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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

a. Origin !E-.2. Statement!! !s!,_ Problem 

This study had its beginnings in speculation as to the 

eftectivenese of the program of the Fincastle High School. an 

institution serving the llhite population •f the coJDlllUD.ity. To 

llhat extent waa the school meeting the neede ot its pupils! 

Was the school helping them to find their places in the 

community as responsible citizens. to found good homes. te 

make their way in its economic life? Was it inculcating 

habits of mental and ph,:sical health. of industry. and of 

reflective thought? Were pupils learning to respect themaelvee 

and others? Were they learning to have due regard for moral 

and esthetic values? Were their minds sufficiently opened to 

the tacts et nature and the achievements of ecienoe so that 

they could understand the physical and biologioal aspects of 

their world t These and kindred questions led to a desire to 

study some group or groups of pupils in the hope that it might 

throw at least partial light on these queries. 

Thus, a study was undertaken having as its purpose. in 

general, to discover the strengths and weaknesses of the 

Fincastle School. To do this a population was chosen consisting 

of the graduates of the years from 1943 to 1948 both inclusive. 



It was felt that not only the main purpose aight be served. 

that of appraising the effectiveness of the school's program. 

but also that seme incidental good might acer•• to the graduates 

by interest in them as individuals and 

them to evaluate taeir own achievement• both d.uring and. after 

graduation from high school. 

b. Importance.!!~ Problem 

Concerning the im.portanc• ot such an undertaking, Reeder 

wrltee: 

.Attar the agencies of' education have been prniciecl 
and attar the instruction baa been giTen the pupils, 
tae task remains of · iscertalniag how aueh the pupils 
have accomplished ••• 

Erickson and Smith take the foll.-wing positions 

School• are becoming inereaaingl7 eogalzant ot tile 
vital importance of aclequate tolln-up studies ot 
school leavers. Through no other aeana oan the 
ettectiff818s of the school pregram be aeourately 
appraised. 

The greatest value ef tollow-•p studies ia to be 
foW1d in the application of techniques ot follow-up 
studies to school leavers, pupils who have senred 
connection• with the school either before or upon 
graduatien. No other teohnique haa been deTiaed 
that will enable a school to evaluate its efforts 
of the past and to plan. tor eaeh pupil currently 
in school t:be kinda of training best adapted to 

l Ward G. Reeder. Public Sohool Adm.lniatration, P• ST?. 

2 Clifford E. Erickson and Glenn :a:. Smith. Organisation!!!!_ 
.Administration.!! Guidance Services, P• 9. 



his abilities and in the aaeunt calculated to denlop 
hia :ma:x:iru- usefulness to hiuelt, hi• ocnlDRUDity, and 
society. 

Follow-up ot pupils and termer pupil• ia eaaential 
it the7 are to be contin:i.ously &Hiated to •lee 
adjustments and progresa.4 

Ala•, Traxler make• the following statement regarding auoh 

a study aa thia & 

It help• tu aehool adainiatration, the counselors, 
the placement office~ and the ,oung people who fvaiall 
the replies. Perhaps aer• important than all1' ot these, 
it benefits the boys and girl• still in aohoel, at.ace 
1 t help• to bring about needed iaproTeaenta in the 
entire achJol prograa.5 

It appeared tnm these statements that there was ample 

jµstifioatio fer an inTestigation of the careers of atadenta 

from the at&nd•point of the youths aa well as of the 

school, the collllunity, and society in general. 

o. Scope !!! Limi. t&tiona 

Thia study waa confined to the graduatea ot the Fin.castle 

High School. The7 were studied w,.der three groupaa t!loae 

graduate, from 1911 to 1942; tho•• from 19,a to 1948; and those 

graduated in 19,9. Special stress na placed on the lKS-48 

group. 

Ibid., P• 128 -· 
4 Ibid., P• 237 -
5 Arthur E. Traxler, Techniques!.£ Guidance, pp. 323. 



d. Sources ot Data __ ......., __ _ 
The data obtained tor this study were secured by mean• 

of a questionnaire sent to each graduate whose address coul4 

be obtained. Although the limi tationa of this method were 

recognised it was adopted because it seemed the onl7 effective 

ny ot obtaining information in keeping with tu 
available. As a test of the questienu.ire it waa gi-nm 

preliminary use as the basis for HTeral peraonal interviews. 

Also it was supplemented by inviting comments troa those to 

11hoa 1 t was addreaaed. Such commeats appear in Chapter V ot 

this writing. In support ot the decision te rely on a 

questionnaire as the main source of data for the study, 

Traxler wri tell 

InterTiews are · time-consuming and costly and a:re 
aeldom practicable in the oaae of iadi Tiduala who 
have lef't the comm.unity.6 

e. Treatment of Data ------
The data reeeived from.the questionnaire• were treated in 

a simple, non•atatistical manner. They were grouped oder 

appropriate headings, incorporated into tables, and made the 

aubject of oomments concerning significant and pertinent points 

appearing therein. 

6 Arthur E. Traxler, Techniques!! Guidance, P• 320. 



CHAPTER II 

FINCASTLE HIGH SCHOOL AND ITS COMMUNITY 

In order to give a clearer understanding of the purposes and 

possibilities ot this study it seemed advisable to include in this 

report a brief description of the Fincastle community and the high 

school serving its white youth. 

Fincastle was the county seat of Botetourt County, Virginia. 

An historic town, the first establishment west of the Blue Ridge 

Mountains, it had a population of some 500 persons at the time ct 

this study. Fincastle's people gained their livlihood from tour 

main sources: raising cat~le, growing peaches and apples, working 

in the nearby city of Roanoke, and pursuing the various businesses 

and professions usually found in a small rural community. There 

were no industries of any kind. Approximately five-sixths of the 

pupils rode buses to school. This meant that the great bulk of 

them lived on farms. 

The high school was located near the center of town. The 

building in which it was housed was a temporary structure constructed 

after the fire or 1942 had destroyed all or the original plant, 

except the home economics cottage and the agriculture building. Thus, 

the 16 classrooms in the main building, supplemented by spaces in 

the outlying structures had to accommodate approximately 600 

pupils. 



A1 is frequently the case with temporary buildings, the 

provisions of that at Fincastle were meager in respect of size 

of rooms, passage ways, and special facilities. Thus, many 

phases of the school program. appeared to be handicapped. 

Particular disadnntage seemed to result from having neither 

gymnasium nor auditorium.. BeoauM of these laek1, assembly 

programs, social events, and other group activities had to be 

conducted in a space made available by combining three rooms, 

ordinarily separated by sliding doors. An old warehou1e located 

at some distance from the main building was u1ed as a temporary 

gymnasiUDh There the concrete noor and low ceiling made it 

difficult to carry on basketball and other activities. 

Fincastle's nite school population consi1ted of 

approximately 460 pupils in the elementary grades; 200 la 

secondary. These children and youths were being taught by 14 

elementary and 12 high scheol teachers. All were housed in the· 

plant located in the town of Fincastle, exoept ?5 children no 
were located in a structure called the Trinity Sehoot1 situated 

three miles from the main building. 

In. the high school proper, teaching in the same building 

with twelve elementary teachers, were eight women and four men, 

1 Because this investigation•• pointed principally tonrd 
the work of the high school, no further reference will be 
made to the arrangement whereby, a1 a temporary aeasure, a 
rural school building was being used to house three elementary 
groups, to which situation some children were being transported 
from town to country, a reversal of the customary direotien. 
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the latter including the supe"isi:ng principal. With till• 

nrioua aubjecte were being taught, as shown by Table I on page 8. 

In addition to the subjects listed in Table I there were 

also pro'risions tor work in oluba and organizations, as follows: 

Future Teachers ot Am.erica, Future Home111.kers of J.m.erioa, Future 

Farmers of Allerica, Beta Club, Art Club, Hobby- Club, Literary-

Club, Library Club, Travel Club, Stamp Club, Social Club., Pep 

Club, and Booster Club. The aob.ool alu gave opportunities tor 

experience in the publications field, under the direction ot 

members of the :faculty. The publications ineladeda "The Caatle", 

appearing annually and devoted •inly to the graduatillg elas11 

"The Trojan Messenger", a weekly newspaperJ and the "Tro-Cas•Scroll", 

a aemt-armual •gazine in which appeared the pupils' ettorta at 

creatiTe writing. Fineastle High School also conducted a program. 

of social eve:rats such as parties, dances, and reoep'l;iona. 

The sports program included enly two iater•sohoel sports, 

namely. baseball and basketball. Softball., volleyball, and 't.he 

like were pla7ed as intra•mural activities in the phy'aioal 

education program. 

The school took part in nrious oom.petitlona sponsored b7 

the Virginia High School League. including speech, ausio. reading, 

and spelling. 

Nwaeroua trips were made to various point• pertinent to 

pupil•' work in geography, histor7, agriculture. cinca, and 

other studies. 
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TABLE I 

OFFERINGS OF FINCASTLE HIGH SCHOOL 

BY SUBJECTS AND UNITS OF CREDIT 

Subject Unite 

English 4 

Mathematica 6 

Latin 2 

Spanish 2 

Science 4 

S oeia 1 S eienee 4 

Agrieulture 4 

Agriculture Shop 2 

Home Economics 4 

Music Appreciation l 

Art Appreciation 1 

Typing 2 

Shorthand 1 

Office Training 1 



- 9 -

Finoastle High School seemed to be conducting a program 

having considerable range of curricular offerings and co-currioular 

activities despite its serious limitations respeoting plant and 

facilities. To maintain such a program apparently resulted from 

a high degree of cooperation among students and faculty members. 

as well as the likelihood of success on the part of its graduates. 

The remainder of the study was to. test the validity of this 

position regarding the work of the school and its effect on 

the lives of students. 



CHAPTER III 

PURPOSES OF THE SECOBDARY SCHOOL AND SELECTION or CRITERIA 

FOR TD STUDY 

In order to 1tudy the work ot the Fincastle Sohool, it 

seemed desirable to •••k authoritatiff 1tateaent1 ••ncerning 

the purpeaes et the Allerican secondary achoel. It•• felt 

that doing so might lead to a atateaent ot aw whioh weuld in 

turn HrYe a• a bash tor judging the worth of the eoh••l under 

consideration. Accordingly, this chapter undertake• to reTiff 

eertain aeconclary aehool leading to tho•• a4epte4 

for uae in this study. 

Early- in the hister7 ot aeeondary education ia America, 

when indindualiaa aeeaed to dominate it• society, eduoation 

was likewise guided b7 aa indinduali1tio philoaophJ". B..,.wr, 

by 1918, 1ooial values hai iJD.pinged theaaelTes upon the aiad.s 

ot educator• te such an extent as to giTe rise to an outstanding 

statement ot aims, one of the first in •1oh such Talues were 

•de explicit. Thia •• called The Cardinal Principle• !!_ 
1 Secondag Edueatien. Subsequent opinion ot thia atateaent 

hailed it as muoh ahead of its time. Thus, it •Y be aaid to 

han provided the groundwork tor 11uoh pioneering in. the field 

1. !h!_ Cardinal Prinoiplea 0£ Seconda!X Edu.cation. tJ. s. 
Bureau ot Education. · Bulletin Ne. 35, Washington: Government 
Printing Office, 1918, P• 9. 
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ot 1eoondary ecluoatien. seYen aim• were•• tellewst 

1. Sound health babit• and knowledge 

2. Command ot fundamental processea 

3. Worthy home membership 

4. Education for a vocation 

s. Education for good 

6. Worthy uae of leisure time 

7. Ethioal character 

A report on aims llhieh seemed to han expres1e4 eYeD more 

concern tor soeial ends than tllat saown in the "Cardinal Prino1plea• 

report appeared in 1933. That d.oeum.ent •• the report ot the 

Committee on Social•lconomic Goals ot Aaerioa. 2 one which 

endeaYored to formulate a program of education out of an intelligent 

understanding of the needs et .Amer1oan society. It llateci tea 

goals.•• tollewst 

1. Hereditary strength 

2. Phyaieal aeourity 

3. Participation in an evolYing culture througa still•• 

techniques. and knowledges 

4. Participation in an eTelving culture through values. 

standards. and outlooks. 

5. An active. flexible personality 

2 "What are Desirable Soeial•Economic Goal• tor .blericat• Journal 
.!!~ :National Education Aasociation. 23: 6-12, January. 1934:. 
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6. Suitable occupation 

7. Economic eecurity 

8. Mental aecurity 

9. Freedom 

10. Fair play 

Subsequent to publication ot the Committee's Nport to which 

reference has just been made, there appeared a volwne entitled, 

~Purposes~ Education ~American Democracy, published by the 

Educational Policies Comm.ission.3 This report stressed tour 

groups of objectives for education in a democracy: 

1. The objectives of self-realization 

2. The objectives of hwnan relationships 

3. The objectives of eeonomio efficiency 

4. The objectives of civic responsibility 

Because of the widespread acceptance given this report, it 

seemed likely to exert considerable influence on educational 

trends for many years. 

In the spring of 1944, the Educational Policies Commi1sion 

issued a statement of educational needs for all American youth, 
4 

as fc,llows: 

1. All youth need to develop salable skills and those 

3 The Purpo1es 2£_ Education,!!!. Amerioan Democracy. Bulletin of 
the Educational Policies Commission, 1938, p. 47. 

4 Educational Policies Commission, Education For All .American 
Youth, PP• 225•6. - -



understandings and attitudes that •ke the worker 
an intelligent and productive participant in economic 
lite. To thie end, most youth need supernsed work 
experience as well as education in skills and knowledge 
of their occupations. 

2. All y•uth need to develep and maintain good health and 
physical fitness. 

3. All youth need to understand the rights and duties et 
the citizen of a democratic soeiety, an4 to be diligent 
and competent in the performance of their obligations as 
members of the eommuni ty and ci ti &ens of the state a:ad 
nation. 

4. All youth need to understand the significance of the 
family tor the individual and soeiety and the conditions 
cenducive to aucoesshl family life. 

5. All youth needs to know how to purchase and use goods and 
ser't'ices intelligently, understanding beth the nlues 
received by the consumer and the economic consequences of 
their aeta. 

6. All youth need to understand the methods ot science,the 
influence of science on human life, and the main scientific 
facts concerning the nature of the world and of man. 

7. All youth need opportunities to deTelop their capacities 
to appreciate beauty in literature, art, ausio, and nature. 

a. All youth need to be able to use their leisure time well 
and to budget it wisely, balancing activities that yield 
satisfactions to an individual with those that are socially 
useful. 

9. All youth need to develop respect for other persons, to 
grow in their insight into ethical values and principles, 
and to be able to live and work cooperatively with others. 

10. All youth need to grow in their ability to think rationally, 
to express their thoughts clearly, and to read and listen 
with understanding. 

In presenting the foregoing statements no claim is made that 
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they comprise all the imp•rtant pronouncement, concerning purposes 

which had appeared at the time of this writing. Rather, their 

inclusion in the order given is intended to recount the manner in 

which a selection was made of an authoritative lie\ of aim• 

appropriate to the secondary school. 

Because the standards. given as the "Ten Imperative Needs ot 

All American Youth"• in the book, Education For All Amen.can Y•uth, 
' --

appeared to have especial worth, they were chosen for use in this 

study. They seemed to exprese most adequately the needs ot youth 

in a changing and complex society. Once they bad been chosen, 

they became the baeis for judging the strengths and weakneasee of 

the Fincastle School. 



CBAPHR IV 

ORGANIZATION OF TBE DATA 

In the preceding chapter an aooount na giTen of the selection 

of certain needs as criteria tor enluating the aohieTeaents of the 

Fincastle School. In order to implement them a que1tionnaire wa1 

constructed, which appear• in Appendix A, the respen1es to which 

supply the subject matter of thls chapter. The items in thi• 

instrument wre constructed so as to rel.ate to the ten••••• 

preTieusly set forth. To insure their -nlidity they- were selected 

from a number of questions contributed by •••b•r• et the 1ui•r 

class ot 19'9 ot the high aohool, in cooperation with one ot the 
1 teacher•. After it ha4 been refined, the queatienaaire •• gl ven. 

to the members of the sophomore clau as a test of objeotiTity. 

This administration ot the teat led to f'llrther changes in 

construction and wording to clarity meninga. Nert it•• 

presented to five graduates. They also ottered suggestions which 

led to its fir.ial form. 

The members ot the senior claH then made j'lil.d.penta as te 

the relation ot the 'Various questions in the instruent te the 

needs included in the list ohosen. Their judgment• appear 1n 

Table II. Because the seniors seeaed to find suttioient 

connection between the seTeral item• in the qaestionnaire and the 

1 lira. E. N. Camden, III 
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TABLE II 

Relationship ot Ite111 in Queatiennaire to 

"Ten lmperati ve Weeda of All American Youth", 

a1 GiTen by Fincastle Seniors. 

NEED ITEMS -
••• l Salable skills l, 2, I 

JJo. 2 Health and phyaieal fitness 4, 6, 6 

No. a Rights and d11&tie1 of eitizenahip ., , 8, 9, 10 

lo. 4 Significance of the family 11, 12, 13, 14 

No. 5 Wise use of goods and aervicea 15, 16, l?, 18 

lo. 6 Knowledge ot scientific facts 19, 20, 21, 22 

!Jo. 7 Appreeiation of beauty 23, 24, 26, 26 

No. 8 Use of leiaure 27, 28 

No. 9 Respect for others 29, 30, 31 

lo.10 Ability to think 12, 33, "· 16 
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need• selected as criteria, the decision waa taken to submit that 

instrument to the graduate• of the Hhool, as a mean.a ot oonti.nuing 

the atudy. A eepy of the queationnaire in its final form appears 

herewith aa Appendix A. 

Aa was preTiouely atated, the main oonoern of tats study was 

with taoae who had been graduated during the years trea 1943 te 

1948, with aome reference to the graduates ot preoeding years, aa 

well as those ot 1949. The graduates preceding the olaBB ot 1943 

and those et 1949 were considered for twe reasons• Jleabers of 

both groups expressed •a~sual interest in the stu4y from their 

first acquaintance with it. Also, it seemed that thia study 

would gain by increasing its po,-lation. 

The nwn.ber of responses to the qaeatiomaaire na ?8 per cent 

of those sent out. With so aubate.ntial a return it was felt that 

the study might proceed. Table Ill indicates the ll\lllber et 

replies by groups ot graduates: 

TABLE III 

COMPARISON OF NUMBERS OF QUESTIOIOTAIRES SEIT nm 
NUMBERS OF RESPONSES BY GROUPS OF GllAOO.ATES 

GROUP NUMBER SENT NUMBER RETURNED 

Before lK3 33 26 

1943 • 1948 75 50 

1949 ,2 42 

TOTALS "iio iii 
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As set forth in the next Table. it appeared that or the 

50 who responded in the 1943-1948 group only nine were married 

and none had been divorced. The number of marriages seemed in 

keeping with the average age ot the group, approximately 20 

years. Their ages also seemed to bear relationship to the nwnber 
2 

or those who were still in educational pursuits. 

Censidering the age or the graduates, it seemed that a 

remarkable number had feund employment. Thia•• perhaps all 

the more noteworthy in view of the lack of opportunity for 

industrial work in the Fincastle coJIIDlunity. Only two were 

unemployed. 

Their ability to hold jobs seemed indicated by the tact 

that none had held as many as five jebs. Ten graduates had 

persisted in the same work; only three had changed employment 

as many as four times. In respect of occupation the trend 

seemed to be toward permanency. This observation was confirmed 

by the reasons given for changing from one job to another: 

ten had changed to secure better pay; seven to secure work that 

they liked better. Only three seemed to have had anti-social 

tendencies, indicated by their not liking fellow workers or 

employers. 

Nineteen of the group belonged to community organizations, 

2 Appendix B shows the colleges and universities in which these 
students were enrolled. 
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TABLE IV 

FAMILY, CODJifITY, AID WORK RELATIOlfSHIPS AS KADE BY GRADUATF.S 

DURING TBE YEA.RS 1943 TO 1948 

ITEMS TOTALS 

1. Number married•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 9 

2. Number employe4a 

Employed full ti•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 28 

Unemployed••••••••••••••••••••••••~•••••••••••••• 2 

Em.ployed part tim•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

Armed forces••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• HONE 

Going to school full time•••••••••••••••••••••••• 11 

Doing housework at home, 
not seeking employment elsewhere•••••••••••••• 7 

Working tor self••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 

3. Nuaber of part time job• held since graduation& 
- - - - . -

One job•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 10 

ho job••••••••••••••••~••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 

Three or four jobs••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 

4. Number of full time jobs held since graduation: 
. . . . 

One job•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11 

Two job•••••••••••••••••·•••••••••••••••••••••••• 10 

Three or four jobs••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I 

5. Reasons for changing jobs: 

To secure better pay••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 10 

To get work I liked better••••••••••••••••••••••• 7 

Work was closer to my home••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 

Didn't like work, fellow workers, or boas •••••••• a 
6. Number who belonged to community organizations •••••• 19 
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among which were included several types. The greater number 

were members of church groups. In many oasea they belonged to 

eontinuationa of clubs to which they had acceaa while in high 

school, auch as the Home DeJBOnstration Clubs whioh oorreapended 

With the Home Economics Club and the 4-H Club ot high scheol days. 

Table Vindicates the wide -rariety of subjeo,s which graduate• 

1110uld have taken it they oould have repeated their high soheol 

careers. The greatest interest was in typing and shorthand, very 

nearly equalled. by that in Engliah and. matheutioa. Fllrther 

examination of Table V reveals that 23 recalled that aoae ot these 

courses were ottered when they were in high 1c~ool; 19 said all 

were otteredJ wher•a three averred that none of them•• ottered. 

Untortunatel7, record.a available 1f8re not such as to pro'ri.de 

comparison ot these responses with the actual ottering• ot the 

school to which they referred. 

The succeeding question was concerned With reasons tor not 

taking desirable courses while in school. The responses to this 

question seemed to indicate a want ot educational and vocational 

guidance in as much as lT fonner pupils stated that they had not 

felt a need tor courses while in school which they later regretted 

not having taken. Thirteen were explicit in saying that they had 

not been properly advised or gutded either aa to eheioe er 

opportunity. Only one had tailed to take a desired course because 

he did not like the teacher. 
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TABLE V 

RECONSIDERATION OF HIGH SCHOOL OFFERINGS AS MADE BY GRADUATES 

DURING TEE YEARS 1943 • 1948 

ITEM TOTA~ 

1. Courses desired if they could return to high school: 

Typing and Shorthand ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 17 

English••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••l2 

Mathematios •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 10 

Scienc••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

Algebra•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I 

History, Latin, Musie•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 each 

Home Economics.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• S 

Agriculture, Chemistry, Business English, 
Journalism, Physic••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 each 

Drawing, Reading, Trigonometry, Bible, Shop, 
Geography, Band, Home Nursing, Penmanship, 
Office Work, Speech, Spani•h••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 each 

2. Did the school offer these courses when you were in school: 

Some of tbe••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••23 

All of th••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••l9 

None of the•••••••••••·•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I 

3. If offered. why didn't you take them: 

Didn't feel the need•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••l7 

Wasn't properly advised•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6 

Conflict in schedule ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7 

Didn't like the teacher•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 
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Table VI gives the evaluation of the Fincastle High School 

program as made by the graduates in the 1943-1948 group. There 

were 35 questions specifically devoted to evaluation in that part 

ot the questionnaire. Each respondent had been requested to 

check the successive items under the opposite columns marked "none", 

"some", or "much", to give his estimate of the help he had received 

from his experiences both in class and out while enrolled in the 

high school. Help from sources outside of class was taken to 

include all activities sponsored by the school other than formal 

class work. 

Thus, it is evident that each of 50 students had the 

possibility of making 70 responses; furthermore, that altogether 

they had the possibility of checking a total of 3,500 items. 

There were a total of 162 requests indicating that no help 

had been received either in or out of class, responses equally 

divided between these two categories. Of 50 graduates there 

were 11 who did not check any item in the "none" column. On 

the other hand, the bulk ot the "none" answers came from a small 

number of graduates. One hundred twenty eight of the "none" 

answers were checked by 13 persons. It seems pertinent to point 

out that 25 per cent of those who returned questionnaires ma.de 

78 per cent of the "none" responses. 

A total of 709 responses denoted that some help had resulted 
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troa cl••• work in respect ot n.rious items. Thi• •1 be 

compared to the total ot 653 aimilar response• under the 

heading ot help from outside of ela••• The•• of.the 1nro 

total• ia 1562. A slightly larger n\lllNr of reaponae• occurred 

in the "muoh", namely, 1311. There waa not a 

aingle item to which more •none" response• were given than 

•some• and "much", when taken together. For 29 iteaa, oompriaing 

40 per eeat of the to-tal, the aaawers were altogether in the 

"some" and "neh" eolumna. 

The check• pat •ppoaite the first three queatien.a, oouideJ"ed 

with the fact that only one atudent waa seemed to 

indicate that the aollool bad given it• student• ••e tn.ewledge 

of different kinds ot work, of hn to hold a job, ud ot how to 

acquire 1alable skill•• Th.e b•lk of the graduates •••••4 te 

feel that the training that they had reoeiTed 1n sehool both in 

and out of olaas had been or would be ot assistance to in 

becoming better workers. They not only eeeaed to think that 

they could become better worker,, but also that 1.heir training 

had helped to impron their b.ome life. 

The highen eingl• aeore in the column •rked "help trem 

class" was the positive re1ponse giTen to the queatione, -WeN 

you taught the importance of eitizenship?tt Thi.a aeeae4 outetanding, 

since worthl" citisenehip 11 considered one et the major oontributions 

of the secondary eohool to its graduat••• The third itea giTeD 
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in the "Imperative Needs or All American Youthn 1treasea thi1 

point strongly. It 11 also commonly agreed among educator• that 

the major purpose of a school is to train oitizena tor the type 

or society that supports it. It would aeem. that in a demHratie 

state the eduoaticm ot youth tor democratic liYiag 11 ot 

paramount importance. 

The ability to get along well with others baa long been 

accepted aa an essential itea in the aake•up ot a happy aacl 

contented per10n. Suoh trait• as •ldng the social lite et the 

individual worthwhile, showing respect tor others, and being of 

aervioe to other• rated very highly in the eatlmatea et the 

gradutes. The ita oncerning reapeot for others ns rated 

highly aa concerns both claaa and out-ot•clasa activities. 

All questions that would reflect the nlue of the aoienoe 

teaching were given high ratings. It waa the thinking of the 

bulk of the graduates that the soienoe they had been. taught 1n 

the school had •de them better thinker•• In addition to this, 

they seemed to thil'lk that they had l•rned rather well the 

scientific :tacts oonoerning the worl4 around them. 

Although the aohool actually ottered only one o•urae in 

the field of muaie, it aeemed that the gracluates 41d liaten to 

and enjoy good music. 

The queatiennaires tended to ah.ow alao that thie group 

of graduate• had a high aenae of nlue for the beautiea of nature. 
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TABLE VI 

EVALUATION OF HIGH SCHOOL TRAINING AS MADE BY GiA.IXJA'l'iS 

DURING THE YEARS 1943 TO 1948 

Help from Help trom 
Question• for consideration cla11 eutaide class - - NONE SOME J4UCH NONE SOME JllJCli 

1. Were you helped in choosing 
your life work?•••••••••••••••••• 12 24 8 25 ll 

2. Were you influenced to enter a 
certain field of work? ••••••••••• 18 22 10 13 26 6 

3. Did you get pointers that would 
help you hold a job?••••••••••••• 6 29 11 8 23 13 

4. Do you think Health and Physical 
Eduoation helped you?•••••••••••• 8 24 18 11 18 12 

5. Did you learn the importance 
ot good sportsmanship? ••••••••••• 1 13 36 2 13 28 

6. Were you assisted in forming 
proper health habits?•••••••••••• s 22 26 l 22 23 

7. Were you taught the importance 
of citizenship? •••••••••••••••••• 0 9 41 0 12 34 

8. Does your citizenship training 
help you in your work?••••••••••• 1 12 31 l 17 24 

9. Were you influenced to take a 
part in community lite?•••••••••• 6 26 16 2 25 18 

10. Will your training help you be 
a better worker?••••••••••••••••• 0 21 27 0 19 23 

11. Has your training improved 
your home lif•T•••••••••••••••••• 0 11 11 0 9 12 

12. Did you learn about taking your 
place in the colllllunity? •••••••••• 2 14 6 l 12 ., 
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TABLE VI (eent.) 
Help from Help from 

Questions tor consideration. cle.ss outside clasa 
NONE SOME llO'CH I SOME :MIJCB JiONE - - - - -

13. Has your aecial life been made 
more pleasant? •••••••••••••••••• 0 ., 15 0 6 1$ 

14. Were you taught to respect 
members of your family? ••••••••• 0 9 11 0 4 li 

15. Were you helped to decide wisely 
about purchases? •••••••••••••••• 6 32 8 3 18 25 

16. Were you taught about the 
services offered by others? ••••• 3 21 14: 30 6 

17. D14 your training enable you 
to recognize values?•••••••••••• 2 32 11 1 26 1T 

18. Has yeur training helped you 
in a business way?•••••••••••••• 0 24 17 1 26 11 

19. Were you taught the main facts 
about sciene•?•••••••••••••••••• 0 li 14 2 21 0 

20. Does your knowledge of science 
influence your lite?•••••••••••• I l'T 12 • 10 10 

21. Has your science training made 
you a better thinker?••••••••••• 0 14 16 2 12 9 

22. Were you made aware of the 
importance of science?•••••••••• 2 18 11 0 16 ., 

23. Do you read good magazines 
and books?•••••••••••••••••••••• 1 23 25 l 22 24 

24. Do you appreciate good art? ••••• 3 24 23 6 22 20 

25. Do you enjoy listening to good 
music? •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 40 2 11 35 

26. Do you enjoy the things in 
nature around you?•••••••••••••• 0 ., 43 0 ., 42 
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TABLE VI (cont.) 
Help trom Help trem 

Queations tor consideration. claaa eutaide cl••• 
NONE SOME wcl ioNE son iitfcA - - - - -

2'7. Do you know how to use your 
leisure time wisely?•••••••••• 0 21 28 0 18 so 

28. Doe• eaoh of your aotiTit1e• 
get the proper time?•••••••••• l 36 11 0 33 11 

29. Ia it easy to lin and work 
pleasingly with others? ••••••• 0 20 28 0 14 12 

so. Ban you developed a respect 
tor other persona? •••••••••••• 0 16 IS 0 10 II 

31. Baa your sense of value• an4 
principles increaaedt ••••••••• 0 19 81 0 22 28 

82. Bave you improved in the ability 
to think "•traight"t•••••••••• 0 20 0 21 2S 

33. Are you able to expres• your 
thoughts clearly? ••••••••••••• 0 16 l Sl lS 

M. Do 7ou have a good wiaerstanding 
of what you read?••••••••••••• l 2, 2, 2 2, 21 

36. Can you understand what yeu 
hear, when yeu liatent •••••••• 0 26 21 0 28 21 - - - - -

'l'OT.A.IB 81 109 '720 81 663 651 
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This was another item on which not a single check was put in 

the "none" column. Greater significance is probably to be 

placed upon the fact that there were more answers checked in 

the "much" column for both the class and out-of-class activities 

than were checked for the "some" rating. The implication seems 

to be that their sense of values were increasing due to teaching 

of the school. 

The ability to think straight did not receive a single 

"none" rating. 

Table VII presents the story of family, community, and 

work relationships as told by those who were graduated before 

1943. A total of 26 questionnaires were received :f'rom this 

group representing graduates from the following classes: 1911, 

1921, 1926, 1927, 1930, 1931, 1937, 1938, 1939, 1940, 1941, and 1942. 

Eleven of the 26 graduates were married. In this group 

20 reported that they were employed full time, 18 were doing 

housework and not seeking other employment, and two were working 

for themselves. It is interesting to note that none of them 

was unemployed, employed part-time, enrolled in the armed 

services, or going to school. This was probably due to their 

being somewhat older than the group which was graduated from 

1943 to 1948. 

Since graduation nine of them had held part-time jobs 

ranging from one to four jobs. Twelve of them stated that they 
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had held only ene fllll•time job siaoe gradation; tour had held 

two job a; two had held three job as and two had held tour joba. 

Cansidering the tact that thia group had recently gone through 

a period of economic upheaval it 11 interesting to note the 

nWllber that aee:med to ban re•lnecl rather oon.1tant in their 

employment. 

Switching from one job to another waa not a notable trait 

in this group, since only aix ot th• reported •king changes in 

jobs. Three out of thia group changed. job• to secure wort closer 

home, which ia perhaps a tendency of maturity. Two changed to 

get work they liked better and one to secure better pay. Thia 

•• viewed as a significant fact. Amid all of the high wagea 

paid during the war period troll 1942 to 1946, only- one of thil 

group seems to have felt like making a change. Thia would 

indicate that they were reaao:aably satisfied in the work that 

they were doing. 

Seventeen of the graduates reported that they belonged. te 

organizations in the oOllllluni ty. This mamber was almost a1 

great as that reported by the group ot graduate• t'roa 1943 to 

1948. It •••t be considered, however, that that group ns 

twice as large as thia one, which would indicate that co-.unl'ty 

attachments had tended te become greater With tlle paaaage of 

time. Thia ma;y han been due also to the tact that aere et 

the older,group were settled in their own couunitiea. Several 
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TABLE VII 

FAMILY, COMMUNITY AID worur RELA.TIOJISHIPS AS JIADB BY GliDUATli8 

OF CLASSES PRIOR TO 1943 

ITEMS TOTALS 

1. Number married••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11 

2. NU11ber em.ployed: 

Em.ployed full ti•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 20 

Uaem.ple;yed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• NOBE 

E:m.ploye4 part time•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• NONI 

Armed Fere•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• NOD 

Going to aehool full ti .. ••••••••••••••••••••••• NOBE 

Doing housework at home, 
not aeekingapleyment_elaewhere •• ~•••••~•••••••• 18 

Working tor aelt •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 

3. Number et part time _joba held aiaee graduation: 

Oae job••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• S 

Two jeb••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 

Three er four job••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 

4. Number ot full time job• held aince graduation: 

One job••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 12 

Two job••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 

Three or teur job••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 

6 • .Reaaona for ohanging jobs: 

To aeoure better p&J•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

To get work I liked better•••••••••••••••••••••• 2 

Work•• eloaer to~ ho••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 

Didn't like my work, iq .fellow workers, or boas. liONE 

6. NU111.ber who belong to eU1JRultY •r~anizationa ••••••• 17 
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ot the 1948•1948 group wre at111 1n college, which fact •7 

have acoounte4 tor their lack of comm.unity attachment. 

Table VIII indicate• the course• that those who had been graduated 

before 1943 'W'OUld have taken had they returned to aohool. It 

aeemed 1ntereat1ng to cem.pare the tainking of thia group with that 

of the gracluatea ot 194$•1948. In each oaae the ehiet interest 

was shown in commercial aubjecta, whereaa the aecond ohoice •• 

tor couraea in English. It was likewlae trtte that eeurae1 in 

mathematic• were ranked third by each group of reaponclenta. 

Jlem.bera of each group ae•ed to 1how that they had lacked proper 

guidance in the aeleotion ot their oouraea wJaile ill achoel. There 

were, however, in each case grad'G&tea who reportecl that oeuraea 

they ha4 desired were net ottere4. Thia •••med to be an 

underatandable feature of a small, rural hig)a achool. The older 

group ot graduate• di4 not••• a need for such courses as drawing, 

band, Bible, office work, penmanship, a:ad home ruaralng. Tata 

might be explained by the tact tha\ the7 wre repertlng. in 

real1t7, needs that they felt at the tlae of making the report. 

Since many of them: had already learned nursing in actual hoae 

situations they did not feel it as a need. The .. dern atreaa 

placed upon some of the other subject• mentioned probably had 

impressed the importance of auoh learning on the m.lnd1 ot the 

1943-1948 gradutea. 

The remarkable degree of 11.llilarity between the responses 
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ot the older group and those ot the younger graduates seemed to 

indioate that the variety in the high school ottering nad not 

changed to any great extent oTer thia period of y-eara. Absence 

ot reeorda ot form.er ottering rendered it dittioult to nrify 

this interenoe. 

An eTerall picture of the report• of thia group tend to 

show that the7 are ure aettled, more attached to the 00J1111U.nlt7, 

and of a aere serious natt1re. That such was the oaae waa •m.teated 

in comments made by the grad.uatea, which are quoted later in thia 

writing. 

Table IX gS:na an euluation of the Fin.oaatle High School 

program aa preaented by- the graduates prior to 1943. 

It will be noted that the table contain• 100 •none• anawera,. 

reported by thia entire group, whereas the poaaible nwaber ot 

such answers•• 1820. Thus, onl7 ••• aix per cent ot poaaible 

replies eul uating the aohool were negative. Thia reaponae •• 

about in the same proportion aa giTen by the graduates in the 

1943-1948 group. The graduates prior to 1941 made 686 responses 

in the two ••o•" colWl!lla and '°' in the "much• colums. Provide4 

their marks were sincere, they had registered high regard tor the 

school, as a group, bu, not quite as high as that of the yeunger 

group. In a group ot about one halt the 1i1e of the 1943•19,e 

graduates, there were as many negative reaponaea as in the 

larger aggregation. It was also noted that in several cases the 



TABLE VIII 

RECONSIDERATION OF HIGH SCHOOL OFFERINGS AS MADE BY GBADUATES 

OF CLASSES PRIOR TO 1943 

Totals 

1. Courses desired if they could return to high school: 

Bookkeeping •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 9 

Typing••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8 

Shorthand, Mathematics ••••••••••••••••••••• 6 each 

English•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5 

Agriculture, shop, Biology, Civics 
Home Economics, Ptablic Speaking, 
Foreign. Languages.••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 each 

Music Appreciation, Art, Journalism, Science, 
Physical Education, Designing and Interior 
Decorating, Spelling, Plane Geometry ••••••• 1 each 

2. Did the school efter these courses when yoa were in aohoela 

Some of the•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 12 

All of th••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 

None of th••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6 

3. If offered, why didn't you take them: 

Didn't feel the need••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 

Wasn't properly advised•••••••••••••••••••• S 

Conflict in schedule ••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

Didn't like the teacher•••••••••••••••••••• NONE 
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responses to items in the "some" and "much" columns were more 

nearly equal than were the same items in the report tor the 

1943-19,s group. The graduates befere 1943 seeaed more inclined 

to put checks in the "some" oolwm; the 1943•1948 graduates in 

the "much" columns. 

Regarding the value of the training in the field of citiienahip, 

the older group seemed to rate the school highly. That their 

estimate was valid seemed reflected in the tact that a great 

nwnber of them were aucoessi\\lly finding their places in the 

community. 

Thia gr-eup placed greater stress on the value of the 

out•of•olass training than did any other group~ They put fewer 

checks in the "none• column under the heading of help from 

outside of class than did either of the other groups studied. 

Direct quotations of comments made by early graduates which 

shed further light on their thinking concerning school are 

included later in this writing. 

Table X presents the evaluation of the high school training 

as seen by the graduates ot the 1949 class. This group was 

composed or 42 members. 

Members of this group reported in more detail than did 

those of the other two groups. Unlike the others, they checked 

practically all of the items on the questionnaire. Their responses 
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TABLE IX 

EVALUATION OF HIGH SCHOOL TRAINING AS MADE BY GBAOO.A.TES 

OF CLASSES PRIOR TO 1943 

Help tr•m Help troa 
~••tions for consideration class outside claH 

NOBE SOME JltJCH lTONE SOME WCR - - - - -
1. Were you helped in cheesing 

your lite work?••••••••••••••••• 6 13 2 1 15 

2. Were you iD.t'luenoed to enter a 
certain field of work?••••••••••• 9 8 2 14 • 

s. Did you get pointers that woul4 
help you hold a job?••••••••••••• 5 11 a 10 6 

,. Do you think Health and Physical 
Education helped you?•••••••••••• 4 12 3 1 11 

5. Did you learn the importance 
ot good sportsmanshipt ••••••••••• 4 10 12 1 8 12 

6. Were you assisted in forming 
proper health habits? •••••••••••• 3 16 2 10 9 

1. Were you taught the iaportance 
et good citizenship? ••••••••••••• 0 8 l'7 0 1 18 

8. Does your citizenship training 
help you in your work?••••••••••• 0 13 11 0 9 11 

9. Were you influenced to take a 
part in co-unity lit•?•••••••••• 0 12 13 0 8 13 

10. Will your training help you be· 
a better worker?••••••••••••••••• 1 11 12 0 s 16 

11. Haa your training imprond 
your home life? •••••••••••••••••• 0 11 10 0 5 16 

12. Did you learn about taking your · · 
place in the cOD1D1unityt •••••••••• 0 18 6 0 11 9 

13. Haa your social life been made 
more pleasantt •• ••••••••••••••••• 0 12 10 0 9 11 
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TABLE IX (cont.) 
Help from Help from 

!£estiona for o onli dera ti on class outside olau 
lJONE SOME WCH NONE SOME MUCH - -

14. Were you taught to respect 
member• ot your tamilyt •••••••••• 1 9 12 0 5 18 

15. Were you helped to decide wisely 
about purehasea? ••••••••••••••••• ., 11 5 2 10 12 

16. Were you taught about the 
services offered by other•?•••••• 4 17 2 2 11 6 

17. Did your training enable you 
to recognise values?••••••••••••• 3 16 1 11 9 

18. Has your training helped you 
in a business way?••••••••••••••• 3 14 8 1 8 11 

19. Were you taught the main tacts 
about science? ••••••••••••••••••• 5 15 13 2 

20. Does your knowledge of science 
influence your life?••••••••••••• 1 16 2 12 

21. Hae your science training made 
you a better thinker?•••••••••••• 0 16 1 12 6 

22. Were you made aware of the 
importance of science?••••••••••• 4 13 6 .3 11 

23. Do you read good magazines 
and books?••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 10 12 0 10 14: 

24. Do you appreciate good art? •••••• 2 10 11 2 1 13 

25. Do you enjoy listening to 
good muaic? •••••••••••••••••••••• 2 7 15 0 20 

26. Do you enjoy the things in 
nature around you?••••••••••••••• 2 3 18 0 22 

21. Do you know how to use your 
leisure time wisely?.•••••••••••• 0 7 13 0 6 li 
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TJ.BLE IX (cont.) 
Help from Help t'ro11. 

~estions for consideration class outside class 
NONE SOME WCH NONE SOME Jl.tfCH - - -

28. Does each of your activities 
get the proper time?•••••••••• 3 13 6 11 7 

29. Is it easy to live and work 
pleasingly with others? ••••••• 0 8 15 1 ' 20 

30. Have you developed a respect 
for other persons? •••••••••••• 0 5 18 0 6 18 

31. Has your sense ot' values and 
principles increased? ••••••••• 0 8 14 1 6 16 

32. Have you iaproTed in the 
ability to think "straight"? •• 0 14 8 0 10 1$ 

33. Are you able to express y•ur 
thoughts clearly?.•••••••••••• 1 17 4 0 18 8 

34. Do you have a good understanding 
of' what you read?••••••••••••• 0 14 9 0 11 1$ 

35. Can you understand what you 
hear when you listen? ••••••••• 0 14 8 0 10 13 

TOTALS - - -
70 334 332 39 302 372 
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were entirely free from one particular type of error. namely, 

that of cheeking an item indiscriminately in all six positions. 

In this respect their work was superior to that of the other 

groups. However, in some instances, members of this group, as 

well as of trs others, made two responses to given items where 

only one was appropriate. Because these responses were included 

in the totals shown on the various tables, their grand totals 

did not represent the products of the items and respondents. 

With this explanation, the totals from the 1949 group are given 

as follows: nnonen, 234; "some", 1630; and "much", 978. 

These figures show that the 1949 graduates checked considerably 

more items in the "none" columns than did either of the other 

groups. Since this group was of about the same size as the 

1943-1948 group they might serve for purposes of comparison. 

The 1943-1948 group put a total of 162 checks in the "none" 

columns; this group, 234. 

It will be noted that the graduates before 1943 put the 

least number of checks in the "none" columns; the 1943-1948 

group a somewhat larger number; and the graduates of 1949 the 

greatest number. It is also noteworthy that the 1949 group 

put more responses proportionately in the "some" column and 

fewer in the "much" column. This trait was noticeable in the 

report of the 1943-1948 graduates, namely, to respond "some" rather 

than "much", but it is to be noted that the totals are proportionately 
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larger tor the 1949 group. 

The foregoing figures seemed to indicate that the farther 

re~oved the group trem the actual training the greater value they 

tended to place upon it. Thus, it aight be that it the same 

questionnaire could be presented to the graduates et the 1949 ela11 

five years in the future their would be olumged considerably 

in a direction. 

It ts also true that the graduates or 1949 have aet had the 

experiences that would permit them to fully evaluate a 

The only answer that they could give in a case ot this t:,pe 

would be "none".·· One· quHtion Jlight well be cited as an exaaple 

of this line ot thinking. Bwaber three •Dtd you get 

pointers that would help you hold a job?". Since these atudenta have 

not had a chance to actually held a job their only possible a:n.awer 

to this would have to be "none• • Thus, 1 t oan be seen 11h7 the 

number of "none" answers might be out of proportion to the other 

groups. 

When an actual comparison ii made on a percentage basis, the 

number of "none" answers ia not high. 

Table XI 11 a swmnary ot the tind1nga from all three group• 

of graduates. 

Several things ot interest appear 1n these two tables. The 

small per cent of responaea in the •none" columns as made by all 

three groups seemed highly significant. From thia it might be 
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TABLE .X 

EVALUATIO:tr OF HIGH SCHOOL TRAINING AS MADE BY GRADUATES 

OF THE CLASS OF 1949 

Help from Help trom 
_guestions for consideration Class Outside 

NOB SOME llUCll NOD SOME DCB --- ---
1. Were you helped in ohooiing 

your lite work?•••••••••••••••• I 26 12 I 23 16 

2. Were you influenced to enter a 
certain field of work?••••••••• 13 23 6 11 24 I 

3. Did you get pointers that would 
help you hold a job?••••••••••• 3 15 21 8 22 11 

4. Do you think Health and Phyaioal 
Education helped yout •••••••••• 1 23 11 8 20 11 

5. Did you learn the importance 
ot goed aportntanahipt ••••••••• 0 12 29 0 17 24: 

6. Were you aaaiated in forming 
proper health habita? •••••••••• 0 28 13 0 27 14 

T. Were you taught the-importance 
of citi1enshipt •••••••••••••••• 0 15 26 1 21 19 

8. Does your citizenship training 
help you in your work? ••••••••• 0 25 15 2 22 17 

9. Were you influence4 to take a 
part in oonaunity life? •••••••• 2 28 11 26 11 

10. Will your training help you be 
a better worker?••••••••••••••• 2 21 18 23 14 

11. Haa your training iaproved your 
home life?••••••••••••••••••••• 2 26 la 2 31 18 

12. Did you learn about taking your 
place in the Oolllllunityt •••••••• 4 28 8 8 25 ., 

13. Baa your social life been made 
more pleasant?••••••••••••••••• 2 20 19 0 21 20 
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TABLE X (cont.) 
Help from Help from 

Questions for consideration Claaa 01.ltside ClaH 
NONE SOME iuCH NONE SOME MUCH - - - -

1'. Were you taught to respect 
members of your family? ••••••••• 2 15 24 0 8 3$ 

15. Were you helped to decide 
wisely about purchaaes? ••••••••• 7 26 9 3 21 17 

16. Were you taught about the services 
ottered by others? •••••••••••••• 5 29 7 ., 28 6 

17. Did your training enable you 
to recognize values?•••••••••••• 2 29 8 6 24 11 

18. Has your training helped you 
in a busineas way?•••••••••••••• l 28 10 $ 31 6 

19. Were you taught the aain facta 
about science? •••••••••••••••••• 0 25 10 11 24 l 

20. Does your knowledge of science 
influence your lite?•••••••••••• 7 20 9 9 19 8 

21. Ras your science training made 
you a better thinker? ••••••••••• 4 19 12 ., 20 ., 

22. Were you made aware of the 
importance or science? •••••••••• 2 15 17 4 21 

23. Do you read good magazines 
and books? •••••••••••••••••••••• 3 24 14 3 24 14 

24. Do you appreciate good art? ••••• 8 18 15 11 19 11 

25. Do you enjoy listening to good 
ausiet •••••••••••......•.•••.••• 2 12 26 2 12 26 

26. Do you enjoy the things in 
nature around you?•••••••••••••• 1 14 26 0 12 29 

21. Do you know how to use your 
leisure time wisely? •••••••••••• 3 21 16 1 22 17 
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TABLE X (cont.) 
Help trom Help from 

guestions for consideration Class Outside Class 
NONE SOME MUCH NONE SOME MUCH - - - - - -

28. Does each of your activities 
get the proper time?•••••••••••• ., 31 3 4 32 

29. Is it easy to live and work 
pleasingly with others?••••••••• 2 24 26 0 21 20 

30. Rave ;yeu developed a respect 
for other persons?•••••••••••••• 1 18 22 0 16 25 

31. Has your aense of valuea and 
principles inoreased?.•••••••••• 2 20 18 0 24 16 

32. Have you improve• in the ability 
to think •straight"?•••••••••••• 2 26 13 2 Sl ., 

33. Are you able to express your 
thoughts clearly? ••••••••••••••• s 36 2 1 37 

34. Do you have a good understanding 
of what you read?••••••••••••••• 3 24 13 2 24 14 

35. Can you understand what you hear~ 
when you listen?•••••••••••••••• 2 20 18 l 26 13 

TOTALS 105 aol" 523 m 828 455 
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concluded that the program of the Fincastle Hip School hid 

been of a reasonably satisfactory nature both as respect• 

class instruction and eut•ot-class activities. In no case 

did the per cent et "none" responses reach ten per cent. 

l'lnen it iB taken into consideration that this per cent was 

derived trom the thinking of representatives of 20 graduating 

classes, the ten per cent seems to have become even of greater 

meaning. 

The pattern of per cents for the three groups might be 

taken to show that the prograa mast have been rather consistent 

over the period et years &UrTeyed. The ttnone" answers were 

but tour per eent apart at the extreaes. Likewise, the 

answers tor the "•ome" oolum were enly 15 per cent apart. 

Thia broad range was occasioned by the high per cent of 

responaes in "some" eolwrm.s recorded by th.e 1949 group. It 

this group were net to be considered on thia account there 

would be only a difference of five per ee:nt. 

The per cents for the "mueh" eol'Wlll'l seem.a worthy- et 

comment, in that it shows a range of 18 from the low of 34 

per cent for the 1949 group to the high ot 52 for the group 

before 19,3. Again, this broad range was due to the low 

per cent for the 1949 group. Rad thia group not been 

considered the difference would have bee:n only seven per cent. 
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Lest it be thought that the out-of-class programs 

of years long pri•r to this study may have been less 

effectiTe than more recent programs, it should be pointed 

out that the highest per cent in the "much" colwm. was 

that for response made by the graduates before 1943. 

Because a number of the graduates not only responded 

to the questionnaire in the manner requested but also 

made various comments thereon whioh gave light on the 

Fincastle High School program, it was deemed advisable to 

include some of their statements in this record: 

One student, a boy in the class ot 1943, said& 

With a little encouragement and guidance a student 
will explore subject, and do work that is beyond 
the range of the entire class. This will develop 
personal initiative and knowledge a great deal. 

His further comments indicated that he had failed to get such 

special guidance, thereby pointing to a shortage in the program. 

of the school. 

A girl who was in the class of 1945, referred to another 

need: 

I am. in favor of making foreign language compulsory 
no matter what course the student is taking. Why 
not more classes in sociology? 

Another girl, a graduate of 1944, said: 

Stress to yeur students the necessity for knowing 
mathematics, music, English, and history. Also, 
the ability to study. 
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TABLE ll 

SUMMARY OF EVALUATION OF HIGH SCHOOL TRAINING AS MADE 

BY ALL OF THE GRADUATES 

HELP FROM CLASS 

Grou;e Items Checked Percentage 

NONE 70 9 

Before 1943 SOME 334 4:6 

MUCH 332 45 

NONE 81 7 

1943 • 48 SOME 709 46 

MlJCH '120 41 

NONE 106 8 

1949 SOME 802 56 

MUCH 523 36 

HELP FROM OUTSIDE CLASS 

Grou;e Items Checked Percentage 

NONE 3~ 5 

Before 1943 SOME 302 4S 

MUCH 372 52 

NONE 81 5 

1943 - 48 SOME 653 48 

MUCH 651 41 

NONE 129 8 

1949 SOME 828 58 

MUCH 455 34 
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TABLE XII 

STRENGlTif., A}JD 'WEAKNESSES OF THE PROGRAM OF FINCASTLE 
HIGH SCHOOL, ACCORDING TO CRITERIA FOR NEEDS TO BE 

MET BY EDUCATION. AS SHOWN BY THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS 
INDICATING NO:NE, SOME OR MOCH AID RECEIVED. 

NEED NONE SOME MUCH 

Salable skills 135 352 159 

Health and Physical Fitness 41 304 296 

Rights and duties of citizenship 25 384 

Significance of the familT 30 328 

Wise use of goods and services 141 533 

Knowledge of scientific facts 84 383 

.Appreciation of beauty 53 323 

Use of leisure time 22 249 

Respect of others 7 260 

Ability to think 21 517 

*TOTAL 559 3633 

**PER CENT 8 50 

436 

328 

239-

184 

538 

162 

404 

320 

3066 

42 

* Total is of those answering the question and is not a 
total of the population of the study. 

**Percent is based on the total as described•• 
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Still another girl, one who completed her work in 1948, 

commented: 

I would just like to say that I think special courses 
in sex education would be very helpful, and to please 
continue the library course, which has helped me so 
much in this first year of college. I also think that 
it would help if more mathematics were required, especially 
for those plaDD.ing to go on in school. 

A boy of the class of 1948 wrote: 

I find that my greatest need is tor mathematics. If 
it were possible, I would like to see it be compulsory 
for a student to have four years of mathematics, English, 
typing, and spelling. 

A girl who was one of the few who had married, and a 

member of the class of 1948, stated that she saw a great need 

for a wider variety of subjects. 

A recent graduate, a girl in the class of 1948, expressed 

this opinion: 

I :f'eel that there is a need for more required reading, 
that is, comprehensive reading, and a need for more 
practice in writing. Also, more experience in the 
essay type question and ••••• being specific in these 
essay questions would be helpful. 

Another girl of the same class asked: 

Why not have more educational movies in the science 
department? 

She also listed several courses that she thought important. 

Outstanding among them. were courses in foreign languages. 

Thus, the graduates drew attention to a wide range of 

interests including guidance, both personal and educational; 

and in various subjects, such as mathematics and foreign languages. 



CHAPTER V 

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

After the data had been studied as indicated in the preceding 

chapter, certain generalizations emerged which are presented 

herwith as the major findings of this study: 

1. Fincastle High School seems to have offered a program 

of class instruction supplemented by out-of-class 

aoti vi ties llhich, over the time covered by this study, 

has -n.ried but little in respect of its nature and 

effectiveness. 

2. The program o.ffered appears to have lacked the breadth 

required to meet the needs or all of the pupils. 

3. The program ot classroom instruction has tended to 

lag somewhat behind the out-of-class activities in 

serving the youth ot the school. 

4. Apparently, the school has made one ot its best 

contributions to those who have gone on to further 

studies. 

5. The program of the school seemed to have tailed to 

have been of assistance in eight per cent of the 

cases. In 42 per cent their needs appeared to have 

been cared for in an acceptable manner. 

6. With increasing emphasis on guidance seems to have come 
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increasing profit to pupils. 

7. Graduates give evidence of considerably higher regard 

for high standards in class work and discipline than they 

showed while they were still insehool. 

a. Graduates manifested keen interest in doing what they 

could to improve their school. 

9. The employment experience of the group seemed to have 

been satisfactory. 

The follOVling findings bear particularly on the questions 

raised at the inception of this study: 

10. In the main the school seems to have met the needs of 

many of its pupils in view of their later successes as 

college students, home makers, nurses, and workers in 

industry. 

11. Their records as citizens indicated that the school had 

fostered positive attitudes toward the responsibilities 

and privileges of citizenship. 

12. Both the data furnished and their •nner of supplying 

information gave evidence of the pupils' having good 

mental and physical health, he.bits of industry, and 

ability to think reflectively. 

13. Evidences were shown that graduates had learned to 

respect themselves and others. 

14. Regard for moral and esthetic values stood high in 
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the responses of the majority. 

15. The minds of graduates seemed to have been opened to 

the facts of nature and the achievements of science. 

In general, the study revealed few strengths and weaknesses 

not previously apparent to those .familiar with the program of the 

school. Rather its value seems to have lain in providing an 

objective basis for appraisals previously made. In a few 

particulars new light was shed on such appraisal, notably in 

instances in which former pupils expressed high appreciation 

for courses for which they had little interest while in school. 

Such weaknesses as became apparent in the study led to the 

following reccmmendations: 

1. The Fincastle school needs a broader and more fundamental 

program of instruction, one that will meet the needs of 

all of the pupils, particularly in the fields of English, 

mathematics and commercial studies. 

2. The public relations program of the school needs to 

be expanded and improved to the end that all its 

graduates, at least, are familiar with its progress 

and needs. 

3. A more servicable program of guidance is needed, providing 

for individual counseling and informational services. 

4. More and better physical equipment is recommended for all 
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or the departments or the achool, partioularl7 1n the 

physical and biological aciencea. 

5. Classes 1n sex education are suggested. 

6. An adequate physical plant of permanent construction 

is greatly needed, also ample playground apace. 

7. The out-of-class activities need to be reTiaed to •ke 

them more in keeping with the objectives or the school. 

8. Greater range ot instructional •teriala aheuld be 

provided. eapecially these classified as audio-visual 

9. It aeeu desirable that the i:nter-achool act1Titiea 

include competition in the field of aramatica, aa well 

as expansion of the sperta prograa. 

In offering the foregoing recommendations it •Y be 

appropriate to recall that, as Rugg1 has written, 

It the wealth of modern or.ative thought eoul4 
be assembled and organised,man would ••--nd 

_sutf'ioient wiadom to guide the yeuth et the 
world. The Scheel of' Tomorrow could be brought 
to lite today. Enough is known of •n, his knowing 
and his behavior, to organise ita teaching. Enough 
expreesiTe experience has been lived to guarantee 
a high order of esthetioa. 

1 Harold Rugg, Foundations ~American Education. P• SOT. 
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APPENDIX A 

FINCASTLE HIGH SCHOOL 

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL 

HIGH SCHOOL FOLLOW-UP OF GRADUATES 

Dear Graduate: Date. _____ _ 

We are very much interested in the progress you have m.ade during 
the last fn years, and we would like to use your auggestions in 

· meeting better the needs of students still in achool and who will 
come to this aehool in the future. With these purposes in aind, 
your school Will appreciate it very auch it you will check thia 
questionnaire and return it at your earliest convenience. 

It the school can be of any assistance to you please feel tree 
to call on us at any time. 

1. My Name...,. __________ Girls (My maiden nam.e was) ___ _ 

Mailing Addre••-----~---..-...----.------------2. Sex Year I was graduated. other high sohoels I have -------- -attended 
3. At prese-n:"!"'t"""I_am ____ p_l!!"'o_y_e""'!dl"'":-(c·hl"'"•-•""'k_o_n_.,-------------

Employed full-time Unemployed l!aployed part time Armed Forces 
Going to school fulltim.e Doing housework at home, notueldng 

4. 
other employment_ ____Work tor myself ·· 
Give the following information on your preaent or last f'ull•ti•• job. 
Firm. or eaployer _______________________ _ 
Address of the firm. or eaploye-r ______ eity _______ State_ 
Business or product _______________________ _ 
Name of the job you· are doing 
How long have you worked tor ...,.t'!"'h'!"'i_a_c_o_mp_a_ny_?::::::_-1--a-ve--you_a_d,...va_n_c_e""'d-

in rate of pay or position aince atarting to work for them?_ 
~nieh or both?________ • 

5. How many part time jobs have you held ainee leaving high school? 
How many full time jobs have you held since leaving high school,-
If you changed jobs often list below the reasons for the ohanges--;-

6. 
7. 

To secure better pay To get work I liked better Didn't like 
my boss Work was closer"to my home Didn't like fellow workers 

Didn't like the work -
8. Check one: Single Married Divorced Separated 

It you are iiiarried, give the following information: 9. 
Number of children_ Give their names and ages in the blank below 

10. To what community-lrrganizationa do you belong? ------------
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APPENDIX .l (cont.) 

11. I£ you could repeat your high school course and were free to take 
any course, list belew what you would take•----:-----,~-----

12. Did the school ofter these courses when you were in schoolf 
Some of them · All of them. lfone of them 

13. Uoff'ered, why didn't you take them? 
_Didn't feel the need _Only wanted to get by _Wasn't properl1 
advised Other reasons ----=--~----------------14. What are the main things you do for entertainment ---------

15. Can the Fincastle High School be of assistance to you in oftering: 
Post graduate courses Use of library Veterans course, 
Night classes Other waya ________ -__________ _ 
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APPENDIX A (cont.) 

It would be appreciated if you would judge the value of how much 
high school helped you in the ways indicated bill.ow: 

HELP FROM HELP FROM 
QUESTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION CLASS OUTSIDE OF 

DIRECTIONS: Please place a check mark () in spaces 
as indicated. Check only one item in "Help From Class"~~~ 
column and one item in "Help Outside of Class" colwnn. en ;l:11 

Were you helped in choosing your life work? 
Were you influenced to enter a certain field of work? 
Did you get pointers that would help you hold a job? 

Did you earn the importance of good sportsmanshii 
Were you assisted in forming proper health habit 

Were you taught the importance of citizenship? 
Does your citizenship training help you in your work? 
Were you influenced to take part in comm.unity life? 
Will your training help you to be a better workerf 

Has your training improTed your home life? 
Did you learn about taking your place in the community? 
Has your social life been made more ?leasant? 
Were you taught to respect members o your family? 

Were you helped to decide wisely about purchases? 

Were you taught the main facts about science? 
Does your knowledge ot science influence your life? 
Has your science training mde you a better thinker? 
Were you made aware of the importance of science? 

Do you read good books and magazines? 
Do you appreciate good art? 
Do you enjoy listening to good music? 
Do you enjoy the things in nature around you? 

Do you know how to use your leisure time wisely? 
Does each of your activities get the proper time? 

CLASS 
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APPENDIX A (oont.) HELP FROM HELP FROM 
CLASS OUTSIDE OF 

Questions for Consideration CLASS 

Ia it eaa~ to live and work pleasingly with others? 
Have you eveloped a respect for other persons? 
Has your sense of -values and principles increased? 

Do you have a good understanding of what you readf 
Can you underatand what you hear when you listen? 
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APPENDIX B 

LIST OF INSTITUTIONS ATTENDED 

.Averett College 

Lewis Gale Hospital 

National Business College 

Hollins College 

:Madison College 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute 

Virginia Intermont College 

Longwood College 

Indiana Technical College 

Chicago Art Institute 

Cornett Business College 

Roanoke College 

Radford College 

Queens College 

Ferrum College 

Medical College of Virginia 

William and Jlary College 

Southern Seminary 

Bridgewater College 
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APPENDIX C 

FIRMS EMPLOYING GRADUATES 

Standard Oil Company 

S. H. Kress Company 

F'incastle High School 

T. J. Surface - Attorney at Law 

Hospital Sen-ice Association 

Lewis Gale Hospital 

Salem Hosiery Mill 

Paragon Photo Service 

Shenandoah Life Insurance Company 

Wright Motor Corporation 

Mankpost Glove Factory 

Yale and Towne Lock Company 

Valley Cadillac Oldes Company 

N. & W. Railway 

Federal Roanoke Truck Sales Inc. 

E. I. duPont Company 

Botetourt County School Board 

Dairy Herd Improvement Association 

S. H. Heironimus Company 

Johnson-Carper Furniture Company 

Thurman-Boone Furniture Company 
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APPENDIX C (cont.) 

Roanoke Cotton Milla 

Gordon& Fooda 

J. J. Newberry Company 

State Highway Department (Virginia) 
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APPENDIX D 

FINCASTLE HIGH SCHOOL 
Office of the Principal 

:March 3. 1949 

I would appreciate it Tery much if you would till out the 

two blanks that are attached and return them to me as eoon as 

possible. 

Thia survey ia being conducted in order that we nay diacover 

the weak and etreng points in our school program. A copy of this 

questionnaire will be preaented to approximately one hudred and 

fifty graduates of Fincastle High School. It there are any 

comments that you would like to make as to how we can improve 

the school, or in any way improve the offering of the school pl•••• 

do not hesitate to use the back of either or both pag••• 

Please be just•• prompt as you poasibly can in tilling out 

and returning these blanks. 

RVE/ps 

Sincerely yours, 

Roscoe Verne Buckland 
Supervising Principal 
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APPENDIX E 

Replies of Graduates by Years 

Year No. Grand Total 

1949 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 42 •••••••••••••••••• 42 

1948 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 14 

1947 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 14 

1946 ••••••••••••• ••••••••••• 10 

1945 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7 

1944 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

l94S••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 

1942.~ •••.••••••••••••••••••• S 

1941 •••••••••••••••••••••••.• 1 

1940 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5 

1939 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 

1938••••••••••••••••••••••••• l 

1937••••••••••••••••••••••••• l 

1932 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

1931••••••••••••••••••••••••• l 

1930 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 

1927 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

1926 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

1921 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

1911••••••••••••••••••••••••• l 
Grand Total 118 
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APPENDIX F 

FINCASTLE HIGH SCHOOL 

SCHOOL LETTER AWARD SHEET 

Note to the student: Thi• is an award that may be earned by ------
any deserving student in the high school. A student •Y be out-

standing in enly one field and poor in all others an4 not be able 

to earn a letter. An award Will not be given to any student unless 

hie or her record ia approved by the Principal and any other three 

faculty members. Each student Will be presented a certificate 

showing that he or she is entitled to the awe.rd. 

DIRECTIONS FOR COMPLETING THIS FORM --------
1. You are strictly on your honor to answer all question• fairly. 

2. All answers are to be typed or in ink. 

3. Correct spelling and grammar must be used. 

4. Neatness i1 of great importance. 

5. Answer all parts in complete sentences, where necessary. 

S. No award •heets will be aecepted after the final dealine date. 

except in UDUsual cases. 

CITIZENSHIP 

1. What is your idea of a goed school citizen! 

2. Who in your opinion. haa been the best school citizen this year? 

Give reasons for your answer. 

3. List four things I have done to improve m:y citizenship. 
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APPENDIX F (cont.) 

4. lvbat are your citisenship grade• for this year? 

1st six weeks 4th six weeks ---- -----
2nd six weeks 5th six weeks ---- -----
3rd six weeks 6th six wee ka ---- -----

6. If there are any grades in item 4 other than "A's" or "B's•. what 

have you done or what are you doing to correct the situation? 

6. List six (6) rules for making yourself an accepted member of a 

wholesome society. 

7. Students who wear school letters represent the aehool in the minds 

of other people. How do you expect to act to give others a good 

opinion of your school? 

SCHOLARSHIP 

1. Why are good grades important? 

2. Have you failed any- subjects this year? If so, list those failed. 

3. How have you attempted to improve yourself this year other than 

prepare class assignments and do required reading? 

ATELETICS 

1. What part have you taken in school sports within the last 12 montha? 
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APPENDIX F (cont.) 

2. Why is good sportsmanship important? 

3. What are some characteristics of a good sportt 

4. What have you done to assist in making the sports a program of 

success? 

5. If you have had no active part in the sports program, wbat games 

have you seen? 

CLUB ACTIVITY 

1. To what clubs, or school organizations do you belong? 

2. 'What offices do you hold in above organizations? 

3. In your opinion, what is the most outstanding club in school? wnyt 

CHURCH ACTIVITY 

l. To what church or religious group do you belong? 

2. What office do you holdt 

3. what have you done to make your church program a success? 

4. Diecuss your church and Sunday School attendance over the last 12 

months period. 

5. Why is church attendance important in your development. 
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APPENDIX F (cont.) 

HOME ACTIVITY 

1. What tasks or duties do you do to make your home-life more 

harmonious? 

2. Row do you feel toward :members .ot your family who are younger 

than yourself! 

3. How do you teal to•rd members of your family who are older than 

yourself? 

4. Your parents have done much to gin you a good home, good opportunities, 

etc. What do you expect to d.o to help reward them, although it may 

be in a small way? 

5. List five simple rules that would help to make you a better member 

ot your :f'ami ly. 

FRIENDSHIPS 

1. What points do you consider in the selection of a friend?. 

2. Students with a good personality uaually have a lot of friends. 

What can you do to improve your personality! 

3. Do you have all the friends you want, do you haw too many,eto.T 

Discuss this topic. 
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OTHER ACTIVITIES 

List in the space below any other activities that you consider 

of importance: 

APPROVAL OF CITIZENSHIP 

We, the following, approve this application for School Letter 

award. 

Principal nniater 

Homeroom 'teacher Any Interested Adult 

Any Senior lny Interested Adult 

Star tor ----------------------------
&n. bl em ter ---------------------------
Bar a for year• -------------------------
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