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COUNTY SITUATION:
————

Rockingham County 1s situated in the Shenandosh Valley between
the Hlue Ridge Mountains on the sast and the Alleghanies on the west.
According to the 1954 Census of Agriculture, there were 321,685 acres
in farms which represented 54.5 percent of the total county ares of
556,160 acres or 569 square miles. In 1954, there were 3,571 farms
which averaged 84.8 acres in sise and §14,793 in walue of land and
buildings.

This county ranks third in sise among all counties in the State
and is one of the leading agricultural counties, both in Virginia and
the United States.

At least half of the total area is in forest, much of it in George
Washington National Forest. Shenandoah National Park stretches aleng
the Hlue Ridge. Doth aress provide axeellent natural recreational
resocurces. Other points of special interest include the limestone
caverns - Endless, Orand, Massamtten and Melrose,

The clay-limestone soil is adapted to diversified farwing. Live-
stock, dairying, and fruit have long been importast. In recent years
poultry raising has outdistanced all other types and made Rockingham
nationally known for its chickens and turkeys., Within Virginia it
leads in value of farm products and is impertant for eattle, sheep,
dairying, apples, and peaches, as well as poultry.

Agriculture is the leading source of employment and income,

Next comes manufacturing and trade. Some mamfacturing s closely




tied to local farming, such as meat packing, poultry processing, poultry
equipment, poultry and stoek feeds, dalry products, canned and preserved
fruits, fertiliser and agricultural lime. Other manufactures include

apparel, rayon fabriocs and yarn, inseeticides, chemicals, furniture, ex-
celsior, cooperage, storage tanks, building blocks and stone momments,

Rockingham has four institutions of higher learning: Bridgewater
College, Shenandoah Conservatory of Music, Eastern Memnonite College and
Madison Cellece.

Rockingham Memorial Hospital is at Harrisonburg vhere there is alse
s large publiec health center. The Roskingham Public Library at Harrisen-
burg zives bookmobile service to the entire area,

In 1955 the long~time gzoal for the county home demonstration program
was housing, with particular emphasis on improving kitchens and work areas,
water systems and bath rooms. Some communities feel the need of better

recreational facilities within their immediate area.

Two of the monthly demonstrations in the 1955 home demon-
stration program were on foods, The objective was to help
the rural homemaker add interest and variety to meals for

meal preparation and at the same time to remind her that

some of the fondest joys of family living stem frem goed,
wholesome home cooking.

Y




Hethedsy
The topics chosen on foods and mutrition were "Pepping

Up Fosds With Herbe”, and "Bread Making”. BHach of the twenty-
nine club presidents appeinted twe or mere food leaders.

The Extension Foed and Wutritien Specialist conducted a
training meeting on the above topics vith twentyenine
leaders from seventeen clubs present,

Every home demonstration club had a garden leader in ad-
dition to the food leaders. Hach month she was sent leaf-
lets to give to her club members on "Garden Suggestions”.
The leaflets were prepared by the Extension Horticulturist.
With the demonstration on the use of herbs in cocking some
information was given on the growing and curing of herbe,
Balletins and leaflets were alse distributed.

Besulte:

As a result of the training meutings conducted the leaders
gave thirty-eizht demsnstrations with an attendance of 563.
1) addition to the meetings conducted by leaders the agents
gave ningteen demonstrations with an attendance of 103.

§ix undred, hirty-five families received assistance with
meal planning and foed preparation. The women were delighted
and fascinated with ways to pep up their ceoking with herbs,
Many had never been exposed to the use of herbs in ay way
and were amased at some of the simple ways to make common

foods more interesting,




The agent had observed that few homemakers bake bread for
their familiecs. The demonstration on breadmaking stimmlated
more interest in that phase of food preparation - net enly
among the younger homemakers but many of the older women
have begun to again bake bread for their families. The
women learned that it was more sconomical for them to bake
bread at home, take great pride in the techniques they have
developed and feel they are adding much sest to the family's
menls, as well as providing good mutirition,

For some years the county families have had access to freeser
lockers and these have been most helpful in preserving the
family food supply. It is interesting to note that the 1954
sensus shows an increase of 985 famms having their own home
freesers over the 1950 census. The 1950 census reported 399
and 1954 census L 384 farms with freesers. That fact alone
probably accounts for the increase in requests of the agent
for information on freesing foods.

As & result of the distribution of garden leaflets and other
contacts made 495 families received help on planning and pro-
viding the home food supply.

Although Toods and mutyrition was not one of the major toples
in the adult program in 1955 much influence from the 1954

matrition program was felt along with the interest of the

1955 program. Over J00 members report 1, 398 contacts made




on that phase of the progrem. Many more women are calorie
and weight conscious than ever before a'd more are trying
o understand the real need of having a good varisty of
foods in the diet ad what the basiec seven foods do for
the body.
e Jacacsumti
s. Qhlsgtivess
Jor the second consecutive year scme rhase of home man~
acenent has been included in the adult program. The
parpose was W help the homemakers plan more efficient
ise of their time and energy in performing their house-
keeping dutles, especially in the kitchen and laundry,
Kotheds
The Brtension Mome Management Specialist conducted a

training meeting for clud leaders on "Controlling Time

w Energy Throush Detter Working Conditions in the
Laundry and Kitchen®,

A countyewlde apecial interest meeting on "Remodeling
Kitchens ad Storase Spaces” was also conducted by the
Wtension Specialist and Home Agent, The agent and
specialist visited homes to give additional assistance
to homemakers with more diffieult problems,

Local power suppllers and eleetrical kitchen equip-
ment _ealers so-opsrated with Extension Service

in sponsoring a meeling emn




kitehen planning.

Special publicity vas given the countyide meetings,

through the local newspaper and over the radic statien
WSVA. Leaflets and bulletins on management of time and
energy, kitchen planning, laundry and storage were dis-
tributed,

Resulta’

Twenty-gix leaders froa Lwenty-ong clubs attended the train-
ing meeting conducted by the specialist en "Contrelling Time
and Energy Through Better Working Conditions in Kitchen and
Laundry®, Those leaders, in tamm, gave gightesy demonstra-

tions with an attendance of J98. The agent conducted sleven
monthly meetings with an attendance of 199, In presenting

the above sub ject more time was spent on working conditions

in the laundry since the pregram o’ previcus ysars had given
more attention te the kitchens and a special interest county-

wide meeting was devoted to kitchems in 31955 Jeventy-ens
families reported they were assisted with improving kiteohens
and laundry and j13 assisted in making management decisions,

The county-wide special interest meeting on remodeling
kitchens and planning work areas was attended by twenty-three
ladies, That was not as many people as the agent had hoped
would attend nor as many as indicated their interest, but




due to snow ad sleet the roads were jJust too hasardous for
people to travel. However the meeting was quite suceessful
for those that attended. Many had brought drawings of thelr
kitchens and work areas and the agent and specialist held

individual conferences with those people after the general

meeting. In addition to the individual help given at the
meeting two hame visits were made by the specialist and
szent to give assistance on kitchen planning for remodeling,

"What's lNew in Kitchen Planning” was sponsored by Extension
Service with Power Suppliers and Elestrical Kitchem Equipment
dealers no-operating. Jifty-foup ladies from Rockingham
Sounty attended the meeting, Women from three adjoining
countics - Angusta, Page and Shenandoah, also attended, make
ing the total attendance rore than one hundred, The Exten-
sion Agricultural Engineer was first on the program and gave
a very informative and interesting talk, on "Your Home Water
Supply”. That was particularly helpful to those people "Mt
are plarming to install water under pressure in the home,
General Klectric Company's representative gave an illustre-
ted talk en "What's New in Kitchen Planning"., "How teo Buy
a Kitchen Range” was expertly nresented by a representative
from Frigidaire Division of the General Moters Corporation,
"What to Look for in Buying a Refrigerator® was given by the
home service director of the Virginia Klectric and Power

Company. JNing local electrical equipment dealers co-operated
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by displaying their latest pleces of kitchen equipment.
The meeting was highly praised by those people who attended.
The information they received was first hand and being able

to actually see the equipment as the different festures
were digoussed made it much more meaningful, The Rxten~
sion Mstrist Agent and Extension Home Management Specialist
presided at the meeting and were responsible for making the
plans,

House Furnishings
Qbloctives
Thres monthly meetings of the home demonstration clubs
were devoted to house furnishing topics in 1955. Te
teach the homemakers ways of improving their family living
by making their homes more attractive and liveable was the
objective of that part of the pregram,

Hetidal

Bach club had one or two leeders appointed by the club
president, The Extension House Furmishing Specialist
conducted a training meeting for the leaders on "Good
Desizn in House Purnishings® and "Best Use of Accessories
on Hand", The ageat trained the leaders for the demon~
stration on "Color Schemes”. Colored slides and pictures
were used to illustrate demonstrations with exhibits on

Good Design and use of Accessories. For the demonstration




on color schemes each leader had a packet of illustrative

material consisting of wall papr and wall color cardboards

16 x 16, swatohes of drapery and upholstery fabrie, floor
coverings, ete., to use in planning and so-ordianting the

color scheme for the entire house,

sesaltes

Iwenty-geven leaders attended the training meeting on "Good
Design in House Purnishings” and "Best Use of Accessories".
Those leaders gave {irty-foupr demonstrations with an attend-
ance of 333 asd the agents gave tweniy-foup demonstrations
with 315 attending,

The traini. mceting on Color Schemes was attended by
loreniy-four leaders that save sightesn demonstrations with
an attendance of 280, The agents conducted Leg demonstre-
tions and had 288 in attendance,

The agent has observed improvements in house furmishings in
many homes following these demonstrations. Many of the
women have conmented on changes they have made., J135] cone
tacts were ade tiwougsh that phase of the adult program and
438 homemakers report they were assisted in house furnishings.
ke Housdngl
s. Obleshivesi
The objective of having a phase of Extension Program omn




housing was to help the ruml people maintain the structure
and physical part of the home in the best way, to let the
people know what assistance is available on remodeling ,
repairing, building and maintenance.

Heothedas

The Extension Rural Housing Speelalist conduc.ed a tralning
moeting for clud leaders on "SBest Finish for the Job*, The
specialist ad agent made home visite to help families with

their remodeling plans.

The agent worked with the sounty water spstems comittee to

promote installation of more water under pressure in the
rural homes.

Resultal

The leader training meeting was attended by ninstess leaders
who in tum, conducted seventeen eclub meetings with an attend-
ance of 288, The agente conducted twelve meetings with an
attendance of 16].

The agent worked with the Jounty Water Systems Committes in
setting up ccemitives for s county-wide water systems
program. The Power Suppliers made a survey mong their cus-
tomers to detemine whether progress had been made since the
1954 progran, Their survey revealed that it had influenced
the installation of a considerable mmber of water systems
ard that information zivem out was generally being helpful.
In 1955 the pump dealers had an educational exhibit st the
County Fadr. The exhibit compared the home of yesterday
with no rumning water and the modern howe




with water under pressure. The well drillers had an
exhibit along with that showing the well driller and the
pamp dealers had pressure systems on display. The exhibit
attracted mich atlention and taught a good lesson. Incom-
plete reports show that ihirteen femilies were assisted with
seleotion, installation and care of water systens,

5. Business Matters:
s,  Ohlegtive:
That through the ixtension Program the rural hememakers and
husbands would be reminded of some of the important fasdly

business matters that they should be familiar with. Te
also make available to them information that will make them
better informed and help them to make wiser decisions.

b. letheds
Bach club had tho wouer appointed by the president to serve
as business leaders. The agent and Extension lome Manage-
ment Specialist conducted training meeting on "Wills and
Deeds” and "lasurance”. The leaders presented information
to club menmbers,
After club meeting: the leaders worked with Ruritan and Agri-
cultural Bourd rembers in the community to make arrangements for
a commnity meeting so that all interested people could receive
information,

o Bemdiat
This was a most successful and gratifying phase of the 1955

3




adult Extension Program in Roekingham County. A good job
of co-operative planning was done by the Agrisultural

Board ard the County Home Demonstration Committee in ar-
ranging for the sommmunity meetings. ;‘m different
mootings were held at night with an attendance of A67.

The meetings were conducted by a legal ard insurance
sutiorily. Information on soclal security was also ine
cluded at the meetings,

The training meeting for the home demonstration leaders
wao attended by Lwenigegly women. They conducted forty-
24X weetlings with an attendance of 52 and the agents con-
ducted ping meetings with 103 attending, Several of
the clubs Linvited a loeal insurance or legal person te
naet with them,
5.  Heme Denecstiaiden Comeudly Prolectes
1. Lounty Home Demenstration Club Markehi

For pineteen years the Home Demonstration Club Market has

provided a means for farm women to sell surplus farm and

home products.

Heyen different wamen sold on the market during 1955. The

market has a manager who is not a seller. The sellers elect

their president, vice-president, and secretary, The agent

and manager appoint three sellers to serve with the president

and sesretary on the market committes. That committee meets







with the agent and manager once a year to revise the market
prices. Seasonal Mumd--bum\okup
prices in line with other market prices,

Each seller ms a physical wamination once & year and posts

the docter'e certificate on the wall back of her table,

In addition to supplementing the family income of the sellers
Lhe market also promotes better relations and understanding
between the rural and eity folk. It also provides econtact
with people thet have different interests and is stimmlating

and broscening %o the sellers,

Total 3Sales
Yumber Sellers

Vo, New Sellers

O R

'
L
'
'
'
'

The sellers greeted their customers with an open house
celebration in April, serving punch and cookies, The open
house wvas held before Easter and each seller made fancy cookies
for refreshments that she would have at the Easter sale.

County-CAty Rest Foomi
For twenty-five years the home demonstration clubs of Rockingham

County have sponsored a County-City Rest Room, located in the




basement of the Court H in Harrisonburg. The County Rest Room
Committee takes care of the planning in comnection with the project,
Each home demonstration club has a FHest Room Chairman who serves on

the committes. The County Rest “com officers are slected by the

County Home Demonstration Cosmittee and serve two years with expiration
terms staggered,

The County Board of Supervisors provides the space which includes powder
room with tellet facilities, a comfortable living room, bedroom and
fully equipped kitchen. Many working girls go there to eat their lunch
each day, as well as shoppers. It alse serves as a convenient meeting
place,

A fMull time hostess is employed, and the City Ceuncil of Harrisonburg
appropriates money to pay her salary.

All other maintenance is by the home demonstration clubs. Each club
paye at least ten dollars dues a ywar and they consider the Rest Room
thedr first responsibility comsmunity-wise.

Two years ago signs were put up at three main entrances to town stating
there is a County-City Rest Room in the Gourt House, sponsored by the
Roekingham County Home D: stration Clubs, Like signs were put up at
two other sntrances in 1955.

Eeskinahan “ouaty Falri

The Rockingham County Falr was held for the sixth consecutive year.

The homemakers department contirmes to be one of the largest depart-

ments. Mush interest has been stimulated throughout the county by




fair chairmen in each of the home demonstration clubs, In 1955

there was a total of 107 ehibitors with a total of S84

exhibits in the h king department

Frs. D. R. Thacker, a home demonstration club member was chairman of
the adult section and Mrs. Sheldon Showalter, alse a home demonstration
club member, served as co-chairman in charge of the junior homemakers

section,

The County Home Demonstration Committee had two food booths at the fair,
That has been their source of income for several years. All clibde
co-operate with a steering committee appointed by the County Cosmittee
President, Fifty percent of the prefit is given to the Rockingham
County Pair Asseclation, and the Committee keeps the other fifty per-
cent. Total prefit for 1955 was $1,083.4] with $541.70 for the home
demonstration treasury,

laddes Awlliary Reckinchan Memorial fesoltals

The home demonstration clubs have always helped support the Recking-
ham Memorial Hospital. 1955 was the fourth year that the Ladies Aux-
1iliary of the Rockingham Memorial Hospital held a bassar., Civic organi-
sations sponsor booths which have products to sell. The proceeds made
20 to the suxdliary to make improvements in the hospital. The lome
Demongtration Committee sponsored a pastry boeth. All clubs sent in
pastry and ene cludb member served as chairman and made all arrange-

ments for the project. The Home Demonstration Booth had the second

17
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highest sales of any one booth which was $118.00.
wving.
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Connty Health Pre rsni

The Homa Demonstration Club members are very mich interested in

improving tioe health of all people in the county. Several elubs
work dth the Health Departmert and Welfare in assisting children
and families., The clubs also participate in local health drives

such as cancer, T. 5., and polie.

mmotowmunnvmmmw-c.-
mittee voted that all clubs would so-operate in sponsoring the
Mothers' March on Polio in the county. In 1955 they ccllected
$3.763,58 on the one night that they made calls to homes that
had their porch lights buming. By werking with the local Polie
Chapter the rural people have become better educated about the
lym—otm.mumﬂmmumm
able to take,
Iederatdon Astivitiest
a. [Pedepation Ooali
(1) Paslly Life:

The County Pederation Geal for 1955 was "Family Life".

Bach glub had a Federation Goal leader in addition te

the County Uoal Chaiman. The objectives and goals as

sot by the county cormittes were:

1. Milow ten mimutes at each monthly meeting for

Federation Geal.
2, Strive to have more and better home 1ife bt




istablishing ard surengthening individual

and family worship habits.

Seeking help through guidance agencies on
selected family problems, interests and needs.
Gaining some understanding of how much re-
sponsibility children should take at various

age levels and vays and means of developing

a sense of responsibility.

Planning desirable family recreation in the
home and comsmnity,

1. Sharing interests in family hobbles
2, Bullding s record and reading library
3. Holding fanily sings

he Planning family wacations

Listrict Pederation)

One hundred forty Rockingham Ceunty Home Demonstration Club
members attended the District VII Home Demonstration Pedera~
tion Meeting in Staunten.

dtave federationi

Iwenty-threg women attended the Virginia Pederation of Home
Demonstration Clubs and Institute of Rarel Affaire at V.P.IL.

The workshop held on Federation Goals wase most helpful and
mmtdtwummuw“ﬂuﬂu‘

what could be done in the ceunty. The women hope a similar




program will be planned for the 1956 state weeting,

VI. Dum and Heme Develemment:
A.  Nethed Used in Selesting Pasilyi

The County Home and Agricultural Agemt and the County Home Demon~
stration Camitiee President met with the Ceunty Agricultural
Board and discussed the Parm and Home Development Program.

The agents asked that the group suggest families that would be
good prospects for Parm and Home Development families, About
eight families were suggested by the Board. The agents discuse-

ed these families and tried to get basie information on attitude,

whether or not the fumily would be likely teo co-operate in such

a program, ete, Key people in the county were contacted and the
agents discussed confidentially the suitability of families te
the program. The County Agents came together to discuss what both
had found cut and from that narrowed the families down to twe.
The two famdilies lived in the same community and a jJodnt meeting
was arranged at one of the homes to explain the program and ask
them to be a Parm and Home Development Family,

Asqualntiog Lecal Leaderal

The District and County Home Agents explained the program te
the County Home Demonstration Committee at their anmal business
meeting. News articles by the State Extension Director were

published in the local newspaper,




Qutetanding Prosressi

The Wilmer Diehl Fazndly of Port Republic has been a very
interesting family to work with, After the agent had

been working with the family about one month the Parm and
Home Unit Specialist visited the hememaker with the agent,
The Specialist offered some helpful suggestions to the home-
maker during the visit to the home and gave good assistance
to the agent in tentative plans and wvays to approach the
homemsker on different problems the homemaker feels they
have,

The agent has been working with the family four months and

feels the family has reacted most favorably toward the pro-

gram, Both the homemaker and her husband seem pleased and
appreciative of plans suggested. They have accepted some
of the suggested plans and begun %o work toward definite

goals. Although it may be a year or two before they will
reap great results the family has certainly responded in

an cutstanding way ‘o assistance offered,

VII. il GLUB NORK
A. Prelest Womk:
1. [Eced apd Mutritioni
s, ¥ew) Planninc, Preparstien aod Jervice'
(1) gblestives:
The objectives of the food preparation prejest

in the 4-H program is to help the A-H girl plan,




prepare and serve more mutritious and at-
tractive me_ls for their families,

Keuhoda!

One hundred, forty-eight girls were enrolled in
the "Meal Preparation® and "Bread Making® projects,
with J18 completions. 10,062 dishes were pre-
pared and 1,737 meals served., Each leader was
given a suggested plan to follow for each elub
project meeting. A county-wide leader training
mevting was conduetdd by the home agents with an
attendance of thirteen, representing gix school
and community clubs.

Hesulte:

Pollowing the training meeting the adult local
leaders conducted gix osmmnity preoject meetings

during the susmer, with an attendance of Lifty-
ihres, and the home agents Lo with an attend-

ance of Ywalve.
Sara Behrens, of the Breadway Club 'ms a blue

ribbon winner in the State "Bread Making Contest”.
Dorothy Spitser of the Tenth Legion Club was alse
a blue ribbon winner at the State contest in
"Poultry Consumption”,

Elght ;irls participated in the County Contests,
October 1955. The food preparation, poultry
consumption, bread, and dairy foods section had




contestants. The Sread Making ard Poultry Com-
sumption wimners participated in the Area Contests
in November 1955. These two contestants will par-
ticipate in the District Contests. Three contest-
ants in the under 14 group alse participated in the
Area Contests, winning blue ribbons.
mvnup.am-duwnmmuu.
b Iood Pressrvationi
Qelectivesi
The objective of the food preservation projests is
to teach girls the proper method of preserving
foods 8o that & variety of foods may be included in
the daily diet to furnish preper mutrition the year
round.
Lethedat
aeventeen #irls enrolled in the food preservation
projects, {iftesn completed, with 64] quarts canned
and 280 quarts frosen.

Miss Connie Vewman, Home Eeonomist for the lecal

Virginia and Kectrie Power Company conducted an
all-day food preservation school for county b-H
Arls enrolldd in these projects. [iftesy

girls and Liye leaders attended. Proper methods




of both canning and freesing were demonstrated.
The girls, working in pairs, both canned and
frose. The girls showed much interest in this
meeting ad expressed a desire to have a similar
meeting in 1956, on Meal Preparatioen,

Desultar

Yvonne Hinton, of the lLinville-Edem Club was
State canning winner in 1955. Her State mard
was an all expense trip to the National Clud
Congress in Chicage.

Wanda Turner of the Tenth Legion Club, gave a
demonstration on freesing beans at the County
Contests, and also participated in the Area
Contests.

There were many nice exhibits at the County Fair,
zdethingl
Qolegdyes
The cbjective of the clothing projects for ik-H zirls
is %o teach each girl the importance of & well plan-

ned wardrobe, keeping in mind her needs and rescurces,
to teach the importance of the selection of suitable
patterns ard materials, ard better techniques and

methods of construction, in order that each girl can
have suitable and beoewing clothes for a minimm of

cost.




The three clothing prejects that zirls were errolled

in for 1955 were: "Looking Your Best”, "So You'd Like

to Sew", and "Make or Remake". One lundred, twenty-ens
[Arls vere enrolled in "Looking Your Best", with 113

completions. One jupdred, {ourtesy cirls enrolled in
"So You'd Like te Sew", with 103 completions. Jeventy-
2@ girls enrolled in "Make or Remake" with sixiy com-
pletions.

The adult local and junior leaders were trained at

a clothing construction training meeting held in

1955, by the home agent. Ihirtesn leaders attended,
representing gix commmnity and scheol clubs.

Hemuliar

The local leaders in turn, conducted thirteeg com-
munity project meetings throughout the summer, with

an attendance of 132. The assistart home agent con~
ducted {ive such meetings with an attendance of thirty-
eizhk. The girls showed much interest in their cloth-
ing projects this year, and many well constructed garments
were made, One girl tallored a topper, and entered

it in the sounty contest in 1955, winning first prise;
she also was first prise winner at the area contests.




There was keen competition in the county contests
for both over and under fourtesn in the 5tyle Dress
Revue and Clothing Achievement. The Style Dress Rewvue

wirner participated in the area contests, November,

1955, winning a blue ribbon, thus enabling her teo
participate in the distriet contests,

In 1955, for the first time, those girls enrolled in
the "So You'd Like to Sew" project were eligible ve
participate in the contests. There was much interest
among these younger girls, and it is hoped that by
them participating in 1955, they will have a better
understanding of what the county contests are and
that more of them will participate in 1956

Both the "So You'd Like to Sew" and "Looking Your
Best” projects worked out very satisfacterily with
the school clubs. The latter project has been a great
help to these girls, in teaching them to take more

pride in thelir appearance,

The Junior Homemskers' Department at the local county
fair was well represented with many articles and gar-
ments that the A-Hl girls had made in 1955, The

construction and the appearance of the garments was

mich improved over last year's entries.




Hougekeendngi
Oblective:
The objective of the "House Keeping" preject is te

teach the A-Hl girls the most efficient ways to do
the everyday tasks of house keeping, by teaching
them the short and easy ways of doing these tasks,
evaluating them to save time and energy.

dethodal

dgven #irls wers enrolled with fiyg completions.
Supervision in this preject was mostly given by

the adult locsl lsaders at regular club meetings.
Since there were so few girls enrolled in this
project, and due to the fact that there weren't
enough girls enrolled in the project from any ene
club, no commnity project meetings were held. Each
adu)t leader was provided with a mamual and the home
agents provided all information that was available
to these leaders, and gave assistance when needed.
Hesulte!

It was felt by the leaders and home agents that this
project was not as suceessful as it might have been.
he zirls were not too interested, and therefore
did not do a thorough job of completing their pre-
jects, It is hoped that in 1956 more girls will
become interested in this very worthwhile project,




h.  Becn Inprovement)
Dlectives
"he objective of the Room Improvement project is
to teach the 4-H girls the art principles in howe
furnishings, and how they may be applied in the
improvements that they can make in their rooms with
a minisum of cest.
Hethods)
The three projects girls were enrolied in were:
"Your Soom Pep It Up®, "Your Pamishings®, and
"Make It Livable."

In 1955 thirty-thres girls were enrolled in these

projects, completing twenty-ning, with 278 articles
made, and twenty-{ive rooms improved,
One school club carried this as thedr projest with a

93% completion, with the home asent glving the in-
siruction. The adult local leaders gave the in-
struction wo the other zirls who were enrolled.
The adult leaders in one club conducted a pro-
Ject meeting with an attendance of gix.

Lemulia

More interest was showm in the room improvement
projects in 1955 and the quality of work was much
improved over last year,




5« HoalShe

s (blectiyes
The objective of the health project is teo
teach the girls the importance of their own health,
their family, and community health, and to help
them aoquire an understanding of the things they
can do in order to achieve these,
lLethodss
One very small school club carried this preject
with an enrollment of geven and 100% eompletions.
This club did not mve an adult leader, therefore
the home aent met with the group every month,
Thelr project meetings usually were discussions,
Lesulte:
The results may have been more than what the home

agent had anticipated. This ‘roup was a very oco-

operative one and very anxious to learn, flowever,
they were handicapped in the fact that they liva
90 far back in the country and did not have the

advantages that many other i-H members have,
aletyy
*  Ghlsstives
The objective of the "Safety” project is to help
the kel girl become more sware of the impertance
of safety and the need for removing hasards arcund

the home and farm.




Hethedal

linetesn girls were enrolled in the "Safety”
project in 1955, vith tuglye completions. One
ocomsmunity club, that has done outetanding work
in the safet) preject sponsored a county-wide
Safety Contest. However, the majority of the
clubs took little interest in this; therefore

the eontest was not a success,

Lesulter
County-wide, this project has not besn a popular

onej therefore enrollments and completions have
been very low: It is hoped that another year
there will be more interest in the "Safety” pro-
Joct, and there will be & large mmber or en-

rollments,

7. Eamdly Neshing and Irendngi

Qiective:

That the girls will learn more efficient use
of time and energy in doing the family washing
and ironing,

Hethed:

Fiftyeong sirls were enrolled vith forty-foup
completions. The agents and adult local leaders
gave training at the club meetings as several
community clubs took this pmoject,

n




c. Hesulta:
Two girls demonstrated ironing a man's shirt at
thedr regular club meeting.
. Qther Achivities)
1. Conkestas
s Ohisstivess

To stimulate activities and promote more interest in
work by giving an opportunity for comparison and im-
provemert as well as for new ideas.
Methed:
The kil contests are always an impertant part of the
il program. Rockingham County had gizht sirls par-
ticipating in the Area Contests held November 1955.
Selections represented were, bread making, freesing,
poultry consumption, meal preparation, clothing achieve-
ment, and style dress revus. JFour of these contestante
were area wimners and will participate in the district
contests.
Thirty-seven 4= cirls participated in the Ceunty
Contests held October 1955. There were more contest-
ants in the clothing section than any other) hewever,
interest was shown in all other sections. MNere than
£ bH Club mewbers, mothers and leaders attended
the contests to observe. This gave both an opper-

tunity to see how the contests are conducted.




2. il AShdeveny ot Day:

Oblectivess

To give recognition to different clubs, their mem-
bers wd leaders, for the work done and honors re-
ceived, ard to impress upon the commndty what LN
is and wat it has acoomplished,

Lethod:

Committees, working with the County Agricultural
and Home Demonstration Agents made plans for tix A-H
Achievement Banquet, which climmxeu fatienal A~ Club
wesk, Over 250 of the Aeil Club menbers, leaders and
parents attended,

Lesulis:

The retiring president, Charles Acker, installed the
newly slected of ficers, in a very impressive service,

The guest speaker was Mr, Jack Good, a former i-H

Club member from Rosnoke County, who is now a minister-
ial student at Bwory and Henry College. His toplc for
the evening was "Doors That No Man Can Close", a

most challenging and inspiretional talk.

The home agent presented awards to club members

and recognised local leaders,
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3. kiilsm’
s. Ohblective:
To stimmlate interest in club activities, give oppor-
tanity for special training in subject matter, emphasise
co-operation, train in recteation, and give the boys
and girls a glimpse of the things in rural life difficult

to obtain tiwough regular k=i Club work,

Besuliel

Iwenty-gix cirls, one adult leader and one junior huader
attended District VII Camp at Powslls Fort Valley, Wood-
stock, Virginia, in August 1955, Rockingham County boys

ad 4irls camped with Loudoun and Rappaharnock Counties.
The campers enjoyed classes in swimming, song leadership,
recreation, handicraft and Indian lore.

b 4eil Stake Sbort Courpe:
Mine zirls, one sdult local leader, Mrs, Dan Brubsker, and
the assistant howe agenl, attended the State Short Course
at V.P.I. in June 1955. 'hree girls from Rockingham County
participated ir the 3tate Contests.
YTvorme Hinton was taken inte the All-Star Chapter and wvas
also state winner in camning.
Corrine 'en;er was state winner in Girls' Records.
National lefl Llub oupdays
Beven b “lubs observed l'aticnal i-H Sunday during the




month of May, “overal groups had & special service, others
assisted with the regular Sunday morming services, - several
alubs having special of ferings gave the offering to the
Relizious ddncation ™ind “or Public Schools,

1. B. Dancle Jalsal

The Rockin ham County 4~ Clubs again sponsored Lhe Tuber-
culosis Banle Day Sale, with a total of $723.73. Fifty-thres
girls and buyrs participated in the sale.

This is “he &~H Clubs’' major health project and the John W,
Taliaferro Jewelry 3tore gave a silver cup to the elub with
the highest sales. The Timber Ridge Club's total sales were

$40.47, The Tenth Legion Club was rumner-up with $99.83.
and the Linville-fdom Club was third with a total of $85,55.
Komals Jegt Jub contesti

The Harrioonturg Kiwanis Club shows their interest in A=

Club vork by sponsoring ‘he Best Club Contest cach year,
Sach clud sends Lo the County Ixtension Agents a writtem
report or record of their club sctivities during the year,
Records are judged on participation in commnity activities,
attendance at meetings, project completions and other points,
The Timber Ridge Club wem the first sward, a $50.00 Savirgs

Bond. Other clubs receiving rds were: d, Dayton
$25.00 Savings Bond, third, Port Republic, $15.00 cash -
fourth Tenth Legion §7.50, tled for fifth , Oriders and

Linv' Lle~Edom, $7.50 cash sach.

3%




Ihe seciciachan voun.y [alri

Qlegtivgt

To co=operate with other county organisations to make
a county failr possible,

Hethedss

b= Club Council will sponser a food booth at the falr
for a money making preject. Adult local leaders and

the Extension Agents encouraged members to take ex-

hibits to the fair,

Lesulle:
Forty-seven A girls entered 95 exhibits at the County

Falr. Behibits were of a bethber quality this year than
in previous years,

e County 4= Couneil again had a food booth at the
falr. This helps both organisations as the Pair Assoe-
iation receives nalf the prefit received from the booth,
A tota) profit of §503,28 was receiwid, Several leaders
were in chargs of the huying. e Home Agent made a
schedule, asking certain leaders to be in charge of the
booth certain hourw, These leaders brought in the number
of members fror her respective club, that was needed to
helpe

Money made at the fulr will be used to buy club members'
and leaders’' pins, alse for training meetings and other

"

S il exp




County Recreation Programi
Cblectives;
To help kel girls and boys develop a recreation
program that will not only be interesting on a county-
wide basis but one that will meet the needs and inter-
ests of the indiviaal cluds,
Methoda:
Committees planned a county-wide recreation program,
and a group of older i~H members, along with a recreation
leader conducted the program,
Lesultey
More than 200 A~H girls and boys attended the county-

wide recreation program, conducted by Dr. Kirkpatrieck,
Professor of Sociology at Marietta College, Ohio. Three
community clubs had demonstration sets at the square

dance. The purpose of these sets was to teach the others
new members present, thess new steps. The evening was
very enjoyable and all members felt they had gained much
that they could take back to their clubs.
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10. Natignal kel Club Comp:

Qblectives;

To help members prepare for more responsible citisenship
and service in their commnities, through learning more
about how the Pederal Government functions by firste
hand observation, group discussion, and hearing preminent
men and women speak, gaining a wider cutlook from travel
and axchanging ideas and experiences with young peeple
of other states and other lands; and acquiring a better
understanding of how the United States Department of Agri-
culture operates,

Methedai

A il member, in order to receive this honor, must have
been an outstanding i~H member, in leadership, citisen-
ship, and in many other phases of A~ club work,
Besulte

Beverly Wampler, of the Dayton AeH Club had the honor of
attending the National 4~H Club Camp in 1955. Beverly
was one of the twe girls chosen from the state of
Virginia to represent their state at this camp, She
has been recognised throughout the state as an outstand-
ing 4~H Club member, in leadership. She has been State
Winner in room improvement and home improvement, and has
attended National A~H Club Congress in 1953,

W0




This 18 the highest honor that can be bestowed upen any AW-H

Club member. The spirit of the camp and experience encountered
there are memorable ones to Beverly. She learned much about

the Pederal Government as to how it 1s set up and how it functions,

as woll as learning how kel Club work is carvied on in other states.

Natdooal) A-fl COub Congrosei

Two Rockingham County b-H girls had the honor of attending
Natdonal Club Uongress in Undeago, in 1955

The following clipping frem the Daily News Hecord gives general
data about girls.

However a spocial note mmust be added to say that Tvorne was

also & Nationa) winner in camning and received a §300.00 Cellege

Scholarship., She also received special recognition by being

toastoistrens at the Kerr Sreakfast, honoring all state canning

wirmers,
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Two Rockingham 4-H Girls To
Leave Today For Chicago Meet
;‘—-.< 5 | ;‘ FHP g N "

MIS® CORRINE WENGER

Miss Corrine Wenger, of
Republic and Miss Yvonne
of Linville Edom leave today

where they will
thirtydourth  Nwtiona|
Congress. Both girls have
standing club work sad
twenty-five other youths
state will represent the
Club members of Virginia
Congress. The

The Conrad Hilton Hotel will be
Congress Headquarters and that is
where (he Virginia delegation will
stay

1 consist of edu- for nine years.
. léClures, banquets thirtythree

and parties, ceived 158 aw:

Miss Wenger, 19, daughter of WAyS been her major project
Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Wenger, Te- other projects incladed clothing
ceives her all expense pald (rip ' room-improvement, meal
as the award winner in Girls' Rec- and laundry.
ords, sponsored by Montgomery | Miss Hinton is
Ward, Chicago |

Miss Wenger has been in olub!for
Work six years. She has served as sec
secretary of the Rockingham Coun- | Councll
ty 4-H Council, secretary, reporter | and
and recreation leader of the Port been active
Republic Club, chairman of activi- | school affairs and bas ser
tles committee, scrap book com- many commitiees.
mittee Iso served om| Miss Wenger and
many County Council Committees |will return from
She has assisted other chub mem- Saturday,

v
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VIII. Young Men and Young temen's Worki
Young Men and Vemen's Work first began in Rockingham Ceunty in
1950 with two organised groups in the county. Since 1951 there
has been one county-wide group. The objective of that phase of
the Extension Pwogram has been %o reach the young people between
the ages of 12 - 30, and help them develop leadership, have social
and recreational activiti s that they enjoy, as well as promoting
educational and commnity service projects.

During 1955 the group was umusually small and their programe wers
primarily recreational. The president appointed a progrem committee
which met early in the year and plammed the following program:
December Christmas party
Jamary usiness meeting
Speaker: Brethren Service Agricultural Vorker
in Greece gave illustrated lecture on his ex-
periences.
Valentine Bex Supper and square dance

Jsiness meeting and square dance

Eoller skating party

Square dance
Pienie
Swisming party and pienie
Swimming party and pienie
Card party at home of adult advisor
Square danoce
Annual bangquet -~ Speaker IFYE To Finland
Special musie
W2




The Older Youth Specialist had a conference with several of the
members trying to interest the group in holding some discussion
programs., That type of program did not seem to appeal to the group,
The several that were very much in favor of discussions were in
college, and could not attend meetings regularly encugh to be
responsible for planning the program.

The group was proud of the $40.00 Leadership Seholarship Award
they received from the Virginia Federation of Home Demonstratien
Clubs.

Five girls and one boy attended the Leadership Training Camp at
Camp Parrar, Virginia Seach, Virginia. The Howe Agent aceompanied
the group, Miss Bornie Lee Wampler was alected state secretary.

The lockingham County TMN had several handicaps in 1955 that kept
them from making the desired progress. First, the group does not
have a regular monthly meeting place. Bven though the secretary
sends cards to members amnouncing the meeting the agent feels it

would be more satisfactory if they could have a permanent meeting
place. Another handicap im 1955 was changing presidents in the
middle of the year. The first president,becanse of college respon-
sibilities resigned,

The group is fortunate to have Mr, and Mre, Raymond landis for

adult advisors.




The club presidents and pregram development ) eaders made up the
County Home Demongtration Committee which served as the planning

commd ttee to outline the year's program. The county officers
serve as an axecutive board to pilot the activities of the some
mittes.

In 1955 the County Home Demonstration Committee had a food
booth at the County Pair for the fifth consecutive year. A
steering committee was appointed by the president to outline
plans for operating the booth and buy food., A1l dlubs co-operated
by working in the booth during falr wesk. That was the County

Committes's only money making project, Fifty percent of the




profit goes to the County Fair Asseciation. The Home Demon-
stration Committee's half was $541.70,.

The comxittee had $300,00 in saving bonds to mature in 1955.
ihen the bonds vere bought twelve years age the plan was to
start a fund that would be used to equip a county kitchem in
the county building for which plans were being discussed. To
date, the building has not been put up and the $300.00 plus
$200,00 more taken from the treasury, was put out on interest
at the Harrisonburg Loan and Thrift,

The County Committee voted in September 1995, to use $50.00

for awards for girls A-H work in the county in 1956, A con-
mittee will set up standards for Judglig, il Wie aaln use will
be to pay expenses to the Short Course of State Contest parti-
cipants or county delegates. No provision had been made for
these people before,

County Doard of Agricultures

The County Agricultural Board co-ocperated with the County
Home Demonstration Committee in sponsering cossmnity meetings
throughoat the seunty o~ lega’ matters. Fourteem different
meetings were held with legal or inemrance suthorities con-

ducting the meetings.

Sounty A-fl Councils
The County A-H Council is composed of the officers of all county
i~H Clubs and representatives of the All-Star Organisation.




The adult leaders and Extersign Agents serve as the advisory
board to the Council. The Council held two meetings during

the year. A county-wide recreation meeting followed the spring
meeting with over two hundred attending. Miss Carolyn Caricefe,
And Miss Deverly Wampler, both All-Stars, conducted the recrea-

tion program.

The Anmu.) Achievement Banquet was held during National Achievo-
ment Week which is sponsored by the Council,

The County Council operated a food booth at the County Fair for
the fifth consecutive year, That was the only money making
project the Council hai during the year. $1,006,56 was the
total profit made from sales at the booth, The Fair Association
receives fifty percent, so $503.28 was the Council's share for
its treasury.

Sounty All-Starai

The County All-Star Chapter helped to plan and sponsor
county-wide events for the A-H Clubs.

The All-Stars Main project in 1955 was working with the iW-H
adult lenders and helping them reorganige an associstion.

The ilg Chief appointed a committes to work with several
leaders. ™e committee planned a mesting with the leaders

to find out if they wished to ls' ® & leaders' organisation.

The group organised and decided wo have quarterly meetings.




The All-Stars held their anmual banquet with thirty-foup

in attendance. They also had a plonie in addition to thelr
anmal business meeting. Twe girls and three boys attended
District All-Star Key Awvard Banquet,

Adult L-H Leaders' issociation,

Due to the influence of the All-Star Chapter the Adult

i~ Leaders' Association was re-organised after a lapse
of inactivity for several years,

This organigation will endeaver to help the leaders to

botter understand their responsibility as a leader, give
the leadere an omoortunity to emchange ideas, and also
zive the Extension Agents a definite time that they can
explain and discuss county-wide i4~H functions and prob-
lems with leaders in a bedy.

Dupitan Clubsi

The RMuritan Clubs co-operated with the County Home Dem-
onstration Committes ard County Agricultural Board in
sponsoring commmity meetings throughout the county om
legal matters and insurance.

Bach Raritan Club in the county made an sward to the
outstanding k-H boy and girl in thedr community. The
avard wvas a A jacket and the Agricultural Committee in
the club worked with Extension Agents in getting rules for
the contest to the clubs. Only senior clubs were eligible
to participate.




Ebenls Sl

The Harrisonburg Kiwanis Club spensored the i-H Best
Club Contest in 1955. The clubs send in a report of their
club's activities and records are judged on participation

in commnity activities, attendance at meetings, project

completion, attitade and co-operation of members, ctc.
First mise was a $50,00 U, 8, Saving Sond and second
$25.,00 bonde

Qriaslsational'

During 1955 there were 138 organisational leaders in the
Ywenty-oipe home demonstration clubs. These leaders did
a good plece of work in plamning and conducting local meet-
ings. They co-operated well with the Ceunty Home Demon-
stration Committee in helping to sponsor county-wide
projects and events. Much of the sucoess of the adult
prozram hinged on the good co-operation of the club presi-
dents and their promptness in getting information to the
azent,

Erecxan Development)

There were twenty-nine program development leaders, one
in each of the home demoretration clubs in 1955. These




leaders did a good job of presenting outlook material

to the elub, led club discussions on program content ard made
suggestions at the Planning Meeting for needs of next year's
progran, They sonducted & very helpful survey among club
membere on rrogran contert, These leaders were also responsi-
ble for seeing that members inew about special interest
activities,

Sublect Matter:

The subject matter leaders made a sreat contribution

to the home demonstration program in 1955. There ware

244 women that served as project leaders. These leaders
were trained to give demonstrations by the Extension
Speciulists and agents and in turn, gave 94 demonstre

tions and conducted i34 discussion or talks in their

elubse
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Mre, H, M. Shaver of M, Craxford has been an outstanding
organisational leader in the Rockingham Home Demonstration
Progran for many years. She has been a home demonstration
club member for twenty years and president of her local club
for sixteen years.

For the past two years lrs, Shaver served as County Home Deman-
stration Committee President. She did a splendid job as head

of the cormittee and gave much ef her time toward the expansion

of the Extension Program in Rockingham County., She was never
too busy to do something for Extension when called upon. She
relieved the home agent in many ways, particularly by super-
vising work of committees, When the "ome agert was on sick

leave for taree months Mrs. Shaver wert right ahead with the
adult program, kept in touch with the clubs ard took care of
nany details that otherwise would have been reglected., The
wonderful part was that she didn't have to be asked but used
her ow initiative.

Mre, Shaver works well with other people. She doesn't try to
do all the work herself but is an enthusiastic worker ad it
mst be contagious - ‘or those working with her seem to radiate




the same entimsiasm. She makes others feel they would like

to do semething, "not have to",

Mrs. Saver was also secretary of the County-Chty Rest “oom
Conmittee for one year. 5She is County Civil Defense Chalirman
for 1956,

Sesides home demonstration work Mrs. Shaver hes time for many
other activities. Her 'mshond is one of our county apple growers,
they have a grown son who is a State Highay Engineer and a
daughter that teaches school. Soth children are married., Mrs.
Shaver teaches music and is a faithful chureh worker,

Activities ad accomplisiments of an outetanding famdily:
One of Extension's best friends in Rockingham County is the

Glenn Wine family at Briery Branch, Mre, Wine has been a

home demonstration club member since the beginning of the work
in the county, and has been a result demonstrator in housing
almost as long.

They began their firet howe improvement in the kitchen, “which
was in & very small wy”, Mre. ¥ine saye. “he re-arranged the ki

equipment for wore converience and bought a kitchen cabinet,

After some years they remodeled the kitchen, masking it modern

and converted a side porch inte a wtility roem, Mrs. Yine
considers the laundry and utility room the sreatest improve-
menti they made, Before that she walked down a hill to the
wash house ard up another hill to carry water to heat in the

iron kettld.




T™e County Extension Agents have been a great influence in
helping the Wines plan for the improvemerts. The Extensioen

specialists have aiso iven mch sssistance,

g A

Several years after the « itchen was finished M’mm

ing on plans for improving the 1iving reom and adding a bath-
room. Then came house fumishings.

The Wines have spent much of their time spreading teachings
of Extensien in the commmunity. For a good many years the
inmediate vieinity did net have a home demonstration club,
For a couple years Mre. Vine and her daughter met with a
group of homemakers teaching them what they had learned at
the home demonstration club, For some reasen the pesple
didn't vant %o Join a club, They were some of the people
that lived up next to the mountain and they didn't receive
outsiders too cordially. After severel years they consented
to Mre. Wine inviting the home agent to talk to them and ex-
plain the Dxtension Program, In the meantime a A~H Club had
been organised in the scosmmndity, Mr, and Mrs, Wine and their
danghter are adult ]l eaders in that,

After the home agent me® wth the group they decided they
would like tc organise a home demonstration olud and they have
had an active club for two and & half years.

The County Agent and Extension Specialist have also assisted

three daushters and their sen with plans for remodeling.




In 1951 the adult program had refindshing furniture as &
special interest activity, One of the daughters, V.4, Jlenms
Cupp. brousht an old wash stand to the meeting to refinish,
That was her first experience with refinighing furmiture and
now she has her own antique shep in her home and refinishes
all the Nurniture she buys at sales.

Mra. Cupp Lis a result 4em strator in house furndshings and
has thres bvoys ad one irl that are entimsiastic A-H Club
ambers.

There are any wore aceomplishments one could tell adout this
outstanding family. The entire family is commmnity minded,

& closely !mit family and unselfish toward interests of others,

futetanding olubi
The Mt, Crawford Home Demonstration Club is probably most

outstanding of all home demonstration clubs for its co-eperative-

ness between club members. ¥No one person s burdened with
keeping the program interesting., Officers and leaders have
all functioned well.

Besides having a well conducted meeting, thay take pride in
thelr community and most of all in the entire family greup.
Thay have at lsast three special events during the year vhen
they Lnvite the entire family. One 1s fandly night during
"Panlly Week", another is the swmer pionic and the big cele~
bration of the year is thelr Christsas getetogether. The




Jhristmas party had always been held in one of the member's
home, but in 1955 they plan to have it in a church soeial N1l
becwuse tney have outgrown the sise of thedr homes.

Communi ty-wise they've done many things to their credit, For
the past two years the club has given §100,00 to the Mothers'
Mareh on Polle, along with generous contributions te Cancer,
Religious Sducation, Red Cross and T. D. Assoclation. They
have helped sponsor improverents for the local school, such as
buying dishes for the cafeteria, installing two sinks and an

electric stove in the uuh-n,vhhh was done Jointly with the

Rariten Club, and providing books to start a scheol lidrary,

P. Ashievemont of Bxtenglon vorki

In the aind of the home agent, one of the most significant
achievements 1n Extension work in Rockingham Ceunty im the
the past five ysars was the co-operative planning done by the
County lome Damonstration Committes and Jounty Agricultural
Board ‘or sponsoriiz commnity meetinis on legal matters.

The 1955 home demonstration program had two menthly meetings
on legal matters, "Wills and Deeds” ahd "Insurence®- which
included soclal security for famm families, The women wanted
the men o have an opportunity to learn more about family
business ratters tco and suggested night meetings be held in
the differe t comsamitiecs with legal and insurence authorities

present to sonduct tre meetings.




The County Home Agent discussed the request of the wamen with
the County Agricultursl Agent, v inking the meetings would be
more effective 1f we could work tagether in making the plans,
ihe “ounty Agricultural Agent also felt the commnity meetings
would be an excallent way to et informtion to many mere pesple.
He suggested that we discuss it with the County Agrisultural
Soard.

The County Home Demonstration Cormittee President and the
Howe Agent mel «ith the Agrisultural Soard ad explained our
mission, The men on the Board sesmed anxious to receive in
formation on toplcs suzgested. At that meeting 1% vas sug-
gested they irvite the Ruritan Clubs ln the county to work
with thes alse. The \gricultural Agent contacted the District
Raritan Jovernor ani they too, wished to co-operate.

Ine business leader in the community was »dsponsible fer con-
tacting an agricultural board member and Ruritan President in
her commmunity. Since there were twenty-nine clubs and only
fourtesn Mritan Clubs 1t wvas necessary that several home dem-
onstration alube werd together, Those Lhree or four people met
and indenendently made plans for their own commnity meeting,
deciding place, time, type of meeting and what person of
asuthority would be invited to conduct the meeting. The Rxten-
slon Agents were notified of plans for meeting, and they wrote
several news articles of & general nature., Hach committee

handled their own publisity,  Jhirteen "eeting were held

with an attendance of AG7 people.
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The local lawyers, insurance people, and district manager
of Buresn of Oldease and Jurvivors Insurance were most co-

operative in lLelping to sake the meetings successful,

XI1, Azpradas) of Xear's iki
The 1955 Bxtension Prosram in Rockingham County made several con-
tridutions %o rural living that were in a different trend of thomght
from other rears, The hone agent had striven to weka the homemakers
take more Lrterest iu family busiiess matters and the reply was always
"Our musbands do that and we don't want to be bothered”, Mmlly encugh
interest was shown for the women to include wills arnd deeds, and ingurance
in the monthly program. The women not ouly were pleased with what they
learned, but found the sudjects very fascimating and interesting. They
cartainly found out now little they 414 know and many discovered thely
husbands didn't know too much, In the beginning they were told the

object wasn't to give lagal advice, ut to interest them enough to

sesk advice from an authority and the home agent feels that was ao~
complished, Mary hove told the agent that the entire family has a

greater feallny of socurity by koowing nore about the family's business.

Leadership has ulwagys been strong in Reckinghas County tut muy wore

different women have zained confildence in themselves, That can sasily
be observed when the agent compares with other years, the work done by
the womer in preparing for special programs and meetings. Where before
the agent would 4o most of the work, in 1955 conmittess ware able to

20 shead with a minimm of guidancse from the home agent - thms giving
her more time to spend with undeveloped groups and newer phases of the
prudram,
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The Pederation Joal "Family Iife” contributed to better family relations
among more famdlles., Too often every member of the family is busy with
their individual responsidbilities, forgetting to take time for eash
other, and by devoting ten mimies of ench meeting to the Pederation
Goal the women became mere consclous of the walue in the family of deing
things together, Mach more can be sined by further stady, of thelr
Federation Goal which wili be cortived in 1956,

The contact with youth through A-H Clubs inereased in 1955, Several
home demonstration clubs furmished adult leadership for i-H groups
for the first time,

The 4= program has much influence on rural youth and each year more
requests come frem urban girls to jJoin & &~ “lub. ’M-h.—Q

important phase of the Mxtension Progras in Hockinghsm County, and

mmqmunmtw'vudw.uummuwmm
of the youth program.
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