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Kentucky state map showing Letcher County and major interstates.
Above left, Letcher County map showing the City of Jenkins.

Jenkins

 
Jenkins is a community of approximately 2,000 people located in 
Letcher County on the Kentucky-Virginia border.  Jenkins began as a 
railroad town; however, it most notably has a history in moonshining 
and the legendary Devil John Wright.  A notorious law man, civil 
war soldier, and moonshiner in the area, Devil John became known 
for gunslinging and ruthlessness.  It was the desire of Jenkins to 
incorporate this history in the future master plan for the city.  Nestled in 
the valley below the Pine Mountain Trail, Jenkins also has a multitude 
of outdoor recreational opportunities to offer.  Jenkins recognizes the 
value of these opportunities and hopes to utilize its natural assets to 
promote themselves as a Trail Town and stimulate economic growth.

The Community Design Assistance Center (CDAC) was tasked with 
developing conceptual designs for Main Street and an overall master 
plan for the community.  In addition, the team developed designs for 
signage along the Devil John Wright Moonshine Trail and gateways 
into downtown.  CDAC worked closely with the community and 
stakeholder groups to develop these concepts which are discussed in 
further detail in the following report.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION



 
The design process began with an initial site visit to Jenkins in 
September 2013.  The CDAC team toured the area with community 
members and discussed concerns and desires for the project.  By 
gathering on-site data, documenting existing conditions, and taking 
soil samples, the team was able to understand the opportunities and 
constraints of each site.  This analysis would later infl uence the design 
concepts.

In October 2013, the CDAC team had the opportunity to visit the 
project sites again to further gather on-site data.  The team worked 
closely with the stakeholders group to better understand their vision 
for the community.  After careful consideration of all the factors, a 
set of preliminary conceptual design alternatives was developed.  
These designs were presented at a community meeting where they 
were reviewed and commented on by the stakeholders.  The design 
alternatives were then revised and combined into a fi nal conceptual 
master plan based on the comments made at the meeting.
 
The fi nal master plan was presented at a second and fi nal community 
meeting.  

CDAC team member, Harley Walker, pre-
senting preliminary conceptual designs at a 
community meeting.

The CDAC team touring proj-
ect sites with local community 
members.

CDAC team member, Jen Jessup, presenting fi nal 
conceptual designs at a community meeting.
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Regional Inventory

The following regional scale map shows Jenkins resting on the 
Kentucky-Virginia border approximately three hours from Lexington.  It 
is located directly off U.S. Route 23, which is a major route connecting 
up to Columbus and the Country Music Highway.  Within an hour drive 
of the city, there are many recreational opportunities and small towns/
cities that capitalize on the history and culture of coal. In addition, there 
are many natural amenities that contribute to the quiet but wild feel of 
the area.  There is potential to defi ne this region as a destination by 
developing and revitalizing Jenkins and other hamlets as Trail Towns.  
Some of the amenities in the region include Breaks Interstate Park, 
Carr Creek State Park, Bad Branch Falls, and the Pine Mountain Trail, 
which connects Jenkins to Dorton and Shelby Gap.

One major issue is the lack of hotels, bed and breakfasts, or hostels 
in the area.  In order to expand as a tourist destination overnight, 
hospitality must be considered.
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Regional Analysis

The following map shows that the driving distances to the major 
towns and recreational amenities in the area are short enough to 
allow for day trips from Jenkins.  Jenkins could become a central hub 
for tourism while providing access to the key towns and recreational 
destinations in the region.

Some of these destinations could be linked by bus tours or overnight 
trips.  It is important to defi ne the character of each of these towns, 
but also to tie them together to give defi nition to the region.  Jenkins is 
currently connected to Dorton and Shelby Gap with the abandoned rail 
bed.  It is possible to emphasize and expand on these existing links to 
defi ne the valley corridor and provide a continuous, approximately 14 
miles of bike trail.
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Local Inventory

Many local amenities can be found within a 10 minute drive of 
downtown Jenkins.  There are a variety of activities ranging from 
historic education to fi shing and golf.  Although these attractions are 
close to the downtown, they are fragmented and diffi cult to access 
without vehicular transportation.  Some of the major issues include the 
disconnection between the Pine Mountain Trail and the commercial 
center of Jenkins and U.S. Route 23 separating the golf course, 
Fishpond Lake, and the country club from Elkhorn Lake and the 
downtown.

Much of the land in the area is owned by the coal company TECO.  
Although most of this land is not currently active for mining, it may be 
diffi cult to acquire for public use.

At one point Jenkins had the longest Main Street in the United States, 
which has since developed as a very long, low density corridor.  Due 
to a lack of zoning, commercial hubs have been created along this 
corridor in areas that now have an insuffi cient population to support 
them.  The following map shows these amenities and the important 
green spaces surrounding them.
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Local Analysis

The following map shows how the fragmented amenities in the area 
have potential to be expanded as activity hubs.  These new centers 
could become major destinations along a new trail network and public 
transit system.  The west side of U.S. Route 23, with the Raven Rock 
Golf Course and Fishpond Lake could become defi ned as a passive 
and more relaxing recreational district, where the east side could 
expand on its economic base and active entertainment.  The most 
important consideration is how to connect these districts in a way that 
ensures the continuity and identity of the community as a whole.

The existing gateways into the center of town are located far from the 
downtown core in the more residential sections of Jenkins.  These 
locations accentuate the length of Main Street, but leave visitors 
disconnected to the activity and excitement often associated with 
downtowns.
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Town Inventory

The proposed Devil John Wright Moonshine Trail would defi ne Jenkins 
as a Trail Town and would connect the Pine Mountain Trail to the town 
center.  Along this proposed trail are opportunities for great views 
over the mountains and to the geological site along U.S. Route 23.  
There are also historical and natural landmarks which could be used 
to educate users about the local culture and resources.  Since the 
trail begins along the ridgeline it will have a gentle downward slope 
providing a very non-rigorous bike ride.  The following map shows the 
general location of the proposed Devil John Wright Moonshine Trail 
and its connection to downtown and other amenities.
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Site Inventory

The fabric of the City of Jenkins itself is very linear and sits within 
the valley.  The Main Street corridor follows the stream and rail bed.  
Along the street corridor are inconsistencies in seating (different styles 
and character), street canopy (power lines and street trees), building 
frontage (buildings with different setbacks from Main Street and gaps 
between buildings), and signage (no cohesive sign design).  In some 
areas the street layout can become confusing for visitors and parking 
lots dominate the downtown.
 
There are many historical buildings and aspects to the city, such as the 
old hospital, but they are disconnected from the downtown and lack a 
draw for visitors.  Though there are a few local restaurants and shops, 
the downtown is dominated by box stores and chain restaurants, thus 
lacking the novelty and fl avor of “Jenkins” that would serve as a draw 
for visitors.

The community’s location in the valley provides easy access to natural 
amenities, and there is great potential for it to grow and develop 
economically as a recreational destination.  This is shown on the 
following map.
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Site Analysis

Two major spatial problems within the City of Jenkins are street 
frontage and emphasis on vehicular circulation. Street frontage, the 
space between building and street, is impacted by large setbacks for 
some of the buildings on Main Street, creating a sea of parking lots 
and becoming an uninviting space for pedestrians.  By looking at the 
comparison between Jonesborough, Tennessee and Jenkins, the 
lack of defi nition within the street corridor 
becomes apparent.  In Jonesborough, 
the building facades are next to the 
sidewalk and very close together creating a 
continuous wall of store fronts.  Many of the 
shops and stores in Jenkins are set behind 
parking lots or open space creating an 
inconsistent street front.  There is potential 
to infi ll these spaces with commercial/mixed 
use structures to create a more vibrant and 
active downtown. 

With the expansion of Route 804 coming into the downtown from the 
west, Jenkins’ city center may become very congested.  In particular, 
the intersection of Route 804 and Route 3085 is unorganized and not 
well marked.  This area must be reevaluated and designed in a way to 
accommodate pedestrian, vehicular, and bike circulation.

The space with vacant industrial buildings (see map on following page) 
along the railroad has potential to expand as a recreational hub.  The 
proximity to undeveloped green space, the rail bed (for rails to trails 
connecting to Dorton), and downtown make it a key location for bike 
shuttles and regional bus transportation.

Jonesborough, TN street frontage
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Land Use and Circulation

It is clear from the following map that civic structures are some of 
Jenkins’ key assets.  The city hall, post offi ce, library, and many of its 
churches are centralized in the downtown.  Most of its commercial 
amenities are also found in this area making it the current economic 
destination.  Almost all of the residential development in the area is 
medium to low density single family residential.  Many of the industrial 
buildings along the railway are no longer in use and provide an 
opportunity for new development near the town center.
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After meeting with representatives from Jenkins and stakeholder 
groups to determine the needs and desires of the community, an 
overall master plan was developed. The purpose of this master plan 
was to promote Jenkins as a Trail Town destination for tourists. The 
following map shows existing assets along with potential features and 
amenities that could be considered to make Jenkins a successful Trail 
Town.  The initial conceptual master plan, along with other design 
concepts, were presented at a community meeting where community 
members reviewed and commented on what they liked or disliked 
about the master plan.  The following page shows the initial conceptual 
plan and its amenities.
 
Currently, Jenkins possesses prominent features such as the aquatic 
park, the coal museum in downtown, the Little Shepherd Amphitheater, 
and proximity to the Pine Mountain Trail.  Potential future amenities 
could include a state of the art equestrian facility located where the old 
country club sits, a trail shelter (similar to an Appalachian Trail shelter), 
rock climbing near Raven Rock, a possible hostel in the old hospital, 
the proposed Elkhorn Lake Walk, and a proposed trail connecting 
the Pine Mountain Trail to downtown Jenkins and onward to Dorton 
through a rails to trails project.  There is also an opportunity to create 
a special events area in the open green space northwest of downtown.  
This area could hold events such as Tough Mudders, ATV, and dirt bike 
trails.

Multiple locations for the trail shelter were considered by the CDAC 
team.  The shelter could be located along the Elkhorn Lake Walk, 
providing hikers with close proximity to the showers at the aquatic 
center.  It could also be located at the amphitheater near the future 
cabins.  This would allow hikers a more secluded space.  Another 
location that was considered is Robert P. Shubert Park, located next to 
downtown and near the old hospital/future hostel.  This location would 
allow hikers to be close to downtown amenities, as well as the aquatic 
center.  The park currently has a building on site that could be used as 
rooms for hikers to bunk.  

Cabins were also explored as a potential lodging option for hikers 
or tourists who would like a slightly nicer lodging experience.  These 
rental cabins could be located at the amphitheater close to woods to 
provide guests with more privacy.  
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The Devil John Wright Moonshine Trail, connecting the Pine Mountain 
Trail to Jenkins, has three distinct sections.  The character of the fi rst 
section would focus on mountain views, cliff faces for rock climbing, 
and existing caves to create a sense of adventure.  The second 
section looks more toward education with natural species and historical 
landmarks.  Artifacts could be placed along the trail with interpretive 
signage that would educate users of Jenkins’ culture and history.  The 
character of the third section aims to educate on coal and the early 
settlers.

The trail could be used as a catalyst for economic development in the 
community by bringing in users from the tri-state area.  By placing the 
shops and shuttles on the far side of downtown, it directs all users 
through the civic and commercial center of Jenkins.

The following map shows the trail and its sections with points of 
interest.  These points of interest range from recreational opportunities 
to historical education.
  
Trail Signage

A pallet of materials to be used in signage was chosen as a result of 
studying the materials found in the surrounding physical environment 
and cultural elements.  Railroads, an identifying cultural element of 
Jenkins, and wood, a material found in moonshining, were the main 
identifying elements.  The result was a materials pallet of wood and 
metal.
 
Three different types of signage were determined as being needed 
in different scenarios along the Devil John Wright Moonshine Trail: 
informational kiosks, interpretive signage, and markers. Using the 
same pallet of materials for all three types of signage provides a set of 
signage that creates a sense of continuity along the trail.

The following pages include examples of initial ideas for trail signage.
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Similar to the trail signage, materials studied to be used in the 
gateway entry features were chosen as a result of the materials found 
in the surrounding physical environment and cultural elements.  In 
addition to metal and wood, brick or sandstone was also identifi ed as 
being materials found in the downtown and historically used in local 
buildings. 

The following page includes examples and sketches of initial ideas for 
gateway signage.
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With all of the proposed outdoor recreational opportunities Jenkins has 
to offer, such as the Devil John Wright Moonshine Trail and Rails-to-
Trails greenway connecting to Dorton, the Community Design Assis-
tance Center wanted to provide the community with a conceptual plan 
of how downtown Jenkins could be made more pedestrian friendly and 
better accommodate cyclists, through-hikers and pedestrian shoppers.

Currently, downtown Jenkins has an enormous amount of paved sur-
face and parking. To improve the pedestrian experience of downtown, 
sidewalks should be widened and on-street parking should be removed 
in some areas. Wider sidewalks create more room to walk, areas for 
outdoor seating, and adequate room for street trees to thrive. Two 
preliminary downtown improvement plans were developed using these 
design principles.

The fi rst of these two preliminary plans (Concept A) proposes the 
creation of an ideal pedestrian corridor along Main Street. This plan 
removes all parallel parking on the street and replaces it with widened 
brick sidewalks. Wide and unbroken by parking spaces, these side-
walks provide space to plant many street trees and create an aestheti-
cally pleasing pedestrian-oriented Main Street. An advantage to re-
moving on-street parking is that storefronts and windows become more 
visible to drivers passing by. There is no longer a wall of parked cars 
blocking drivers from potentially spotting items they want to buy.

Concept B takes a less drastic approach to creating a pedestrian 
corridor than Concept A. Rather than removing all on street parking, 
this concept only removes it in key areas, creating a “pedestrian core.” 
Parking is removed from in front of the buildings around City Hall and 
in front of the Coal and Railroad Museum. Areas where parking is 
removed are planted with street trees and designed for pedestrians. 
This concept maintains conveniently located on-street parking that was 
removed in Concept A.

Both concepts include a number of other improvements to the down-
town area. A paved path connects downtown Jenkins to a Rails-to-
Trails corridor that runs all the way to Dorton. This path sits along 
the northern edge of downtown. A brick sidewalk that is fl ush with 
the surrounding asphalt is proposed in front of the fi re station. This 
new sidewalk will create a safe, visually designated pedestrian space 
for people to walk on. Several parking lots have been redesigned to 
improve circulation and more effi ciently use the space. Finally, a small 
outdoor seating area was proposed in front of Giovanni’s Pizza.

Both concepts also include a proposed pocket park to replace the ex-
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isting parking lot in front of the coal and railroad museum. The purpose 
of this pocket park is to create a pedestrian “escape” off of the sidewalk 
where one can sit in the shade and refl ect over the names on the war 
memorial wall. The design of the pocket park is centered around the 
memorial wall, enhancing it and giving it a stronger presence in the 
landscape. Places to sit are provided on either side of the wall, creating 
an intimate experience to read and refl ect over the names. Finally, a 
water wall, constructed using train track rails, separates this intimate 
space from Main Street both physically, visually, and audibly as the 
sound of falling water drowns out the surrounding world.
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Moonshine Theme

In addition to creating conceptual designs for the Main Street area, the 
CDAC team explored different options for town character.  By creating 
a cohesive look and feel for Jenkins, the community can become a 
more marketable Trail Town and destination for tourists.  Jenkins has 
a history of moonshining, particularly through Devil John Wright.  It 
is possible to capitalize on this history.  The following image board 
explores utilizing a moonshine theme as a foundation for creating town 
character.

Many of the images on the following page can be translated into a 
marketing aspect for the community.  Streetscape furnishings can 
incorporate the moonshine theme.  For example, the use of liquor 
barrels as planters or wooden crates for retail shops’ window boxes 
can be implemented.  Also adding a stamped “Jenkins” logo on 
furnishings, like planters and reclaimed wooden benches, adds a 
unique and personalized touch to the downtown.  Moonshine tastings 
and restaurants, themed around moonshine, could also enhance the 
character of Jenkins.  Many vacant buildings along Main Street have 
the potential to become a brewery, and events, such as a moonshine/
vintage car festivals, can attract tourists and stimulate the economy.
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Coal Theme

The second town character theme CDAC explored was coal.  Jenkins 
currently has several different elements in their downtown that relates 
to coal: the coal miners’ museum and furnishings, such as simple black 
backless benches and trash receptacles.  To expand on this theme, the 
following page shows imagery that could be translated into elements 
along Main Street.  For example, shops could reuse old coal carts 
for selling goods.  Details of the coal cart could become part of the 
planters and seating, such as the use of wheels on a planter.  Like the 
previous moonshine theme, the “Jenkins” logo can be stamped onto 
furnishings creating a more personalized look.  Coal miner monuments 
could also be incorporated into the downtown along with park spaces 
using elements of the rail.

Integrating components of either option into the downtown would 
create a more cohesive and stronger character for the Main Street 
core.  A unique town character with amenities could bring more people 
to the area and stimulate economic growth.
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A preliminary conceptual master plan was presented at a community 
meeting where Jenkins residents reviewed and commented on which 
features they wanted to include or emphasize on the master plan. 
The goal of the master plan was to let the community decide how they 
would like to market themselves as a Trail Town.  After the community 
meeting, the CDAC team revised and integrated comments into a fi nal 
conceptual master plan.

The fi nal conceptual master plan (see following page) maintains all 
the current and proposed amenities of the preliminary conceptual 
plan.  Certain amenities, like rock climbing, needed to be emphasized 
because of its uniqueness to the area.  Some additional amenities 
desired by the community were zip lines near Raven Rock connecting 
to downtown and RV camping at the amphitheater offi ce or on a 13 
acre site owned by the city near the old country club/future equestrian 
facility.  The community also expressed interest in opening up the 
Old Pine Mountain Tunnel and a pedestrian only tunnel near the high 
school.  The prior tunnel would connect hikers/cyclists to the Red Fox 
Trail and Killing Rock in Virginia.  The high school tunnel would allow 
pedestrians and cyclists a connection under U.S. Route 23, alleviating 
the disconnect between places of interests across U.S. Route 23 and 
downtown.  The newly proposed Devil John Wright Moonshine Trail 
would connect hikers to downtown from the Pine Mountain Trail and 
onward to Dorton and Shelby Gap through a rails to trails project totally 
approximately 14 miles of hiking/biking trails.

One area, requested by the community, to be studied further was the 
special events open space northwest of downtown.  The community 
expressed the desire to maintain housing on the land in addition to a 
special events area.  After researching space requirements for special 
events such as Tough Mudders, CDAC determined the space would 
be better served with smaller events like Spartan Races or Mud Runs 
with courses under 5k.  Dirt bikes and ATV trails could still be included 
within the space.  These types of events can generate additional 
revenue for the community.  

Trail shelter locations were narrowed down to the amphitheater near 
the cabins or the Robert Shubert Park.  These changes are refl ected 
on the following map.
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The Devil John Wright Moonshine Trail has many historical features 
that can be incorporated within the trail’s design and interpretive 
signage.  Along the trail are notable sites such as the Civil War 
Memorial, the site of the Leonard Wood lynching, and the connection 
to the Red Fox Trail and Killing Rock site.  Potential historical elements 
featured along the trail could be moonshining artifacts, a Devil John 
Wright exhibit cabin, and a visitor center educating tourists about the 
history of Jenkins.  Further reading on some of these historical events 
can be found in the appendix section of this report.  Connecting the 
Pine Mountain Trail to Jenkins, the Moonshine Trail has three distinct 
sections.  The character of the fi rst section would focus on mountain 
views, cliff faces for rock climbing, and existing caves to create a sense 
of adventure (shown in green).  The second section looks more toward 
education with natural species and historical landmarks (shown in 
purple).  The character of the third section aims to educate on coal and 
the early settlers (shown in black).

The trail could be used as a catalyst for economic development in the 
community by bringing in users from the tri-state area. 

Kiosk/Informational Signage 

A pallet of materials to be used in signage was chosen as a result of 
studying the materials found in the surrounding physical environment 
and cultural elements.  Railroads, an identifying cultural element of 
Jenkins, and wood, a material found in moonshining, were the main 
identifying elements.  The result was a materials pallet of wood and 
metal.

The informational panels would refl ect the three different sections of 
the Devil John Wright Moonshine Trail.  Each section is defi ned by 
amenities and attributes that refl ect the character of that section and 
a corresponding color associated with it.  For example, the historic 
section, could have interpretive signs and artifacts about the history of 
Devil John Wright and moonshining and the informational panels could 
be the color purple.  Not only would this add character and interest to 
the trail, but also, such elements assist in the ability of people to easily 
identify their location on the trail. This is important for both general 
wayfi nding and safety and rescue. 

The following pages show the fi nal conceptual designs and how color 
can be used to identify your location on the trail.
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Markers

Along the Devil John Wright Moonshine Trail could be markers 
directing people between destinations and informing hikers/bikers of 
how far until the next point of interest or community.  Comments from 
the preliminary community meeting suggested that the markers need 
to be created out of heavy/chunky weathered metal to keep vandalism 
and theft to a minimum.  Within the marker could be the trail name, a 
“you are here” feature, and mileage until the next destination.

Interpretive Signage

Interpretive signage is used as a tool to convey information where an 
entire kiosk is not necessary.  Similar to the markers, the interpretive 
signage could be constructed out of weathered metal with sign board 
material conveying information.  Like the kiosk panels, each panel of 
information would refl ect what section of the trail that you are located at 
based on the color.  These signs would be located at points of interest 
where further information/education is needed.  

The following page describes the fi nal conceptual designs for markers 
and interpretive signage in more graphic detail.
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Vertical Downtown and Community Signage

To strengthen Jenkins’ downtown core, the existing gateway locations 
should be moved closer to the Main Street retail activity.  The existing 
gateways are located far from the downtown core in the more 
residential sections of Jenkins.  These locations accentuate the length 
of Main Street, but leave visitors disconnected to the activity associated 
with downtowns.  It would be important to consider relocating these 
points of entry to create a more effective pedestrian-friendly downtown 
or add signage such as “Welcome to Historic Downtown Jenkins” just 
before the downtown area.

Gateways 1 and 2, as seen on the following page, have been moved 
closer to downtown.  These new locations are spatially challenging so 
a more vertical welcome sign could be benefi cial.  The sign material 
could be metal with details refl ecting a coal cart.  The metal panels 
with the Jenkins logo and wheel details resemble those that can 
be found on a coal cart.  These signs could easily transform into 
wayfi nding signage once additional panels are attached with directional 
information

The following perspectives begin to show how the overhead powerlines  
distract and clutter downtown views.  The possibility of placing all 
overhead wires underground was brought to the city’s attention at the 
fi nal community meeting.  This would not only make downtown more 
aesthetically pleasing but would allow for larger street trees.    

Community Signage

Outside of downtown lies communities affi liated with Jenkins that 
could be recognized with similar signage as downtown Jenkins.  This 
hierarchy in signage would be refl ected in the design.  Signs would be 
more simple and less detailed.  Examples of community signage can 
be seen on the following page.
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Entry Features

When adequate space is available, a more traditional entry sign could 
be used.  Gateway 3, the location of the existing entry sign near the 
high school sports fi elds, is a perfect location to have a larger sign and 
plantings.  CDAC explored two different design options for a larger 
gateway feature.  The fi rst conceptual design is more traditional, re-
using an old coal cart plate with wood or metal, and a sandstone base.  
A substitute for stone could be brick since both materials have been 
historically used in Jenkins.  A mural depicting coal mining could also 
be applied to the face of the base.  This type of gateway could also be 
placed in the area near the U.S. Route 23 interchange.   

The second conceptual design is a rock boulder resembling coal.  This 
could be a more interesting and unique gateway feature for Jenkins.  
The following pages contain more detailed signage designs and 
perspectives.
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After the initial community meeting where the two preliminary design 
concepts were presented, it was decided to move forward with concept 
B into the fi nal conceptual phase. This concept maintains conveniently 
located parking while creating a pedestrian-oriented core that comple-
ments the surrounding outdoor recreation opportunities such as the 
Devil John Wright Moonshine Trail, zip-lines, and Rails-to-Trails green-
way connecting to Dorton.

Downtown Jenkins currently has an enormous amount of paved 
surface and parking. To improve the pedestrian experience through 
downtown, sidewalks should be widened and on-street parking should 
be removed in some areas. Wider sidewalks create more room to walk, 
areas for outdoor seating, and adequate room for street trees to thrive. 
The concept for downtown proposes using these design principles to 
enhance the street corridor and turn it into a pedestrian space. This 
pedestrian space is strongest between City Hall and the Coal and 
Railroad Museum in what is called the “pedestrian core”. This stretch 
of Main Street has the most on-street parking removed and turned into 
sidewalk.

The downtown improvement plan includes a number of other im-
provements to the downtown area; a paved path connects downtown 
Jenkins to a Rails-to-Trails corridor that runs all the way to Dorton. 
This path sits along the northern edge of downtown. A brick sidewalk 
that is fl ush with the surrounding asphalt is proposed in front of the 
fi re station. This new sidewalk will create a safe, visually designated 
pedestrian space for people to walk on. Several parking lots have been 
looked at to improve circulation and more effi ciently use their space. In 
addition, a small outdoor seating area is proposed in front of Giovanni’s 
Pizza.

Finally, the design concept for downtown includes a pocket park in 
front of the Coal and Railroad Museum. The purpose of this pocket 
park is to create a pedestrian “escape” off of the sidewalk where one 
can sit in the shade and refl ect over the names on the war memorial 
wall. The design of the pocket park is centered around the memorial 
wall, enhancing it and giving it a stronger presence in the landscape. 
Places to sit are provided on either side of the wall, creating an inti-
mate experience to read and refl ect over the names. Finally, a water 
wall constructed using train track rails separates this intimate space 
from Main Street both physically, visually, and audibly as the sound of 
falling water drowns out the surrounding world.
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A planting plan was developed for Main Street.  Species were selected 
for their ability to withstand drought and urban conditions.  Redbuds 
and cherry trees highlight the pocket park in front of the Coal and 
Railroad Museum while ginkgo, red maple, honeylocust, and littleleaf 
linden provide shade and seasonal interest along the Main Street 
corridor.  The planting plan was developed under the assumption the 
powerlines along Main Street would be buried.  A list of street tree 
species suitable for going under overhead wires is available in the 
appendix.  

The following pages illustrate the fi nal design for downtown.
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Southern Section
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DOWNTOWN FINAL CONCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN
Perspective of Coal and Railroad Museum Pocket Park
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DOWNTOWN FINAL CONCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN
Perspective of Coal and Railroad Museum Water Wall



Downtown Planting Plan

Qty Botanical Name Common Name
14 Acer rubrum ‘Armstrong’ Armstrong Red Maple

4 Cercis canadensis 'Forest Pansy' Forest Pansy Redbud

15 Ginkgo biloba ‘Fastigiata’ Fastigiata Ginkgo

11 Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis Thornless Honeylocust

9 Ostrya virginiana Hophornbeam

3 Prunus ‘Kwanzan’ Kwanzan Cherry Tree

7 Quercus robur ‘Fastigiata’ Fastigiata English Oak

1 Syringa reticulata Japanese Lilac Tree

10 Tilia cordata ‘Chancellor’ Chancellor Littleleaf Linden

Devil John Wright Trail Linkage & Enhancement Master Plan 
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Planting Plan Northern Section
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Planting Plan Southern Section



Initial concepts for town character were presented at a preliminary 
community meeting where community members had the opportunity 
to voice their likes and dislikes.  CDAC then took those comments and 
created a fi nal town character and materials palette for Jenkins which 
can be seen on the following page.  It was desired by the community 
that a combination of the two initial themes, moonshine and coal, be 
used.  One new idea, brought to the design team’s attention, was 
Jenkins’ history in country music.  Jenkins is the birth place of Gary 
Stewart and located just off the Country Music Highway (U.S. Route 
23).  

The fi nal town character theme consisted of maintaining the existing 
streetscape furnishings while adding the reclaimed wooden benches, 
the liquor barrels as planters, and the wooden planters with wheels.  
These additional furnishings should be placed strategically along 
Main Street to create seating rooms and a more usable space.  Coal 
miner monuments and the addition of country music murals, depicting 
Jenkins’ country music heritage, could be integrated throughout 
downtown.  It was agreed that moonshine tastings/affi liated restaurants 
and festivals would be assets to the community.  Other materials 
added to the Jenkins’ palette were brick sidewalks and stamped brick 
crosswalks.  Brick is seen throughout the buildings in downtown and 
would add a sense of warmth and longevity to the Main Street area.
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The Community Design Assistance Center worked closely with the 
Jenkins community to create an overall master plan, a new conceptual 
plan for downtown, and enhancements to the future Devil John 
Wright Moonshine Trail.  These upgrades will give Jenkins the unique 
opportunity to market themselves as a Trail Town and increase health, 
education, and economic growth.  It is our hope that this work will help 
the community in its next steps toward fruition.
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May 2011.  Accessed January 2014.
http://ekyhistory.blogspot.com/2011/05/detailed-story-of-lynching.html

Reference Material:

“Case Studies: Jonesborough TN, Pittsburgh PA, Montrose PA, 
Appalachian Trail Towns”
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 m
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 b
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 d
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 d
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ra
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.
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.
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ra
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 b
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 d
if

fe
re

nt
 t

im
es

 o
f 

th
e 

ye
ar

. 
U

se
 t

he
  

w
or

ks
he

et
 in

 A
pp

en
di

x 
A

.1
 to

 in
di

ca
te

 th
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 b
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l d
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at
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ra
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 c
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 b
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 b
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 d
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 c
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 d
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 d
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ra
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e 

di
st

an
ce

 t
o 

th
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ai

l. 
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.
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 d
is

tr
ic

t. 
T

he
se

 k
ey

 e
le

m
en

ts
 a

re
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

an
d 

 
 

de
fi

ne
d 

be
lo

w
. E

ac
h 

of
 th

es
e 

ite
m

s 
sh

ou
ld

 b
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ra
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 m
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 c
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 p
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ra
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iti
ng

 th
e 

ne
ar

by
 c

om
m

un
ity

. 

 c
. 

P
a

th
w

a
y

: T
he

 c
or

ri
do

r 
th

at
 tr

ai
l u

se
rs

 f
ol

lo
w

 f
ro

m
 th

e 
po

rt
al

 to
 th

e 
ce

nt
ra

l  
  

bu
si

ne
ss

 d
is

tr
ic

t.

 d
. 

G
a

te
w

a
y

: T
he

 p
oi

nt
 a

t w
hi

ch
 tr

ai
l u

se
rs

 e
nt

er
 th

e 
bu

si
ne

ss
 d

is
tr

ic
t o

f 
 

  
a 

co
m

m
un

ity
.

 e
. 

C
e

n
te

r:
 T

he
 c

en
tr

al
 b

us
in

es
s 

di
st

ri
ct

 o
f 

th
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
 th

at
 m

ay
 s

er
ve

  
  

as
 a

 h
ub

 o
f 

go
od

s 
an

d 
se

rv
ic

es
 f

or
 th

e 
tr

ai
l u

se
r.

 f
. 

N
o

d
e

s:
 S

pe
ci

fi
c 

po
in

ts
 o

f 
in

te
re

st
 a

lo
ng

 o
r 

ne
ar

 th
e 

Pa
th

w
ay

 o
r 

in
 th

e 
 

 
  

C
en

te
r 

th
at

 w
ill

 b
e 

vi
si

te
d 

or
 u

til
iz

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
us

er
s 

of
 th

e 
tr

ai
l.
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In
 e

xa
m

in
in

g 
ea

ch
 o

f t
he

se
 e

le
m

en
ts

, i
t i

s 
im

po
rt

an
t t

o 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 th
e 

fu
nc

tio
n 

an
d 

th
e 

in
te

r-
re

la
tio

ns
hi

p 
be

tw
ee

n 
ea

ch
. A

 b
ri

ef
 d

is
cu

ss
io

n 
of

 th
es

e 
el

em
en

ts
 f

ol
lo

w
s:

T
h

e
 T

ra
il

h
e

a
d

 o
r 

A
cc

e
ss

 A
re

a
: E

st
ab

lis
hi

ng
 a

 T
ra

ilh
ea

d 
is

 n
or

m
al

ly
 a

 r
es

po
ns

ib
ili

ty
 o

f 
th

e 
tr

ai
l 

bu
ild

in
g 

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n.

 H
ow

ev
er

, t
he

 T
ra

ilh
ea

d 
is

 a
ls

o 
th

e 
si

te
 w

he
re

 t
he

 t
ra

il 
us

er
 m

ay
 f

ir
st

 c
om

e 
in

 c
on

ta
ct

 w
ith

 y
ou

r T
ra

il 
To

w
n.

 It
 i

s 
th

e
 p

o
in

t 
w

h
e

re
 t

h
e

 u
se

r 
w

il
l 

m
a

k
e

 h
is

 o
r 

h
e

r 
in

it
ia

l 
a

n
d

 m
o

st
 i

m
p

o
rt

a
n

t 
d

e
c

is
io

n
: 

w
h

e
th

e
r 

to
 c

o
m

e
 i

n
to

 y
o

u
r 

to
w

n
. 

A
s 

a 
re

su
lt,

 i
t 

is
 i

m
po

rt
an

t 
fo

r 
yo

ur
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
n 

to
 w

or
k 

cl
os

el
y 

w
ith

 t
he

 l
oc

al
 t

ra
il 

gr
ou

p 
to

 e
ns

ur
e 

th
at

 th
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
am

en
iti

es
 a

re
 in

 p
la

ce
 to

 m
ak

e 
th

e 
T

ra
ilh

ea
d 

a 
hi

gh
-

qu
al

ity
 f

ac
ili

ty
. T

og
et

he
r, 

yo
ur

 o
rg

an
iz

at
io

n 
an

d 
th

e 
lo

ca
l t

ra
il 

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n 

sh
ou

ld
 d

ev
el

-
op

 c
le

ar
, a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
fo

r v
is

ito
rs

 
an

d 
m

ak
e 

it 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

at
 t

he
 T

ra
ilh

ea
d.

 Y
ou

 
m

ay
 a

ls
o 

w
is

h 
to

 w
or

k 
to

ge
th

er
 t

o 
pr

ov
id

e 
ce

rt
ai

n 
am

en
iti

es
 s

uc
h 

as
 w

at
er

 a
nd

 t
oi

le
t 

fa
ci

lit
ie

s.
 I

t 
is

 a
ls

o 
a 

gr
ea

t 
pl

ac
e 

to
 s

ta
tio

n 
a 

vo
lu

nt
ee

r 
gr

ee
te

r, 
w

ho
 c

an
 a

ns
w

er
 q

ue
st

io
ns

 
ab

ou
t t

he
 tr

ai
l a

nd
 to

w
n.

 

T
h

e
 P

o
rt

a
l:

 T
hi

s 
po

in
t 

is
 t

he
 s

po
t 

w
he

re
 t

he
 

tr
ai

l 
us

er
 b

eg
in

s 
hi

s 
or

 h
er

 j
ou

rn
ey

 t
o 

vi
si

t 
th

e 
va

ri
ou

s 
pl

ac
es

 i
n 

yo
ur

 c
om

m
un

ity
. 

T
he

 
Po

rt
al

 m
ay

 a
ls

o 
fu

nc
tio

n 
as

 t
he

 G
at

ew
ay

 
on

 a
n 

in
te

rn
al

 t
ra

il.
 I

n 
th

e 
ca

se
 w

he
re

 t
he

 
Po

rt
al

 i
s 

ad
ja

ce
nt

 o
r 

re
m

ov
ed

 f
ro

m
 t

he
 c

en
-

tr
al

 b
us

in
es

s 
di

st
ri

ct
, 

th
e 

Po
rt

al
 m

ay
 b

e 
th

e 
po

in
t a

t w
hi

ch
 a

 w
ay

fi
nd

in
g 

si
gn

ag
e 

sy
st

em
 

be
gi

ns
 t

ha
t 

w
ill

 d
ir

ec
t 

th
e 

tr
ai

l 
us

er
s 

to
 v

ar
io

us
 t

ou
ri

st
 a

nd
 b

us
in

es
se

s 
in

 y
ou

r 
co

m
-

m
un

ity
. I

n 
ei

th
er

 c
as

e,
 th

e 
Po

rt
al

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 a

 w
el

co
m

in
g 

po
in

t t
ha

t c
le

ar
ly

 b
eg

in
s 

th
e 

pr
oc

es
s 

of
 d

ir
ec

tin
g 

th
e 

tr
ai

l u
se

r 
th

ro
ug

h 
yo

ur
 c

om
m

un
ity

.

T
h

e
 P

a
th

w
a

y
: T

he
 P

at
hw

ay
 is

 th
e 

co
rr

id
or

 th
at

 li
nk

s 
th

e 
Po

rt
al

 a
t t

he
 T

ra
ilh

ea
d 

to
 th

e 
ce

nt
er

 o
f 

yo
ur

 c
om

m
un

ity
. 

T
he

 P
at

hw
ay

 m
ay

 b
e 

re
la

tiv
el

y 
sh

or
t, 

or
 i

n 
so

m
e 

ca
se

s 
ex

te
nd

 f
or

 a
 f

ew
 m

ile
s.

 T
he

 tr
ai

l u
se

r 
fo

llo
w

s 
th

e 
Pa

th
w

ay
 to

 g
et

 to
 th

e 
va

ri
ou

s 
vi

si
to

r 
an

d 
bu

si
ne

ss
es

 i
n 

yo
ur

 c
om

m
un

ity
. 

It
 i

s 
th

e 
ro

ut
e 

th
at

 w
ill

 b
e 

de
fi

ne
d 

by
 y

ou
r 

w
ay

-
fi

nd
er

 s
ig

na
ge

 s
ys

te
m

 i
f 

yo
u 

ha
ve

 i
ns

ta
lle

d 
on

e.
 T

he
 P

at
hw

ay
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 a
ss

es
se

d 
fo

r 
its

 c
le

an
lin

es
s,

 s
af

et
y,

 l
ig

ht
in

g 
le

ve
ls

, 
ph

ys
ic

al
 c

on
di

tio
n,

 a
nd

 t
ra

il 
us

er
 i

nt
er

ac
tio

n 
w

ith
 lo

ca
l t

ra
ff

ic
. A

ls
o,

 k
ee

p 
in

 m
in

d 
lo

ca
l h

om
e 

an
d 

bu
si

ne
ss

 o
w

ne
rs

 w
ho

 a
re

 lo
ca

te
d 

al
on

gs
id

e 
th

e 
Pa

th
w

ay
.  

W
ill

 th
ey

 w
el

co
m

e 
tr

ai
l u

se
rs

 o
r 

di
sl

ik
e 

th
e 

in
cr

ea
se

d 
bi

cy
cl

e 
tr

af
fi

c 
ne

ar
 th

ei
r 

pr
op

er
ty

? 
E

ff
or

ts
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 m
ad

e 
to

 a
dd

re
ss

 th
ei

r 
co

nc
er

ns
. I

f 
a 

w
ay

-
fi

nd
er

 s
ys

te
m

 is
 in

st
al

le
d,

 it
 s

ho
ul

d 
cl

ea
rl

y 
de

sc
ri

be
 w

he
re

 p
la

ce
s 

of
 in

te
re

st
 (

su
ch

 a
s 

be
d 

&
 b

re
ak

fa
st

s,
 h

is
to

ri
ca

l s
ite

s,
 e

tc
.)

 a
re

 lo
ca

te
d 

if
 o

ut
si

de
 o

f 
th

e 
do

w
nt

ow
n 

ar
ea

.

T
h

e
 G

a
te

w
a

y
: T

hi
s 

is
 th

e 
po

in
t a

t w
hi

ch
 th

e 
tr

ai
l u

se
r 

en
te

rs
 in

to
 y

ou
r 

ce
nt

ra
l b

us
in

es
s 

di
st

ri
ct

. 
It

 w
ill

 i
de

al
ly

 b
e 

lo
ca

te
d 

at
 t

he
 e

dg
e 

of
 y

ou
r 

bu
si

ne
ss

 d
is

tr
ic

t 
th

at
 i

s 
cl

os
es

t 
to

 t
he

 T
ra

ilh
ea

d 
al

on
g 

a 
w

el
l-

de
ve

lo
pe

d 
Pa

th
w

ay
. T

he
 G

at
ew

ay
 s

ho
ul

d 
w

el
co

m
e 

th
e 

tr
ai

l-
us

er
, a

nd
 o

th
er

 v
is

ito
rs

, i
nt

o 
yo

ur
 c

en
tr

al
 b

us
in

es
s 

di
st

ri
ct

. I
t 

sh
ou

ld
 a

ls
o 

be
 t

he
 

po
in

t 
w

he
re

 d
ir

ec
tio

na
l 

si
gn

ag
e 

to
 i

nd
iv

id
ua

l 
to

ur
is

t 
at

tr
ac

tio
ns

 a
nd

 b
us

in
es

s 
go

od
s 

an
d 

se
rv

ic
es

 w
ith

in
 th

e 
di

st
ri

ct
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

gi
n.
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APPENDIX:  “Trail Towns”



T
h

e
 C

e
n

te
r:

 T
he

 C
en

te
r 

is
 y

ou
r 

bu
si

ne
ss

 d
is

tr
ic

t. 
It

 i
s 

a 
co

lle
ct

io
n 

of
 b

us
in

es
s 

an
d 

am
en

iti
es

 t
ha

t 
m

ay
 b

e 
of

 i
nt

er
es

t 
to

 t
he

 t
ra

il 
us

er
. 

T
he

 C
en

te
r, 

lik
e 

th
e 

Pa
th

w
ay

, 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

as
se

ss
ed

 f
or

 it
s 

cl
ea

nl
in

es
s,

 s
af

et
y,

 li
gh

tin
g 

le
ve

ls
 a

nd
 p

hy
si

ca
l c

on
di

tio
n.

 I
n  

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
, 

th
e 

C
en

te
r 

sh
ou

ld
 a

ls
o 

be
 a

ss
es

se
d 

on
 t

he
 a

va
ila

bi
lit

y 
of

 a
m

en
iti

es
 t

ha
t  

w
ill

 h
el

p 
tr

ai
l 

us
er

s 
en

jo
y 

th
ei

r 
ex

pe
ri

en
ce

. 
Fo

r 
ex

am
pl

e,
 a

re
 t

he
re

 b
ik

e 
ra

ck
s 

at
 t

he
 

re
st

au
ra

nt
s 

fo
r 

bi
cy

cl
e 

us
er

s,
 o

r 
hi

tc
hi

ng
 p

os
ts

 f
or

 e
qu

es
tr

ia
n 

tr
ai

l 
us

er
s?

 I
s 

th
er

e  
ou

td
oo

r 
se

at
in

g 
at

 r
es

ta
ur

an
ts

? 
O

th
er

 i
ss

ue
s 

th
at

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 a

dd
re

ss
ed

 i
n 

th
e 

C
en

te
r 

in
cl

ud
e 

th
e 

av
ai

la
bi

lit
y 

of
 it

em
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

A
T

M
 m

ac
hi

ne
s,

 p
ay

 p
ho

ne
s 

th
at

 a
cc

ep
t c

re
di

t 
ca

rd
s 

an
d 

pu
bl

ic
 r

es
tr

oo
m

s.
 A

 c
he

ck
lis

t 
of

 C
en

te
r 

am
en

iti
es

 f
or

 y
ou

r 
T

ra
il 

To
w

n 
is

 
in

cl
ud

ed
 i

n 
A

pp
en

di
x 

A
.3

, 
w

hi
ch

 p
ro

vi
de

s 
w

or
ks

he
et

s 
th

at
 w

ill
 h

el
p 

de
ve

lo
p 

an
d 

or
ga

ni
ze

 y
ou

r 
ne

w
 T

ra
il 

To
w

n 
pl

an
.

N
o

d
e

s:
 T

he
se

 a
re

 s
pe

ci
fi

c 
po

in
ts

 e
ith

er
 

in
 

th
e 

C
en

te
r 

or
 

al
on

g 
th

e 
Pa

th
w

ay
  

th
at

 a
re

 o
f 

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
 i

nt
er

es
t 

to
 t

he
 t

ra
il 

vi
si

to
r. 

T
he

y 
m

ay
 

in
cl

ud
e 

bu
si

ne
ss

es
 

th
at

 c
at

er
 t

o 
th

e 
sp

ec
if

ic
 u

se
r 

(a
 b

ic
yc

le
 

re
pa

ir
 s

ho
p)

, 
lif

es
ty

le
 i

nt
er

es
ts

 o
f 

th
e 

tr
ai

l 
us

er
 (

a 
ho

bb
y 

sh
op

 o
r 

an
 a

nt
iq

ue
 

sh
op

),
 t

he
 d

ur
at

io
n 

of
 t

im
e 

th
e 

us
er

 w
ill

 
sp

en
d 

on
 th

e 
tr

ai
l (

a 
pu

bl
ic

 s
ho

w
er

 r
oo

m
 

or
 l

oc
al

 l
od

gi
ng

),
 o

r 
to

 a
ll 

tr
ai

l 
us

er
s 

(m
ed

ic
al

 s
up

pl
ie

s,
 w

at
er

, a
 c

as
ua

l d
in

in
g 

re
st

au
ra

nt
, 

sn
ac

k 
fo

od
, 

et
c.

) 
B

ef
or

e 
it 

is
 

po
ss

ib
le

 to
 id

en
tif

y 
al

l o
f 

th
e 

N
od

es
 y

ou
 

w
is

h 
to

 p
ro

m
ot

e 
in

 y
ou

r 
co

m
m

un
ity

, 
it 

is
 i

m
po

rt
an

t 
fo

r 
yo

u 
to

 u
nd

er
st

an
d 

th
e 

so
ci

o-
ec

on
om

ic
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

is
tic

s 
of

 y
ou

r 
tr

ai
l u

se
r 

(s
ee

 S
ec

tio
n 

5)
.

O
nc

e 
yo

u 
ha

ve
 i

de
nt

if
ie

d 
th

e 
pr

ev
io

us
 

co
nn

ec
tin

g 
tr

ai
l 

el
em

en
ts

, 
us

e 
a 

m
ap

 o
r 

sk
et

ch
 o

f 
yo

ur
 t

ow
n 

an
d 

tr
ai

l 
to

 i
de

nt
if

y 
th

e 
lo

ca
tio

ns
 o

f 
th

es
e 

si
x 

co
m

po
ne

nt
s.

 
T

hi
s 

ca
n 

he
lp

 y
ou

 to
 g

et
 a

 b
et

te
r 

id
ea

 o
f 

ho
w

 t
he

y 
re

la
te

 t
o 

ea
ch

 o
th

er
. 

Y
ou

 c
an

 
al

so
 t

ry
 t

o 
pl

an
 t

he
 f

lo
w

 o
f 

tr
ai

l-
re

la
te

d 
tr

af
fi

c 
th

ro
ug

h 
yo

ur
 to

w
n 

on
 th

is
 m

ap
 o

r 
sk

et
ch

.

In
 

co
m

pl
et

in
g 

th
is

 
as

se
ss

m
en

t 
of

 
th

e 
ph

ys
ic

al
 

ch
ar

ac
te

ri
st

ic
s 

of
 

th
e 

re
la

-
tio

ns
hi

p 
be

tw
ee

n 
yo

ur
 

tr
ai

l 
an

d 
yo

ur
 

to
w

n,
 y

ou
 w

ill
 p

ro
ba

bl
y 

ha
ve

 i
de

nt
if

ie
d  

se
ve

ra
l 

ar
ea

s 
w

he
re

 
yo

ur
 

co
m

m
un

ity
 

co
ul

d 
m

ak
e 

im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 t
o 

be
co

m
e 

m
or

e 
tr

ai
l-

fr
ie

nd
ly

. 
T

he
se

 i
te

m
s 

sh
ou

ld
 

be
 c

le
ar

ly
 d

ef
in

ed
 a

nd
 p

la
nn

ed
 f

or
 a

s 
pa

rt
 o

f 
yo

ur
 T

ra
il 

To
w

n 
ac

tio
n 

st
ra

te
gy

.
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B
. 

 
E

v
a

lu
a

te
 P

u
b

li
c

 A
m

e
n

it
ie

s:
 T

he
 n

ex
t s

te
p 

in
 th

e 
T

ra
il 

To
w

n 
as

se
ss

m
en

t p
ro

ce
ss

 is
 

to
 m

ak
e 

a 
m

or
e 

in
-d

ep
th

 e
va

lu
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
am

en
iti

es
 th

at
 tr

ai
l u

se
rs

 w
ill

 e
nc

ou
nt

er
 in

 
yo

ur
 c

om
m

un
ity

. S
uc

h 
am

en
iti

es
 m

ay
 in

cl
ud

e:

 
• 

W
el

l-
m

ar
ke

d 
cr

os
sw

al
ks

 
• 

 P
ed

es
tr

ia
n-

fr
ie

nd
ly

 s
id

ew
al

ks
 

• 
 C

le
ar

ly
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

bi
ke

 p
at

hs
 th

at
 a

re
 w

el
l m

ai
nt

ai
ne

d
 

• 
 D

ir
ec

tio
na

l w
ay

fi
nd

er
 s

ig
na

ge
 w

he
re

 v
is

ito
rs

 c
an

 s
ee

 th
em

 
• 

 P
or

ta
l a
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John Wesley Wright
The Law Of Pine Mountain

John Wright, native of Letcher County, Kentucky, was
generally known as "Bad" or "Devil" John Wright, descriptions
that were warmly used by his neighbors and friends. These
nicknames were also attributed to him by his enemies, but
assuredly in 'not so warm' a manner. It was common
knowledge that to have lawman John Wright tracking an
outlaw was to have the Devil himself at their heels and
though this was an attribute among those of good moral
fiber, it made John an enemy of the more despicable. There
were other nicknames associated with him, such as "The Tall
Sycamore", and most frequently in Eastern Kentucky was
"The Law Of Pine Mountain". Undeniably John Wright in
essence was the law in Letcher and Pike and surrounding
Counties. It was John Wright that the citizens of the county
looked to when law and order needed to be enforced.
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This is taken from the Courier Journal, an article by Joe Creason.

All that I know of Bad John Wright is what I've heard in Southeastern Kentucky. I have a feeling he is
the most unusual Kentuckian of all.

John Wright lived in a remote corner of Letcher County in what today is Jenkins. It was he the author
John Fox Jr. used as a model for his character, Devil Jud Tolliver, in the book, "Trail of the Lonesome
Pine."b

The mountain area around still abounds in John Wright tales. After the Civil War, one hears he served
as a peace officer and later worked as a land agent when John C. C. Mayo was acquiring the acreage
which became the vast holdings of Consolidation Coal Company. As a peace officer, Wright engaged in
many a shoot-out; as a matter of fact, one story holds that his greatest regret is that he never quite
broke even in this life, what with having sired 27 children, but having killed 28 men in gun battles. Old-
timers recall hearing him tell about going once to serve a warrant on a notorious man who vowed he
would never be arrested. He was sitting in the front room; that he remembered. Wright said, "When
I walked in, he didn't say nothing, just whipped out his pistol and snapped the hammer down on the
empty chamber. By then, I were getting kind of nervous, of course, so I yanked out my pistol and shot
him. If that taught me anything, it were to never let no man to get the draw on me."

Bad John Wright owned and operated a saw mill at the foot of this hollow and the lumber from this
plant was used to build the houses that are now in Wright's Hollow.

The following article is by Luther F. Addington on Bad John Wright. Mr. Addington lives in Wise,
Virginia, and has written several books and articles on local history.

The author of this history spent much time with John W. Wright after he settled on Pound River to live
out the declining days of his life. John Wright loved and always kept good horses. He became such an
expert rider that the John Robinson Show hired him to ride for them before their great crowds. It was
the fearless Devil John who made it possible more than a few times for circuit courts to convene in the
mountains of Eastern Kentucky during the dangerous feud. Sometimes the judge who did not meet
with the approval of the feuding tribe was routed from his bench, but when Devil John said, "Go ahead
with your court, I'll be hanging around," procedure took a different course. Devil John, who wanted his
neighbors to do the right thing, and would have the right thing done if it required bullets, reconciled
many a brawl that rose between coal operators and the citizens when Eastern Kentucky began to hum
with activity.

It was this self-made man whom John Fox depicted in the Trail of the Lonesome Pine as Devil Jud
Tolliver. Bad John was asked if Fox ever came to see him. "Many times," he answered, glanced at me
and then away at the distant hills. I suppose you knew quite well the Red Fox, I went on. "Yes," he
answered, "Doc Taylor was a well-known character. He was cunning, you never know what to expect
from him. "About how many men have you killed outside of war," I asked. "Seven," he replied
positively, his keen eyes peering at me through his spectacles. He can see only out of the right eye; the
left having been shot out by an adversary years ago. "Seven I have killed," he repeated, "and feel I have
done my duty. Some killings had to be done in them terrible days just after the wear. There were too
many horse thiefs and murderers. But I always gave a man a chance. Many a time I was shot at before
I raised my gun." I suppose you practice shooting a great deal. "Every day," he came back, "I got so
I race my horse, swing under his neck times in rapid succession each time and as I come to the top,
place a bullet in the center of the tree along the road." How many did you carry? "One, just one — no
use for more for by the time one was empty, I had my man or was ready to do something else." What
kind of gun did you carry? ".38 usually, sometimes I carried my war gun which is a .34." He stated he
got his gun off a dead man on the banks of the Mississippi. "I saw the man couldn't very well use it, and
I needed it bad and, sir, she went on through the Civil War with me. Through several battles with the
Indians in the West."

Devil John was Justice of the Peace for 16 years in the Eastern Hills of Kentucky and was sheriff for
8 years. For thirty years, he was a detective working in Virginia, West Virginia, and Kentucky.
"Outside of the war, did you kill anyone before you became a detective," I asked. "One," he said,
"I went with a high sheriff and his deputy to capture a man in West Virginia, a horse thief. The sheriff
and his deputy boldly approached and busted in without using any tact. I was bringing up the rear —
bang, bang, and two officers fell as I entered the door — bang, a ball splintered the door facing right

G-43
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The Devil Came Down to Cumberland:

The Ballad of John Wright

By: Steve Robinson

For Advanced Composition, Spring 2011

 

    

Devil John Wright on horseback on the Cumberland Trail (circa 1896)

Steve Robinson is the great-great nephew of the notorious Devil John Wright. Although he never met
him, Devil John was and remains a staple in his family lore. The following was written by and large with the help
of the book ‘Devil John Wright of the Cumberlands which was written by Devil’s son, William T. Wright, in 1934
and also by interviewing three family members: His great uncle Terry Wright, his grandmother Jean Wright
Minor and his own mother, Debbie Minor.

 

In the late 1800’s and early 1900’s, the word around the Cumberland Mountains was simple: If
Devil John Wright was after you; you had the devil himself on your heels. Devil John’s Christian name
may not have been Devil to begin with, but his wild and restless lifestyle made him earn it.

Early Life

            Born in the Mountains of Letcher County Kentucky on the 17th of May, 1842 to poor parents, John
Wesley Wright came into the world pink and healthy. He was the first son to Joel and Eliza Wright who
migrated to Kentucky as second generation immigrants from England. Not much is known about his
early childhood as far as education as opportunities in the hills of Kentucky in the 1800’s were scarce
and men and women had to rely mostly on brawn and primal intuition to survive, but John did say that
he had attended a few schools in his early childhood. But by and large his early education involved a
gun for hunting and a hoe for gardening.

            When John was but a young man, probably around 1862 (exact dates are not recorded or known
and are only estimated by the family), he joined the Confederate Army against the Union in the Civil
War. He trained at Fort Smith, Arkansas and fought for an unknown amount of time for the Confederacy
until he was captured during a raid by Ohio regular Union troops in Kentucky in early 1863. He was then
conscripted into the Union Army and fought alongside them. When John was asked why he changed
sides during the war, he would only shrug and say that they didn’t give him much of a choice. Indeed, on
his conscription papers, John and one other man were described as being replacements for fallen
soldiers within the Ohio unit with the alternative of conscription being execution. Who could blame
him?

 During this time with the Ohio unit John was shot three times. Once in the stomach in
Cynthiana, Kentucky which nearly killed him, once in the triceps of his right arm at the mouth of Boones
Creek, Tennessee and once in the hip during a battle in Tennessee which forever gave him a ‘stiff’ walk
that he was characteristically known for.
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            John served for 18 months in the Union Army and was honorably discharged in Columbus, Ohio
in 1864. It was known that John was a fierce fighter on the battlefield and it was there that he honed his
sharpshooting and killing instinct that made him a reputable man once he came back home to Letcher
County.

The Robinson Circus and the Queen of England

            After the Civil War, John traveled for a few years and learned the trade of husbandry and sold
horses that he took from Kentucky all throughout the southern states. This gave him a hunger for seeing
the world, but the nation was by and large very poor and John found himself hard pressed to find funds.
So he found himself like so many men after the Civil war: looking for employment. But John had an ideal
and found himself hunting down an uncle of his that was in a circus known as The Robinson Circus.

            This uncle, known as Martin ‘Brother’ Bates, was known as a ‘Kentucky Giant’. He stood at 7 feet
4 inches and weighed over 400 pounds. Brother Bates was happy to see his favored nephew and took
him in and gave him a job in the circus as a sharpshooter. John would ride bare back or saddled on any
horse and shoot bottles off of barrels as the horse galloped. John would also do this while standing on
the horse or even two horses at full gallop. He even had tricks that made him famous, such as doing a
flip off the back of the horse while firing his pistols.

John Wesley Wright in the early 1880’s

            His time with the Robinson Circus took him to many countries around the world and satiated his
desire to travel and it took him to England where he got to perform in front of Queen Victoria and even
met her in person.

Coming home and ‘Settling’ down

     John eventually found his way back to the mountains of southeast Kentucky in 1865 and into the
arms of his first wife, Mattie Humphrey. With Mattie, John fathered 3 children and established himself
in Wise, Virginia where he would live out most of the rest of his days. John, however, would not find
Mattie enough for his wild mannerisms and soon took another wife in 1869. And then another, and
another and another and yet one more after that. All told, John had six wives and fathered 31 children
(often with multiple wives in the same year). It was quite the joke to the family and to the community at
large that John had ‘A wife for every mountain top’. But no one told that to John’s Face.

            Because of John’s restless libido, his blood has been spread all over the south east of the United
States and many claim him in their lineage and rightly do so. I claim him as my great-great father. His
son, Carlos Ray Wright, was my great grandfather and also the 9th child (26th in lineage) of his 5th wife,
my great-great grandmother, Alice Wright.

            John wasn’t ashamed of his polygamy and he was a staunch protector of every one of his
children. As he grew in stature throughout Wise County and the Cumberland’s, he grew in wealth and
always made sure that all of his children were well taken care of. John always insisted that his Children
attend school whenever it was available and told them that “a man couldn’t live by his hands alone” in
this world.

The Coming of the Devil

     John’s main source of income was through farming and husbandry of horses, but his restless
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ways took him into the arms of the law. His first ventures as a lawman was as a deputy Marshall and
would bounty hunt at any and every opportunity. Mostly because it would get him away from his wives
and farms and let him travel. During this time which started around 1871 and in fact, ever since he
came home from the Circus and Civil War, he was building a reputation for himself as a man not to be
crossed. John was known to be fair and would remain so all his life, but he would also not hesitate to
draw his gun on you. Because of this, he was surnamed ‘Devil’ or ‘Bad’ John Wright, but Devil he likened
to and kept.

            John would say that he never liked killing a man but instead, liked to bring them home and hand
them over to the law. An exact count of how many men John had killed over the years is not known, but
it was very many as rumors go.

            In the 1890’s, the law of the land in Southeast Kentucky and Southwest Virginia was simple:
there wasn’t any. Men killed, raped and robbed without consequence. Everywhere except on Devil John
Wright’s land. Although he did his bounty work, he never wanted a career in law enforcement. John was
a firm believer in having good morals and following common laws, but to be a man of the law himself?

Devil John’s Colt .44

John had many battles with miscreants who dared to tread on his territory in the Cumberland
Mountains, including Doc Taylor and the Ku Klux Klan of which he disliked because of their secrecy and
there are even more tales to his feats of justice that always pointed that John was a fair and just man.
And so this reputation inevitably led him to become Sherriff of Wise County Virginia in 1896. This was
as much for John to show to his great family and community that not only was he their father, but also
their protector and keeper of the peace. The Civil War may have hardened Devil John for this part of his
life, for he was ruthless when he needed to be and none was ever know to escape his sights.

Later Life, Conversion and Death

     Devil John would continue his rambling killing ways well into his early seventies. He was a
known drinker and gambler and loved to make his own brandy, which he deemed the only good thing
that an apple was for. But he also was a lover of his wives and children and took good care of his
workers who tended his lands. John also was a lukewarm man of the Christian faith. He would often go
to church with his first wife when the mood struck him and was a very simple man of prayer. But he
always insisted that his children go to church and not take after his ways.

            But that all changed in March of 1925 when his first wife, Mattie, passed away. This seemed to
change Devil John and he began to go to church more regularly and on a warm morning on July 24th,
1929, Devil John finally decided to shed the skin of his former life and became a man of God. In
Fairview, Virginia on that July morning, he was baptized in front of over 2000 people. Most people came
because they loved John. But there were those who came just out of curiosity to see if it would really
happen and even others who were sworn enemies of Devil John to see if they could finally breathe a
sigh of relief.

            It happened and John did change his ways. He retired back to his favorite farm in Wise and
watched his children’s families grow and play with his grandchildren. He became fiery about his
devotion to the Christian faith and he did keep true to his word. He retook his Christian name of John
Wesley Wright and dropped Devil for good. He also dropped his fire arms and never fired one again.

John Wright in Wise Virginia (circa 1925)
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            But this change would be short lived. On a cold, snowy day on January the 30th, 1931, John
Wesley Wright passed away at his home at the ripe age of 87 with his second wife and a few of his
children by his bed side. The doctor who attended him said it was his heart that failed him.

            John was buried two days later in Wise and thousands attended his funeral. Tears and brandy
were spilt at the services that followed as the legend of this man was told by dear friends and family.

One testimony was given at his funeral by an unknown man who fought alongside John during
the Civil War and knew him all his life summed him up quite well:

“He got his man safe if he could. If he could not, he used lead. He was never known after having
captured a man to let him get out of his sight. Never did he strike a man or permit anyone of (his) allies
to mistreat a man that he had under arrest. He believed in turning them over to the law and letting the
law run its course.” (Devil John Wright, pg. 254)

Sources Cited

Wright, William T. Devil John Wright of the Cumberland’s

1932, 254 pages. Publisher William T. Wright (2nd print 1970)

This book was written by John’s son William, known to the family as Uncle Chid. He paid to have it self
published  in 1934 and gave many to not only my line of family to John, but to many other lines as well.

Potter, Annette. "Annette Potter Family Geneology." 1995. Web. 2010.
< http://yeahpot.com/deviljohnwright.html>
This was an interesting article by a woman who claims Devil John in her bloodline.
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APPENDIX:  “The Ballad of John Wright”



Acer buergerianum Trident Maple
Crataegus phaenopyrum Washington Hawthorn
Crataegus phaenopyrum 'Fastigiata' Fastigiata Washington Hawthorn
Crataegus viridis 'Winter King' Winter King Hawthorn
Crataegus x lavallei Lavalle Hawthorn
Malus spp. Crabapple
Ostrya virginiana Hophornbeam
Syringa reticulata Japanese Lilac Tree
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APPENDIX:  “Downtown Overhead Wires Planting Species”
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