was given :t the county counell meeting on eonducting
» meeting.

Ze Have ot lesst 504 project Cempletion

There were 1,252 projects carried by 62 menbers under the

supervision of the sselstant county sgent, __#J< meubers
completed ome or more projects. __I2¢  eompleted sll projects

they were carrying

A totel of __ o o projects or __J 7 % of the projects
were comjloted,

This completlon percentage is lower than lest year. The
change in Extension personnel has nade it harder to get project
completion,

Je Train Juiging Teams
Livestock Judging, dairy Juwiging, end land appreciation
teams were trained by the assistant eomty agent end the county
agent, The livestock snd land appreclation temms placed second
in the District comtest. The dalry team placed third, All teams

vere eligible to go to Short Course. There is & need for mere




re twenty-seven boys' 4~ cludes in the county
wit} totul of 562 members, Twenty<four of these clube are
combination elubs with both boys and girls earolled., The
howe deuor tim nt zives projeet instruction to the
glrle and the sscistent county apent instructs the boys. Three
of the elubs were conlucted Uy the sssistant county agent snd
included both boys ond girls, There were forty-two girls
enrolled in there clubs,

All clubs ¢ ot in the schols. Speelal interest groupe
such a re or Maintensnee and Horse and Fony Menbors are
met out of school, Forestry wes seleeted as a county-wide
group project for 1959-60, This project wes taught as e
forestry approciation and forestry identific tlon project,

In addition to the (rour project each member was reguired
to take st least one other project to be conducted at home,
Hembers were encouraged to take s livestock or crop project
vhen possible. wt me<holf of the county L-il menbers live
on farms, 7The resainder live in small towns and villages and
oarry proj cta su 1s eloctrieity, garden, and entamology.
The addition of non-farm boys adds more depth to the progrum,
Many of Lie outctun ing lesders whieh develop are non-fara
boys.

There were €12 boys enrolled in Forestry projecte, 134

in @erden, 125 in Zlectrielty, 112 in Livestock projects followed

by wildlife, Dalry, snd the numerous other projects available.




vhereby all soil aples recedwed through his office
woul e sent for shalysis by the county agent. This
has rerulted in more complete recommendations om all sofil
san;les. Ve felt that many furmers 444 not realise what
eomplote benefits could be gotten from their sodil sample
report, Yany formers were only getting lime recomsendstions
when ol samples were sent ‘hwough the ASC 0ffice,
The number of aoil samples increase? from 624 in 19%9
to 706 1n 1960, This is not a large incresse but an increase
vhich looks ;romising speclal emphasis has been placed
o sampling t'is vriting news articles and
making samplin 2112ble wherever possible,
3. A8x Tobacco
Tobaceo 1s alusys a major sgfonamie project because
ite Luportance & orop an’ ss an ineme producer,
Informetion on varietlies snd fertilization wes made
availagle to all farmers., Some TVA demmstrators vere
given samples of new varieties t row ts demongtrutore,
roxinately 158 of the soil samples taken in the county

vere for Burley tobeceo recomuendetions,

Two tobacce grading demonsiratiops were hold in October.

Much of the ‘obacco emphssis has been placed on handl ing

of tobacco from the time 1t 1s cut through marketing,

Four sevs arilcles end many farm visits have been mede

stressing grading and marketing,




Alfalfa acresge has Increased frow 2,198 in 1954 to 5,263
in 1959 or an average of 633 per year, This I feel was s
good incresse, Yields, however, have increased only .1 tons
per scre and now stand at 2,1 tons per scre. Many farmers feel
thet alfalfa only needs topiressing vhen sssistance can be
gotten through the ACI ir gram which 1 overy four years,
During the past ysar explicit recamendstions hove been made
on every soil sample from alfalfs pointing out the need for
topdressing eoch year., 1 feel that by 1961 there vill be an
inerecse’ awareness of topdressing., This should come sbout
through the slfalfa weevil, If present recommendstions on
using Heptuchlor in the fall are continued more furmers will

be topire aings There 1o an lneressing seguent of larmers

asking sbout the comparative cost of meking alfalfa as compared

to orchard grass plus ritrogen. The alfalfa veevil promices
to cause more problems to producers in 1961,

311.ge tonsge Lis slowly incressing in the cownty, lore
beaf catile producers sre realizing the value of eorn silsge
in their feedliy progras, Bunker silos have provii«d wsany
farwers with a low coet means of storing silage.

An aver:ge of one and one-half news articles per month vere
wriiten o1 the agronomy program,
2, 80ils Frogranm

S04l sampling has been siressed in the solls program -gain

this year. A progras wes set up with ‘he A C Office mansgesr




The eredicition program will be gotten wundervay on December 1,
1960, 7The agent is preparing rosd lists.

Pever heifers h ve been wiceinsted with Strain 19 mainly
because it wos not free until November 1, 1960, e local
veterinarian has report that thare hos been » considersble
inerease !» winccirations since November 1,

Do Acrepozy
Adequete feed supply s the most luportent  hese of agronay

in Russell Counly since livestock 1s the big income producer,

The mein needs are more silage, more alfalfs, more and better

pasture, and an increase in the use of lime wnd fertilizer,
Objectives wot up this year are as follous:
(1). To ineresse alfulfa screaje end yield,

(2)e we of sllage perticularly corn sllage.

3). To encourage farmers to seed more permanent type

c wd to fertillze all crops and pasture

more heavily,

In obtaining vhat we term a fairly successful year in terms
of results, ve have worked closely with the ACF Program an the
Clinch Valley Soil Conservation District in getting furmers
to make full use of jovernment assistance, and technicel aid
available.

An agronomy letter glving recommende’ varietles of se and
analysis and rates of fortilisers . use was malled to all
farmers in lster vinter. This is probably the most laportant
cireular letier sent out during the year.

Two alfelfs fortilizetion demonstration plots wvere set up
in 1959 with the help of the Agronomy Departsent, There plots

vere con' lrue  and are showing results,




a M4 incresse., The irtificial Breeding Associstion holds

an ennual meeting snd has been presenting trophles to dairy
vinners at the county feir. Artificially bred heifers in the
barn are doing more to spread the use of artificisl inseminction
than any other thing,

The dairy indusiry and the dairy conmittee realize that
forage cansumption 1s the weakest part of the jresent dairy
progran in the county, /“uch wvork has been dome through news
articles and personal comtact Lo incresse the amount of silage
used and the scres of alfalfs hay,

The mestitis control progrem has ha! results, although
immessursble, It has urought mastitis menagement to the
attention of dalrymer, The monthly letier has beoen sent sach
month, Jeveral mastitis barn charts have been put up in Grade
A and Grade C burns,

The dairy testing program has been at & virtual stand still

in the coum'y, MHost of the interested dairymen sre now enrolled,

Six nev milkeo-meters were purehased by the D.H.I.A. this year.

Bach member of the DJH.l.a."s record 1s analyzed end evaluated
by the Extension Agent onece each year, Tiis seeme! L0 mean a
lot to the members in inercased ibterest and knwlelge of their
own records,
C. Mdveatock feallh

This project is aimed mostly at brucellosis eradicsatim,
The tua objectives were to be in the brucsllosils testing program
in the county and to get more rejlacement heifers vacclnsted with

Strain 19,




4e Sxlne

There «re relstively few hogs produced in Russell County
other than for home use, )any farmers, hovever, produce
feeder plgs. A fecder pig sele was organize! st Abingdon
on Noveubsr 15, 1960, This wos the first sale of this type
in Southusst Virginia, 1635 pigs from Russell County vere
80ld in this sals, The directors are going to meet in
Decumber to plan for such & sale in 1961, There are many
more ;roducers interested ln such a sale nov sinece the
first ome was successful, An estimated 500 pigs will be
sold in 1/61 in such a sale from Russell County,

<uality of hoge are one of our meln problema, The

Jears 4l Pig Chaln is doing more for quality than any

ehper one thing, Juelity pdgs frow the plg chain sre

videly dlstributed over the county and their quality are
farmers that short, fat hogs are golng out in style,
adiving
There sre 23 (rade A dairies and some 600 Grade C producern
in the county. Ualrying hes becons more laportant and providos
a consi er.ble part of the sgricultursl ineome for the county.
Objectives set up vere as lollowss
(1)s Incresse the use of artificial breeding especially
emong wasulsctwring producers.
(2)s Encournge quality snd quantity freding of formces.
\Jg. 10 deerevse the incidence mastitis through mansgement,
(4)e To increase the use of testing progrems,
The artificial breeding program is slowly growing. There

have been 582 first services compared to 540 in 1959, This is




(5;. To strive for better management,
(6)s 7o bring in better quality replacesent sves.

The Ruspell County Gooperstive eompleted and used for the
first year s nev lasb market, The coop vas sssilsted in
pPlanning the market a vas _iven assistance Lhrougiout
the sarketling season with marketlig problems, 9,767 lanbs
grossing (159,914 were sold theugh the Coop Murket, A
sueller percentage of buck lambe was noted, There are
still too many bucks sold,

The sgent ssslited in orgemising the nev wool marketing
organization wvhleh will market wost of the wool from
Southwest Virginls snd Westerm North Carolina. Russell
County's wool sold nighest of any in the po-l, This
could be sceountoed for in our volume snd one point plekup,

We meriks tod 98,743 pounds which netted to the farmer

57,293,
A new portable sheep dipiing wat vas built with aid from

the soard of Supervisors, the Coop, and the TVL Assoclstion,

Flans vere made to dip from 5,000 to 7,000 sheep during

the swmer, For soue recson farwers vere not interested
in the dipping program and only 1,700 sheej were dijped,
Most forwers commented that livb prices wers dowm and couldn't
afford to dip. "There seens to be a trend that when cattle
prices are good farmers don't work with thelr sheep as much
as when cattle prices are low,
Same 150 Western replacement ewes were pought into the

ecounty,




erds vere storted on B.Cel.as during the jear.

There lo same loterest wul lwuers are hesitant un starting
any new progras that involves costs of extre laber,

xtenslon agents did not push Lhe wse ol sllloestiral
iaplantes alter Lhe wpariment of Agriculture cut oul the use
of Lhem last year. 4ven alter thelr relesse, luplanis vere
herd Lo | Lo JUnly two producers used lmplants on &0 cattle
Lhls year, Hesults were good,

wews srilcles and personal contacts wers used Lo scjuaint
formers with noed to eomtrol extermal parssites, lore
farmers own spreys and are spraying catile than sver before,.

Yany farmers were assisted In selec ion of jquality vulls
both st sales end privetely.

Four timely news articles were written om feedinyg and
mun. genent,
3« dlgsp

Shoep are a major livestock enterprise in Russell County
snd for thet resson have recelved coneidersble sttention,

Recognised proulem areas in the productim of sheep are
lack of top quolity replacement ewves, the presence of footrot
end extermal and internal perasites, Doge are aleo & problem
wvhich is hard to control,

Jojectives set up were as follow:s

(1)s To pet hijher percentage of lumbs in top grades.

(2). To work closely with marketing organisations to
obtain s top price for lambs and wool,

(3)e To ar-dlente » larger percentage of footrot,

(4de To organize a parssite sradliestiom prograa.




A copy of the sale Huleg % Refmlalicns vwes
1ll foeder calf producers.

At loast half of the producers vere visite!
ins;ected.

Consihmonts were handled through the County Agents' Office.
An at'empt was made to organize an Angus Fesder Sale.
All iussell County producers were visited by the agent and
consi nments were mede through the County Agenta' 07fice,
There were not enough cons! ghments made to hold & sale,
Angus ealf produesrs sre evidently setisflied with prices

obtaine! from fleld buyers.

Three Abingdon steer sales vere worked with closely
although they sre not under State Committee sponsorsiip.
Russell County farmers markete! about 2,500 steers through
these sales.

an up to dete list of Russell steer producers was complled
after the last marketing sesson., A letter was sent to each
producer giving hin mancgement and marketing ideas.

The agent and two producers attended the state Feeder
Cattle ‘ales meeting st N tural Bridge in Februsry,

Lfficiency of production must be incressed if the beef
eattle industry is to prosper, The followin goals und

objectives set up to work toward incressed afficlency vere:

(1)e To (ot at least two herds on B.C.1.A.

(2)¢ 70 educate steer producers on velus of stilbestrol
lujlenta,

(3)e To carry out a perasite eradicstion progrs .

(4)e To help farmers laprove breeding and feeding practices.




wool for the farmers of R 11 County. new laab sarketing faellity
has been built during the st year and marketed 9767 lambs during

the summer,

111, dalop jrolect sctlvitics
A. Liwdstock
1, Fecder Calf & Tearl ng Sales
Froducers, especlally the small ones, need a weans of
marketing their cattle, This 1s scoomplished through
organized sales, Many producers ds not take purt in organized
sales, The cost of having cows tested in the cese of cow-calf
producers anl the actual sale expense .n' drift of hauling
ecan sceount for one Lo ome end one-half cents per pound,
Russell proiucers sell about one-third of the caulves in
the ibingdon Feeder Calf Sale ard about one-fourth to
one-third of the yearling steers in three Abdngdon steer
sales, Marketing receives a large portiomn of Ixtenslon time
becouse of the nuber of esttle and the nusber of ssles.
Mjectives set up were as foliows.
(1). To sducate farwers on the value of markeling
through organized ssles,
(<)e To ..«nsqu planning an Angus ocslf sale.
(3)s To get isbingdom steer csales reinstated under Lhe
stute. Feoder Cattle ‘ales program.
(4)e To intors steer producers on aspects of produeti n.
(5). 75 carry om established Abingdon Pesder Calfl
Sale work,

There were 60 eslves sold in the Abin don Feeder Calf

Sale. This was & decrsase of 200 from 1959. More active

field buying snd the cost of merketing were Lwo of the

prisary causes of lower numbers.




Abingdon Feeder Calfl Sale Association, Ome producer from Russell
County serves as s member of the four-eounty Abingdon Calf Sale
Committee.

About 660 calves were consigned through this orpanization this
year, There has been an increase in fleld buying this year. Many
producers ere reluctant Lo test thelr cows and wicclnite ealves,

Also many farmers sre couplalning about the hi h cost of marketing

through the orgsnize’ sale,

P, Bussall County Deliyv lerd larevemenl laseclallun
The assocletiom has been in operailon since Map, 1957. It

has met & definite need of Lhe dulrymen, At present there are two
monufacturing producers which are on owner-sampler test, This
program is being earried on in conjunetiom with D.H.I.A.
The county sgent serves as advisor and secretary to this group.
Ge Gusasdd ounty T.VaAs doct Demnatration Aasoclation
This orgeniz.tion 1s made up of present and past T.V.A.
unit test demonstration farmers, Five directors are elected each
year at the annual meeting of the demomstrators. They serve as a
guiding body and si! in the selection and approval of new demonstrators,
This group alds the agents in the planning and operstion f the
year's test demonsgtsation program, The directors also sdminisirste
the expenditure of T.V.i, funds,
e Buagsdd County goovaratlvs
This eooperative ias owned and opersted by Hussell County
farmers and serves es & buying and selling cooperstive, 7w
retall farm sup;ly stores sre maintained, one in Lebanon and one

in Honaker, The marketing phase consists of marketing lambs and




organization canposed of furwers sand honemakers from throughout
the county who are luterested ln public alfulrs an' the Letterment
of sgriculture and home economics. The cow 'y falr is an annual

event,

Thy county agend serves as secrelary and edvisor to .he Fair

Associa' lon Board of Uirectors. All mewbers of the Exlension
staffl serve as advisors and coordinators,
C. Ghinh Valler Lokl Lousscvabian klelrich
The Clineh Valley Sodl Comservation Uds riect formed in
1952 through the efforts of the Extensiom agents and interested
farmers, covirs Russell County mly, The district bas = full time
techniclan and assistent Lo assist farmers with their conservstion
problems. The agents work closely with these 5oil Comservstion
Service euployees ani the District loerd on the increasing work losd.
The coun'y agent serves as an appoint.d member of the Li:triet
Board of Supervisors and aleo as Secretary,
D. Aussald Couniy Artilicial Srseders Assoslatios
This organizetion of dairymen is increasing grestly in
size and strength and is set up to ald farmer: in incressing quality
in dairy cattle through arti iecial inseminstion, The Russell County
Assoclation is a part of the Virginia Artificial Breeding Assoclation
whieh is located at Foecky Meunt,
One technielan, who operstes a small Grade A herd of his own,
has been able to handle the entire work losd, Interest among Grade A
and Grade C producers has increased during the pest year,
Z. Sussall Comty Fesder Call Asseciatian
This organiz.tion of beef calf producers is pert of the




are 400 more allotsents than farms according to the 1959 cens s
report.

Russell County solls «re generslly of a limestone origin and
are for the most part heavy textured, Most of these solls reppond
well to good mansyement and great laprovement 1s noted vhere farmers
ere following correct fertilizer and lime reco mendatlions,

The topography, being rather rugped, makes cropland scarce,
There sre¢ cpproximately three scree of pasture per scre of cropland,
Most of the cropland is in the production of hay and other forage.
Less grain is produced each year. Therefore such grain must be

parchased for dairy cows, sheep, hogs, and poultry.

1. Gounty Agrdculiurcd Oraanlsct ous
A. Lxienaden Steff

The Russell County Gxtenslon Staff has seen several changes
during the year. A, L. Eller, Jr. left to become arsistant
professor of animal husbandiry at V,P.I. and to work toward » masters
degree, Michsel G, Alti or, was promoted to county sgent, N, Neel
Rich becume asslstant county agent in Mareh and was promoted to
oounty agent of Scott County on November 1, At the present time
there is no assistant county agent., Mary Virginis Fletcher, home

agent, has vorked the entire yeer., Fegyy /arren became assistant

home sgent September 1., Aline Breeding, extension secretary, has

vorked the entire year.
The organization ..s worked smoothly evem .ith the interruptions
of persomnel change,

B. Hacasll Count. Falr Aszoclatlon
The Russell County Fair Association is an imeorporsted




I. Bucsel) County and lia scciguliucs
Russell County has sluvays been one of the mest eompletely

agricultural counties in Southwest Virginis, The building of an

electrie pover plant and o gurment factory has helped to change

the camplexion of the county working force, More men snd women
are wvorking off the furm. Thare has been a gencral improvement
in the standard of living, WVhether it be good or bad, there is &
trend to more part-time farmers, Th re is every indlcstion of &
cortinuing trend especislly if more industry is introduced inteo
the county., PFarm labor has become searce.

A preliminary report of the 1959 Cemsus of Agrieulture shows
many changes in Russell County's agrieulture, Mo doubt many of
these changes vwill be sttributable to the change in the definition
of a farm,

Land in forms totals 236,854 which is 76.68 of the county's
total area. 7he total number of farms is 1,772 compured to 2355
in 1954, The aver:pe form is composed of 133 seres. The trend

seems to De towar’ fewer snd larcer farme.

The county is largely a livestock produeing county due to the
topography of the land anl the solls, Cattle numbers total 26,348
of which 6,015 are duiry cows, Sheep total 19,727 of which 16,257
are eves, Swine totale are up from 5,894 in 1954 to 6,053 in 1959,

Next to livestoek, Purley tobacco brings in more furm income
than any other farm commodity, Mussell County renks forth in Southwest
Virginia in Burley production, Ve have s total allotment of 1,583

acres and a total of 2,172 allotaents, This indicates tha* there
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