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Situation

There were twenty Li-H clubs organized with about 450 elut
members in 1957, as mpared to seventeen clubs and L16 members
in 1956, and eight clubs and 275 members in 1955. Seventeen of
yhese clubs meet during school hours, which limits these meetings
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Situation

Two third f Nottoway County is in forest land, most of
which has a below average sale value due to hardwood growth
crowding out desirable species. In 1955 there were 18 sawmill
operators and other dealers timber in the county. Much
jamage is being done due to carelessness in cutting operations

of most of these dealers, There is still quite a bit of idle

land that sho be planted to seedlings. Last year the county
owned treepl 1 2d 721,000 tree seedlings,




II.

DAIRY
A. Situation

Dairyine has grown rapidly over the last ten years, with some
60 Grade A, dairies at present making it the second largest source
of incol in the County. There is additional interest in dairying
but the problem of obtaining a milk base keeps most of these people
out, Some dairymen are going to a year-round forage program, tut
many need a sounder one and to conduct a stricter disease program.
There are only li of these herds testing under the D.H.I.A, Most
of the herds use the services of the Nottoway Artificial Breeding
Association some, but ma: need to Wreed a larger number of cows
in this manner. ! ulk tanks are rapidly being installed in the
county.

8 Objectives and Methods to be Used to Accomplish them.

) per cent of the dairymen to have a year forage

To secure latest information on sorghum and legume
mixtures for seed dealers so these seed can be
stocked,

Hold meeting of dairymen to discuss summer and winter
supplementary pastures,

To work to secure a Veterinarian for Nottoway County.

a. To write a full description of the county needs to any
veterinary prospect,

b. Assist them in finding a house and office.

c. Help him make first contacts in county.

To start publicity toward a County Brucellosis Eradication

by: -

.a. Hawe kcy livestock farmers to hear plan for program.

b, Have key farmers help promote county-wide meeting on
eradication program.

¢, Conduct testing program.

d. Continue calfhood vaccination program every three
months,

To encourage the raising of replacement dairy heifers as
an added income for tobacco farmers with samll allotment,

a., Newspaper and radio
b. Circular letter,




I.

AGRONOMY
A. Situation

The recent soil survey showed that there is much need for better
land use and that there are a larre number of soil types in Nottoway.
Many ten acre fields will have ten to fifteen different soil types.
Many soils are not being seeded to crops most suited. Due to the
shortage of rainfall the past years farmers have become lack in con-
servation practices, Conservation practices need to be stressed.

The average tobacco allotment in 1957was 2,11 acres, with 35k of the
577 flue allotments under 2 acres, and 145 of the 27k fire-cured
allotments under 1 acre.

Nottoway soils based on 200 soil samples show that the average
pH runs from 5.2 to 6,6, with calcium medium, magnesium medium to
hihg, organic matter 1.0, phosphorus medium to high, and Potash
low to medium. Alfalfa soils need more potash, pasture soils need
more phosphorus and potash and tobacco soils are rather high in
phosphate and low in potash,

B« 1958 Objectives and Methods to be used to accomplish them.

1. To get 50% of the farmers to grow more of their yearly forage
needs early in the summer before dry months by -

a., Publicizing the value of red clover as a substitute
for lespedesa, in a three year rotation.

b. Encouraging small grain for winter pasture and early
hay crops.

¢. Continuing to stress alralfa and alfalfa and grass
mixtures,

To get 0% of the dairymen to use summer supplementary pas-
ture by recommending sudan grass and millet, by use of -

a. Radio, newspaper.
be Meetings and personal contact.

To get LOO soil samples taken by Nottoway farmers to de~
termine lime and fertilizer needs by: -

a, Personal contact by Arents and S.C.S. personnel.
b. Circulars.
¢, Radio, newspapers and meetings.

To give tobacco farmers the latest recommended varieties
and production practices through:

a. Circular letters.

B. Newspaper and radio.




COUNTY SITUATION

Nottoway County lies in Southside Virginia with 308 square miles,
Of this area 26,000 acres lies in Camp Pickett. Of this 197,920 acres
59.2% or 117,106 acres is in farmland., There is 72,3% of the county land
in forest and some 50% of the land in farms is forest.

The 1955 census shows only 1089 farms as compared to 1226 in 1950
and 1595 in 1940. The average acreage of farms has increased from 91.6
in 1940 to 107.5 in 1955. There are three towns in the county, creating
a good bit of part time labor, Two thirds of the population is classi-
fied as non-farm and urban. From the 1089 farms about 600 men work off
the farm. Only SOL farms have more than 50 acres and 765 of all farms
have less than 30 acres of crop land,

The farm income from crops nas been the largest in the county until
the 1955 census, when livestock and products sold had a value of
$1,416,995,00 and crops only $1,352,532.00. The median or medium income
was $2,264,00 per farm. The gross income was $3,055,00 as compared to
$3,538.00, the average for the state,

The average rainfall is 45 inches, with a growing season of about
200 days. The soils are mostly clay and samdy loams, making it adapted
to general farming. The majority of farms in Nottoway are family sise
operations on which there are two or more sources of income. The principle
types of farming are: flue-cured tobacco, fire-cured tobacco, dairying,
beef cattle, poultry and general farming. The closing of Camp Pickett,
which is located at Hlackstone, has made more farm labor available, but
the price of labor is too high for most farmers. Many farmers have in-
vested too heavily in expensive farm machinery to overcome the labor prob-
lem. As a result, some are selling out while others are leaving undone
many good management practices they normally do.

The 1955 census shows that there is LS plus per cent of the county
population that is colored and they own about Ll per cent of the farms.
There is no colored farm agent but there is a colored home agent.

About 98% of the farms have electricity, 90% have refrigeration,

63% have washing machines, 327% have electric ranges and 23% have water
systems., There are some 300 farms now with telephones.

COUNTY ACGRICULTURAL PLANNING ORGANIZATION

The Nottoway County Agricultural Planning Oroup at the present time
is composed of five agricultural committees. They are: Agronomy, Dairy,
Poultry, Forestry and Publicity. The agricultural phases of this plan
of work are based on a study and plannineg of these committees. These
committees studied and reviewed the County Situation showing the progress
and problems of the county., Each committee set up long term or five year
objectives, and from that group composed the 1959 objectives,
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