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Charlotte County lies in Southside, Virginia in the water shed
of ¢t Roanoke River., It is bordered by the Counties of Necklenburg
on the south, Lunenburg on the east, Prince Edward on the north and
wrtheast, Appomattox on the north, Halifax on the west and south-
west, and Campbell on t northwest,

Charlotte is around the twenties in size among the other coun~
ties of the state, The land area is 496 wquare miles, This com-
prises 299,520 ascres of land. There are 2,010 farms sveraging 100.9
agres per farm, One hundred seventy thousand, nine acres are oper-
ated by their owners, Seventy-five thousand, six hundred seventy-
seven are ronted. There are 80,688 seres in erop land, and 139,600
agres in woods, There is a farm population of approximately 14,052,
of which are Negroes who operate &70 farms. There are 293 owners,
115 part-owners, and 156 croppers-renters or share-workers. These
operate 17,646 aeres of land.

The topography of the county is gemerally from rolling to hilly.
The northern and western cortions sre mostly nhilly to extremely hil-
ly. The types of soll found are aprling fine sandy loam, cecil,
georgeville silty loam, helena sandy loam, and much of the clays.
With the axeeption of flue tobaceo, the best farm lands are found in
the northern and western part of the county. The type of tobacco
has contributed largely to this (fire-cured) type of soil the acees-
sibility and convenlonce to the lime-grinding plant st Appomattox.
In the past wenty years the 5CS program contributed to the use and
distribution of lime over the entire county. The type of tobaeco
in this area is sore conducive Lo more general and balaneed type of
farming, and in no case has there been a desire or need in withold-
ing any of the practices for soil-building.

The county is composed of general farm orograms with a very
few exceptions. Dalry, livestock and poultry account for a very
fow other types of farming. wide from several of the main highways,
the Southern, Norfolk & Westeram, and Virginia rallroads, along with
wotor trucks, ‘rovide sasy transportation to the several markets,
especially from the middle and through the northern and western
arts of the county.
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URGANIZATIONS

County Agricultural Advisory Board County Agricultural Clubs
County L-H Clube Home Demonstration Clube
County ACS Program Soil Congervation “ervice
County FHA Committee Homemakers of America
County Falr Assoeclation Now Farmers of Aseriea
County L-H Couneil Agronomy Committee

Charlotte Tri-County Farmers' Cooperative

This County Agricultural Advisory Board is the County-wide organi-
sation that is utilised by the extension persommel in its organization,
planning, and condueting the various county-wide aspects of the exten-
sion program. lamning and setting up devices to meet the various
needs and problems on the farms and in the homes have besa the major

phases of activities in its three meetings that have besa held to date,
Imgroving, inereassing, and enlarging sctivities of the program, as well
as lmproving many of the specific rograms and demonstrations that have
already been started,

The mrogress of the Farm and Home Unit family is still too far
from what we should like it to be at this time, Most of the imyrove-
ments have bDeen in the homestead. The farm srogram has been enlar ged
eagh year, BREfficlency and proficiency are lacking due to the expan-
slon., Ixpansion goes too far shead of good sound prastices. For ex-
ample: this year, there were fifty acres of corn grown, and next year
100 asres are pihed., Flue-cured tobacco acreage were also increased
this year. Many of these are rented acres and away from homs, both
corn and lobafo.
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MAJOR PROJECTS

Corn

A, Situation

1.

b

The supply st the begdaning of the year was far below adequate
due to the drought in 1953, Too many farmers had failed to
grow corn in rotation, this adds to lower than possible yields
even with more favorable or normal conditions. Insufficient
and imoroper amount and analysis of fertilisers wore other
factors thst contributed to this shortage,

The cost per unit of oroduction was too high for lack of many
of the improved practices.

Small farm acreage 1s an excuse in some cases while others are
being convinced slowly, but gradually.

There are still teo sany farmers who falled to grow hybrid
carieties, soms due to cost of feed when cash has run low,

oals

Inereased ylelds per scre by 5 bushels on 20 farms.
Assist fa mers in re-organizing their farm prograss,

Inereass the nuaber of lmwroved practices in the produstion of
eorn.

Methods Used

1.. Norked with farmers in re-orgenizing thelr farm programs

Had boys in A~ glubs enrolled in ecore rrojects
tressed growing corn in rotation with grains and legumes

tressed the value of including corn even with pasture in rote-
tion

Stressed the valus of pod seed and assisted in securing it
ot up goals and ilmproved prectices

Sent in soll samples for plant food requiresent and 'ractices
Showed slides on mod ocrestices in corn produstion

Encouraged the exhibiting of products at fairs and exhibite




D. Results

@L. Some farmers re-organiszed iheir programs with a reductioa of
ascreage in some cages, with added improved practices, while
others imoroved their practices on thelir same ascreage, some
inoreased tieir acreage.
Sixty~four boys were enrolled in corn projects; A8 completed.
Ten farmers were assisted in orgsanizing a rotational system.
Five psstures were nlanted to cora,

There was an increase in wus f both hybrid and certified seed.

Farmers, particularly in t slubs, sslected eertaln practices
from a list that was organiszed.

ent in 15 soll samples for snalysis.

Showed slides to several groups on good rractices la corn pro-
duetion.

Farmers axhibited corn at both the 5-County and County Falre.
Tobaocco
A. Situation

1. Tobaceo is the main cash erop of the county among mearly 1008
of Lhe farmers.
K
Amount of fertiliser, sroper analysis by soil tests, and chang-
ing over to more of rocommended varieties are still the
weak points in tobaeeo production.

Tobaceo is grown after tobaceo to too great an extent,

Too much emphasis is out on tobacco by the farmer, at the ex-
pense of other crops.

B, Geoal

1. To increase the ylald and guality of tobacco to an average of
1,100 pounds per acre in the case of 20 farme.
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MAJOR "R JECTS

Tobaceo

Ce Methods Used

1.

2.

Stressed and worked with farmers to grow thelr tobaseo in rota~
tion with grains and grasses,

Determined as nesr as possible the varieties, fertilisation,
when and after the best available solil on the farm hag been sel-
ected., The varieties, asmunt and analysis of fertiliser required
for the particular soils through soil tests for better and proper
results.

Assist farmers in working out a betier distribution of labor, re-
lative to other crops in Ms prograa,

Advocate and assist farmers in installing better ventilation
while suring.

Urged those with a good system of veantilation to help sell the use
of the Oxford Type ventilation,

Kept farmers informed as to latest methods in tobaeco produetion.
Stressed the value of cover grops on tobaseo land,

Conducted gradiig demonstrations on grading tobageo,

Sarolled 21 boys in the tobacco show and sales contest,

Sarolled 71 in tobegoo nrojects.

D. Results

1.

Some farmers moved Lhelir Lobacce frow behind tobageo to better
flaproved prectices, followed grass erope, and some are begimning
4 rotational system,

Twelve farmers had timir solls tested for required amvunts and
analysis of plant foods.

Ia working in tobacco, soms labor weant to fields of other crops
that there amight be a wore unifora share and participetion in
getting things donme.

The Oxford type ventilation was installed on 7 additional barns.
Two farmers with ventilation assisted others in thelr barns.

There were 562 bulleting distributéd, many from the plant bed
to marketing of tobaeco,
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